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Am PBOFJCTS THAT MAY ABISE PBOM THE SAXE OP THIS WORK, WIXX BE 
ATPAOPRIATEB TO THE SUPPORT OP A 3CHOOX XN THE BEXHI TBERlTORt* 


When at tbe first I took my pea in kand, 
Thus for to write, I did not understand 1 
That I at all should make a little h|M>k, I 


** Neither did T htit vacant seasons spend 
«* In this my scribble ; nor did 1 intend , . 

** But to divert myself in doing this, 

** From worser thoughts, which make me do amis& 

Thus I set pen to paper with delight, " Cts. 

And quickly had my thoughts in black and white, 

For having now my method by the end, 

«* Still as I pulled, it came; and so I penn’d 
** It down 5 until it came at last to be, 

* ^For length and breadth, the bigness which you see.** 
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When I scribbled o€ tbe fet chapter of the foKowing work, 
I bad little idea of the length to which it would ran. ; and still less* 
that I fcliould now be writing a preface to a goodly-si^ed volume. 
Having been favored with some share of the public attention, I 
must now ask for a little more, while I teE enough of the birth 
and parentage of the present volume, to accredit the statements 
therein contained, 

- I have passed a gm^ part of' my life in Indie, and witnessed 
quite my share of the stirring scenes of the last twenty years : 
the history and statistics of this country had long been a favorite 
study ajUd, recreation ; a-labor of loye^ to _ whic^ , 

feedi.inter^ .|md ' su^nded the 

pursuit. In my vanity t fancied I knew something of the siafm 
of our Indian empire, yet at that xery time I was not aware that 
the Army of the Indus/' when it reached Ludian^ in 183B, 
would make its ver 3 r%ext march in the Labaur territory. I have 
since met with men, long resident in the North^W^ten Provinces, 
and not generally El-informed, who did not know that the Sikh 
Government had any dominions south of the Sutluj, and as may 
be supposed, still more ignorant of affairs on the other side of that 
river, I''""''* . ' , ' ' 

'"f.r'^The consideration rifles ignorance was _ ?fC|rldng m my mind, 
without either the thbhpit of authdr^ap dr leisure for it, when, 
one dvening, sitting at home, and reading a recent work on India 
which hj^d become popular, though not very original or profound, 
the notion, and I too am a painter/' came into my mind, and 
taking up of paper, I scribbled off the. first ch^tar;df 

sis. A read 'and. approved; and mth this en* 

couragement twd ^.|^^^3ipre.cl^pte soon written. 
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There is seldom a loBg step between writing and publishing ; 
■' The Adventurer in the Panjab” appeared in the Delhi Gazette j 
the Editor asked for more, and more, and more— and thus was the 
Adventurer led on. step by step; Bellasis himself and his personal 
adventures being purely fictitious, but the slight story servmg as a 
vehicle to convey some illustrations of the border, its people, and 
rulers. 

A few words, to distinguish fact from fiction in the following 
pages, may not be amiss. My personal knowledge of Lahaur hard- 
ly exceeds what is assigned to Bellasis, in the first chapter, but a 
brief view gives life and reality to ideas with which the mind has 
previously been familiar. Kangri I have not seen, but I took 
much pains to acquire the information requisite to give a faithful 
picture of that remarkable place. Kdj K6t is entirely imaginary ; 
I wished to describe Eyi^i, a stronghold belonging to Baja Dhy- 
hi Singh, but not being able to collect materials for a correct des- 
cription, I invented a name, and imagined a place, such as might 
give an idea of the power of the Raja, and of the means at his 
disposah 

In the endeavours of Bellasis for the good of his subjects, I 
wished to sketch what I know to have been attempted, in another 
quarter, for a people as wild and impracticable as those of Kot 
Kaingra ; the character of the hero himself was suggested by in- 
tercourse with some of the foreign officers in Eanjit's service, 
though he is not intended to represent any one of them. Chand 
Khan is meant to personate an intelligent Nl,tive, %vith w^hom I 
have had a good deal of intercourse ; though I hope no such iate 
as that of the MuMni awaits my little friend, as I am not aware 
i of his having done any thing to merit it. 

The chai-acters who bear real names, are intended as portraits ; 
many of the incidents they figure in are real, though not occurring 
exactly at the times and places here assigned to them. What is 
put into the mouth of the Maharajah is almost all imaginary, but 
many of the conversations with Azizudin really took place. 
F or the romance of the story, the sole fact on which it rests is^ 
that the Chief of Kdngrd had daughters, one of whom was sought 
by Eaja Dhy^ Singh> and that the father indignantly refused 
what he considered a degrading alliance. 



The historical passages are chiefly taken from Forster, Maloolm, 
Prinsep, and Bnmes, and I once for all acknowledge how largely I' 
have nsed these authorities, too frequently, indeed, to admit of re- 
ference at every place. Some few facts rest on native anthoiity, 
md with the above are .interwoven notes,, taken at diferent,.. .'times, 
in the conrse of much opportunity for observation. 

Little remains' for the author to disclose, or the reader to know. 
The Adventurer makes no pretension to laboured disquisition or 
folio learning, professing only to give some popular outiiaes of an 
interesting tracti that has hitherto been httle explored* 
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, CONTEWiPS. 

Tlie reader is cautioned not to hfi too cunom.^If the fruit Be ^oodf ti maUm 
from what tree it has been gathered.'-^A Soldier of fortune descrihed.-^Life 
and death) or the old imd new cUy*-^Oriental selfiniroduction.’^The road to a 
■“ JWiuaTchls favor»“^Moses are not to Be gathered without en&mnMnng thorns*'* 


The old 

Holds for his court a high durbar ; 

“ Summons each wassal and each friendj 
And bids bis gallant sous attend* 

The tui-baned iSiMs, a wiry band, 

*VMock at their aged chief s command ; 

With eagle eye, and bearing bold. 

Polished armour, chains of gold ; 

Unshorn locks that ample lie. 

Slender spears, that quivering dy ; 

Costly shawls and broidered vests. 

Beards that doat upon their breasts 5 
“ Stately camels decked with shells, 

Prancmg steeds, and tinkling bells 5 
** Ail the sounds and sights that vie 
** In pomp of ^eftstera ' 

From dn unpuhUshed Foem^ 
When FaiJtdn and SiJih engage 
“ Deadly is the strife they wage— 
n »Xwixt the Moslem and the Sihh, 

“ Hollow is the truce, and weak. 

“AVhen bigotry goes hand in hand 
With mutual wrong and shame ; 

" Treaties are but ropes Of sand, 

** Straws, to bind the flame I” 

Who was my father, or whotny mother, signifies little : enough, 
that after some stirring experiences in other quarters of the world, 
i found myself, on the 5th May, 1830, a Colonel in the seiwice of 
Maharajali Eanjit Singh* My rise was sudden, and my military ex- 
perience perhaps scarcely entitled me to command men old enough 
to he my father ; hut, with the Maharajah, as with more civilized 
Monarchs, rank did not go by proved merit. It matters not a 
straw to my readers, who or what I am ; but I will let them into 
one secret,. that, I am not what I call myself* • If, for perfonai or 
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family reasoas> I'adopt'.a^f* ndm d^’^‘^erre,” wlxai is tliat to tie 
world ? And, if ail my facts are not found to be sober realities 
take my word for it they have a deeper foundation in 
truth than the narratives of most travellers. With this brief pre- 
face I beg the reader to know me as Colonel Bellasis, a gentleman 
travelling for recreation and excitement, but not above taking ser-« 
vice should a favom*able opening oder ; one who, however adverse 
his fortunes may have been, feels that nature intended him for 
something, and who sees no reason, after George Thomas (a) 
made for himself a principality, and Perron, De Boigne and others, 
rode over princes, why a nook in the temple of Tame should not 
be accessible to him ; or why, while ready to take his chance in 
the roughest sea, some rude but friendly blast shoidd not lodge 
him in a haven. To win such fortune, I bore about one of the 
most powerful talismans, for I was reckless of chance, and no mis- 
giving or calculation ever withheld me ft*om seizing what seemed 
a favorable juncture. To aspire was my nature, and I was ready 
to perish rather than fall. 

When my story commences, I was a tall, erect figure, standing 
six feet in my shoes ; and if I wanted beard and moustache to win 
me favor with the Sikhs, still I had broad shoulders, a slender 
waist, and a dauntless air. I moreover, could use a sword and 
manage a horse, with any man ; these wei^ .natural tastes, 
vated as q^ualifications for 

my days. ^ , 

Where I had been bom and educated, I mean to keep to my- 
self ; I have not been a soldier of fortune without leanung that 
least said is soonest mended ; and among orientals secrecy and 
gravity are the prime elements of wisdom ; nor is a dash of mys- 
tery without its interest all 6ver the world. 

On entering the Panjib, i introduced myself as a Wilayti/* 
a. word of pretty wide signification, especially among a people 
who are not very nice geographers. Aware of the consequence of 
SL first impression, I made entree at Lihaur, mounted on an 
excellent horse, whose evei^merve and fibre was of iron ; defying 
all other contrcml, he was ^ntle as a lamb in my hands, obeying 
the slightest monition of Ivoice or limb ; Chanda had been my 
companion in many an hour of labour and peril, and had stood my 
Iriendm many a time of need ; after the •rough simple habits we 
had been used to, my steed must have felt almost as much surpris- 
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as myself, at Ms own gay saddle-cloth, and the rich mantle that 
i had thrown round me, though it was one of the hottest months 
hi the year. . My suite was small, but complete, each of my at- 
tendants was mounted on a stout yaM ; five horse-keepers ran hy 
our side, and ah bore the air of ease, good care and plenty. Our 
arms were plain, but all, especially my own, well finished and handy. 
Buch was the impression caused by our appearance, that as 'we en- 
tered Lahaur by the Tuks^ gateway, we were gi'eeted with many a 
shdbmh wah 1 Farangl V* changd ghoda kkub 

jeimn !*’ 

My way (h), or rather the loss of my way, led me through the 
whole town ; for though I had enquired what entrance conducted 
most directly to the^ suburb I wras bound for, no one that I asked 
seemed to know^ Indeed, througliout the Panj^b, there is this 
ignorance or apathy as to the route to be pursued no one appears 
acquainted with the direct road, if that term be applicable to the 
pathways that intersect the country ; and the loss of an hour in 
finding one’s way in a single march, seems a matter of no aceouht* 
The entrance of the Town from the north-west is picturesque and 
pleasing ; even at the commencement of the hot season there was 
a green hue about the banks of the Eavi, contrasting strongly 
with the huge ..itmtx in Ita-rPamediate ^ . Within, the city 

there is little novel .to those who have sojourned in the east ; but 
with ah its pomp and w'ealth, and it has both, there is a mushroom 
aspect about it, bespeaking rather the entrenched camp, than the 
city built for duration. In fact it is only the second halting place 
of the Sikh hordes who have over-run the Panjdb ; Amritsir be- 
ing their head-quarters. Long before their time,, however, Lahaur 
was a town of note. Thrice has it been desolated ; NMir and Ah- 
mad Sh^h each in turn carried destruction through its ancient 
halls, its dwellings of centuries ; and the merciless Bikhs complet- 
ed the work, so that when Maiiarajah Eanjit Singh made it the 
seat of his ’Government, he had almost to found the city anew. 
Out of thirty-six of the old town divisions only now remain ; 
they are encircled by a strong and handsome wall, enclosing 
also some new ground, and forming a sweep of four kos^m arm- 
ed enclosure not often rivalled. This wall is throughout the 
greater part of its extent, fronted by a fausse braye and a deep, 
though narro%:ditch j there are twelye gates and as many wickets. 
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each of the fomier having a double enti*ance, - so that if any adver*. 
sary did force the outer gate, he must pass through a banking hre 
before reaching the second. The parapets of the main work could 
be easily knocked over, hut those of the fausse hraye, having' 
ho command, could scarcely be battered, except from the crest 
of the glacis. This rough sketch of the works I by no means pro- 
fess to be strictly accurate, though it is not intentionally otherwise. 
I give my impressions as received on that first morning of my en- 
trance, when, in fact, I saw as much if not more of the town, than 
in ah my future service. 

. Emerging from the narrow streets, (not quite so narrow, how- 
«ver, as those of Kabul or Herdt) I left the city by the Maehi 
gate ; and what a change of scene ! Before pie lay a ruined mass 
of Mosques, Palaces, and Tombs, relics of a former age ; their mu- 
tilated fragments looking even more grim, from the grotesque in- 
termixture of Indo-European buildings and gardehs, the residences 
of foreignei's in Banjit's service. But ^ I go on much longer 
describing, the reader will be as weary as I was. While I conti- 
nued to thread my way under a burning suni^ to a garden house, 
which, tlirough the kindness of a native Mend, had been placed at 
my service, I almost unconsciously ut^c^d aloud the thoughts that 
the scene suggested, a day or an hour sufficed to destroy all this,, 
but even the genius of the reigns in the 

Jlih, has not been able in twenty ySsTO of 
vitality, much less to put breath and strength into the ruined capi- 
tal.'^ My soliloquy was mterrupted by a ■ little, good hatured, 
jpert-looking Moslem, who civilly saluted me as he rode along side. 

** Ah, Sa/db, you are an Amir, I perceive it by your thoughts ; 
you cannot lobk’tmmoved:^^ the,. scene before you. But you call 
our ruler a great man ; is it gi'eatness to destroy the shelter of 
the poor man, in order to build "up lofty abodes for the rich ? All 
that you have seen in liie new town is the produce of plunder, of 
oppresshSnj 4publy-dyed tyranny. The cost of the walls had 
been defrayed #“the expense of one wealthy merchant of Amritsir, 
whose hoards have been tak^, nomin^y to pay the w’orkmen, but 
in fact to fin the purses of the Supervisors.** “ What you say, my 
'friend,** replied I, ** can hardly be true ; but at any rate, who 
inade you or me the Maharaj^*s judge ? He is vicegerent here, 
and will have to answer hereafrer-to him who made him Monarclu 
— S^di says, * the smoke of the poor man's heart goes up to 
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heaven/ and so it is ; fifty years^ will level all distinctions, and 
then, as the same Poet says, what matters it to die on a silken 
pillow, or oh the coM earth “ The SdAB is a poet and a phi- 
losopher/" replied my Mend; ** if my lord will permit Ms seiwant, 
he will be in attendance, and, perchance, may make Mmself 
hs'efnl."" . 

I liked the man'’s alert, mtelligent air, , axid as we now had 
reached the garden house I was in search of, I desired Mm, ' as I 
alighted, to attend at the third watch of the day. 

Having seen to my good horse’s fare, and the comfort of my 
faithful followers, I refreshed myself with bathing, and then 
breakfasted on a thick, dry ekapaii, and a cup of Eau Sueree, 
a beverage wMch in my travels had with me taken the place of 
every other. I then dispatched my principal attendant with a 
fiowery epistle, accompanied with the ofiering of a handsome gold 
watch, to faqir AzizAdin (c) one of the favourites of the Ma- 
harajah. Scarcely had I done tMs, and stretched myself on the c/idr- 
pai to rest, when my friend of the morning, who now made him- 
self known as CMMd Khan was announced. He was mounted on 
a horse of good blood, wMch he managed with a half-jatmty, half- 
milits^ air, His v^hole ^pe^rance gave me ihe , ‘idea ol vrliat I 
can fancy half-gentle- 

man, half-rogue, mingling in his person both the accomplishments 
of the soldier and civilian. Chand Kh^ wore a tightly-fitting 
but high turban of white muslin, pctijdmahs of Mult^ sdk, 
red with a white stripe — vest of white fiowered muslin, and a do- 
patta of the yellow Bahawulpoor Mhes, or twilled "^Ik; Be ac- 
costed me with""* suldm alatkum, ahwdl dukhair ast T* and Ms air 
had all the afiection of a friend and familiarity of an old acquaint- 
ance. I was not prepared for this, and looked rather puzzled. 

*rhe Sahib is surprised, the master of favour is not displeased at 
Ms servant ?'"■ ** 'Mo my friend ; ^bht we of the,yre»fe do- not give 
mtr'.^onfidence on'ahfrcfir^s acquaintance/'" **My lord says truly 4 
every cotmtry has its customs; and the men of Kabul, among* 
whom I perceive by his accoutrements and speech iny lord has 
dwelt, a^ ready with a word or a blow. Their hearts, Ike those 
of their misferessCS, are easily excited to good or, evil/' Your 
speech is 'strar^, my 'Mend/' -I replied, who, or wJbat are you ?*' 

a word, am aa'adventurer^'free of the world; Tto 
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a PathUn, originally from Kabul, and for some generations 
my ancestors have served the Chiefs of Multan. My father 
died by the side of Muzaflar Kh^n, in defending his fortress 
against the one-eyed Sikh ; when after a six month's defence, Mul- 
tan fell to Ranjit Singh; and my country was no longer an abode 
for me.” I followed the heir of my Prince into captivity. The 
allowance granted to Sarfaraz Kh^n scarcely furnishes food 
and raiment for his household ; how then are his retainers to sub- 
sist? A few of the bolder spirits manage to hang on; ostensibly 
we eat Ms bread, we are protected by his name ; and, one of us 
being Baipan, and another having taken the Fa/ial, we 
profess to eke our means by trade. Under this guise, I will 
not conceal from my lord, that we levy contributions on the spoilers 
of our land. The ratf/at, the traveller, the merchant, or the true 
believer, we touch not; but what mercy should the dogs of Sihks 
expect at our hands?” Here my informant laid his hand on his tai^- 
war and excited by his feelings, raised his voice beyond the cau- 
tious and confidential tone in which he had been speaking; he 
paused, and I enquired, And do you not thus put your own lives 
in peril? Does the Maliarajab keep so bad a watch over his sub- 
jects ?” "‘ We have friends at court,” replied Ch^d Kh^, 
“ and we are cautious; when possible we perform our work secret- 
ly, and never shed blood except in self-defence, to put a witness 
out of the way; our 

in itself a pass.” “ But/" »d I,* cap you costume as- 

sume the air and features of so peculiar a race ?” Most people be- 
lieve not, and in this mistake lies part of our safety ; but can a 
person of the SahWs discernment suppose that a people composed 
of the o€-scouring,of all other tribes, have not as much difference 
in their features as in -their pastes ? Goto the bazar, take any 
dirty, naked twst Up his hair, ^ve him a lofty turban and a 

clean vest ; comfe out and lengthen his beard, and gird his loins 
with a yeEow hamarhand ; put a clumsy sword by his side, and a 
long spear ih Ms cowardly hand; set him on a strong, bony, two- 
year-old. horse, and you have a passable SikhP Truly you are 
plain enough spoken, my friend.” But not too much so, my lord; 
I see by your kindling eye, that you delight in a stimng life; and 
eotddr^we ^ count you and your bold party of our band, you would 
soonl^h the secrets of our trade ; my lord looks astonished at my 
boldness, but I am safe in the hands of an honest soldier.” (e) “You 
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are, my friend, but you wiH not long be so, if you thus trust every 
traveller: however, as you are communicative, tell me a little of 
bow politics stand at court ? Whose word and will are law ? Whose 
friendship is desirable ? Who best understands the Maharajah r 
For, in return for your confidence, I may tell you that I am a can- 
didate for favour at corn!/' Without hesitation Chand Khan 
gave me a “ catalogue raisonnd’* of all the employes ; plentiful- , 
iy bespattering them all with dirt, and giving a triple portion to 
those followers of the prophet who served the infidel tyrants. 

Our conversation was interrupted by the arrival of Kkalifa 
Nfirfidin, brother of the faqir Azizudin ; nothing daunted, 
my friend sat on while the preliminary speeches passed between 
the new visitor and myself, and then rose and took his leave. 

The Khalifa ( /) is a wily, oily-faced man ; I met him with as 
many fiowers of elo<g[uence as he bestowed on me, and while he 
hoped that this new bud of fnencbbip would ripen into golden 
fruit, I trusted that the fiag of my prosperity would be unfurled in 
the' sunshine of his Excellency's favour. We then came to mat- 
ters of business, and I soon, made it worth the Khalifa’s while to 
understand the necessity of introducing me to the Maharajah. 

The next day but one wgs fixed for my appeajmce at court; 
attired and attended I entered liAaar/' I proceeded to the 
palace. Before arriving there, I met Ranjit himself, returning 
from his morning’s ride, and much as I had heard of the insignifi- 
cmce of his first appearance, it startled me ; the more so, perhaps, 
from the contrast it presented to the wiry and athletic forms that 
surrounded him. He rode gracefully, on a handsome active horse, 
and was followed by his principal Sirdars, each with his silken chaU 
ha carried by a running footman, and the whole cortege followed 
by an escort of five hundred well mounted horsemen and as many 
foot ; they consisted of ah tribes and castes, Sikhs^ Patkmzs^ 
JBinduSf Gurkhas^ all gaily attired in scarlet and yellow 
silk, the cavalry, sitting in high peaked saddles, and armed to the 
teeth with matchlock, pistol, blunderbuss, sword and spear ; the 
others more lightly, but still efficiently armed : some few AkMis 
too were present, conspicuous by their high blue turbans, girdled 
with quoits ; but more so, by their wild, maniac look, and insolent 
gestures. , Oh .seeing me approach, some of these, hailed me^ with 
- curses' and abd^,, but 4 ^i 24 din sent one of Ms ordei^Iies to dpw 

me ' , ' ' , 
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Ai.s tlie train approached the entrance to the ShMimar (g) 
dens, the cavalry tiled off, leaving, the Maharajah, vvith his train, 
followed by the rurmiiig footmen to pass through a lane, formed 
by a regiment of his newly-formed infantry, who received him with 
presented arms. I was kept at the gate for some minutes after the 
Maharajah had entered,- and while fius detained, many" of the 
soldiers broke their ranks and crowded roimd me ; some gazed 
respectfully at my train and accoutrements, but more remarked 
with a sneer on my want of beard, and my half-european costume. 
Some of the horsemen also drew up, and were more especially inso- 
lent : one of them, Nand Singh, second in command of one of 
the newly raised cavalry corps, (a Scoundrel with whom I soon 
became better .acquainted,) was the naost forward ; he was a smart, 
active young man, with a hold and dissolute cast of countenance ; 
he commenced caracoling his spirited little nag in circles closer 
and closer round me, half muttering, half cliaunting a ribbald 
song. As he neared me, I warned him that my horse kicked ; to 
this he deigned no answer, but after a little rode tilt by, grazing 
me, as if accidentally, with his steel clad shoulder. I touched the 
rein of my good steed, gave him haH^a turn, pressed him with my 
sword hand the veriest trifle on the' loins, and with oi^$*feiMendous 
kick he sent Nand Singh, horse and all, head Wei heels. A 
dozen swords were instantly drawn, and as many matchlocks pre- 
sented at me, but 'my four 

out affecting to believe mj adversaries' ih'^eafneisSj I'ca^y 
ed a hope that the fallen man was not hurt, regretting that he 
should not have taken my:caution, and avoided my horse’s heels. 
Whether owing to our firm aspect or to the royal vicinity, I know 
held off and treated us with vastly more 
ciidlity minutes that I was kept waiting : 

and they' ”dooked-'*Wd%’' muck curiositjr when an or orderly of 
the Prince’s, came to tell me I was summoned to the darbar^ 
When ushered in, I found the monarch seated in a golden chair, 
surrounded by about a dozen of his ministers ; several reporters were 
in the distance, catching every word, and noting it in the “ court 
circular” for transmission to every comer of the empire. As I 
entered, the Maharajah half arose, and greeted me with much 
Cqurtesy ; my nmm of a 'teidred-and-*one 'rupees was removed, 
and I w^ told to be seated on the farsh, or carpet, near his Ma« 

_ jeifyf %j6im name and my fotheris, my place of birth, and' mj 
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a.g!e, were asked and told, and it was explained that tkough a 
was^ .an Eagliskman, I was then asked wiat I 
knew ? wkat I could do ? and wliat I wanted ? ,all^ in a breatk j and 
nay reply was to the effect, that I cosdd do any thing, was ignorant 
of notliing, and having heard the fame of the King, was come. ; 
from a far country to offer my services. Yon speak Persian, 

** Yes, I have been -some time m Persia ?’* ** Can yon hnild a&rfe? 
Can you cure a long-standing disease f Can you cast a gun ?' Can 
you shoe a horse ? Can you mend my watch, which has stopped?’^ 
ikll, through your ' Highness’s iqdai, is in the reach of moTtal; 
and what other men have done, what should prevent Bellasis 
from doing?” Shahbdsh, ff-qlr, he is a bold jawdn this 
friend of yours !” “ He is, your Highness, but try him, and you 

will find Ms merits exceed his words ; the King of Ehm, the 
Shah of Persia, the Amirs of Scinde, all asked Mm to join them 
as a brother ; but lie would devote his sword to none, but the Lion 
of the Panjdb.” During this fiourish in my behalf, two nearly 
naked wretches were dragged in^ caught in the act of pilfering at 
the garden gate ; they did not deny the charge, and the nose of 
one, and ears of the other were sentenced to be cut off. In as 
short a time as I can wiite it, the sentence was .executed,' ‘and the 
culprits, ble^di?^ as they .were, were driven, put,‘. ^'* ,Shaipi work, 
BeiiaaikV* ’obs^md '■ tijie 'King,'' us I looked after the mutilated 
thieves : We do not take life, but punish.” My heart 

sickened, and I ventured to remark that perhaps they were 
led on by hunger. A dozen voices stiiTed to hush me and 
the gave me' an admonitory look. ** Let him alone/^ 

said Eanjit, I like plain speaking and he is but a n^a jawdn. 
You ride well, I hear, friend V* ** I have strode a horse from my 
youth, your Highness.” ** Well, you Farangis leap your horses. 
There is a fellow just entering who will shew you the way over 
that fence.” I looked at the man pointed out, and recognized 
l^aud Singh, who.' an 'acknowledged favorite, had been allowed 
to forc^ Hs way in, probably 'to ascertain whether mention had 
heen'tiH& of the fracas at the door. 1 saluted him gravely but 
politely, he returned the salaam with a half-surly, half defying air ; 
and we were all forthwith, Vazir$^ Scribes, Omedwdrs^ Plain- 
tiffs, Defendants and prisoners, bundled out to the garden. 

The Sikhs ^e; indubitably bad horsemen; however comnioa 
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report mky say to the contrary tlieir horses are so hard workai 
»o scantily fed, and so badly bred, that they have no spirit for the 
rider to quell ^ however Nand Sin^h was by profession a cha^^ 
huk sowar, and at Lndiana had followed the hounds in the train 
of some European he had there served. Delighted at the oppor- 
tunity of shemng off against tne, he urged his horse to the fence 
pointed out by the Maharajah ; but the animal being tightly 
curbed and bitted, failed to clear the fence, insignificant as it was, 
and fell heavily with his rider ; I took the signal, gently touched 
OhAnda with my heel, and springing over the barricade, W'heeled 
round, and on my return, cleared both it and the body of my pros- 
trate foe. In another instant I was at the feet of the Maharajali ; 

SMhhasJi, Bellasis, you shall teach my Lancers. Youai’e a Co- 
lonel now in my service, and shall have a khilat on the spot. If 
you are but as bold in the held as in the garden, we shall soon be 
good friends. But tel! me, what was this squabble at the gate 
I related the transaction . simply as it happened, and Raiijit re«. 
plfed ; ‘‘ you look as if you spoke the truth, Bellasis ; Nand 
Singh has been made too : much of ; apd is ever daring the 
wrong : besides, he shewed to day that he cannot ride. But you 
must be careful, my palace grounds nre not the scene for a tumult, 
nor are my guards fit subjects for experiments as to the power of 
your horse's heels. A day shall be ffxed for you again to attend, 
and you will then receive a ^tw&dW%% ins'fA&ieht in''’‘'ydlir' "new 
office, and instructions for your conduct. Your fortune is in the 
ascendant ; be prudent, and do not rashly mar it.'* 

The Maharajah expressed this, counsel as much by signs and 
signified my respectful ascent, and we 
ali Of A khilat was then presented 

to me, consisting of eleven pieces, which included a horse and ac- 
coutrements, a sword, a pair of shawls, a pearl necklace, a shawl 
chogha, and two pieces of fine muslin ; the value of the whole 
amounting to eleven hundred rupees. Ihese, with a bag contain- 
ing a thousand, rupees, were delivered to my attendants, and I was 
dismissed. ^ ^ 

The worda of the Maharajah were blunt, but his manner was 
mild and conciliating ; and even had I received less flattering 
marks of liis favour* I could have been at no loss to read the im- 
pression my I'eception had made on the courtierS; plainly written as 


AN AmnmmMK m the fahjab 


11 


it was IB tlie eyes of all. Many .who ob my eutraBce had mutter- 
ed, here's another FaringW ** have we not enoagh of them 
already ?” ** Do not Allard, VeBtura, Avitable, Court, monopolize 
enoiigii of the royal favour and such like obseiwations, now were 
gdent, or with bland gestures and fawning caresses pressed forward 
to offer their services and congratulatioiis. I said iittie ia reply, 
but civilly making niy way among them^, took the road to my ownj 
dweliing. 

■ NOTE.B. 

(«) Whoever feels Interested in stirring aetbm and in tracing -what may he 
done by a rwle, uneducated, and even dissipated man, ought to read Fraukiin's 
life of George Tnoinas ; which, awjkwardly as ii is written, had strong attrac- 
tions for me in my boyish days. Feron, i)e Boigue, and some other French, 
adventurers, were superior men, tud only wanted a favoxtrable combination of 
circuiustauces, such as we found, to- have anticipated Britons in a i^ihi empire. 

(b) Cavalry guides are proverbialiy bad in India ; but let no one who lovei 
his peace, and prciers his own bed to a village cAa^pai, trust iumself to the tend- 
er mercies of a Sikh sowar ; for where it is possibie to wrong, he will be sure 
not to go right. 

(c) Faqir literally means beggar, and generally a religious mendicant. la 
this instance, however, it is used as a title of respect and is -wxth Fir (a fi3airtt.)i 

.L'Uudhthef^'suih:;^ arrogated by men whose . 

(|l) Forf^^e.benejSt'of English readers^ I may say, ihat ‘Amir Ehaa was a 
Pui/id/i adventurer, who, during the jfrVst twenty yeais of the present century, 
took a conapicuous part in the wars of Epper and Central India. Born of poor, 
but respectable parents in the north of Koniikund, he commenced his career as 
a ps’ivate horseman in i7bd. After serving first one i hief, then another, he ad* 
hered pretty steadily to the family of duswaut Kao Boikar until 1818, just be- 
fore the battle of Mehidpoor, when he was gained er by the British, under 
guarantee of holding, unmolested, his possessions, the value of which was about 
two hundred thousand pounds per annum. After this arrangement he retired 
from public life, and was virtually a Prince in his own territory. 

(fi) Chand Khan^s openness may appear absurd and incredible but no one 
who has liot^tried, could believe the confidence with which Europeans, (speci- 
ally where they are rare,) are treated by natives, who receive any encourage- 
ment : their honor is implicitly trusted, not to betray, even whore they do not 
apiaMe* The original of Ohind Khan has told th.e -author facts almost ate daa- 
geiWMOto himself, though not of exactly th| same nature as those noted in the- 

■ « ' 

(/) This title means a king, a cook, a tailor or a pedagogue. Not being 
successor of the Prophet, Nurudin (whose name means light of the faith} 
had uo right to the first interpretation, and would probably have felt affronted at 
any one of the’ olhejp'si. ' An ■ interesting .mystery must Biiereloirie re»tom'_t3» 
M!mH^ha-ji Th^ Sh|i?|dpa3l »e«m a BeiiaBiA ■ 
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iilnooseji for Infs iiatrodnctioa at coarti but the followmg letter from M. B-L Al«* 
lard and Yentura shews, that sach things have been. The tone adopted by mj 
■ berOiis not precisely that of the F-enchnnaB and Italiansj ...but every man .takes, 
Ms own high-way or bye-way to gain his object. 

iTran$htedfrom Prinstp^s life of Emijit Smrli.page 132.) 

TO Hl» MAJB9TT THU SING. - 

g|jtejj«.,Xhe favours showered on us by your Sfajesty siace otjr arrival in this 
capital, are ianumerable, aad correspond to the high opimiou we had formed of 
his (your) benevolence. Fame^ which had borne the name ol the King of 
Lahaur, as far even as our abode, said nothing in comparison of what we huve 
neeni. Every thing around your Majesty is great, and worthy of a sovereign who 
aspires to immortality. Sire, when we first had the honor of being presented 
to your Majesty, we disclosed to him (you) the motive of our journeys the 
reply he (you) vouchsafed sets us at ease, but leaves ns uncertain as to the fu- 
ture. IV e, therefore, haul the honor of addressing your Majesty a few days ago 
to know whether our arrival in this state is agreeable to him (you) and whether 
we can render him (you) any service by our knowledge in the art of war, ac- 
quired aa superior oiiicers, under the immediate command of the Great Napole- 
on Buonaparte, Sovereign of France. Your Majesty has not yet relieved us from 
this suspense, and xve are still without his (your) commands. We have, there- 
fore, reiterated our request in the french language, according to the advice of 
Nhrudln Sahib, who leads us to believe that an individual employed about 
your august person understands our tongue. In this uncertainty we beseech 
your Majesty to condesceud to forward us his (your) instructioiia which we shall 
follow with the! utmost punctuality. 

We have the honor to be, with the deepest respect, 

Bire, your Majesty’s most humble, most obedient, 

^ XoMr, iJt April, ms. ' ‘ , ;;v , ' 

This address can only find a iu'fhit ' of ^o- > 

mom The confusion of persons and tenses in the letter is- as in the original 
French ; the reason of its hating been written in that language i» explained in 
Frinsep’s narrative. 

, (^) The name applied to the royal pleasure grounds in most oriental capitals 
stiiay 14d but, with'etraiglit walks, edged by cypress trees* 
sarUtcm! |Kjnd» and here^ and there^ and formal-looking plats of iowera 

:v.ai4uteubt:4'''haiterval». 
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'COlfTEJSTS. " ' 

A favourite has no friends. — The road to royal favow is sometmiu miry,-^ 
Be master of yourself and you mil he no hody*s slave.-^Be ihaiy of your presence, 
if you would have it prizedr-^The homy of a King's favor veiling on you may 
be known by the buzzing of flies aroundT 

Pot why ? because the good old rule 
Sufficeth theiD— the simple plan 

That those should take, who have the power. 

And those should keep— who can. 

. Wtrdmoftk* 

Salt seasons dainties, and my food is stil! 

The humblest loot^ my drink the simplest rill. 

Corsair* 

The SUB was high iu the heavens when I reached my dwelling ; 
and such a sun I he oilly can understand its power who has heen 
exposed to it in the hot winds ! the burning rays showering doyp 
on a man’s head, penetrating ey^ defencse, reflected In .atl&u^hd 
directions from the, p^ched^ ^arid groand* while the scorching w^ind 
catches the breath, the eyes are blinded with the glare and dust, 
and the brain feels absolutely boiling. At this season, when fre- 
quently for days together the sky is one sheet of torrid dust, what 
mockery does there seem in European descriptions of fresh morn- 
ing/’ gorgeous noon/’ dewy eve!” 

Getting under a roof, I felt as if an iron cap had been removed 
from my head ; I bathed, dressed myself in loose white muslin, and 
reclined on a ckarpM to take my frugal meal and thiiik over the 
events of the morning ; I saw that if I had made one friend, I had 
roused many enemies, how was I» a_ foreign stranger, to. secure the 
one, and disarm the others ? 

W]|ile thus meditating, in glided the Nilrfldin who, 

being seated, congratulated me on the events of the morning ; 

'mfnn, qftin^ mAib^jom star is in the ascendant. Never be- 
fore had 'wUa^uli such a reception! Your fortune is secure 1” 
And to whaC* 'said I, will that fortune lead ?” To what? asks 
the sahijs ? EaYow'isi<i. fortune arei here synonymous^ you will have 
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tlie command of an amy, tlie government of a province, or tlie 

All, but” I inten'iipted Mm, and then checking my« 

self added, Good Klial^a-jh whatever I obtain will be 
through your favour, and you will not find me ungrateful.” Ihe 
farfir touched his head, arid drawing nearer to me, said, in a con- 
fidential tone: '' it is to shew my own and Azizuchn's de- 
sire to sen^e you that I now come to warn you of plots already 
laid to cut short your career, "four best policy is to make friends 
ot the brother Rajahs, Dhy^x and Gulab Singh ; and to avoid' 
either quarrels or intimacy with the Europeans in the Maharajali*s 
service. You are young, and appear spirited, but, to prosper you 
must restrain your passions. I do not speak of any individual as your 
enemy, but warn you that there are many to whom you will be as 
a thorn in the eye. Remember, our practice is different from that 
■ of you wiJaijafls, no man with us goes about unarmed and unat- 
tended ; and the higher he is in favour the more he requires pre- 
cautions,” I thanked the faqlr for his advice ; and not giving 
me time to question him further, he rose and took his leave, order- 
ing in a bag of one hundred rupees and certain trays of h'uits and 
sweetmeats sent as a zi^afat by the Maharajah. 

While my people were abroad picking up news, I had 
time for much cogitation, and chalked out in my own mind 
the the of dcmduet I 'should l^wpl tak^ this^plaoe 

■to introduce, not only the res^t^of 

the opinion I formed of Rianjlt and his court during my stay at 
XMiaur, which will save after repetitions, and be a clue to my story, 

Ranjit Singh was at this time about fifty years of age, 
Ms constitution much worn out by hard living and debauchery ; of 
mean appearance, one eyed, and small of stature. Wholly illite- 
rate, but gifted with great natural intelligence, and a wondcilully 
quick apprehengion and retentive memory ; be managed better than* 
those more learned to transact the cuiTeat business of his king- 
: dpm; afl the revenue accounts pass under his ovmJeye during their 
audit, his whole allention is dhected to trying how much he can 
clip and pare ; a true statement he does not reckon on -as among 
possibilities, so that when the accounts seem all fair arid square, 
and ^the revenue rendered even exceed the stipulated sum, , he al- 
ways disallows a certain per cbntage, the tenacity of his memory 
enabhng him to follow out Ihe mo^t complicated statements For 
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Hs a,ge and country, ke may truly be called a great, and in some 
respects, even a good king ; he is actire, enteiinising, and* to a 
certain extent, just. Kind and liberal to those within his sight, he 
is much beloved by his personal followers,^ tlicwgh the English pro- 
verb, out of sight, out of mind,” is in his case as applicabie a# 
the •oriental one, ■** a dog*®"ti the presence is better tlian a brother 
afar.” From the same easiness of disposition, he 'rarely refuses z 
request ; though his promise is by no means a sure sanad* I 
have heard him accused of grasping rapacit}’ , and I admit, justly ; 
but we must judge him by his education and temptations, and by 
tins standard his appetite for riches was not greater than was to be 
expected. He has been called faithless, and on some occasions de- 
served the charge ; but shew me the prince, ancient or modem, 
who, tempted as he was to breach of faith, kept the terms of treaty 
as he did with the British ? It may be said truly that the worst 
parts of his rule are those common to oriental despots, while the 
favorable points arise from his individual character. 

Personally, Eanjit Singh is brave, and has slain many an ene- 
my in the field ; but I .am not aware of his having ever, in cold 
blood, ordered an execution, either in the way of punishment or 
revenge ; and while those of the royal blood are aB but begging 
their bread at Delhi and Kltbid (a), he ahnost invariably provides 
for the families of liis conquered eneinies. The annual progresses 
that the Maharajah makes through the country, give liim the op- 
portunity of seeing almost every village, and his extraordinaiy me* # 
moiy keeps a register of what he has seen, so that when asked for 
grants of land, he gives with his eye more open tlian those of 
granters usually are. He detests complaints, and usually stipulates 
with his farmers that, none are to reach his ear; yet as he frequent- 
ly travels, and is seen daily, some poor wretch or other frequently 
attracts his notice and makes a complaint. Eanjit'a eye is there- 
fore now and then opened to what is going on ; one of his favorite 
modes of sounding those about him is to set them to dispute in his 
presence, when a tone or inuendo* that would be lost on a duller 
ear, catities his. 

In reviewing the Maharajah^s character, we must be persuaded 
that, with hfe-feeagre,. stunted, xmgmnly form, deficient', ip' those 
personalities that 'will the respect of barbarians* , he ^ must possefes 
vast ability, addres»/||i4 moral 'ixmrage; for he not only drew 
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around into liis wishes, but he knew when to yield, and how to con- 
tract, Ms measures. Having raised himself froui a |ieltj Chief to 
a conqueror, he had Holkar (b) for his reiiigee, and all Hindus* 
tkk m a Maze around him ; yet he, then a young and stirring 
leader, had judgment enough not to join himself to the Mahrathi 
who, though now in adversity, had /lately been the scourge of 
the country, and driven before him many of the disciplined British 
troops. And his whole conduct shewed that he had from the out* 
set penetration enough to estimate justly Ms own power and that 
of the English. 

I must say a few words as to those whom I found the immedi- 
ate personal favorites of the Maharajali, and with whom I had af- 
terwards most to do* 

The men in highest confidence were Rajah Dhy^n Singh and 
Jemadar KhushiyM Singh with the Azizhdin, The rise 

of the two first was not by the most respectable road, I be- 
lieve there is little doubt that' as ministers, and even victims of 
Hanjit Singh’s debaucheries, they both first obtained favor. 
Gulib Singh and Sachet Singh, brothers to Dhy^n Singh, ar^ 
likewise wealthy and powerful ; the territory and treasure* of these 
brothers are not much inferior to those of His Highness himself. 
Although the family is of good blood, it was in obscurity, and 
GulAb ‘Bingh.was only a,,-, common j in a feud he _ lolled 
a man, and being close pressed % he 

took refuge in the Maharajah's tent, then pitched in the pimn, 
%s was Ms custom when reviewing Ms troops. Eanjit was pleased 
with the refugee's appearance, pardoned, and took him into favor ; 

M|^brother, who, in turn, brought in Sachet 
the Maharajah's familiarities, and 
being men of business and courage, made their way into his per- 
manent favor. An three became acquired jdgirs and 

contracts that have enriched them beyond count, and the command 
of troops and territory that, with their own abiEty, make them 
dangerous subjects. 

It was always a matter, astonishment tO; the wel- wishers of 
■Ranjit Singh, that'wise and •#ary as he is, he alowsd this fratetr 

such formidable power^; i'Dhjdn Singh knew the public feel- 
liig/^^and was eVef’ on the '^^'spot ■ to ■ prevent its reaching Bis 
niasteris ear ; or k Ms brief absences, had tiusty folowers to 
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watch every 'aventie. Bmt somehow, a little bird got aceos% 
&ad asked the Maharajah why he permitted sack domgi ? 

Why’' said the Kmg^ ** it h my fate — threw myself on them«-*« 
it is my destiay*” Aad sq it is— Bhyla Smgh has the dcM>r-way; 
he has monopolized , the office of Prime Minister, Commander of 
the forces, and chief -aide-de-camf'to His Highness : he has shnt 
out almost all access i and though, as, t before' said, a supplicant 
does usually make his way into presence, wd raisiiif ory of' 

** obtains , a hearing j yet he is so soon hustled oat, that, 

however gracious may have been his reception from the sovereign, 
he has, seldom courage or ability to try a second hearing* Sachet 
Singh and Guidb Singh are seldom at court, but are in the pro- 
vinces, commanding large bodies of troops, and administering the 
territory they hold in farm : the latter holding the salt contracts, 
interferes_ directly with the bread of every man in the homtay. 

Bhyin Singh, .though slightly lame, is a ,fine ' looking man, of 
a noble presencei polite and affable, 'of winiaing manners and mod* , 
mt speachv He sits on the groamd, -and rather behind the Maha- 
rajah,, while others, his Inferiors in every way, are seated pn,chalts*. 
Tim decidedly is, next to Ms master, the ablest , 

I thot®l\. hkC'. Mm, so flliteratjs a# $cwcq||r % he'.-Mil#'' to 
iigphifiiaine^. ^ - , , 

Khushiyil Singh, (d) a nativB-of Suhirunpoor, in the British ter- 
ritory, is now a coarse, vulgar-looking man, though when he , was 
one of the hundred picked soldiers appointed to the night guard of 
the Mah»ra|ah, he wqs a ,|me handsome young fellow. . * 

before Bhy&i Singh. Pormuny 

Sii^hj;hel,d,thje command of the door-way, wMch is equivalent to 
that of as well as to the royal ear; but he was less 

cautious than and on one occasion, having propcfed 

Maharajah ;to,. go . from MWnr to Amriteir,, H.is,^ , : 

plot &r bp^^qro ^imprisonpouty. he ' deter-' 

deprive Khudhiylft. Singh fefofoand; fearful of 

powerful fac^cm by. sUpefcession, the king got . 
I3hy4n.^^^;and his hrothers, with their followers, up into the 
Sqincw" ,i{lor . citadel and palace) one night, by. scaling |he, 

wails: ap-d displaced the men of KhusbiyM SJngh, 
who was ;to make, no opposition, and who^.has since’ e: 

been w%,moug&^tn:,^^^jr,,,^ho_,fresentm in othqr respects ihe^; 

. 1 > 
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holds his former place in the darhdr, and is consnlted on all iist* 
portant occasions. 

Writing these memoirs from memory, I am aware that I occa- 
sionally mix np dates ; but this does not adect my story, which is 
rather founded on fact, than a strict relation of chronological 
€i; 0 nts -a historical romance of the school of Scotf s Napoleon, 
or Bobertson's America. I will, therefore, now mention an event, 
though it occurred after the date of this portion of my history. 

EhushiyM Singh was sent to assist Kunwar Sher Singh, the 
Maharajah's sfon, in the Government of Kashmir, and to recover 
its mined finances : the prince, seeing his bent,, gave up to 
him, entirely, and escaped responsibility; Khushtyll recovered 
some rents, screwed a few lacs, and turned a season of dearth 
into one of most frightful famine, nearly depopulating the pro- 
vince, and sending the wretched inhabitants to the very centre 
of Hindustan, in search of bread. From the revenue,' it formerly 
• 3?iel'ded, df forty Kashmir- fell to ' eight ; and only with nurs- 
ing and care has it -reached rixteen. The Maharajah was of 
course much displeased, and for a time KhushiyM Singh lost favor; 
but, at the time I am now writing, he is one of the most honored 
counsellors : though a first class Sarddr, he is still called Jamaddr^ 
the title lie held when he was door-keeper to the presence. 

'■ hirtii aiadi. Msiness^a 

hbM' he 

^ a small territory. Fiffihg into' '.the ''cihllliil'''' 'of • Nlth ' '( jf ) 
«and the accountants, he was so squeexed thaA he saw the futility of 
kicking against the pricks, or attempting to be independent : he, 

®nd in that character attracted th® 


hV arid became a second Dhyin Singh. 

He is his master's mouthpiece, and most ably he fills the office; 
he 'interprets a word, or even a sign, and throws 'meaning 

at once into beautiftd language ; embellishing sound sense with 
ridh '^^r'l^pripriate imagery iiihis own phrawAbgy, **heiS' 58^ 
pariot 'Ihe^f Jr is now into the yel- 

low Ica^" mi affects a sfeyekyi hapo^erished appearanee, Wt 
he is rich, and particuIariy'Mfiueiiti^ got the Iftidia* ‘ 

ear: thishas procOTetife of land in-ahnoat 
in tfe 'kingdom,' fcr urithdtil: him or Bhyth* Siijgh lor 
interc^ssdri no onte%ouldhe safe.' *'The good word iom- 
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mon orderly at dmhar may he of tise ; aiid tlierefore allj, iaTOig^ 
iiigte^s are more or less Wmble as friends, or formidaMe as foes ; 
all mofmsii employes accordingly pay, according to tkdr means, ta 
tke darhar attendants, keeping one or more of tkem in regalar 
pay. Among tire connsellors, probably Eim*Singb* Gobiad Kam 
and Beni Eam'(^) are the most respectable, bat their ininence I# 
far inferior to that of the favorites already mentioned. 

The European 'Officers are kept more as driHs, or aa" agents in 
the execntion of difficult and dangerous enterprises, thaix as advis- 
ers. Allard and Ventura, (h) have been allowed almost unlimited 
authority, in organizing the new levies ; promotions and appoint** 
ments have rested chiefly with them, and any opposition to their- 
orders has been ^ summarily punished. As may be supposed, the 
new system was very much dMiked by the SarMrS'; but Eaajit 
determined to carry out his glans ; and no'' gxtate'mrlme eotil'd 
be alleged against gentle or simple than that of being a danga* 
waUa, or takrari, Tim 'restdt of' the system has been a very 
efficient body of troops. Infantry, Cavalry and Artillery ; but ai-* 
ready is patronage beginning to sap its foundations ; the building 
dbippleted, the Maharajah does not think the same -caro necbi»|iy, 
for 'its'in^Omribn as-ioritS'. consfarnetion# “aijdl/ ;bojm; 
and <fotjard»;.aro‘hero^''^»;,old^ffrvice%-'Crb^m^ hito commands 
The key stone, too, of an army is wanting — there is no undisputed,, 
punctual pay. The regulars are certamiy better looked to than the 
other troops ; but, while the coffers of the state, are overflowing 
with the plunder of Muitte and other provinces, -ithe.ara^y ;» 
dora a twelvemonrii in arrears- .One©,, .indeed, tmm the^ 

Maharajah obliged to take refu^ in Gobind Garh (i) from the 
violence.of^hfeGmMia Battalion roused to desperation by being 
kept out of tifiripay. Barely is' any body of troops paid except 
‘<^:;representation imm their commandant at^the dmrMt^^ thal^^tliey 
‘i!ir®:^8larving or mutihjdag'-: the. anewer^ a 

or w&r"'o»-aom©-^e • 


royal domains t.’ 

|,be min or great profit accorffing to the power and means, 
of hbii^phm tbe order is given, and him on whom It is made ; 
for, as ah4i^y*toed„ the Maharajah when aequiesemg,' by "no. 
means comply, but only to quash importunity 

and-pver ha*‘^;,^cu$ijag an ungracious- decree, • thereby causing- . 
after reference to ^e ifor is by ho approvid, In«foed^ 


so fASBAam- IK THiSiir® op 

as Tfritt soda agppew, Eatijifc himself desired aiehot to be precipi- 

tsite fall iipQiportaiit order ; and I liave myself seen five 

«itd#rs^^coine' withm a twelvemoutii, all couelxed ia tlie most posi- 
lave t^,rms, aad at direct eoatradiction with each other. The case 
Visa#'ithiii;ia'iaiall^ ws^ graated by a depeadaat eWef to oae 
of they quarrelled aad the principal wished to dis- 

possess him; both appealed to the paramount; when pressing 
orders |hr instant deliveiy to one were followed by a messenger to 
other in possession aa4 he again had scarcely started 
when. an order was sent to the in the neighbourhood to 

concentrate their troops, and put the first grantee in possession. 
So it went,^on; fpr^ nearly a year, when^ at length a datf^ohn^^^t ^ 
the royal troops, by stratagem, hut with the full concurrence tho 
the I}^ThdT, got possession of the smaE garhi that command- 
ed the estate, which they seized from both contemhng parties, who 
diseased jofaiing against their common master, and were, only pre- 
vented from doing so by being taken by surprise^ This incident 
may give a fair idea of the mode in which military and political af*» 
fairs were carried op. 

.'Of the revenue mi JudWal dcTiGirtment, I must say a few 
Two-fifths is the proportion nominally taken by the Sarkar, At 
estopte of the average proceeds of a certain term of 
yea»1^,#mife^epwfey if feimed. .m 
, > tions, \ .i^ay he above 

‘ Juicy at contumaebue;. it' is ail the' 'Ihi* he mmt 

realize the amount, and look out for his- o^n profits too, without 
collecting more than two-fifths of the produce ; if he e3fceed this 
profits ^ the Sove- 

disallows property the accounts 

returned, Iwing. just so mmh us^he thinks will stimulate the fer- 
mer’s industry,' and keep Mm from dkgtist. 

Should the farmer, however, fail in resizing the smn specified 
he.is imprisoned with more or ity, degra- 

forgiven gmm ^Imnce in another 

quirl»,v*‘Mth thfehalmoojVtritten.agf^^ according to 

Ms interest at:coip^t, tl#-ofinion.of:,h» aip|ty,'‘or the cause of .Hu!' 

and oftett' Wtom* 

masfe^teo tithMiMs- jnrisdiefe, * ' ' - ;f ■ 
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Tke is another rich source of revenne to the slate, fiiif 

being the punishment awarded in ahnosl every case, and heing al*» 
ways rile ready means of avoiding all other retrihnticm. In civil 
cases, the gainer Is imdcted one-fonrth of the property at 
and m common is it for both parties to pay fov a decision, -thal, hi! 
only is considered a bad man and an nnjnst jndge, who tatel f flW' 
money vrithont fiirtheriag your cause. Under such a «y#eia &f 
poor man has little ehahce; and though thf vaf abend press- 

ed perhaps by hunger, has his nose and ears cut off, and is thereby 
iirecpveliWy branded one of the profession, the wealthy robber 
apd dmitterous ruffian ride unmolested through the land. 

From the customs alone, twenty-four lacs of rupe^ ©Slfor 
royal treasury ; Amritsir yidds nine lacs. We jidff wh^ 
remain* to the trader, who not only has to pay thk 
hut to pass through the screw-press of all fSifers ; 

rides ^d rates are lawghed %% evmj feiif ' pj^ss is guard- 

ed, and the haiparl pays acpordiing to the humour of the watch- 
ms^n, wlpch in tarn is regnlafod by a close vhethi^ the 

takert wd} thf pest-egg, and prevent the tradfr , 

or hmg down.op himself observatiop, apd 

'm^r. .v;- 4---.-', ■ '=''■■ - 

.The^ piffpjm of mj ifW-foUw subjects and our 

rpl®r, is not'^a very pleasant one; hut it has its reliefs, and rpnst 
consider the elements Kanjit had to work upon, and the time he 
bad to consolidate his power* He found th^ copptry sw»rniip| 
wirii p^tty ch^efs^ ^ fegali^^ p|pn4ew p.d r .% 

# igporap4 id}®# Hstfoss, mi 

spl^^.4l%hk4at4p* apd the adjacent . parts of Hindpstdn were in 
much jsame condition ; Ranjit has made life comparatively se- 
cure, ap4 done something for property, pf #op!d 

%pt ^ec the ewfip|? lAhapr and 

shew sojittfo fo Ipp^tfo r the peigh^ 

Brfrish. rnle^ "u- '''\ '.r , ' ' . ' 

‘ ';^')readeif must fcf ^v# Pif,' if d have given Mm too Ippg % dosf 
of ppMes* hut ,I could not withppt this prefoce mllf 

the ye^ff vPf, intelligible. The result of .my review- of •#o|§ 
aroupd tlmt though I.might ^rye .f, be|ter jgQVfFnihept, i 

might be ftat if g§ye hppe to |rau#e4 emulathm, 

bropghioptt]b\'»3®p Pi fsaployS^i mi prwented t|§ir^_,h^gj^ 






ing OE as execrescewces and Euisances, wiiea age, iiEbecility, or 
earelessness had reEdered theoi a curse to the country , As a bhII-^ 
tary despotism the goverEment is a mild one ; and, as a federal 
union, hastily patched up into a monarchy, it is strong and effi- 
cient. We may see. its faults without overlooking its better points. 
Bat I mast pause a moment to mention three Princes, whom I find 
i have ^ omitted. ■ 

Kharak Singh, the eldest, is an imbecile, and affiects the reli- 
gieax ; Bher Singh, the second, is far from clever, but he is pru« 
dent; he is fond of imitating the military and Europeans. Tdrt 
Singh, the third, is a dissolute vagabond, leading the most recklessi 
Me in the common bazars. None of them appear much at Dar- 
hat, and the two latter are known not to be really sons of the Ma- 
harajah, who, perhaps, keeps quiet the mystery of their birth, as a 
check against any possible designs of his acknowledged son. 

A^n I say I do not offier my rough notes as materials for his-* 
tory, but rather as first impressions and crude gatherings from very 
probably interested informers. Few can be so simple as not to 
take all native reports cum grano''; tho* the manner, and even 
matter of the report gives a clue as to its probable credibility* 
One laan systematically lies within and witliout reason ; he is as 
^d is- only to be read with caution, ^ iap* 
w^ iAm h^-' 

it, and tfclls 

a foiulffi '’thinks he'"'xn^he''sb^|;*^'.AA6the^^^ nkhiia^i but wishes 
to be seen talking with the Hawig considered ail the 

engines at work, if you scribble the evidence of one on a half-mar- 
P parcel it with'that of another of different 
and can keep each from knowing 
that the other is in your employ, you may then put trust in their* 

testimony, where it agrees, testing it however, when practicable, 
by farther evidence. Give as little opinion of your own as possi- 
ble; te'ffifeMy seeking; kmw nothing, notM%i “'br you will 
be'Miide "h 'in the hands of your own kstrutn^ts.- With so 
much of advice^by way of dessert to th^ drjrJ-'ffieal I have given 
the reader, I wil «qmt iiiy^ on the' grbu^’^and take my ’o'Wk' 
'd«?^ng"s repast. It was, a fowl'|)*flffO, whicif ^ pleased tny 
cocfe'fcmake rich and savoury, and to me it tasted peeWial'iy' ' so, 
Eothing hating passed my ips siasse my simple mornihg'^'tneal. 
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tod it was now evening. My cnstom was to rise before tbe dawn,, 
to retire early, and seldom to repose during tbe day ; a cake, dr 
crust of bread with a glass of water when I got up, kept me till 
nine o'clock ; and my breakfast satisied me til! sunset. Wben 
marebing* tbe morning's crust and breaHast changed places. In 
fact my servants and myself have always partaken of tbe sarnl pot, 
fixquently of the same disb. No forbidden meat or liquor bas 
passed my lips for years ; and by strict temperance I have stood 
beat and fatigue that few Europeans could meet. Tbe liredong 
day in tbe saddle has not prevented my rest atnigbt ; nor did a ride 
of nearly five hundred miles, (k) which I made in a week, inter- 
jfere with my appetite or disturb my sleep. Abstinence and energy 
in yourself, and blood in your horses, will enable any man of good 
constitution to do as much. Thirty yards of fine muslin rolled 
round a European cap or bat, forms tbe best protection from tbe 
sun ; but tbe, night is the time for traveHing foi* toy biie who in- 
tends to last long in tbe East. 

While I was munching my puim, 'and, in fancy, galloping over 
the plains of 'the PajqjAb,- Cbind Ehin entered. Observing that I 
had but one dish, and no drink but sugar and water, be was tor- 
priisedv_ ■.'*Not drink, my lord! Ton never then 'will find favoto:-in 
'thi»,itiK^tted to ,ex«^tinn, are 

dmifeards,todwhen§ the streng^ a man's' brain is measured 
by tbe thickness of Ms bead. And bow does tbe Kbin (1) like Sikh 
attire ? for Eanjit Singh Will want you to wear it. He has 
been making many enquiries about you, and has even bad your ser- 
vants up to examine them, just now you are in high ^vour, but he 
wIEea^fe^ you to comply with all bis whims.'' r" Then 'Mend/' 
I replied, be will be disappointed and tbe thought struck me 
that a little Judicious opposition might stand me in more stead than 
implicit acquiescence ; . but at any rate, 1 resolved neither to, ■ ^drink 
;||is eup, nor '’to wm* his garb. I am not sure," I continued 

a s,- ** that I shall takeAis servw at have fiiends in India, 
may find employmtot.ydth the British.'’’ At any rate, there are 
maby^^l^ces who -would be glad of my services. Sbib Shuja 
even '3|pw n|editate»^tbe recovery of - bis kingdom, and what finer 
field '‘Excellent; my lord j your slave with 50 

good- is -at your disposal — ^fire-eaters, men whose faces- 

are seen ^y of battle." ** Very well, Chind Kbto— if 

there be occasio%p>u shaH not forgotten," - , 
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I was pretty sure my expressed uficertainty wotiM reacli the 
Mahajrajah's ears ; and so it did, with many exaggerations, increas- 
ing my value in his'eyes ten fold. , The next dajr, but one, was fix- 
M'&r my seccmd interview, but the next evening I expressed myw 
ielf Migued afi’d uhV?ell, and thus, on otxt pretext or other, put off 
mf vkt fol* a fortnight. Each day a zi^afai of a hundred rupees, 
"with sweetmeats, was Brobght. I was asked to admmister strength- 
ening medicine to the Monarch, he feeling altogether feeble, and 
fearing another attack of paralysis, which had already more than 
db|iri'^hd Miti of Ipeech. I sent a preparation of steel, of 
#Mdii Bh|4h Si%h hM the Benefit. Eight or wrbng, such was 
Ms report of its eiScacy, that from having no appetite it had made 
him ravenous, that in all his limbs hfe felt twice the stren^h he had 
before, and so forth— that Mie Maharajah wks in rapthrei, sent for 
me imperatively, and ordered to be informed that if I cohld not 
come to him, he would hhfi’self go to ihe(m) ; the messenger brought 
ten fimes the usual ziyafat, "To-molTow I %IQ attend 
was my ans^dr. 

hi Ite mdniing -a ^ard of 'honor #i&s in ❖aitingi 4hd ’ in yel^’ 
difibr#'! state from Ibttifer hppedmhce, and attehdM By b. 

Mr"M soine standing, i to the Burial, Bfeg seated ;:;: 

on'the carpet, close to If Is Migimfess, he asked me 'a hundred 
#0ite-'#cPut E^fifope, En^^d* AmeHea, of What caste 'I wafe 
M hi WBife tils 
reptt&d 1; 

Luiei^f For I 

them ire of good Bloody'-bnt-tff «iWLbtM. •' 

fB» .^upl^men are a bai-^eh But .ihere m old poTterb^ ** that a 

blaidk here 

wMipm- teaed around, awi* 
t^t&lteidait r&edteif ^pdus. ' Bhyin Singh li#d.ptt 

ife hfe ^crd, *' Ihe General/’ he said, •(alluding to the tecAi otfi* 

mentioned) '‘the General fe a good aAlafr 

respo^nded, mnl teM- 

'* Tpersisted, th'^eby'f®Snffifeg Eahjit much. 

. fel Where 'Is -I® W which, 

hasddh^ siiiahWohi^Fcf the Maharhj'ah/''" t' 

prMtced'fewo papferS, 'WMA'hl tefeed, tod handed one Over fo, 'i M» 
takrt%.” Aktodiii''s face "for a 
laoin ent clouded, but he sWaBoWei'te ktM, tod affd*cfoit "listtot 
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raptures. Well, I will try tlie other myself/' said Eanjit ; and 
for a wonder actually took the dose. Without waiting to see its 
effects, he said to me, ** Bellasis, I perceive you are a wise man ; I . 
have seen you and enquired about you ; you are bold and you ar« 
able ; you are young, bmt you have had experience; years and wig- 
dom do not always go together-; moreover I am pleased with you^ 

I promised you the command of a Regiment, it is done ; ^nd in ad- 
dition, I give you the management of the Kote Kdngri" district. It 
is wild and rugged in parts, but savage as is nature, man is there 
more so. I deal plainly with you ; the post is one of difficulty, the 
country has been mismanaged : the revenues were nine lakhs ; they 
are now less than six, from you I will, for two years, accept five 
Your salary shall be fifteen thousand rupees a year, and I grant 
you the nazardnd of your villages.” ** Wuh, wak^ quumat I quu^ 
mat I” ejaculated many around. '“ You shall, in addition to your 
own Regiment of Lancers, have one of Infantry to keep up the 
place, and also two corps of Najibs ; the latter you will raise your- 
self and appoint your own officers. The regular corps shall be de- 
tached from Jamadar KhushiyfOi Singh's brigade, and shall have % 
iankwah on your revenues. Join without delay ; attempt to have 
^ : Vq>qU at. the' 

Baja informed of aR events. Remember that aH I hear of you 
through other ch^els I put down against you. The post is high; 
the trust is great. Here” (and at a sign the faqir held out a 
sealed packet) are your secret instructions. Again I say, be vi- 
gilant, cautious, prudent, and let no complaint from the rat'^ais 
reach the presence. Ruhhsatl may fortune attend you/' 

A hhilat of ten times the value of the last was then thrust upon 
me amid . shoutings, praises, and murmurs from those around. A 
title, too long and flowery to repeat, was bestowed on me ; a bag 
of a thousand ducats put into my Hand, and I was turned out before 
I hould half express my thanks. I hastened home much more im- 
portuned than on the last occasion ; now, even first-rate Sardars 
were pleaders, or offerers of humble congratulations ; and many 
were the ummedwdn for nufibships, and places of Mutasaddi, 
Vaqtl, &c. Hast^ and almost roughly, I elbowed my way 
tlixough to be alone, and open the sealed packet. 
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NOTES . 

(а) Xn reference to Ranjit Singh providing for the famiiies of his conquered 
enemies, it may be ^id that he usually granted either Jagirs or small pensions to 
those he oustefd, and sometimes even to those who had no claim on him. More 
than one connexion of the present royal house of Kabul is a petty pensioner on 
Lahaur. But Calcutta is the place that will figure in future history as the nest 
of Ex-rulereand fugitive Kings ; there they congregate as of old to Home, and 
there they follow the Govern or- Gencrars chariot wheels, though not to be cast 
from the top of the Ochterloay monument, when the triumph is over, but to 
have a choice of residence and a pension proportioned to their delinquencies ; 
from eight lakhs of rupees per annum, to Baji llao at Bhitur, to ddl-bhdt and a 
dungeon at Chunar to Muna Jan, 

(б) Jeswant Bao Holkar, the Mahratha Chief, of Indore, who cut off Colonel 
Monson’s army, and thereby gained a high character in Hindustan. He aftelr- 
wards encouraged the Baja of Bhartpur to withstand the English, and was en- 
cjamped under the walls of that fortress when the gallant Lord Lake, with his 
most inadequate force, four time$ stormed the place. When the Raja eventual- 
ly succumbed, Holkar fled across the Sutlej, and his after fate is little known. 

(c) A live “adventurer in the Panjdb” told me that such was the introduction 
of Culab Singh to the Maharajah ; but 1 have no further warrant for the fact. 
A|l,the«rest,l^wevfir, that is here said of the Baja is within the tmtl^, as is noto- 
rious to all who are acquainted with the Panjab, Of late years juch has been 
the audacity, abiliiy and influence of the brotherhood, or rather of the two elder, 
that no year has passed withont an extension of their territorial acquisitions; a 
fair sample of their doings is the fact that the. first intimation Banjit Singh re- 
ceived of operations on the LadS-k frontier was the announcement of the occupa- 
tion,of Lad^k itself by Zorawar Singh, the General of Gulab Singh’s troops. 

(d) CMef ^ lor fifteen years the royal door-keeper ; he is very wealthy^ 

smd hk»-'aMEfy,"lw; 

standing? h|awKaaid at tbe'same' tEneifl<$fel|e 

regiments has been in frequent mutiny ; ar^ his lasfi political faith prevents his 
being trusted by any party. But he has amassed great wealth, and has several 
connexions in the Maharajah’s service : his son Ram Singh, died not long since ; 
though but a lad himself, be had about a year before his own death, caused the 
only son of a j^sp^tole Commandant to be waylaid and murdered, because the 
witness of an act of beastliness on his part, and 
had repeated the' story. Bam Slagh, however, died in his bed, a stripling Gene- 
ral, while the father of the murdered lad, though a good officer and well known 
at Varbdr, has had little employment since, shewing what a court favourite may 
do even with shorn beams. 

(el I am- not -quite clear as to the rise of this official; but he is by birth a 
barber, and waa at first known at <'ourt by the title of EftUm or^Boctor ; phy- 
,aic\and,theTaai|r,^ngfoge(^r in the.E formjerl^|Aey did in the west 
More than one of t^e conversation* giyen inthif hh.d^fc^^cumng with AriasE- 
din are real ; he iaa Very eloquent and" Ihsinmtlnn^i/ iM^fe elievft not a bad ipoan; 
trnsM toheh by ^njii'-'Sdgh, both '"as ia-pHys^^^^i4' counsehori and hae 
kept hi* place with the present and late ruler. Doctors, Mahom-> 

medan, as well as Hindu and Stkh are treated with equal respect at the 
court. In Azizudin’s case the title is of course only assumed, but real beggar* 
haunt the royal gardens and even the Durban 1 was once myself laeulted, when 



AN. ABTENfUliBE IN THE PANJAB* 


tl 


ti^avelihig south of the Sutluj, by a beggar on horseback” or at least, by one 
Hding on a royal elephant, and attended by a silver stick. 

(/) This worthy may be called Accountant and Auditor General:’* he and 
half a dozen other scribes successively examine the same accounts, passing no- 
thing without vouchers; a plausible way to teach the straight forward tliat 
plain dealing is not always the way to get through business ; for who that will 
cheat, will not fabricate ? And how much easier is it to make out specious v^^uch- 
ers, than to do as any honest man will do> and deal with public money as he would 
with his own. , 

(g) The two first are brothers, son* of Basti Kim : Earn Singh Aa# taken the 
pahd, (and is therefore a Sikh) which neither his brother or their father would 
consent to do ; the latter ingratiated himself with Ranjit Singh, by secluding 
himself a!id never going to the Maharajah unless when sent for ; nay it is said 
that the King always went to him, and in one of his visits asked Basti Earn if he 
was satisfied and comfortable, and if the almoner dispensed to him his share of 
the royal bounty ; the other answered, « I get nothing, I cannot be a Hindoo ; 
surely your money is not intended for me ?” and then repeated a verse to the 
following efihct :**- 

« When your dommion was complete^ 

To me yougave a single sheeti \ 

« To one scarce fit to be my slave, 

« Jewels and robes and wealth you gave.*^ 

The Maharajah was pleased with his frankness, dismissed the unjust steward, put 
Basti Ram in his place, treated the old man until his death with ali respect, 
and then took his sons into confidence as religious, jikedical and political advisers. 
Gurmakh Singh, the youngest son of Bast^ Ram, had only lately come into noti^. 
The politics of the three brothers are opposed to those of Raja Hhyan Singb 
andMafamfiy. ^ Bhiii Earn is aephew of another Bitsti 'Ram, who was 

treasurer to EanJtf,.w^.al«h'tohi»-&£hert^ on the unde becoming superannuat- 
ed, Beni Ram, who had been some time before introduced into the treasury of- 
fice, succeeded as treasurer ; he was much trusted by Ranjit Singh, and bore the 
character of a respectable man and a good financier ; on the Maharajah’s death 
the treasurer was placed in irons (as said) because he would not betray his trust, 
and admit the young Prince, No Nihal Singh, into the treasury of Ms father the 
imbecUe Maharsgah Kharak Singh. Beni Ram is again at liberty and reinstated 

as txemmw* ' t 

Qt} These officers have been already referred to m a note on the first chapter. 
The former is now dead ; I have heard him called an intriguer, but believe he 
•was only a good soldier, much respected by his mem It was the remnant of hk 
cuitassiers whoraUied round M, Mouton in the disturbances of 1841, when that 
officer seemed about to share the fate ot Mr, Polkes, whom his men had murder- 
ed. Allard was employed solely in a military capacity, nor Indeed has any other 
txvmhmvk oft^n committed to Ventura, who profhswes hot to wisii for any charge 
beyond that of his troops ; but having had a share of civil, as well as military du- 
ty in Peshawar, Multan, and lately in Mundi, which he earned on very success- 
fully, it would be but nateral were he to wish for further opportunity of so dis- 
tinguishing Allard and Ventura came together through 

and Affigbanfei^dnto the PanJab ; they are said tohave suffered great- distress 
on their travels and even to have officiated In the great mosque of Peshawar or 
Kabul as criers to the morning prayers. The latter incident was mentioned by a 
■ confidential servant ol;,^hah who wy posidbly may have exaggerated, 

os fabricated the tale. 
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^r. M. Court atid Avitable entered Kanjit Singk’s service soon after the tw# 
above mentioned officars, (I believe in 1832.) They likewise came through Per- 
sia^ and there served for a time ; the former organized a corps of artillery for one 
of the Princes, but the Patyabi waa a better pay-master than the Persian. Court 
has always been employed as a soldier, commanding a brigade Or a division ; he 
is a scientiilc man, modest, and honourable, and has feathered his nest less than 
any of his brethren. 

Avitable is of a different stamp ; he has ingratiated himself with many Eng- 
lish officers, by his unbounded hospitalities at Peshawar ; but, though possessed 
of energy an({ ability, there is little in his character to command respect All 
that can be said in his favour is, that he has savages to deal with ; but why should 
he deal with them as a savage ? He might be as energetic and as summary as he 
pleased, and no one could object to bik dealing with a lawless people in such man- 
ner ais would restrain them iu their practices ; but he might spare us the scenes, 
that so frequently occur in the streets of Peshawar equally revolting to humanity 
and decency. 

Mr. Harlan, an American, is the only other wildyii (I was going to say Euro- 
pean) who was much trusted by Kanjit Singh, and any love tiiat may have ob- 
tained between tiiem was converted into hate ; Mr. Harlan was a man of strong 
passions, and seems to have taken little pains to restrain them : he was chiefly 
employed as a Civilian in the district of Gdzrdt, but his unflinching firmness 
lost Mm his service. He was a man of considerable ability, great courage and 
enterprise,andjudgingby appearances seemed peculiarly well cut out for the 
work of a stirring partizaii ; yet he was dismissed in no very flattering terms, 
and was not ashamed in aftei^ays to boast of having brought down Dost Bla- 
homed on Ms former mosterfyfet he had little success when he served- the ' Aff- 
ghau ; shewing, perhaps, that the English aud American temperament is less 
suited to the meridian of oriental court favour than the French and Italian, tho’ 
history and fact shew whicii is best adapted for supremacy in this country. 

No other European in the LShaur service has a command exceeding two’ re- 
giments, ^nd not ajbove three .<%. font ranit of a^ntleman, 

now remMn there ? these receive jfom hat#' no 

very enviable situations. There may be as 'and vagabond franks 

in the artillery receiving ten shillbgs a day. The mushroom military discipline 
attempted by Kanjit Singh never harmonized in Us parts ; discipline could not be 
astablished and upheld by the utmost exertions af a General standing alone with- 
out Colonel, Captain or Subaltern. Natives bearing those titles, may understand 
the dipl, but it would tequire.mpxe than on© generation to instill the discipUue, 
tbs© spirit of European Officers. 

(0 This is the citadel of Amritsir, and supposed by the Sikhs to be im- 
pregnable ; but it is more than doubtful whether it could stand a week ag&iust 
an artillery tr^n ; most of the royal treasures are there deposited, the remaininw 
portion being in a Mmjid and ia the Samman hurj at Lahaur* Imamudio, a 
youqger brother of Azlzudiu’s, was the civil Governor of Gobindgarh, but 
there was likewise more than one Thanador there, independent of him. 

(A) Though aot jI strong man I have made such ridea without suffering, sim- 
ply by adhering to the principles herq laid down, which are 1 believe the besi- 
tha| can be followed i* this countr^'' ' . „ - '.-i - ® 

(0 .S7m«.!iter»UyLord,isil.e distinctiTO affix of ABghaa aamea, but is 
#tten apphed indiscriminately as a title of respect. 

(m) One of the Officers ia the lAhaur sei?i«e told the author, that a ytnii.r 

westage WM seat to him by BaDj!t Singh. 


AN ADTENTDBER IN THE PANJiB. 


29 


(sm^rnm ™asB®. 


** RanjWt ittrdki »n Lion, is tht painter this. time. — Laws are like 

spukr*s u-ebSf made to catch tike unak, and let the strong escape,, — A digression,^ shew* 
iiig how to turn Iiartnkss zealots into formidaUe enemies. — Some forests product mt'p 
indiguiiUs fruit. — Ton cujviot open a lock till you apply the right keg.” 


Man only raar« kind Nature’s plan. 
And turns the fierce pursuit an man ; 
Plying war’s desultory trade, 
JacursioD, flight, and ambuscade ; 
Since Nimrod, Cush’s mighty son, 

At flrst the bloody game begmf 


p ■ as ; he 

A bullet whistled o’er his head, 

from the^ steeda the riders bouitd, 
But o#fif shall adrer mosiat again ; 
Unseen the foes that gave the wound. 
The dying asks revenge in rain. 

Some tly behind the nearest rock, 

And there await the coming shock, 

Nor tamely stand to bleed 
Beneath the shaft of foes unseen, 

, "Wlio dare not quit their shaggy screen.*^ 


lluiTying kito my dvfeUiiig, undressing re-attiring in thin 
miepmjdmahs and an mgurkhu or ligM sMrt, I tore open the 
cover and proceeded to read ; but to my dismay the paper present- 
ed only an assemblage of unmtelligible cyphers ; however as I un- 
rolled the document, a slip of paper fell out, labelled to be kept 
with care,’"' md bearing the faqir's seal. In this I found a key to 
the cypher, and, after some puzzling, 1 read as follows : — -''The 
wise maxi neglecte%,wt|uii; duly H» master; but taking. 
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hLs seat in the hall of obedience, rememberetb that humility and 
faithfulness cause exaltation.. Falsehood brings a man to shame, 
and lying lips dishonor their possessor. Be then contented with 
the fortune that has been poured on thy head ; be faithful, honest, 
and true, and mankind will praise thee, and my hivor will follow 
thee ; think of tliine end, and oppress not the poor ; so shall thy 
name remain when all else of thee is gone/' Aha ! the rogue of 
a Maharajah has been at my friend Sliekh Sadi,'*'' said I, how- 
ever, his advice is good, and I hope he acts thus wisely and well 
himself/' “ Thus much of counsel for thee Bellasis, now give the 
ear of attention and the heart of obedience to the orders that fol- 
low. My kingdom is a great kingdom : it was small, it is now 
large ; it was scattered, broken and divided, it is now consolidated a 
it must increase in prosperity and descend undivided to my posteri- 
ty. The maxims of Taimur(i») have guided me ; what lie professed, 
and ordered, I have done. By coxmsel and providence, combined 
with valor, I have conquered, and by generosity, discipline and po- 
licy, I have regulated and consolidated my government. I have 
rewarded the bold, and encouraged merit wherever it was to be 
found : on the field of batBe I exalted the valiant, with my troops 
I have shared all dangers, all fatigues. Both on the field and in 
the cabinet I shut partiality from my soul and closed my eyes to 
per^hal comfort ; with the robe of empire, I put on the mantle of 
<ia^e, I fed/a^'Wiahd hdty tod > j the 

guilty as the innocent I spared ; toA those vldiose hands were 
raised against myself have met my clemency ; Sri^Purak-ji has 
therefore been merciful to Ms servant, and increased bis power, so 
that his territory now extends to the borders of Chin and the 
Imits of the Afghans, with all MuMn, and the rich possessions 
beyond the Sutluj. To ife the favored servant of such a monarch, 
honor; to serve such a Raj is dignity. You are always to re- 
side in the fort of^Ktogii; or, during necessary absences, you 
will leave your most trusty follower ; be he your immediate ndib, 
or who else, he must be a second self. His and your orders are, 
to hold the fortress ^^ainst all coiners, be they who they may, my 
son, minister, or servant ; hear they my sanad or not; no one 
gains admittance,^ not even^ myself, until thrice I have thrust mj 
head in at the wicket, and thrice thou hast thyself examined my 
betod(l) : then, and then only^.may the gate be opened. You ar© 


AN m the pahjab. 


31 


to keep an eye upon all neiglibonrs, from Kashmir to Belaspur, ap- 
prizing the fakir instantiy of any movement at JarnmUj Nurpor, 
or Mandi. If symptoms of disturbance arise in any quarter, or 
any opportunity offers for extending our infiuenee, be watchful, and 
report ; but in no way act, except in self-defence, without express 
orders ; and then, be not hasty, knowing that the royal mind may 
change, or affairs take a different turn* Much is not said, but yon 
have penetration and will understand. My servants are wise and 
obedient, and it would be cruel to tempt them by negiigence to be 
otherwise* , Think not then that suspicion reigns in my breast, far 
otherwise ; the Sardars around K^gr^ are in especial favor ; may 
they long continue to deserve it. Caution, however, and foresight 
prevent calamity. Bellasis, be prudent, be vigilant, be cautious.’* 

Thus ended this strange epistle : it contained another in the or- 
dinary character, being an order to the governor to give up the 
fort and territory of K^ngrd to the High-in-rank, the favored of , 
the Maharajah, the WeB-wisher, the Valiant-in-battle, and the 
Wise-in- Darbar, Colonel Bellasis. The latter epistle was signed 
by Rajah Dhy^n Singh, and another, much to the same efect, had 
nf' AasMdIn. Both bore the Maharajah*s signet apd 
pi3y%te marks ; but my , cypher , had only attached. 

My time was bus3y;0ccupied for >the next week in preparation 
for my command ; my success had been beyond my hopes ; the 
office was an important one, hut being in the hills, much enhanced 
its value. Night and day was I now engaged, surrounded with 
ummedwdrs with new levies, civil and lociilitary, horse' and foot ; 
every creature that could crawl considered lymself entitled to sen^'e 
mew“aud'>€xpe.Gtmy favor ; -even Nand Singh was not above offer- 
ing me a dozen recruits; from each of whom I doubt not, he re- 
received a douceur of a month's pay. Every man who had seen 
me enter the town, now considered himself as my friend ; all who 
had -Spoken to me became my brothers; elephants and horses, 

, all sorts, sabres of every price, from Damascus blades, 
that by the tarn of a wrist could cut horizontally through an orange 
placed'on theendof aspear, toeight-an??a blades of the Lahaur 
bazar ; matchlocks as various, from the beautiful S^ndh barrels to 
the common^t - trumpery ; . all were for sale around me, and my 
levies and umnfe4i$Mr^‘Were careering about, strutting and making 
the'most of them^elvqs ;'in .every garb _ and every manuei:. .'But 
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Chaad Khan was in especial feather ; he considered me as it were 
his own ; the child pf his making ; and almost against my will I 
took to him scarcely less kindly. He offered himself as my naib ; 
this I refused j but said he should remain as my vagil at the 
Darbar, on the condition however of giving up his present qnes« 
tionable practices ; he was an konest man, and followed the business 
more for the sport than the profit ; he had therefore some difficult 
ty in deciding whether he should serve the state or oppose it ; he 
could not do both ; be the servant of the Maharajah's servant and 
an avowed robber ; with many a sigh, he accepted my terms, I 
consenting to take into employ fifty of his countrymen, whom in- 
deed I was glad to get, for they were all stout hands, well acquaint- 
ed with the country* Aliverdi Khan, the head of them, was a 
particularly smart intelligent fellow and did me good service. Of 
Ch^nd Khan's inherent trustiness I had some slight doubts ; but 
taking him in all he was much the man J wanted ; he knew every 
•body, and feared no one, was bold, and had been true to the salt 
of hb former master ; a good earnest of fealty to the new one. 
However, while ostensibly trusting him entirely, I took care to 
leave one of my own servants, a quiet, steady man, by name MorM 
Beg, to look after my mqil $ he was not to make acquaintance 
with Ch4nd Khan, but was simply to keep me apprized of hi» 
habits and haunts ; mentioning how he generally passed his time> 
^ho were 'Ms associates, ^d what places he freqi^nted> V' ^ ' 

> ^'To OhAud 'KMu I that 

bar ; that, whether he had heard from me. or hot, he was daily to 
present my dutiful respects ; that beyond this, he was to be silent, 
give no opinions, and ask no questions ; to appear as stupid as 
pos^^bie, but to have all his ears and eyes open. I told him that 
if he once deceived me, we parted ; but that if he faithfully serv- 
ed me, his stipulated pay should be but a small part of his profits ; 
and that, for every definite piece of intelligence he should be sepa- 
rately paid, according to its value* In time of need, he was to 
send me any extra intelligence, at any cost ; and for ordinary oc- 
easions, I was to station two Harkarm at every twenty I did 
not disguise from Chfind Khin that : iny aims were high, and he 
needed little argument to she*# that master and servant must rise 
or fall together. I left with Mm money to buy over all who were 
to be bought ; well knowing that the humming of a hundred in- 
fects is louder tlian the voice of one man, that any one about tht 
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court may reach any preferment, and that the- most insignificant of 
those who- have access to the palace, may prove useful. Nand 
Singh I found associated with me, not only as Major of the Lan- 
cers, but as Deputy of the fort ; . and I was ordered always to keep 
a squadron of my regiment in the garrison. Eanjit, with all his 
apparent confidence, had jumped at this arrangement on perceiving 
the sinister glances Nand Singh directed towards me on the day of 
his catastrophe, “ '’Tis said I to myself, Well the 

fellow's metal/' Before the week was over,, I had enlisted thir- 
teen hundred men ; my Lancers mustered seven hundred, and 
Khushiyii Singh's regiment, eight hundred ; I had besides, six 
light guns, so that I made a formidable appearance as I moved to 
my first camp, a few miles beyond the city of Lahaur. 

Before starting, I had been admitted to another interview with 
the Maharajah, who received me with great favor : as before, he 
askeet many questions, seemed pleased at my understanding his 
dumb shew, and drew me out to tell of the adventui-es I had seeiu 
In return, he talked of his own early career^ and told me I should 
come to the interview he was to have with the Governor- General* 
of India at Bupar. 

Before quitting the darhar, I had some specimens of justice in 
the Panjib* . A, or orderly, whom I |iad' noticed a» L passed' 

through the street# helping himself and horse gratis, from a corn- 
chandler's shop, brought in a miserable creature accused of stealing 
a melon from the garden. The culprit was ordered to be tethered 
like a horse, for a twelve month, and to be kept lying on his belly 
with his arms and legs at full stretch. Another man, accused of 
even some slighter ofience, had his nose split. A Brahman rushing 
into the presence in frantic tones, called for justice ; with difficul- 
ty he was made to explain, that Sirdar Fattah Singh Man had 
seized the ten bigkas of land his family had held in dharamarat for 
• fody generations ; his Highness's reply, that his case would be in:- 
yestigated, was so little sati^actory, that the complamant tore open 
his breast, and before he could be stopped, had infiict.ed several 
deep gaslies on his person ; the man was one of a class called Ck'hu^ 
ri maT^d),^ who thus extort justice, and by such summary dkarna 
often gain their ends ; the eventual fate of the Brahman I never 
heard. Scarce was the bleeding wretch disposed of, when the prin- 
■ cipal against the renter of which a change 

was wanted, were:?.' <c|lted in* Either there wasa mo cause of cea- 
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plaint, or tliev had got their cue from the renter, for their evidence 
went to prove that even less than the assessment had been taken 
from them. This was a sad mistake in their policy, and to bring 
them to reason, one was ordered to stand on hot bricks. Ranjlt, 
however, did not delight in witnessing pain, and let the man oif in 
aTew moments, mulcting the district, however, twenty thousand 
rupees, having already kept the poor creatures hanging off and on 
for four months. Perhaps my presence benefited the prisoners, 
for his Highness was always anxious to shew well before farmtgis. 

Before I got my dismissal, I was shewn the crown jewels, and 
among them, the Koh4-nur(nf) ; but all these things have been des- 
cribed so often, that I will pass them by. Altogether the appear- 
ance of the Lion's Court was not what I expected : indeed I have 
seen more of state, as well as of real dignity among Princes of much 
inferior rank. Eanjit himself was plainly dressed, generally weai*- 
in^ a green turban ; and a rich pearl necklace was almost his only 
ornament. Hira Singh, a boy of about ten years old, and son to 
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I could assume, I glanced round the room and said. Before his 
benefactor the servant is all humility; but even in the presence, the 
ravens emj the eagle.” ** There are good men present, Beilasis.” 
said Banjit, evidently urging me on. Yes,” said Tej Singh, a 
great, huge fellow, calling himself General, and nephew of Khu- 
shiyAl Sing, many that could trample on an upstart horse-jockey, 
who. III he bound, had nothing better than an ass to ride in his 
own country.” A loud laugh was niised, in which I joined and 
added, ** Even on such an animal I would pot down dn unwieldy 
boaster, and cram a spear down his throat, as easily as he would a 
chapdtzJ' 

The monster half rose, but the Maharajah bade him be still, and 
some of the leading Sarddrs, among whom were Lena Singh Ma*^ 
jit4, and Atar Singh(€), appeared annoyed at the fracas ; the faqhr 
and DhyAn Singh; too, interfered to change the train of cofirtea- 
tion ; the darbar broke up* and I got my rukhsaL That evening 
ChAnd KhAn came to me with an air of great importance, and took 
an opportunity when we were aloAe, of slipping a note into my 
hand; adding, The sahib is doubtless aware that Sarddr 
Lena Singh Majita cannot be uninterested in the affairs of KAn* 
gri.*^"'' I reptbved the lor allowing himself to be * drawn 

from the strictly neutM position which I had assigned to 
him, but I was not displeased at the note itself, the purport of 
which was that I might find difficulties I little expected in taking 
possession of my fortress, but that in Lena Singh I had a friend at 
Court. My new ally will be mentioned more at large hereafter ; 
suffice it now fo say that he was a mechanic and an astronomer, as 
well as a good soldier and a virtuous man. He was by far the 
best specimen of the Sikh Sarddrs, and was much respected by all 
parties. Before setting out on my journey, or entering on the web 
of intrigue already weaving around my steps, I must digress for a 
fe^ minutes to give d s%ht outline of the, extraordinary people 
among whom I had fallen ;' and in sketching them, I shall borrow 
largely from Sir John Malcolm. 

In A./D. 1469, Mnak ShAh, or Gum Mnak, the founder of 
the Sildi(/) sect, was bora at Talwandi on the banks of the Bey4h, 
(or Hyjffiasis) ; his father was a Hindu, of the military caste, tho' en- 
gaged in business* ^ son refused to follow his father s employ* 
menf, but turned all bin thoughts to religion, and at an early age 
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travelled into every part of the East, conversing with ail ranks, and 
even disputing with the Emperor Bibar. The grounds of his doc- 
trine were, the Unity and Omnipresence of God ; and his object 
was, to shew both Musalmans and Hindus that they were equally in 
error. He died, and was buried at Kartapnr on the Rivi. The 
precepts of Nanak and of his two successors were collected by the 
fourth Guru, Arjammal, into the Adlid Gritnth^ or hrst book of 
the Sikhs' holy writings. By this work Arjammal brought himself 
into notice and incurred suspicion. He was imprisoned and put to 
dea^ by the Mahommedan authorities, in A. D. 160{5. His mur- 
der roused his Mowers, and persecxition ensued, which worked out 
its usual consequences. The hitherto peaceful Sikhs united them- 
selves under Har Govind, the son of their murdered leader, into a 
band, bent on vengeance. Har Govind, and his grand^jon who 
succeeded him, passed a life of persecution, and were soldiers more 
than priests. The Delhi empire was then in its zenith, and the 
Sikhs but a handful. N^ak, to conciliate the Mahomedans, 

\ had forbidden hog’s desh to his Mlowers ; but Har Govind 
all desh except that of the cow, lawful ; he studied in every way 
to make his followers hardy, and inure them to fatigue. Upon his 
death, the succession was disputed, and between internal dissentions 
and Modem persecution, the sect was nearly exterminated ; when, 
after one oif itwo inteiwening priesthoods, the Guru Teg Bahddar 
VTO pht, td death> ^ Wt to hia; Govind^' vA-'K* < 1 
tage of revenge, which, boy ssb he was, he toot up. He acquired 
the fort of Anandpur M^kiwal on the Sutlej, and made fundamen- 
tal changes in the Sikh policy ; for, whereas Nanak ‘interfered lit- 
tle with the dvd. institutions of the Hindus, Guru Govind declar- 
ed all men equal ;,and some of the sweeper caste, who had brought 
iis father’s corpse from Delhi, were rewarded with high rank and 
employment. Their descendants are now known as Rangrdtd 
Bmghs, Govind likewise changed the designation of his followers 
fmm, Sikh to Singh, which means Hon ; thus setting an object of 
ambition before the . very scum of the earth ; he desired that they 
should he all soldiers, wear Hue, and carry steel ; on meeting, 
their watchword was to be "^‘Wah, Gurti-ji , Ae Mate ! Wah, 
Guru-ji ke futteh V* He instituted the Gm*u M^t, or grand 
council at Amritsir, and wrote the Dtisma Granth, which tells of 
his exploits, as well as expounds the law : he made many gallant 
stands against the Emperor of Delhi’s OiEcers^ and particHarly 
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fended Chamkaur (g) to extremity ; his eyentual fate is wrapped in 
mystery. Guru Govind was the tenth, md last acknowledged 
leader of the Sikhs, and is looked on as the originator of their poli- 
tical greatness. But Bkndk, one of his devoted follow^ers, taking 
advantage of the troubles that followed Aurangzeb's death in A. 
D. 1707, after several petty successes, ventured to encounter Fauj- 
dar Khan, Governor of Barhind, hated by the Sikhs as the murder- 
er of Govind's children. Bdndl was the victor, and sacked Sarhind, 
destroying all, of every sex and age, who would not become Sikhs ; 
he defiled the Mosques, and, leaving Sarhind a heap of mins, lie 
overran the whole country to the Jumna. Even Saharanpur did 
not entirely escape him, and he only stopped at Fanipat, from 
whence he retired, and afterwards defeated the Viceroy of lAhaur. 
Eventually he was Ijiemmed in, in the foil: of Lohgad, under the 
hills North East of L^aur, and there starved into surrender* mit 
to Delhi, and cruelly put to death, ^ 

The Sikhs consider as a heretic, though a brave leader : 

he tried, though unsuccessfully, to; introduce many changes ; the 
Ak^is (k) opposed his innovations ; and as defenders of the Mth, 
have since arrogated to themselves the exclusive right of wearing the 
On Banda’s death, the 'llp^ejns waged' a 
war Sikhs j all who escaped tied to the 
hills North Eaifet of L^haur, and remained almost forgotten for thirty 
years, until Nadir Shah’s invasion, when they jdundered those who 
fed from him. When the victor returned from Delhi, laden with 
spoil, the Sikhs hung on Ms rear, and got a rich booty.' On , 
dir’s death, taking advantage of the weakness of Lahaur, they issued 
from their fastnesses, recmited, and carried their arms through the 
PanjAb, till they fe-possessed themselves of Amritsir. 

The Sikhs had followed BandA as a military leader, but Govind 
was their last Guru and after him, they were governed by their 
own immediate SardArs, great and small, strong and weak ; a con- 
stitution that could only have been held together by the external 
pressure of persecution. At the Guru Mat, however, a leader was 
always elected, and rank and influence there, as elsewhere, had their 
weight ; common danger united them, oppression, thirst of ven- 
geance, and the distractions of their enemies, were all links in the 
chain of their ccmfederacy. 

The first Afghan eruptian. A, D. 1746, benefited their : 
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they took advantage of it to seize the Jalandnr Doah ; they weft 
kept in check, however, by Mir Manu, the Governor of Lahaiir, 
who was only prevented from pressing them harder by the influence 
of a Sikh in his service. His Naib and successor, Adma Beg, en- 
couraged the Sikhs for his own purposes and as a check to the Af- 
ghans, Ahmad Shah Ahdalli enraged at their daring, and at the 
Countenance they received from Delhi, invaded India, resolved on 
their punishment. Tlie Sikhs avoided coming to an engagement, 
but hung on his baggage. On his return to Kabul, Ahmad left his 
»on "Mmm to chastise them ; he took Amritsir, defiled their tem- 
ples, and filled up their holy tank ; these outrages exasperated the 
Sikhs, who rose eft masse, drove him out of the PAnjfib, and tri- 
umphed so far that one of their rulers even took Lahaixr, and coined 
rupees with the impression of “ Kh^lsAh-ji.” Their former friend, 
Adina Beg Khan, was now glad to call in the MahrAthfis to recov- 
er fi*om the Sikhs Ms Subd of Lahaur, and these new: allies, under 
R&gonAth R4o, after taking Sarhind, swept(like a tempest as far as 
the Atak, dispossessing both Afghans and Sikhs of Lahaur and^ the 
other towns. The troubles in the south soon recalled the Mahr^- 
thas, who left Adina Beg as their Governor at Lahaur. He died 
within a few months, and the Sikhs again seized the capital. Ah- 
mad Shdh, after his victory at P^nipat, once more endeavoured to 
subdue the Sikhs, and drove them before him from one end of the 
Panj^b ti iBie'btheri 'ahd'-took Amfitsit, rai&iia';'4te*wa]Efe,. iagmn 
filing up' Its' He 

washed with their blood the mosques they had polluted ; hut on 
his return to Kdbul, they attacked and drove out his governors* 
seized Lahaur, and destroyed the mosques he had just purified. 

enacted the following year#^ Ahmad Shfih 
‘took 'Lahdtr,'’" and Sikhs again took advantage" of 
his retiring to re-take it, and as long as he lived, continued 
to molest Ms troops, rarely coming to a battle, but actively 
and perseveringly galling them ; and themselves fiying to the 
MHp, when hard pressed. The anarchy that followed the 
death cKf Ahmad, and the evenf greater weakness of the Dehli 
throne, gave the Sikhs ample oppcttunity to subdue the Panjfib, 
and consolidate their power ; what they ascribe to their own insti- 
riitions and courage, is mainly attributable to this decay of the em- 
pires OB either side. Their religious system, attractive as it Was to 
low-born Hindus, never found much favour with the Mgher castes 
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or witli the Mahomedans, and their policy of having every village 
chief his own master, earned in itself the elements of dissolution. 
Had an enemy appeared, or had not a master spirit arisen among 
themselves, they would doubtless have sunk into insignificance ; for, 
even ^ 'now, after years of unbroken prosperity, their numbers are 
quite insignificant, and I doubt whether the whole Fanjab contains 
a quatler of a million of Sikhs: the chief part of them are to be 
found in the Manjah,(f), about Amiitsir and Lahaur, and amang the 
Sardars and court retainers. A Sikh cultivator is rarely seen, 
most of that occupation being Hindus or Musalmans, the fonner 
being perhaps as two to one, and the Musalmdns prevailing to the 
westward* I should loosely estimate the population of the Panjab 
at about quarter of a million of Sikhs, half a million of Musalmdns 
and three quarters, of a million of Hindus. The whole system of 
the Sikhs is unfavourable to the multiplication of their race; con- 
tinual feuds must cut od* great nambers, and their habits are un- 
congenial to fruitfulness ; there probably m not a more dissolute 
race on the face of the earth 5 and though by their active habits, 
some do live to good old age, yet most are childless, and a large 
family is never found : they all drink, and eat bhangh and opium^ 
A l^gf of the troops are Hindn;and either 

in septate up with Sikhs 5 ' indeed, Ranjit Singh 

very wisely cares less for caste and country than for good legs and 
shoulders ; his infantry, when I joined, amounted to perhaps thirty- 
hve thousand ; with as many cavalry, of ail classes, and sixty guns. 
'^Oie first are steady on parade, and good looking men, but manoeu- 
vre slowly ; the cavalry are ili-mounted, and inferior to almost any 
I have seen ; the guns (A) are badly got up, and there does not seem 
m eMcient artilleryman among them; against an European enemy 
they would, after the first discharge, be only an incumbrance, and 
would probably induce defeat. Ranjit himself estimates his troops 
' fairly, and has, directed them against the; weak poiate ; of Ms 
obeying the lewt hint British Agent at Lu<fianl^‘ 

aiad 'titillating the territory south ,fibe Suteluj as his own, only by 
the suferfLUce of the English. Perhaps there is no stronger proof 
of his judgment than that in twenty- three years, no quarrel should 
have arisen between him and them, intimately mixed as is his terri- 
tory with the states under their protection. 

But, to retiiin^(%,viOyi,q,wu personal narrative; the day after my 
last audience, I set oql.dn' my, journey, the order of march* being# 
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a squadron of lancers in front ; next, Khushiyal bmgh s regiment 
then the guns; after them, my new levies; and the body of lan- 
cers under Nand Singh, bringing up the rem\ 

For some days all went smoothly ; I admired the careless good- 
humour of the Sikhs, and was surprised at my deputy’s suddenly im- 
proved air and demeanour. He would often come up, and respect- 
fully ride by my side, or a little behind ms, most zealously conducing 
to my comfort, and obviating every possible trouble. The good- 


soon as we reached our ground, the men, horse and foot, scattered 
over the country, often going five and eight miles for forage, and 
renewing the march next*moming with as much alacrity as if they 
had slept all day. Good material,"’ said I, ‘‘ for an army ; on- 
ly wanting good pay and good leaders to make you crack fellows.” 
As we advanced, Nand Singh’s attentions encreased; two or three 
dark4ooking fellows of his were constantly at my elbow ; I did not 
like their looks, but they were smart and active, and forestalled all 
my wants. Of an evening, I usually wandered forth with a gun 
over my shoulder ; and now, as we approached the low hills, my 
trips were longer and more frequent, sometimes prolonged till after 
uightfali. Ali Verdi Kh^n, and my own Pesk Kkidmat^ HassUn 
All, took me to task for this. Does not the sdhih see what 
' sbouMroIs'thor© are about the a ' that 

would shoot you the bit of lade for 

your gun. Besides, you aremot without enemies ; and We have of 
late observed your steps watched.” I laughed, and said, f* this 
ride and pair of good bull-dogs would do for half a dozen, not* to 

count yourselves something,” "‘True, 
saBb, we do,” and one stroked h^ heard, and the other twisted 
his whiskers ; “yes, sahib, we are not either of us Sikhs ; but still, 
it is not wise to act thus ; the best beloved have enemies, and few 
are so considerate as to give notice when they mean to attack.” I 
so far listened to advice, as to permit four of AH Verdi’s Multdnis 
to follow me on horseback at a iittl|^stance, but I did not give up 
my sport. . " ^ ^ 

, ; One evening we had shot a hog-deefe a fiorican, and some black 
partridge ; and at sun-set turned campwards. We had mounted, 
and had five miles of tangled, uneven ground to cross, with two 
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deep, raviny nalds ; had passed the first, and in the second, not 
more than half a mile from camp, there was abont two feet of wa- 
ter ; the banks were lined with brushwood about a man*s height, 
through which we had carefully picked our way, for it -was now 
dark. The MultAnis had closed up, and we were in all nine per- 
sons ; when in the middle of the stream a voEey of fifteen or twen- 
ty matchlocks opened upon us, at a distance of not above tliirty 
yards from both flanks, on the side to which we were going. 

Spread out, men, and push across : do not fire, bxit have at the 
dogs with your talwdi'S^^ was my cry, as I heard the balls whis- 
tlmg about my ears. We da«jhed across before they could re -load, 
but the ruffians threw themselves into the brushwood, and though 
we beat about, we could not dislodge one. The next best thing to 
catching them was to push home and see after this matter. 

Shove OB my lads ! But how stand we ? No one hurt I hope 
My followers gathered round^at my vbice^ but I found we only 
mustered seven. Ha ! who is missing,*' E^mjan the Multamf, 
and Hassan Ali.'* Hasten back to the ndld, then, and look for 
&ena, .perhaps our delay may cost their lives !’* As we returned, a 
horse, wild with terror, tried to rush past us, nearly breaking our 

whowithad^th gra% dung* to the 
animal. In the dim light, we did not at first perceive the rider, 
but seizing hold of the reins, discovered that the poor fellow had been 
shot thro’ the head, and had fallen forwards, convulsively throwing 
his arms round the horse, when his sharp, unoccupied, stirrups, 
dangling against the animal, urged him forward. The sudden stop 
brought, the lifeless burthen to the ground, and we found, to our 
sorrow, that he was quite dead. Hassan Ali had been more fortu- 
nate ; his horse was shot, and had reared and fallen over with him ; 
the friendly stnipp, of a tree saved him from worse inconvenience 
th^ the temporary imprisonxnent and a good wetting. We help- 
out of the' ndii, left' two of our^p^rty tcTwateh the corpse 
titt.^ppuld send a c&^pMtor 4;- ami piished on for camp ; but be- 
fore 'VW^amv^ we were' met by ' lights, musais, and hundreds of 
wild figured, in every degree of disarray, shouting and yelling like 
fiends, lie voEey, sharp and loud, was carried by the wind ; and 
coming at su&’an hour from -the direction I was in, caused more 
than suspicioiii^' bugle sounded to arms, and, in less time 
a regimeat of would take to bit their horienj, 
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mj jolly fellows were bearing towards me. The wild and hearty 
shouts that greeted my advance were very grateful to me, but there 
was little time for words. '' Follow me to my tent, men I Order a 
muster of the lancers; and you, Ali Verdi Khan, turn out W^hab 
and Khairat Ali, the trackers, and return to the ford ; tell them 111 
give five hundred rupees for every man that they prove concerned/’ 
“ Good, my Lord ; your servant is ready/’ In a few minutes the 
lancers were paraded by torch-light ; most seemed, and expressed 
themselves, delighted at my return, though they hardly understood 
why I so scrutinized their countenances, and Nand Sing fretted at 
my suspicions. All were present except one, Muhammed Shah, a 
peculiar favourite of the Major’s, and one who of late had been 
much about me. His absence was readily explained by three or 
four comrades, who said that he with them had been out foraging, 
but that his horse, being a little lame, had lagged behind. ** And 
where fe your nag ? Mohar Singh,” said I to a raw-boned Sikh, 
who looked rather foolish standing in his place. Was it not re- 
ported instantly,” exclaimed Nand Singh, that the poor fellow’s 
horse died of a fit of the gripes as we came up to our ground to- 
day ?” It is that which makes you look so blown my man, is it ? 
Ah, well, — ^IMajor, send Muhammed Sh^h to me as soon as he comes 
np/’ , ' 

in about an hour the man presented himself, Ms horse looked 
fresh, but out of condition, you do not/’ smd Iv "" look after him ; 
if you lose your horse you’ll Ibse your service/’, I said no more, 
for at a glance I perceived that the anirhal was none of his own, 
but a rip belonging to Nand Sing, lent for the occasion. My sus- 
piciom ithpre thap confirm however I ordered a distribu- 
tion of and a halt the next day, in reward of the ready 

interest of the troops in my behalf. Though I said nothing, Ali 
Verdi Khan and Hassan Ali, and some of the lancers too, were not 
slow in asserting that the attack had been planned by Nand Singh. 

Bid we not see him whispering to that huge Sikh who lost his 
horse in the skirmish? and to that little blackguard Muhammed Shah, 
who is a devil incarnate ? It was not , an hour before you started 
that they were talking together. , And do you not remember that m 
the morning Nand Singh recommended you to go in that direction for 
game ? hut advised you not to fire till you had crossed the second 
nmia ? ^Tfais morning some wild shaggy iookmg fellows, who have 
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been Hanging' about tbe camp, were seen by Safdar KHan wbo was 
with the advance : about two hours before we arrived, they took 
the direction of the hills/’ Well, my good friends, thanks for 
your zeal, hut be silent, or you will do me harm. I am awake, 
q^uite awake, but we must make sure before we stiike/’ 

Dui'ing the day, Ali Verdi returned ; he brought the heron’s 
feather of a trooper’s plume ; none such were in my cap, but the 
lancers wore them ; this was found among the prints of many feet 
on one dank of the ghat, where there were also tracks of a horse’s 
feet ; Aii Verdi had, with Wahab, followed these traces a mile 
along the nala; the shoes were inverted, but this did not for a mo- 
ment deceive the old Khoje, who observed that it only made the 
hind feet appear to go before the fore ones. They then turned, 
and joined Khair^t Ali, who was leisurely following similar tracks 
on the other side of the nala, where, after keeping the baiik, for a 
short distance, they had returned* and attempted to keep in tlieir 
own footsteps ; it seemed that the presence of a horse had put 
them out, and that after the, first few yards they had throwii him 
down, lashed his legs together, and carried him on their shoulders. , 
to avoid detection from his foot prints. Wlien they reached tlie 
ghdi, they rightly thought that amid so much trampling it would 
be difficult to trace them but, though beyond the ghat the men’s 
tracks were detected, there was no further trace of the horse, and 
the men evidently wore, to disguise their foot prints, web shoes, 
formed with the heel, both fore and aft ; so that none*but an estpe- 
rienced hand who could detect the comparative pressure left by the 
weight of the hind and fore-part of the foot, could have told which 
way the party went. Ali Verdi left the Ehojes with every hope of 
a successful pursuit. 

The next morning I renewed the march, leaving Ali V erdi with 
a hundred men to aid the trackers, and both money and promises 
.‘to-" fexpedite their movemouts : there wm something kindly and 
frank in the man that took me from the first, and I could not have 
deputed a' trustier hand. 

The attack was duly reported at darbar as an unforeseen and 
ill understood affair, the work probably of a party of Kozdks, on 
whose track we now were, and would soon report further. 

Nothing further of note occurred, until we reached Kdngra, on 
approaching which I mustered all my diplomacy, anticipating dmt 
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I should not easily effect an entrance, although armed with a royal 
farman, and backed by a large body of troops. However, I was 
not wont to distrust myself; I called a halt, when within one march 
of the fort, and sent on my pesh khidmat with a courteous letter to 
the governor, enclosing copies of the. open parwanm, I took the 
opportunity to inspect my followers, and was agreeably surprised to 
hnd no symptom of fatigue among* them ; the horses seemed even 
improved, and small as they were, I never saw such hardy, active 
creatures : one of them had particularly attracted my attention, he 
was a little bay, scarcely higher than a pony ; his master, Hakim 
Singh (/), a trooper in the lancers, was one of my orderlies, and 
the fellow seemed perfectly ubiquitous, he was always hazir, al- 
ways ready to gallop off at my bidding, and the little nag appeared 
always as ready as his master. 

During the day, an answer came from Kangra, veiy much what 
I expected: — '"‘The honor is very great, nothing could please Colonel 
DandAwar Singh better than to yield place to so great a bdhddar as 
myself but then, he was strictly enjoined by the Maharajah to ad- 
mit no one ; not even his son, no, nor himself, till after certain pre- 
liminaries ; think, then, most excellent sahib, whether I could dis- 
obey such an order ? You will therefore favour your servant by 
withdrawing your troops from KAngra territory/* By.no means 
daunted, 1 sent off Captain Fareb Khan, with a squadron of horse, 
and two hundred select infantry, bearing a note from mC to the fol- 
lowing effect, Dandiwar Singh is a. wise man, a Mthial servant, 
and a good soldier ; his fame is well known. His friend would 
fain emulate him and gain a like renown. But bearing the Maha- 
rajah’s order, given in open durbar, Colonel Bellasis would have 
his face for ‘ eyer blackened, were he to return without executing 
his commission. The wise BandAwar Singh will therefore under- 
stand that duty cannot be set aside ; but, appx’eciating his merits. 
Colonel Bellasis wishes that the transfer of KAngrd should be made 
with all courtesy, and in the manner most grateful to its present 
gallant governor. As the latter has been long absent from the 
presence, and may not uhdfrstand the improvements of the day, 
his servant, in the way of .mendsMp, Sends him a shell, a specimen 
of those received from the teaglish,«^and adapted to the guns now 
here, which can be, pointed in ^uch a way As to send the shell to the 
top of the highest hill,, even to the clouds. By means of a match 
in a hole in the shell, and wlii^h is just such a length as to last till 
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it reaches its destination, the missile is hlown to atoms, scattering 
its death-dealing contents around. Perhaps my fnend might like 
to see the experiment tried; if so. a couple of my guns are at h« 

'semce/^ 

Neither my kindness, nor my polite hint had any effect, I there- 

fore moved my camp to a convenieBt position beyond range of the 
fort, and rode about, to look out for a weak point; but I found the 
place well supplied mtliin itself, stronger in every way than I had 
anticipated, occupied by a garrison of greater strength thm the 

whole force under me, and headed by one of the ablest ot Gukb 

Singh’s officers; for the governor was but his creature, and on my 
departure from Lahaur had been reinforced with men and supplies, 
and ordered by his master to hold the place to the last e^tremi y. 
Kan-^a. had been often attacked hut never taken, the Gurkhas after 
remdnin^- before it for twelve months, had eventually msed the 
siege, it was only by capitulation that it feU into the hands of the 
Si4^ and it has always, with reason, been considered as their 
strongest fortress. It stands on a hiH. and on three sides it is sm- 
rounded by the Ban Ganga, a river at all tames breast d^p ; on the 
fourth side it is separated from another projecting hill, cafled Jainti 
mS Wadeei.ddl,half aAd^wide. Could I. m the te of Je 
garri^n! havedffected a lodgement by the (m) on the 

fummit of the Jainti Mata.'the sanctity of the pkce would have 

aided me; but the range, I saw, was too long for my light guns. 
SiderstaUng too, from my spies, that the gamsou was not only 
v^^tuaUed for years, but tliat in its tank and spnngs it was free from, 
the usual deficiency of hfii forts, I saw no chance of success, «- 
cept in a coup de main; and that I resolved on the very uextmght. 

Accordingly, in the evening I moved my guns towards Jainta 
Mfitfi and dftihed a party in the direction of each of the two 
watcs’that looked that way, and I purposed, accordmg to the expe- 
to so often successfully tried by the English bo affect intendmg to 

SowSemin ; for the ascents, tho’ steep, would not for Emopeans. 

at leart,, be supposed by the garrison to be impracticable. JJe guns 
Siwev^ were merely to take up such a position as would enable 
tJow sheUs into Kote Kfingra. while tavo select parties of 
Smen each, yrere to take the bull by the horns ; ^d ~g 
the river at di&n&t points, were to make the assault at midnight. 

TO. JmI w„ ti’feV™ •>! opp«te 
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and, by a chain of small parties all round tlie bill, (a circuit of bve 
Ms) keeping up as heavy a fire as possible, while the two real at- 
tacks moved up silently, I had great hopes, amid the distraction and 
surprise, to efect an entrance. 

All was arranged, and a reward of a thousand rupees, with pro- 
motion on the spot, was promised to the man who should be first 
within the works ; when, just before nightfall, a horseman, whose 
fine sinewy steed’s convulsive sobs told what exertions had been 
made by the rider, — dashed into the Camp, shewed the Maharajah’s 
misal and craved passage into the Fort. He passed, entered, and 
before an hour, a message arrived from the Governor that at dawn 
the gates should be opened. 

NOTES. 

(«) The " Institutes of the lame Tartar” would bespeak him a great man, 
an able, juat, and benevolent Monarch ; but his acts form a melancholy contrast 
to the writings he dictated. 

(5) This is the order, which, I understand, Ranjit actually gave to one of his 
Governors, and it is in conformity with his jealous distrustful spirit. 

(c) Literally, strikers with the ktdfe, men who to extort alms or sympathy, 
gash themselves with knives, inflicting flesh wounds on their breastvS and arms 
and thus frightening lookers on into compliance with their demands. 

(d) Literally mountain of lights i« a diamond an inch and a half long, and an 

inch wide ; it was the chief ornaipent of the “ Peacock throne”, of the Gre^t 
^ogul j Nadlf Shdh aeized’it when be Shih 

AbdWli got possesrion of iijn the scramble that wapldatfon s 

from him it descended to his son Taimur, and again to his sons as they succes- 
sively seized the Government: Shah Shuja succeeded in carrying it with him in 
his exile, and in the year 1813 when in the Panjdb, supplicating for aid from the 
Sikh in the recovery of his kingdom, the latter ungraciously demanded the 
diamond, put, many indignities on the fallen monarch and his family, and threat- 
ened even more, uhless the jewel was given up to him; and by such conduct 
became its possessor. 

(e) The first of these Sardars has some smattering of science, and is as much 
above his fellow countrymen in respectability as in mechanical knowledge. The 
second is the son of Amraar Singh Sanddwala ; and a cousin of the Maharaja’s, 
He is rather a respectable man, for a Sikh, but his brother Lena Singh (not the 
person of the same name mentioned above as a superior man) is a noted drunk- 
ard, and their nephew Ajit, Singh, is a forward youth of more pretension than 
power. As kinsmen of the Royal family they are looked up to at darhdr. 

(f) The word, means a disciple, u scholar from the word sikhnOf to learn, 

(p) A considerable town on ^ soulh bank of the Sutelnj, The confederat- 
ed Sikhs* after they had sacked Sarhind in 1763, gave it in free tenure to the So- 
who are the descendants of Guru Govind. 
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(h) Iiit^rally immortals (or without death), the title of what may be calleti 
tlm Koight-errants among the Sikhs. They are a class who devote themselves 
to watch the holy tank at Araritsir, and to defend with their lives the Sikh re- 
ligion against all innovators; they are dissolute and insolent, but are tolerated by 
the Government for ifee sake of their furious courage, which, especially when 
excited by opium, has on several occa^ons done good service to their sect* 

(z) The name of the tiact between the rivers Eavi and Byah, from whence 
the Sikhs originally sprung, spreading abroad as their arms prevailed. It has fre- 
quently happened that one small village, of fifty ora hundred ploughs, has fur- 
nished two or three Sardarst men who joined the ranks with only a horse and 
spear, and have in a few years carv ed out for themselves principalities* Much to 
their credit these soldiers of fortune have not been ashamed of their origin, but 
generally retain the name of their native village as an affix to their own name, 
and as a family mark. 

(It) Good judges hold an opinion different from Bellasia ; but having more 
than once narrowly inspected the Sikh guns, horses and harness, and having talk- 
ed with their artillery officers and privates, my opinion is, that the Bfahrdtha ar- 
tillery was better appointed and more efficient than the Sikh is. 

(/) More than one such pony and rider have I seen, out-doing the powers 
even of the steeds that bore about heavenly Una” and other damosels errant, 

‘‘ Whose milk-white palfreys scorning grass, 

' Just crop a rose leaf as they pass/’ 

I have seen a little wiry nag thus carry about a heavy man, neither party 
seeming to know what rest, food, or water meant. The mischief is that a Euro- 
pean purchasing one of these gifted animals, finds the spell broken, and his pony 
wanting all the care that common ponies require. However X know of one offi- 
cer's pony which, dtinng the late war, carried a pair of heavy boxes, with bed- 
ding, and a man sitting on the top, from Khelat-i-Gilji to Mokhoor, seventy-six 
miles, in twenty-eight hours, including three for rest ; the whole burthen was 
estimated at four maunds or 320 pounds ; the owner of this wonderful pony, in 
company with the above, and neither of the horses or riders suffered; the ani- 
Hials were of the Kozak breed from beyond Khiva. 

(m) A temple, or literally a station of the Goddess Debee. As mentioned i» 
the prefrice, the history and description of Kangra aim at fidelity ; it was besieg- 
ed as here described, and ultimately fell to the Sikhs much in the manner stated 
by the Mdrti id the fifth chapter. 
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CONTENTS. 

“ l%e Tii^h ma'iCs ioeaHh is Ms strong-hold,'^ Some hints on. the chasef for the gen- 
tiemm of Mdion Momhrag,-'-Gh}e up your point if you wish to gain it.” 


** The Indian prowling for his prey, 

Who hears the settlers track his way. 

And knows in distant forest far. 

Camp his red brethren of the war ; 

He, when each double and disguise, 

To bafiSe the pursuit he tries. 

Low crouching now his head to hide, 

Where swampy streams through rashes glide, 

Now coTrering with the withered leaves, , 

The foot prints which the dew receives.” 

JSdhehy, 


, I must . Mm -tetum to wli^t^Kad -uad 

wBl let Cklnd SMu tel Mk own etorj? t 
of its flowers and otiief redtoiflan'ciea. ' ' ' 

Your Excellency ; after the departure of your radiant pre- 
sence, the light of Lahaur became darkness, the Maharajah opened 
not his mouth, and the darhar was alent ; your enemies, however, 
insinuated themtolves into tiie royal ear, and soon assailed your 
well-wishers. The Lord of favor (a), however, judged right : the 
Maharajah is an %preciator of merit, and bade my Lord*s detract- 
ors be silent. Soon came in reports of the excellent discipline of 
the march, of the unheard of moderation of the troops, of the 
regular and orderly manner in which you passed through cities and 
towns, avoiding crops, or where^unayoidb-biy injuring, giving imme- 
diate remuneration (b)^ the Maharajah was pleased, and my Lord’s 
enemies hid their faces. Then cam^ the report of the vile attack 
on my Lord. The Maharajah was enraged, and some of the coun- 
cillors could scarcely conceal their chagrin. The Minister and 
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dtlier® {%Ykom mj Lord knows-) 'affected it was all a pretence of 
yours ; then came other reports j and it even reached the presence, 
that KiiigiA vrould not open its gates. The Maharajah that day 
(it was the 11th clay of the month Safar) suddenly turned to the 
Eajah and said, it is long since we have visited your jS* 

grrs (e) or enjoyed your hospitality ; order the train, to-morrow 
we propose to march that way ; no excuses, the season I know is 
hot, and the distance is great ; but by the blessing of Gamji (d), 
the places are cool, and when reached, will repay the fatigues of ■ 
the journey. Order General Court, with his owm and Khushiya! 
Sing's brigade to attend ; see that all is ready by the third watch 
of the night — let the pe$h khana proceed immediately.'' 
ehashm," and the Rajah withdrew : — ^there was a slight cur! on Ms 
Highness' mouth, but he did not speak as if disturbed, and im- 
mediately proceeded with other business ; I kept my place, silent as 
usual, and soon three or four others followed the Rajah ; when he 
returned, they, too, soon caMe, after some short delay, and when he 
had stated that the preparations had all been ordered, he sMd in his 
usual soft and winning way: Lam the Sa7*kd7*'s slave, all I have 
is his, he has raised me from the dust : this journey will cost mo- 
neys Mt the’ ^^rvant be permitted to' pay the. e^cpences^ m he k to. 
haire''fha‘hono# Of'tM' ittyal vistft j • .My y%lr, and ' those of my 
brothers, have been more than usually productive tins year : let 
your servants then offer these nine lakhs of rupees as a peslikmh 
to the throne and as he spoke, hanght after banghl of ducats and 
of rupees was brought into the presence ; it was more than the 
Maharajah coiild stand ; his eyes literally feasted on the heaps of 
treasure. '"* Mishr Beni RMn, eh Mishrji, see the money counted, 
and that the coin is all of the true sicca Has your Highness 
any commands for your excellent servant the faithful Behasis 
said the Rajali, ** for I am dispatching a trusty messenger, desir- 
ing him to lose no time in acquainting the presence of his having 
enter^ on his important charge'''-*-**" Yes, tell him to seek a coo! 
shadj^ spot for our pavilion ; not that we now tliink we shall go 
just yet in these excessive heats, but lest there should be cause for 
our moving j^tward*" The Rajah stepped from the d'arMr, and 
in an instaht'':§'Jioi*seman, whose steed had for some minutes stood 
chafing at the So^l^-rway, dashed like lightning across Bie plain., 
The riddle need$-BP:‘i^*fpg to my not ere 
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readies, Kingrd wiii have been won ; but mind my Lord; the nine 
lakks will be laid at your door : for one day, and one only, the Ra- 
jah was your friend; from that day he disliked you, your appoint- 
ment increased that dislike, and now you may reckon on his undy- 
ing hate (e) : no small matter in truth, but let the knowledge of it in- 
duce caution, be always armed and attended, and allow no unknown 
person with arms in his hands to approach your person. Thy servant 
will watch the Court, and report ; what more need be said 

I liked the style of Chind Khan's communication, and did not 
dislike its contents i it was clear to me 1 was in a heavy sea, but I 
feared not the breakers, and indeed never reckoned on court favour 
without its concomitant comd intrigue and minion hatred ; I was 
therefore well content to proceed on my w^ay, and strange and un- 
accountable as it mig'ht appear, to do my duty to the Sovereign of 
my election and to the people over whom he had placed me ; the 
game messenger that had entered the fort, brought the above 
note; and trebly content with it, the fort's purposed surrender, 
and my own virtuous resolve, I threw myself on a charpait and, in 
a dream of future prosperity, I slept till the morning star appear- 
ed; a few’* short minutes sufficed for the hasty ablution, and 
the slight personal decoration that I was used to apply, when I 
galloped round my lines, visited my picquets, found them alert, 
and returned to my tent ; I sent for my Sardan and gave orders 
against any possible treachery. Howevet^ and 

shortly after sun-risb we were 'masters of ' 'iU' the 

Panj^b (/). 

No sooner had my troops taken possession of the works, and 
the different parts had been occupied, than I was curious enough to 
visit the points oh'^hi^h I had, meditated the attack ; my predeces- 
sor had been hitherto doing the honours of the fort and still stood 
by me ; while I, with as much nonchalance as possible, hung over 
the ffightful abysses up which the mountain sheep could scarcely 
fold a footing ; for a time he said nothing, but when I had hnished 
my examination in both directions, he remarked significantly, 
well, mMb, and what do yot^ think ? could the Multanis have ma- 
naged it, or those .stout little G^kha feEows, so many ofwhom I see 
among your ranks ; do you think they could have scaled such a 
steep in the face of my poof followers ?” What does my friend 
observed I, innocently ; sihiU ara wise, very 
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wise, but the Sikhs have ears too, most excelknt sir, and truly 
had you attempted the escalade, few of your brave troops would 
have seen their homes again; Kiiigri has many a source of 
strength that meets not the. eye; these loose stones, that form the 
breastwork, need only to be unloosed to destroy the army of a Si- 
kunder (g ) ; but these failing, you observe we stand on but an out- 
post that by the pouring down of rocks from above could be enish- 
ed, annihilated in an instant ; and then where would have been my 
thousands of brave boys that were behind them, with tlieir sharp 
ringing jazails (k)^ their long matchlocks, and their tw’ang- 
ing bows ? But sooth, noble Colonel,^ I prefer w-e should have 
met as friends ; for though the hand of Bandawrar Singh knows 
what war is in all its forms, his heart has no pleasure in blood, 
and delights not in slaughter/^ Truly,’' rejoined I it 
would have been an onslaught to have been dreaded, prepared m 
you seem to have been, and as my fiiend says, peace at jill times 
is preferable to war ; and between servants of the same lord how 
much the more urgent !” Before evening the gallant old Sikh had 
moved below with all his garrison ; he had been governor for seve- 
ral years, and I felt for his humiliation even in the exaltation of 
mj own success. 

,|.now occupied my self, day and night m getting acquainted 
with my people of all degrees; with examining the country, its 
passes and its fells, its weak and its strong points ; and for whole 
days, leaving my trustiest in charge of the garrison, wooldT wan- 
der over the hills, try every footpath, and investigate the minutest 
features of my extensive and important charge. My followers, were 
gJstonished ; being accustomed to see all other SarcUirs lolling on 
Bieir eharpais from morning until night, or listlessly and half re- 
clining attend to their business, for the first few hours of the day, 
then sleep ; then with ail parade and shew, at footpace on horse- 
back, or in a tanjan proceed for a mile or two ; my nMrer-ceas- 
ing bodily and mental activity astonished them ; and often would I 
be‘ asked what was its use?' wllfita ehd ? 'why I did not enjoy my- 
self? ** Get married, sahW* (f), said an old lioary-headed fellow to 
me one day, “ get married, and enjoy life.” Y'es, but I am a poor 
man;” "‘Poor! and why' so? why not do as others do? Why 
slave ? what’s the use ? no one will thank you, no one reward ; the 
Maharajah wilbMnk'you have .an’ evil desig.ii, that you perhaps aim 
at popularity audih^^endenee^ md the Amils (k) will vilify yoi^fer 
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TOO ngntiy arawn, renirns not to its strengm ; take tilings easier 
and you’ll last the longer.” I laughed and said, “ your adidce is 
friendly, by no means bad, but men’s natm-es are different, mine 
directs me, as that of other men leads them ; the result is in the 
hands of God.” My adviser made that peculiar sound, like a 
" dmk !” which indicates soiprise or incredulity ; and shaking his 
head replied, “ The sdhib is a wise man in his eccentricity.” 

Thus did I proceed somewhat irregulaidy, but always stirring ; 
when not ia the field, or actively abroad, I would rise before the 
dawn, saunter about the^orks ; then shortly after sunrise hold my 
darbur ; which, with a quarter of an hour’s interval for breakfast, 
kept me till midday ; my accountswith the ra'iyats., all police matters, 
were then discussed and settled ; at midday I was in the practice 
of retiring, if indeed it can be called retirement, to withdraw to an 
apartment without doors ; and screened only from the public gaze 
by pardaM ; tiiis period of the day I devoted to European literature 
; and keeping up correspondence with the world I had left; at 3 p. 
M. my principal followers and landholders attended ; the latter walk- 
ing in, making their scdam, and taking their places on the out- 
spread carpet, and retiring as they chose, or when especially called, 
or requiring anything, having a plea to offer, an excuse to iv.«ke ; 
protection, assistance, remission or other favom- to deniapij'i- or had 
the track of a ti^r pf of a robber to point opt |;; iB^^i^j|ch"cases 
the party. would take^'his seat nacre n^, pad aaljWippfld'COrjver^d^ > 
but in such a tone that any person present coidd put in. his Word! 
and very free of their advice and opinion they were ; the systein 
bore with it more familiaiity than at first I approved ; and "as hag 

°»oae side of me 

pkttitig'' riding aa investigation going on, on fh© 

otha- side, I have been inclined to affeet more of European form • 
but after ad this oriental cool and easiness has its conveniences’ 
An hour before sunset, I w'as again on foot or on horseback iu! 
specting my troops, visiting my cultivation, encouraging the 
putting m a Word at this hut, and an encouraging glance at that 
field ; it was always my -^ject fp pet,pa example to my followers 
of not injuring the crops, and I w?as obhged to make some severe 
exam^es m the, endeavour, biit the effect on afi wus great, and in. 
stead of seeing fields and villages deserted as my cort%e approach- 
ed, t&e khabitaats soon learned to flock about and ureet mv annual 
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Such was the teBor of my life ; two or three days of the week 
almost entirely out, and every day once or more in the fields ; in 
this pleasant and useful manner, twelvemonths passed over my 
head ; when the even tenor of my days was disturbed by two events 
of more stirring interest. 

1 had not been long in my ejnie before I received a parwana 
in the/M/ir’s hand and cypher, entirely approving of aU I had done, 
encouraging me to a continnance of my present line of action, and 
promising protection and reward. A week afterwards Aliverdi 
Khan and his party arrived ; he had kept me acquainted with his 
movements ; and he now brought in seven of the party who had 
attacked us; they were miscreants, the refuse of several of the 
lower castes, some of them hardly knowing whether they were 
Musalmto or Hindu ; hut all ignorant of any religion, and inured 
from infancy to deeds of blood and spoliaticm ; Kanjatrs, Gnjars, and 
ChamArs(0; scenes of debauchery and times of tumult were their 
harvests; they had been attracted by the preparations for my 
march, and followed my camp from Lahaur ; with the usual quick- 
ness of their craft they were soon masters of the politics of my httle 
army ; and one of them hearing Muhammed Shah hint that a few 
bold Mndfe' tmly were wanted tq perfonn an easy job and gain a 
richrefrard, ab!%hiS^wa;hbhtt‘'sfrYck^ md'five hundred rupees 
u'omised for putting me out of the way, and half that amount paid 
down as a retaining fee : the whole party consisted of sixteen men, 
and four of them being from Ktogra neighbourhood, and being 
well acquamted with the country, they fixed the scene of opera- 
tions: the affair was clumsily managed, and they were a cowardly 
set or the Went might have been otherwise ; our activity in taking 
UP the track was more than they expected, and Aliverdi Khan’s un- 
tirins zeal in following up his tracker’s scent (rendered more than 
usually keen by the high promises held out) qmte floored the diase ; 
,0 close indeed were mv men several times on tiiem; that the light. 
li eifthers of their shewed Whepe their cooking had just 

been disturbed, and with afl their knowled^ of the coimtry the. 

were at laAt beaten with their own weapons. My men had at thebcr 
ginning impressions of their feet, that 

Lice tL 'inlW^ity:, ^ priced, yet Ah 

and Khair&t ; too old at their trade to be deceived ; ^ when 

no o»t else of ' ,oouM .see, a symptom of the chas^ 
tkeywofidbe keen on’&e track. Sat I masi give the M«l- 
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tdnFs own account of tlie chase. Indeed, s^Mh, I often' 
thought we were baffled.’* What are you after now, you 
lying scoundrel?” I said in a iit of despondency, to WMifib, 
on one occasion. *' What are you following ? where are you lead- 
ing us to ?” Where ? see this ?” and one very faint clubbed up foot 
was discernible 
know better soon and pL 
cursion ; that’s the bandy lodged fellow, he’s 


why that’s a bear you fool.” ‘^Is it Khan ? YouMi 
[ace more trust in WahM> on our next ex- 
a lout to take part in 
^uch a matter as this, they should have cut his throat and buried 
liim in one of the heaps of leaves ; he has betrayed them twice ; 
there are smart fellows among them, butthisbandylegged fool thinks 
that hy occasionally making a ball of his foot he can disguise it, 
but if he ti'od on his head, Wahab would know it by the tliickness.” 
""You’re a wag my friend,’’ replied I, "" and I was wrong, forgive 
me.” ""Ah Khan Sahib, your servant is accustomed to such rubs, his 
life is one of toil and of danger ; thankless at all times and only in its 
excitement offering any compensation ; but well have these fellows 
as sure as my old father was thebesttrackerinthe JalandarDoAb {m), 
unless indeed they put Mr. Clubfoot out of the way, or that chap 
with the game leg ; did you observe that, there ? ” "" What ? 

positively Wahab, you try a man’s patience ! ” "" You try mine 

Khan Sahib ; for if at that point the active little fellow, whose feet 
so seldom appear, did not leap on the back of the langra /walla ^ 
111 give up all daim to the Colonel Sahib’s reward-^mindJ Khan, 
when we’Te caught them, ■ to ■ ask • .the .kj 

the clump of bamboos on the high hank of the nullah.” Ihus did 
we proceed. Sahib, with a chatter and chuU at a half walk, half am- 
ble j now cautiously feeling our way, now in all the confidence of 

were masters* of 

‘’th« they had thrown a cphple 

of their party overboard, they would have got off, scot free ; as it 
was, they tried every trick that ingenuity could devise ; in the 
thick wood they evidejitly at times proceeded by climbing fronx 
branch to branch, again they would in a perfect line draw them- 
selves forward on their . bellies > then they would ride on each 
Other’s bacb ; they would bc-Qm ;.|veiy:^^stream> take the .track on the 
opposite direction,, return on'tSeir own footsteps and then, some- 
times for miles, drop down the sfeE|mn, and then be off in quite a dif- 
ferent quarter. Sometimes .Wahab would be puzzled for a whole 
day ; and once actuahy took us over some brushwood on whifch lay 
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nestled our prey, who for days and nights herded mth the hog 
deer of the low hills, and even with their more fitting mates the 
tigers that skulk about in every dell in those parts. The chase had, 
as I told the Colonel Sahib, separated into two parties on the first 
night ; but the next morning, they united, separating however 
again when hard pressed. For the last two days the track was only 
of seven, and closely pressed they were ; they were ' driven out of 
the wood, and literally pushed into the town, of Nadown. We have 
them now” (n), said the trackers, as holding on by our horses’ tails 
they made a circuit of the town and satisfied themselves that the party 
had enteredbuthad not again left it; leaving a party to watch at each 
gate, your servant pushed boldly up to the tJianmth^ and with all 
the consequence I could muster, ordered the ofificial to hand over 
to me the seven murderers that had within the last few hours taken 
refuge in the town. Tlie Thannadar was high, but I was higher* 

Good, very good, Singhji, just as you please ; but perhaps you 
are not aware, that he who addresses you, is an Officer high in the 
service and in the confidence of the excellent and highly favoured 
Colonel Beliasis, General and Commander in Chief of the Kdngr^ 
territory ; and that these ruffians attempted the ^ahWs life.” 

That alters the case entirely Khan SMib ; why did you not say 
so at first ; for we Singhs are laot .used to be bearded at our ikm^ 
na/is : tell me however quietly what you wish me to do, and I am 
at your service.” Produce the men I seek ; it will be better 
and pleasanter for both of us that there be no delay, my ekdrpaz is 
across the JiiMa Miiklii Gate, and there it stays till my errand is 
complete.” “ The Khan is rough of speech, but my master, Lena 
Singh, has ordered me to attend to all requisitions of the Colonel 
you have mentioned ; be comforted then, Khanji, if the men are 
within my walls, be it my responsibility to produce them.” ** Wise- 
ly determined, KotwMji ; I am to be found with my men ; send 
us rasad (o), grass, grain and milk ; all shall be paid for, as are 
my orders ; but hark ye, friendi help your researches, here is 
the nxmswtt of their several feet, one, it is this the big sprawl foot, 
he is lame, very lame of Ms left leg, and this little chap has a twist 
in both legs and is preciously^ bandy besides ; all of them must be 
leg worn, for diey’ve had no rest for a fortnight, and Fll be bound 
they've had their hearts in their mouths most of the time too ; and 
that does not help tp rqst a tired man.'" With this we returned to 
tur and had scyftselyis#;‘d«>wn to and commenced out food and 
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the relation of ra j interview with the thannadar, than the seveik 
culprits pinioned and ironed, hearing misery and famine in thoir as- 
pect, were made over. With his month half fall "Waiiab jumped 
up ; yes ! that's him and there's the other ; now tell me old boy, 
did you not ride on yonder lad's shoulder from the hamhoo clump 
to the big pipal ?" but the wretches m^ere in no mood for a joke 
and aifected ignorance of what was said." 

Such was the substance of Aliverdi Khan’s report 5 not much 
extenaatiiig or exaggerating wliat he had done ; but shewing ])rct- 
ty plainly that, if he had worked for me, he had also worked the 
pretty well too. In two stiff marches he made 
Kote Kangra, and the appearance of himself, party, and prisoners^ 
sliew^ed tliat little grass had grown under their feet since we parted. 
A more villainous looking set than those brought before me, I have 
seldom seen, they at first denied the matter in toto, and got up a 
plausible enough stoiy in defence, hut a little gentle threatening 
and the very cbxiciuBive evidence against them, induced them to 
confess. One, a Bhoiirya, was a very intelligent ruffian, and seem- 
ed to have enjoyed the sport ; Ms adventures I xnay some day lay 
before the public, but cut short the case, briefly stating that 

Nand Singh*s, Muhammed Shah's and the old Sikh% participation 
in the plot, was proved fully ; the latter of course denied every- 
thing, biit When I caused’ a to be drawn up and shewed 

Mm whdse dreath, by 'a fit'df 

certified; Ke 

ed'han&, he craved my pardon* ' I hate nothing to say my lord, 

, your skve was misled, he was taught to believe you a tyrant and a 
lie has fopnd you • neither ; it was my fate, do* with me a?i 
hfind Stngh" refused to plead, simply saying, I was 
pISased to desifd'‘yi‘iAi'''ind Might wort 'my will ; but wbrn-he 
Saw hixS confidant Mohammed Shah attempting to vindicate himself 
at Ms expence, there was a slight quiver of the lip, but it passed, 
and Ms usual bold and insolent bearing returned j indeed to have 
seeh, Mhi; a stranger would have little supposed Mm on trial for Ms 
life, but rather the indi^imt plaintiff in a case affecting his honor ; 
in this he had Ms end to¥erve;^and befepse the court broke up, there 
wero^many Mud/^d unffisg^Lised'^phaillor justice from the 
tliat crowded around. The mM und the majority of the 

lancers were so too ; he was. virtually their commanding dEci^^and 
had brothers' and connekions among them : my pomtion ” thei%fore 
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was delicate : I liesitated for a few momerftSj but resolved that 
come what would, his life should pay the forfeit ; I, therefore, sen^ 
fenced the nine inferior villains to be branded on the left shoulder 
with the word Ruffian/' to receive each two hundred lashes, on 
, his., diare- backside-;: and.,, then to work in .irons as.,a...felo.n for the.,.:,teiin,.',., 
of his natural life* This sentence was promulgated, a scaibld and 
nine posts ordered’ to be, erected on the- public parade ; arrange- 
ments were all made to put down at once any outbreak ; it was. done 
quietly and without any unusual stir, I appeared with my usual at-^ 
tendants at the hour appointed ; the branding and dogging over, I 
ordered Nand Singh to the front, he was pale, the blood had for- 
saken his face, leaving a greenish hue over his countenance ; hut 
there was still no quailing, rather indeed a iiercer, wilder aspect 
than usual ; the effect of opium with which he was largely drug- 
ged ; I stood with him dose in front of his Regiment, I explained 
the enormity, the unmanliness of the act he had attempted ; I offer- 
ed a full pardon, on the one condition that he should give up Ills 
Principal, and place in my hands the full means of convicting him., 
his eye glistened witlx a demoniac lire — never dog, cursed, un- 
clean, filthy Kaffer — ^you have escaped me, but your web is spun — 
do your pleasure on my body, your own shall soon be rotting on 
youf belies f'; ,He would, have proceeded, but I ordered the ''execu- 
tioner to cut' off Ms right" hand at the wrist; He bore the, amputa- 
tion like a hero, no sign of pain, or cry of mercy escaped imii ; he 
looked around as if expecting some event, his eye caught mine and 
faltered, and, at that moment, a carbine ball struck me on , the left 
shoulder ; the marksman was on the instant dragged from the 
ranks, and would have been then and there cut to pieces, but I stay^ 
cd the swords of the slayers, and faint as I felt, I upheld myself, 
saw that the man was a brother of Nand Singh's, and ordered liis 
instant discharge without injury ; he thanked me ironicalTy, but sa- 
Mting me as he, passed, said slowly, Kaffer, we'li.ffieet again/' I 
'was 'fast sinking, people 'and things Joated before me, I had just 
sense .and strength" remaining ,lo tell' the troops, that 1 had not ori- 
gin^y intended to have, executed the capital sentence without 
their full acquiescence, and that but for the murmurs and speeches 
of day, the present scene should not have b^en •' enact- 

- ed : but; know my Mends, there cannot be two masters,, more 
than two stmi, -am to be obeyed^ I had batter .yi^d up Mj 
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command at once to the miscreant before 3 ou ; his own words have 
now emiced his guilt, if there was doubt before, now there can be 
none. Bid I choose to exercise my authority, I have ample means 
of enforcing it, but I purpose otherwise— the matter is now in your 
hands ; you have a choice of commanders, a few minutes and my 
unhandaged wound will end my career, Nancl Singh’s circumstan-^ 
ces are much the same j choose between us ; run him up the block 
before you, or see me hnish ray career/’ — saying thus, my kjie.e» 
shook, I fed to the groxuid, and my sensei tied, 

NOTES. 

(a) This translation does not sound nearly so euphonious as the original 
Khudaumn.d'-i-niamaf'’ which is a favourite oriental hyperbole for addressing a 
superior, as is Chand Ehaa’s second phrase, appreciator of merit” or 

(Jb) A practice almost entirely peculiar to the British in India, and hardly cre- 
dible to the Natives, who are accustomed to look on any encampment, from that 
of an army, to that of an individual, as a scourge of greater or less violence ; to 
be endured, like a flight of locusts or an earthquake. 

(c) A rent-free tenure, on terms of military service, the holder having to 
famish! a specified quota of troops, when required, or for regular service tjagirs 
differ in this respect from religious endowments, which are granted for the sup« 

' port of a holy man or family, or the repairs of a tom b . 

(d) The spiritual founder of the Sikhs, mentioned in the preceding chapter 
as Nanac Shah, or Guru Kaanac ; Shah means Saint as well as King; and Guru 
may be translated Priest, and Jt aignifies Sir, or rather, the French Mo7metir, 
and is applied in addition to any other title; ^‘Monsieur L’Evcqne” is perhaps 
the kuest fender Ing of Gurujt for European ears. 

(«) The reader flm&Q to th« 

jgp&stker, Ba|a might possih%J - 

gating, or even deslfinfe hife’* assassinaHon, thou^;''’0li%4'^ him’ 'db 
both. A great man is not necessarily iparty t5 a!f "th©‘^ thoughts, ' into 

which a rude villain may drag his name. The Quarterly Eeviewer, who makes 
dfphn Knox cognizant of, and consenting to the murder of Barnley, because the 
''|^i|^^h^Mt|l^4pftd,»8erted.the reformer^ name in a list they furnished 

have made at|>ital Judge in a tribunal 
fot resumpti6m'#‘fem-f^e tenures, .where the claims of the legal evidence 
Is often exactly in proportion to the morul proofs, the opposite way. 

(/) Strictly speaking Kangrii is not m the Panjdb; that term only applying 
to the tract included between the rivers Jelum, Chenab, Rav’i, Bjah and SutluJ, 
which constitute the Fanj-ab or five waters. 

(jg): Aletahder the Great, under the name of Sikandar or Sikandar Beg, is fa- 
miliarly khown all over the East. He and Bflstam are the heroes or rather demi- 
gods of Welter A4 A. 

Qi) A wajl piece or swivel mounted on a tripod ; it is used in the field ;* a 

the TOEje shsft apd cohskuotiom’ mottnted on a camel’s baek, 'k 

called a 2^amburak. ; * 

; (lQ TMs foregditt^.psffi^ge is Id -pfetty'^feir' picture of ‘ eastern 

their nsual spirit ; working for. working’s sake, or to fnl|ij a duty, Jiiout pf thw 
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range of ideas. The acquisition of wealth and power, ia the object of exertion, 
and when th^ end is gained, why continue the labour ? Bus'mests can be done by 
menials, and the profits stlU reach the chief, directly or indirectly, either by par* 
tIeipatioDj or by a well-applied squeeze to the deputy when full of the gains of 
iniquity. Of course I speak generally, there are exceptions, and among them 
was the very person who made me the speech here recorded, some tea years ago 5 
this was Hakim Mehndi AH Khan, the late Vazir of Oude ; even to old age he 
was active in mind and body, would, take long rides in the morning, and attend 
minutely to his busiaess during the day. He was a clear-seeing and able old 
man, not untainted by the corruption around him, but answering to the idea of 
a good oriental despot, reckless what^road be took to obtain power, but, when 
obtained, using it justly and energetically. 

(^) Abbreviation of Amaldar and meaning a ruler, usually an intendaut of 
finance ; among the natives he is the civil chief of a district or province, some- 
times armed with military authority, sometimes not 5 such rulers are often call- 
ed 3>ewan, or Nazim. 

(1) “ KanjarS) and Kanchmi*^ are names equally applied to a tribe of Gypsies# 
who wander about India, pursuing their usual calling of thieves, beggars, and 
jugglers i they rather purchase and steal female children for a profi%ate life# 
than sacrifice their own women to it. are noted cattle stealers ; GAu- 

mars are, properly speaMug, leath^dressers# low caste, ready to turn their 
hand to any thing that promises gain, 

(jft) Boab means two tmUr$^ and is a term applied to indicate various pro^ 
yiacas, included between two stfaams. Tiie Jalandar Boab lies between the ri** 
vers Eavl and Byah, 

^ , ({») This terytoias^tion of the, k/takea firo» , a ^ijcsal Arteking-excursion, 

in which the rbbb.«^'#«re lhne.'t®ace 4 '|^AtpWh,f, and the leader of the pursuit 
told the head man of the place that he bad tracked the footsteps intqf^ the walls# 
but could find no track out again ; that his chiirpdl was across the gate, and there 
it should remain till the culprits were given up- Given up they were, after a de- 
cent delay, and they then made no attempt to deny their offence. When remind- 
ed that one horse had always been in the rear, and asked how this had happened, 
^hey replied, Oh I he was lame, and wuld not keep up with the others,” thu# 
verifying the trackers’ observations. 

LiieraHy, tht thing brought^ or rations. Throughout India, the government 
jfervants expect Hree quarters, and if refused, owe a grudge to the stout zammdar. 
Grass and wdod, especially, are expected gratis ; and, even if the superior pay^for 
them, little, if any, hf tlie price ever reaches the rightful owner, Englishmen, 
generally ad?' otherwise, and 1 may here giire of the' estimate 

W, Which they are held-' A Jew of^ Meshid was l^e|y hy a European, 

who professed to be an,Eng|i 8 hn»n,^f^|%f;; with ■despatches to Teluran, and 
whp for an advan(» of SOO ducats. ''‘%e 'jew gave the money, simply on 

the stranger’s note of hand. It turned out that the rogue was a Prussian, in the 
Hussiatt who had, however, so much h<M&8ty as to write to the English 
Charge d' Affaires at Tehran, requesting that he would honor ^ the bill, /or the 
credit qfkts , The Jew, being asked how he came to give the money to 

an tmaccredif^'''sA?aiiger, Who could give tm proof even that he wW an’EngHsh- 
man, replied, ** ,w»». what he s«l4 3ke would accept any 

pr<»©»taor p'atuilc3ii»;ijW^l^rr|^t;r? . s > 
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** SheiDm^ hoWf toTiih one wound is heating^ mother may he received.^^^ An owre irne 
“ 3fany are Poets, who have never penned their inspiration^* and an old 
woman may talk blaiik verse,^Bellads applies ike meetmr and dement of dvilized Ufm 
and finds it intdligihU even to the SikhsP 


<< My beauteous bird will leave her bower, 
*10 build ber nest in yonder tower, 

And if the walls be dark and rude, 

My love shall soothe her solitude. 

Her husband’s fame shall be her gem. 

Her husband’s praise her diadem, 

Her husband’s heart shall be her throne, 
Her music be her husband’s tone.” 


if'tivl-'g; 

*4 





UnpuhluJted Poem. 

. jEhesyttsm-j^thesoul, ^ i ''A r 

Whose ma^ib »one ehcomiks^eslh, " ' 

Creation 'with cotttrottl, . ' '' 

The foster flame of every mind, 

And love and light, and humau kind.” 

‘ ^ M&hari Montgomerp* 

warrior’s bier, 
ii'iy^#bppbd nor 'flower TO 
Tengeanoe deep brooding o’er the slain, 

Had locked the source of softer woe, 

And burning pride and high disdain, 

IForbad the rising tear to flow.” 

Lay of the last Minstrel. 



:i*i 






/■r ■ 




How long my insensibility Jastefi I camot say, but by the growth 
«f my nails and hair some days must have elapsed, when, towards 
mid-day, I awoke as horn a troubled sleep, confused visions^’ and 


4N A»VENfUE15R IN THE PAN JAB, 


61 . 


racking fancies perplexed my brain. I could not bring to my recol-* 
lection where I was, and the confusion of my thoughts was the 
more aggravated by the gentle sounds and female hands that seem-, 
ed ministering around my pillow ; I fancied myself again in my own 
native valley, the turfy plain was before me, and on it were mixed 
in mortal fray, the people of every land that I had visited in my 
travels, matchlocks were flashing, 'and bows were twanging around 
me ; arrows passed through my brain, and showers of sword strokes 
seemed pouring on my head. 1 fled towards the bright rapid river, 
on whose banks I had so often played in my boyhood, and unable to 
escape my pursuers, had just gained the bank, when a magic power 
gently raised me from the earth, and in one bound landed me safely 
in the thick wood on the other side : I awoke with a start, tliicfc 
drops of perspiration were on my brow, my tongue was parcliedj, 
and feebly I called for water ; a female glided from my side, and my 
faithful Pesh khidynat quickly placed to my lips a cup of sherbet. 
Eefreshed, I asked where I was, what' was the, matter end who were, 
those around me ; hush my master** was the reply, ^'you have been 
very ill, but by Allah* s blessing, the danger is over, none but friends 
mi well-wishers are near, trust your servant and be still/* I could 
not but obey, for my strength was already exhausted, and once 
more ' I sunk,; im feonre, ^inj:o. J msensifelllty, but when, 

towards evening, I again awateried, %i was ' with a fresher feeling 
and inhaling the sweet breeze from the mountains. I felt a differ- 
ent person, and seating myself on my cot, propped up by my pillows, 
I saw a child trip up to my side, who, by the joyous glances of her 
heavenly face, shewed the delight my recovery gave her. Her age 
was twelve, or perhaps less, her stature and proportions small, her 
countenance was in no feature handsome, being broad cuid of the 
Tartar stamp ; but her forehead was of noble dimensions, and there 
was a bright kindling fire in her deep set eyes, that told of a heart 
of > h'feture*s own be^t ' kamp* Fearlessly and withfrut alfectation, 
she tdojc my thin hand’woitfr'tc^ a bbA jputting it to 

her -‘.touched thehr wIttf'hkdWk forefinger and enjoined 
silence ; 1 was satisfied to gaze, for she brought to my mind gone- 
by days, and a loved sister who had thus sat by my couch side and 
thus watchedfne, "" My mother will be here directly sdkilj, and how 
glad she*! ynm thus/* Again touched her lips and pre-^ 

vented/reply, moment a middle-a^d dame entered the 
aparttamt with a hand ; in silence she put* it t* 
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imiips ; I drank, and the pleasant bitter much reviyed me* My lord 
is better, blessed be Bfm^wdn for the change, but rest and quiet are 
stiii needed : the sdhWs curiosity is excited, and on terms of silenOe 
it shall be partly gratified forthwith ; and three' days hence We will, 
answer alb questions/’ I muttered acquiescence, and the dame seat** 
ing herself at ease on the carpet by the side of my couch, and the 
child sidling up closely to me, and playing with my neglected hair, 
while my attendant seated himself at a respectful distance, the old 
lady thus commenced. 

Our story in its broader features is in this blighted land no 
unusual one ; we are of the stock of Kfingifi, the tendril by your 
side is the daughter of Anradh Chand (a), and: the withered being 
before you was h is wife. My ’lord is a wise man, aS KcAistan 
echoes with the praises of his j ustice and of his wisdom. He can- 
not then be ignorant how Kfingri fell to the Sikh, how indeed the 
Princes of the whole chain from the Sutluj to the Attak were ab-^ 
sorbed by the grasping Ranjit, and his more grinding Lieu-' 
tenants ; our houses ill bore the yoke, but when last year thisi 
sole blossom of our blighted tree was demanded by the up- 
start Dhyfin Bingh, and gr anted by his robber Master, no hope re- 
mained, and our only ref uge was in fiight : we attempted to gain 
the British frontier ; but, so sudden w^as the design, that we were 
unable to make the necessary preparations and to take a sufficient 
-afiother day, -would hare dtusnrod our 
Attmkei by’ a tftrongbo^^ of hots eihen'i ^or 

captured, our few stout followers slaughtered, mf daughter was tom 
from my arms, and I was told I might now take my way. Broken- 
hearted I returned to Kangrfi; and it was only two months since 
restored to to© my child ; blessings on the 
heads of both.’^ tfemed to the farther corner of the room, and, for 
the first time, beheld another female, aged and wrinkled, attired m 
other fashion than the m other and daughter before me, and of ano- 
-caste md stamp entirely ; why she is a MamMmi surely/’ I 

exclaimed. My lord is partly right, but he must not speak, and 
a weak woman need not to tell a wise man that worth is to be found 
in e?ery grade,, and under Ipfamy is surely so ; but 

cpme forward, CSrol&i, ahd;v,teE4he';-^^ii!ii5'’ how you came heie^ and 
hiW our acquwiitaS|tce^cc®eiii|^ced’’-/'-1^ invited, the womto. <kpaae 
f«rw»4^ m her old age and bearmg;!^' Witees of 
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foriE'3"* beauty ; placiug ber baud to her bead, sbe moved up a little 
ill rear of the E^ui, au'd seatiug herself, begau her tale ia a baif- 
chaunt, balf-mutter» 

“ The R4Jd of KAugrA protected the poor Kaujar ; it was the 
matchlock, of SansUr Chaud that saved our boy from the tree 
and for a time preserved Mm to us, but he died ; not how- 
ever unavenged'' and the. Harridan made me start again by 
the force with w^hich she struck the ground ; Yes she resum- 
ed, curses on the Sikhs, on them and theirs, cowards and robbers, 
they know no law but that of might, and they hang up the imm- 
cent on the pretence of having done the very acts they are them- 
selves hourly committing. But it is of myself you ask, not them ; 
my story is however too long for the now to hear, when M 
is well, if he still so desires, it shall be told ; but what can the 
series of a wretch like me be to a noble like him ? Yet f am not id aQ 
unhappy, for I have saved this dower, and have V'hsif redeemed mp'P' 
debt to the princely house of KtogrA ; suffice it !iow to take up 
the Edni's story. Dming the catastrophe she has mentioned, I was 
gathering simples along the skirts of the low hills ; for, having long 
since abandoned the customs and practices of what may he now 
eahed'my' tribe, A eked out a maintenance by conducing:"to<the - wel- 
fare, as fortaeriy';i bhd toe:in the vices of the community. While 
thus employed, a party of Sikhs, fresh from a late foray, overtook 
me ; one of them bore in his arms the fainting body of this sweet 
girl ; the man had knowm me in different times, he was then a dis- 
solute MussalmAn ; I a loose, though unwilling Kanchmt ; he 
was tired of his burthen and .the party undecided as to its .di^sal ; 
in my presence the proposition was made and agreed to, of throw- 
ing it into a deep kud. A glance at the pale features of their vie*- 
tim told me enough ; but I expressed no interest in her fate, rather 
"■©ffi^ring to assist $, Just, however, as her last mcnBent' seemed .to'ilmvt 
arrived? I said, as >if ''uaconeemediy, "^thegiitite^talWockmg ; you 
8hali‘to.ve fifty rupees and these bangles Icrier/^ shewing them at 
the samftJtime a pair worth: forty rupees. -Their avarice was excit- 
ed, “ ay/' says one, (a dwai'fish villain whose long locks covered 
his loss of'd^^t), with a giin, our master woMd rejoice to see the 
damsel a the proud scion .of Kufi§ri would natch to a 

new tune’ — aye'.:t^te,^r old lady,- and give u» the rupees-;’^ I satis- 
fied 'the wretched they should getf^e money, md reBev^ 
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them of their lovely charge ; Such -was the rude treatment she had 
received, that life was with difficulty restored ; fearful lest enquiry 
should be made and the child be again torn away, I concealed her 
until such time as I could with safety restore her to her family, and 
have been thrice blessed in thus requiting the favor they shewed to 
mj own lost child. For seven days have we now watched by your 
piilow% it was the report of my little skill in the healing art that 
induced your seiwants to, call me in ; you were in a high fever and 
the di-essings' applied to your wound had irritated rather than allay* 
ed theinflammation : I removed the bandages, applied soothing sim- 
plis, and, praised be hint who careth equally for the Sikh, the Hin- 
du, the Moslem, the Farangi and the outcast Kanjar, that my 
exertions have availed.'* ** And shall be rewarded good mother, but 
tell me more of yourself/' I added, for you have interested me 
much." Not now sahib, another time if you will, but at present 
,,|ixcitement would be dangerous." One question more however let 
me,ask, wji# happy chance brought the Mni and her lovely child 
to my dwelling ?" . “ The little service I had done, had earned me a 
nook in her abode,, sahib ^ firom whence I was sent for, to attend 
you ; the Earn who knew you by character, and had even on one 
occasion seen you, w'as interested by your condition, and soon to 
anxious enquiries joined her personal assistance, until, for the last 
Ihree days, , another and daughter have scarce left your pillow, and 
^ a qr 

‘ I'wifi my^ ;d 

sufferings, or of my slow recovery, suffice it to say , that the ball is 
still in my shoulder, and that, from the awkward attempts. at re- 
moving it, much of my sufferings arose, but what commenced in 
tq my subee^uent, though brief happinesss 
than it did to teiiapomry ilk Not the least grateful occurrence of 
this time was the interest excited in my fate among my soldiers^ 
and even more so among my' husbandmen and traders ; my door* 
ways: were thronged with visitors, immediately the rmnour was 
about of my restored sensibility ; and, for days, men of all classes 
pressed around my cot,. each more anxious than the other to ex- 
press Ms good wishes time servers, 
but many, I trust,;.' spofe'' frohr- Chiefly were’ my 
Midtlinis the pros|ie#v(hf my recovery, , and; from 

them and otherh I soon heard how unanimously the sentencii 
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passed on Nand Singli had been executed ; and how the Tery 
Sikhs in the Regiment had lent a hand in enforcing justice. 
My illness and convalescence’ gave me time and opportunity 
to examine my’ own position, and the general feeling as re- 
garded myself and the Government I served : it was not conceal- 
ed from me, that my position was dangerous that by taking the 
life of a Khdisa Sikh, I had deeply offended the nation, that by 
capitally punishing an offender, without reference to the Court, I 
had been supposed to aim at independence, and that my very popu- 
larity at Rdngnt was a crime worse than alL Many were the sift-' 
ing questions put to me, to draw out my intentions, much the ho- 
nest advice given, and more the treacherous counsel poured into my 
ear, but I listened to all and replied with civil or said 

what was the strict truth, that my pleasure w^as the v® of the 
darbar, as its servant I should obey all lawful orders, '^d should 
such misfortune fall on me, that I should be required to act against 
the riglit, I should so far bow to my fate, that, turning my horse^s 
head towards a more friendly iandjj^ should mth regret hid adieu 
to His Highness’s territory/* 

In two months I had recovered my strength, and dui'ing much 
of this time the three females tended me as if I had been their own, 
the old lady #as kindhess itself, while the gentle child wound round 
my heart to such a degree, that I was scarce easy in her absence ; 
and I delighted to find that my presence was as gi*ateful to her. 
Ciiild as she was, uneducated and Hindu, there was in her a £oun« 
tain of truth and of common sense, of tenderness and sensibility 
that daily more endeared her. to me; as a Rajphtni mid hill woman 
she had been kept in little of the restraint that usually falls to the 
lot of oriental females, contaminated by Moslem customs ; and 
considering me irrecoverably iU, and therefore, rather a creature of 
another world than this, neither she, her mother nor the old Kari’^ 
ehani had stood on any ceremony, and my sfuddenly awakening 
while surrounded by my nurses prevented our undergoing the usual 
formalities, or their more ceremoniously entering my chamber. 

GuMM was gifted with a great fund of right feeling and sound 
sense that had canied her little scathed through the scenes of vice 
in which her youth had been spent ; It was one evening during my 
recovery, that ' thus addressed me, Sahibs praised be the 
Great Benefactor of dl I your, honol*s BtjCTgth has now increased, , 
and your Imndi w2i' teffhertaleifft is itill desired/* 
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Means, motlier/' I replied/*! am all anxiety*/' She forthwith began lier 
naiTative seating herself at ease on the carpet, and folding her arms, 
with downcast head, keeping up a gentle swing of the body, as if in 
cadence with her song, for it was a rapid rhapsody, in the most 
ilowery gypsy dialect, rather than a sober detail of facts. Her 
meaning onir, I profess to give, as indeed I do in all the narratives 
or speeches of my native acquaintances ; but without further preface 
w e will enter in Gulabi's tale. , 

** The wretchedness of a kanchanis life my lord cannot under- 
stapd ; my tale shall therefore consist of facts rather than of feelings, 
I was a child, much of the age of this sweet girl, when I was stolen 
from my parents : ail I can remember is, that my father was a man 
of some consideration, the head of a village, or the siema of a tap^ 
pa : the time of my birth is marked by that troubled period, when 
the whole hill region was excited by the unnatural rebellion of 
Brij Raj against his father Eanjit Deo ; the Deo Rajah, bringing 
into our mountains on one side or other, as friends or as foei, the 
squadrons of the different Bik^ Misals, The Chiefs of Chamba, 
Nurpur, K'Angr^, and Basaihar aided their brother Rajah, and un- 
wisely they let into the confederacy, the leaders of the Dhani Mi- 
sal, thus opening to the wily enemy^ as friends, the fastnesses of our 
country, and shewing them the road, when they should find it con- 
j-,,Churut Singh, the fiw^lther of Ran- 
ji|' , the* cli# thtoorter pf rebelli- 

'fad 

might '"hiye: ''eifected" his 'nefarious, de9igtil,:hi%.E'dt his career been 
cut short by the bursting of his matchlock. The day that he died I 
have heard was the day of my birth, and even now do I recollect 
ihe first joyous days rrfmy childhood, when bounding over the crags, 
or gathering wild flowers oh the mountain sides, I gained that 
strength of constitution, and that knowledge of plants that has 
since stood me in such stead ; one sister and one brother were my 
playmates, the former was younger, and the latter four years older 
thah' may have been my sister's, my father's, mo- 
faW f not j my.hohle brother fell, a^‘' brother should, in 
resisting the favirfiers of,Ki&:^feer. ^ 

The party that cmied'Bl#'W;’h#d'WiKa^^^ the villain, Jm 

Singh Banghi,^0n'■ the‘^accur^\eri^d''''of murdering parents, to 
steal their chfldren, for. purposes of prostitution ; it is needless to 
wound the feelings of my lord, or to rack my own soul with a detail 
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of wlaat I siifered ; iieitlier my yoiitli, nor rny iBnoeence could save 
me, neitlier iny tears, nor my threats could turn the ruthless savage 
from Ms purpose ; more than once I attempted self-ckstraction, but 
I was watched, and food ms forced down my throat, and hnally 1 
became the rained thing you see me. Yes, before womanhood 'had 
fairly grown upon me, I was a withered, hopeless, broken-hearted 
ereatui'e, asbainecl to return to niy father’sr bouse, even should i 
succeed pii evading the watchfulness of my keepers, and soon disre- 
garded even by n:y despoiler, and tlxrown aside for another and a 
later victim. Short, however, was the iiiterval of comparative hap- 
piness, of quiet and sclitariness- that I enjoyed, when I was, as a 
worn-out garment, parted with to an old kartekam, as payment 
for the services of her squad at a festival. I was now virtuaHy the 
slave of a devil (6); of one who, tho' of my own sex, ms dead to 
the sliglitest feeling of right, who would have sold her daughter 
to prostitution, or given the child of her. bosom, if possible, to a 
worse fate. The life I led with her for twelve years, you may ima- 
gine ; I nached befoie ^arddrs r attired in silken vestments and 
sparkling with jewels, the envied of all beholders ; I danced before 
Kanjit Singh himself, and before his father Maha Singh ; but while 
smiles were on iny brow, and laughter on my lips, my very heart was 
'breakings and^-I ewting the-hqpe th^t hfe% cord would 

snap, and I'shouH end my days in their presence. Kanchmis and 
ndcli girh disgrace not the dwelling of my lord ; but he is doubtless 
aware of the scenes that daily and liightly occur at Lahaur ; how- he, 
whom they call Maharajah, doses wretched girls, worn-out women, 
and mere infants with the strongest liquors, indeed, with liquid hre, 
and then sets them to squabble ; how all decency is banished from 
the presence, ail shame is mocked at. Even now I blush to say 
how often I have taken part in such scenes, how, intoxicated with 
bhang, or with hquor, I have been most riotous of the roystering 
crew, so much'sn'th^:! became a.favourite|^,,an4.i]^'4*;/4^^ 
edme,; I might even- have fctrmed the*ia)^lm4rqia! .ihy mistress, but 
no time or habitude could reconcile me to my position, and though, 
the drtmken Gul^bi was favourite of the darbdr, the same Gala- 
bi w^as a , dull lifeless creature when m her senses ; and was soon 
more than ever trampled on as a sullen dangerous inmate. My vn- 
lue thus lowered,:' 'my treatment became, if possible, worse ; , the. slice 
was daily applied' to mouth. and had they supposed that I: 
could have endured heavier weapons, such would ha ve been applied 

'jp ' . ‘ 
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m it was, the nights that were not passed in debauchery wk*e occu- 
pied in grinding grain for the other inmates of the brothel, or in 
plaiting the hair of a younger or more favoured kmitzak ; sleep was 
thought unnecessary to me, and often, after haying during the long 
weary night turned my coarse stone, I have been dragged olf my 
wretched cMrpdt to make way for another, or to tend, dress or 
adorn one of my companions, or to louse my fat mistress while she 
dosed away the da}'. Such a life could not long last ; how my 
frame sustmned it for such a term of years I can scarce under- 
stand, at length the long looked for opportunity occurred, and I 
fled '"across the Suteluj, and for several years remained concealed at 
Ludiina ; for a time and by stealth I was obliged to follow the prac- 
tices of my adopted tribe to prevent starvation ; but my loathing 
was not the less that such should be my calling. It was during this 
time that I purchased, with one of the oniameiits I had carried olf 
with me, a young hoy from a strolling party, who had evidently 
stolen him for the Lahaur market ; the lad grew and gained on me, 
and was to me as a son, more loving than a hundred natural born 
children ; he was to me as my breath, the one thing that loved 
me — ^that I loved — ^the one being that knew me and knew not of 
my shame ; he called me mother and believed me to be so, and clung 
to me with a girlish fondness, but he was a bold and a fearless lad, 
and whenever^ woidd let him from my sight, he would be running 

and 

character, was trusted' io denn copld, as a 

boy, ride the most unruly horse, so that a fair opening offered for 
service with the British. But, outcast as I was, and estranged 
J had become to my olvn land, my heart stiH yearned after my na- 
tive MEs ; and feeling now that time had done its work upon 
m’e, that litde of my former attractions regiained, and that I ran 
no danger of detection, I determined to endeavour to seek my long 
lost home ^ but the same iive-ahd-twenty years that had passed over 
my head, had caused its ^ changes in the whole range of hills ; so 
witi,yw of car^, of^^, of searching peril, I could 

trace npthmg of my and gain noidnfe to the scite of 

my birth-place* ; ' While -Qn . thife' .hilly countiy, chance 

threw us on a paily of 'the troops then returning 
from a foray; my Frafahu urged me to allow him to join ^heir 
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mnfe and I consented; within a month he was tahen prisoner in 
repelling* an inroad of the Sikhs (d)^ and to frighten others from the 
Kangri ranks, my son with others was tied up to trees to be UEed 
as marks by their coward captors. Disguised in male attire as a 
JhgiTf I had followed their course, and soon as I leanit the dread- 
ful intention, I flew to Ktngr^, I painted to the chief the disgi-ace 
it would bring on- Ms name, if he allowed to be sacrificed those 
who had ¥entured their lives in his 'cause. A mothers tears pre- 
vailed, dangerous as was the service, the Eajah himself, with a 
chosen band, took the field, and by a long and rapid march came 
np after the slaughter had commenced, but still in time to save my 
boy ; the cowardly butchers fled, leaving some twenty dead on the 
field, for thoughtless of danger, and unconscious of the vicinity of 
an enemy, the Sikhs were taken completely by surprise. Tjpe passed, 
and, as you are uware, the Rajah of Kangri, became a cipher 
in his own hall, his troops were hardly Ms oym, ' Ms best and 
most faitliful followers were daily dismissed or cut off on one pre- 
tence or another ; on a false accusation of adultery, as false as his 
owm false heart, the villain GdEh Singh had my son seized (e), and 
ordered tllat he should he thrown from the top of a high tower ; 
that I live to tell the tale is to myself wonderful — ^yes, I will live 
until my hands are dyed in the blood of the cold-blooded, false- 
hearted miscreant. Frabhu was a powerful man, a giant in 
strength, he was the hero and the pride of Kangra ; it was, there- 
fore, dlMcult to find executioners, the deed was however done, my 
boy was thrown over the battlement, hut his struggles were such, 
that he did not clear the balustrade to which he dung and finally 
succeededvin ensconscing Mmself on it; Ms assassins feared to ap- 
proSch Mm lest he should drag them with himself to destruction ; 
they endeavoured to entice him up, hut until they went to Gulab 
Singh and returned with an assurance of foil pardon, he stirred not, 
he spoke not ; whp the signet .|ras however shewA and a solemn 
pledge of safety given, he clambered again : to the fatal roof, and 
before; -his footing was' recovered, the monsters fell on him, and thus 
hurled him. far over the parapet and clear of di impediments. Lift 
was at once extinct, in place of my beautiful, my manly boy, I pick- 
ed up a mass of livid flesh, and could scarce recognise the corpse 
of my 

Kiis last portion- of story was scarcely bleathed ouL 
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wbOe with clenched hand, distended nostrils and veins, and eyes 
pouring out very fire, the bereaved woman called down curses on 
those who had again darkened her lone house ; who had put out 
the one solitaiy lamp that cheered her quite desolate condition — 
Yes, his day shall come, when his own son shall fall and their day 
wfill come, cowards and traitors have they ever been ; tliey have 
risen on the ruin, the murder of all that was noble around, them ; 
where have they ever sliemi manhood ? no, it was ever by fraud, by 
faiselidbd, by sowing dissension, by setting son against father or 
bribing the servant to betray his master ; it was tlms and not in 
the fair field that they have gained the mastery ; the Mugliiils 
hunted them as foxes ; the Afghans drove them as sheep before 
them ; Nadir ShAh and his Persians heeded' them not, and the very 
MahrathAs, in the first rise of their fortune and pride of their infan- 
cy, passed tiirough their hordes as a whirlwind. The faraiigi 
Jaj Thomas, when he held HAnsi, said he could seize the Panjab 
with two thousand men ; and so he could, and so will some brave 
man yet, and my old eyes will yet see their temples defiled and their 
tanks sprmkled with the blood of their own accursed sect ; did I 
not live in such a hope, this day would end the career of Gulabi, 
But let me end my tale while sense yet remains to do so, for it is 
not always that my strength can bear such opening of my woundsJ 
I was peimitt^ to remove tim .corpse, I burned it, and iied far firom 

but .and a|%® 

dew of night has wet my head, and th^ hot sun of day has scorched 
me ; nightly have I watched star after star arise, gain their utmost 
height, and sink again tewai'ds the west ; seldom indeed have my 
eyes dosed until the moB|iing appeared, and the blush of dawn has 
often gilded' ihy ch^rpdi before I had laid myself on it. And ail 
these long wakeful hours, one thought, one hope was on my soul — 
vengeance ! My subsistence was gained by gathering herbs, and, 
as w^t urged me, carrying them to the nearest bazars for sale ; it 
was while thus . employed, the opportunity occurred of saving the 
Sahf s , loydy, daughter-— ;the one l^right spot ip-ipy long life of 
»ery, - ' ‘V, ’.J"; , 

, She cea»d, and^wiBa outstretdbed' arTO .and clenched hands the' 
forlorn creature threw herself on the ground with her bare /ore- 
head on the earth, and thus remained for several minutes in silence, 
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far I could not break the sanctity of ber grief, nor did I attempt 
by words to effect impossibilities, but I let nature baveits\vay ; gra- 
dually recovering, the poor woman resumed her position, and see- 
ing by my looks how much I commisserated her, she bowed in 
grateful silence and withdrew. 

Many a tale of herself and others did the old w'oman tell me, 
and much light did she thro^v on my mind in regard to the dread- 
ful crime of child’-stealing, so common in all the hilly tracts of the 
East, which are made to furnish regular supplies, not only for the 
zanandhs of grandees, but for the brothels of the plains. 

Chanda Kanwar, the old Rani too, wiled away many an other- 
wise weary hour with tales of the former grandeur of her house, 
with legends of Kangri and naiTations of the feuds of the Chau- 
hans and Eathors (/), of Moslem wiles and of Sikh tr^dhery, the 
last as being freshest in memoiy was most bitterly out, and 

triumphantly did the old lady exclaim, ^^YesI never by force or 
by fair fighting could the dogs have found entrance ; did w'e not 
after a twelve month’s siege, drive Akbar^ the Great Emperor of 
Dehii, from before our mountain fastness, did not the Gurkhas, bold 
as lions, in vam seek an entrance, and fraitlessly, by famine as by. 
swordj endeavour to induce surrender ? But the arts and the gold of 
the Sikh prevailed ; ‘he plunders one to bribe another, and employs 
the victim of yesterday to decoy or destroy others and others \ thus 
has his tide swelled until the Fanjab has no longer bounds for Ms 
pride and ambition, it remains to see what game hell play with the 
farangt, hut though it swept with it me and mine, and destroyed 
the last relics of KAngrA, my heart would welcome the fiood of 
for^gners that should sweep' root and branch of the accursed Sikhs 
from the earth.” 

In such like conversation, with occasionally a song from GulAbI 
or from the of MAlitAb, my bed of sickness, was cheered; 

and even when my’^rength‘ was. s5 j^_^rene^ed> as' to allow of my 
leaving it, the difficulties of ikj poditioh, and the great accumula- 
tion of arrears of business could hardly draw me from the magic 
circle of my zandndh; daily, however, reports came in and rumours 
thickened that told me it was time to be up and stirring. 

Two months had eiapsed from the day of the catastrophe, when 
I ordered a # my trpop$,, and going down the ranks* on 

a gently amhliag-';r.'glioont* my^heart glowed at the loud shouts of 
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welcome that greeted me, and the satisfaction, nay delight, that ap-. 
peared in the eyes of my men. the few even who would have drank 
my blood deemed it prudent to put on holiday faces knew them 
however nnd was not deceived. 

'On the turfy sward, I had that evening laid out a feast for those 
who were present at the morning's parade; and the rich kababs and 
pidaos, and cloving sweetmeats, supplied in profusion, did not satisfy 
the soldiery less than did my warm thanks and grateful praises 
of tlie morning ; with their bellies full tliey were all heroes, each 
was ready to lay down his life for me and every man of them would 
follow me to Eoum ; nay beyond the kaM-pmiL Your metal may 
be tried yet. my men, mused I, and then I contemplated as I gazed 
on the rough rude creatures, on their generally spare sinewy fotiUj 
reflected by the bright moonlight in ail degrees of relief, how ma- 
ny of them were really my friends ; how many, in an hour of need;, 
would place his body between mine and the impending blow; and 
then my musings took a more general turn, on the extraordinary 
engine of mercenary army; by what magic infiuence it is kept to- 
gether; how small a spark has destroyed the fabric of years, how 
little is required to soothe and to gratify rude minds, and how little 
to rouse and irritate them. And then I wondered if the English 
ever cast these ideas in their minds, and if it ever occurs to them> 
that m injudicious or tyrannical olheer at the ]j|ead el their troops, 
ot olyi! rektabns, is wotae thaiimsetess, he a 

day 'may destroy' 'them whole goodly k one, 

to reward him for making himself -smrct'‘'Wt®w gain. In 
such cogitations I sauntered betwOen the ranks of feeders, until 
my tired Ihnhs told me it was time to move, and the noisy symp- 

thft the feast was over, 

NOTES. 

(a) The story of KSngra may not be uninteresting, as a sample of the Sikh 
poE<!y f » the hills. ’ , > ; ' 

the Ean^Eaja, was beseiged by the A. D. 1800, 

'kxA itt hi4 dil)fchl|y'sol|cite<^kh ass.letatiee j ‘ItanJIt Si|gC’ ’with his troops, ar- 
rived before the mountain fastness, where the OUrkhas had taken up their posi- 
tion ; but Sansar Chand hW shrank from admitting so unsafe m ally as the 
MAarkjah into his oita^elh Sis ton, ho'^eV'er^/tlpj^h' Chaad was in " 

of who dependiyig oii#he, al^prehenston ho thus inspired 
'rush' at the gate, obtaihed^i^ lotrapce,. 'a»d immediately substituted i! "^rigom 
i>f his own, for that of SaaJh:. Chaad, ' ’ ' > 
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Kitnjit left the chief, the ctvil possession of hia own territory, e 3 ractiag however,. 

a ^xed tribate. On the death of Sansar Chand, Unroiih Chand suceead^d, and 
held back from paylai? the nazaraM^f demanded by BLaajit : eventually he yield- 
ed and paid a lac of rupees* Three years after on. his two sisters being demand- 
ed ia marriage for relatives of Bhyan Singh’s, Unrodh Chand tied aerofes the 
SuteluJ, abandoning his territory to the mercy of the Sikhs who no time ia 
seixmg so vaiuabW a possession, Kdngra has ever since forined an intcgnii part 
of the Sikh dominions.- Another trait itinsirative of the Sikh policy? f borrow 
from, the Journal of lieutenant A. Cunningham, given in No. CX. Asiatic So- 
'oifcty Journal : 

“ On the top 'of the pass I saw a gibbet with two cages, containing the skull 
of Thums and ids nephew, the chiefs of Poonch, who had for a long time resist- 
ed the encroachments of the Jamrau family. A price was set upon their heads 
by Guldb Singh, but, from their known bravery no one dared attack them open- 
ly ; and they wmre at last killed, while asleep, and their heads carried to Guiab 
Singh, who ordered them to be suspended from the Bheembar pass 

(5) Prostitution in the east does not entail all the horrors and evils that It 
does in England, the system is somewhat like that in France, a and 

licensed portion of the state ; poverty and disease, therefore do prevail to so 
fearful an extent as in London. But terrible, stil!, ate the tales disclosed by the 
'ivretched beings devoted to this odioua purpose, and a new feature in it baa of 
late years been discovered in the trade of meghumee. Major Sleemaa’s report on 
this subject shew's a regularly organized dystem for the murder of parents, that 
the children may be> procured for the meet degrading purposes j and Major 
Crawford’s notes on oriental slavery, disclose a ** mystery of iniquity” on the 
same heaA The vitMms in whatever way obtained, are Educated for their voca- 
tion, their enSlfe'iprcik^feds going to thefo employ vi^ho foetef anil deck them but 
in proportion' to ' 'Wh'eh'no longer pitofitable, they are cast adrift, 

or are employed in the most Menial offices by their owners. Xn no conntry in 
the east does prostitution appear to be so much legalized as in the Panjab lior 
does it any where exist to so great and unblushing an extent. In the countries 
East of tlie Indus the slave trade is limited in a great measure to the purchase 
and sale of girls for the purposes of prostitution, or for the supply of the harams 
of the great', but westward of that river, especially in the countries bordering up- 
on Turkistan, men and women are equally made the subjects of barter- To so 
great, iShfoktehk was this traffic carried' on at Herat before the arrival of the Bri- 
tish mission there in 1839^ that upwards of twelve thousand (12,000) persons are 
said to have been sold, to Khiva from that city and its environs, after the siege, 
and so general was the trade that Sh^ Kamrau himself , and two of his, officers, 
were the only persons of||oWer ia 'riie city, who were not slave ; the 

chief of them being Tar .tile Minister and virigll rtifor s 12, 14, and 

20 slaves 'were often given for a' horse. 

(c) The Common ignominious punishment in the east, idiomatically called 
« eating the shoe.” Gulabee’s description of her own employments is taken from 
the life; the daily supply of corn for each family is ground in a heavy hand-mill 
almost always by women. The fact that no store of flour is prepared shews why 
Moses forbad the millstone to be taken as a pledge, for he taketh a man’s life 
to pledge all night long the sound of the mill may be beard in a tovra, a small 
lamp burning besMb '^^:;gri»der. This must be remembered to understaad th# 
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denotinciatioE of scripture, The sound of the mill-stone shall be heard no more 
at all in thee, and the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee.’* 

As to Gulabee’s other tasks I have often seen such sights in a street, at mid-* 
day; the mistress of beauty’* reclining at ease while her -servant cleaned and 
adorned her hair. This does not, of course, apply to the upper class of women 
who are secluded, but in India, no one of whatever rank performs for hhnself or 
herself, any office it is possible to get any body else to do. 

(d) Although this most horrid crime is by no means uncommon in many 
parts of Hindustan, the extent and effrontery with which the abomination is 
practiced in the countries west of the Sutiege exceeds belief. 

The JCangta history has been briefly explained under the head of Sans^r 
Chand ; half-free, half-enslaved, and liable to constant insult and plunder from 
a barbarous government, it had small security against the inroads of the Sikhs. 

(e) Give every man his due. The Raja has no receipt to this tale, and the 

odium thereof; but the incident is generally believed- to be true not of a Sikh, 
but of a 80 called Christian Governor under the Panjdb rule. This man, it is 
said, sent two men to fetch a woman for his own purposes ; they violated their 
charge, one was differently punished, the other was put to death in the man- 
ner here described. . 

(/) Rival Rajput tribes, in ancient days ; I cannot ascertain the time when 
great numbers of the Chouh^ns embraced Mahomedaniam, but most of the mixed 
Mabomedan tribes on the banks of the Sutlej of the present day, claim descent 
from them. 

In the Ayeen Akberry there is a list of seven Chouh^n Princes, who reigned 
at Delhi, ending with Pitorah, who was defeated (having before gained seven 
pitched battles from the Moslem) by Sultlla Mooyu-ed-deen Sani, at the battle of 
Tlianesur, A, H. 5S8 ; but it was the great Alla-ud-deen who quite broke the 
power of the Clan ; during his reign of twenty years he destroyed no less thaa 

^ ^ ji .(S. . . 

'To'the lUtere^ug pas^agei of Tbdd .1 refer for 
CJtovliiaKw and ‘ 

(p) Don Quixote’s lessons on propriety to Ms squire, are much needed in the 
east, where the “ eructations” that scandalized the Knight of La Mancha, are con- 
sidered no broach of decorum, but rather, after a good dinner, are a tribute to 
the hospitality of the host. Shade of Aberaethy I What unmasticated and indi« 
gestible viands then Sli the paunch I 
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storm gathers*^ 

<‘ Are spawn’d in court by base mttigues, and baser 
Hirelings, wbo Uve by lies on good men's Uvea, 


<« If not tby sister— liiponld’st thou save-^ 
My life, or bid me by tiiy slave.’* 

* « Whence is woman’s courage born? 

What can make her ^eril scorn ? 

Whence does woman'^ weakness ^springi 
Wherefore does she twine and cling 
Bound a stronger, dearer arm, 

Heeling there^ secure from harm ? 
::S:i'K.|p|i;;d<^es;w 0 ma» love her, 

How can woman fame despise ? 

« Because within a ■womaii’'s soul, 

Love can every fear coutrpul ; 

Because *tis love’s deligbttul law 
Hrom him she loves her all to draw, 

Hor him alone, her home is dear, 

With him her home is any where ; 

For him she loves and seeks renown, 

For him she scorns a monarch s crown, 
Through every changing, outward mood, 
Love is her spring of ill and good 1” 

<* Sooner than sueh as He should dwell, 
'Within our ancient citadel. 

Let fire consume both roof and wall, 

And bury us beneath their fall.’ 


Bnie'of'A^d^^- ' 




Mmmmijpti. Jpo0m* 


' affeled toy interests ; and this can be best 
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done by furnisbing a translation of some of Cir^nd Kliaii's reports, 
a summary of 'which, after compliments, was to this efiect : I^less- 
ed be Allah that my master^s life has been saved, and that the 
Sikh dog has met his desert, but it would have been better, my 
lord, to have put him out of the way quietly {a), (and there are a 
hundred modes of doing so,) than to rouse "the hornet’s nest you 
have done. There's not a nifBan about Laliaur, that adds Singh to 
his villain name, but aliects to desire your blood. Naiid Singh had 
many friends, they are, of course, determined on your ruin ; the 
strict Khalsa Sikhs also look on your deed with horror, little less 
than if you had killed a. cow ; and last come the mob, loud in the 
cry for justice. So far Ranjit Singh has stood your friend, but I 
tremble to think how long he can withstand the appeals of those 
around him — ^and, but that I thought I could best serve my lord’s^ 
cause by my absence, he should, ere this,, have seen Chand Khan 
with a hundred stout followers at his feet. The times §ire difficuit,^ 
my master, and knowing that prevention is better than cure,, I am 
paying handsomely in all directions without respect to friend or foe ; 
if we disarm the latter,, we shall not need the former — but let your 
servant implore you to be cdudous, the friends of Nand Singh are. 
throwing about their bags of rupees, and in a high quarter it is be- 
ing attempted to take advantage of the times, to acquire Kangrd. 
Suchet Singh has even, I understand, moved off quietly in your di- 
rection, 'and has appointed several detachmep|^^,t0^p|bi4||^ and, 
joinMminyoutVighbourkoqd, 'fc 

reaches, a purmim, dis^^e, from 

the Maharajah. Even this morning when the durhax was cleared 
of all but some few of the confidential Members, I heard from with- 

and eten could hear Ranjit • 
quite right in what you had 
dbhe, and that you had only fafled in not informing him ; that he 
wished he had many servants like Bellasis, who dealt equally with 
all sects, with the rich and the poor,_ and neither enjoyed cutting off 
men's limbs, nor confiscating their property. The Maharajah was 
excited, and his warmth was in full equalled by that of his Vazrrs, 
thec1nefof'Whototadfitfed'Mm|jy^ti^ sacrifiemg his 

own sect ahd pampering iBfdbltI';Ii4|ij''^cted not to observe the 
insolent remark, ‘Mt md he shd«id^fine-yoft> for exceeding your'au- 
‘ ' thority Such’ scenes as the4,’ my lord,* will be daily ' knd 
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ilie result will be that n. pcirimm will be given ; when it is, J slmE 
decamp^ and liope to reach KAngri before it does* Hov/ever, on no 
account obey : — remember the order will have been extracted froin 
the Ruler ; and that it m farthest from his desire that you should 
attend to it ; if, however, you are so far misled as to yield up yotir 
post, or, if on the strength of the royal -smai, Kimgrk is wrested 
from you, my lord's life is not worth an hour's purchase. Silence 
and their ends can be best effected by your death ; and pmt ndd 
either be killed in open rehelUon, or die of ^jour womid<^ it inatteiv 
little that not a sword he drawn, sufficient witnesses will aver to 
all that is required. For myself, I have been tampered with, tliy 
servant has been thought so meanly of that filthy rupees have 
been offered to induce me to desert my master’s interests, to sell 
my lord's counsel — even 'to be still — ^thc Dogs I ' I hate them the 
more that they should suppose me the miscreant thOy^ are them- 
selves, they look on a PatMn as a purchaseable commodity, they 
forget that he is so oi^ly when he is a forced subject, an unwilling 
servant; but that for, his natural Chief, or the Leader of his 
heart, lie would spill Ms life’s blood*’’ 

Yes, I believe he’s honest, mused I ; and if he’s not, he is in- 
deed a wretch ; awkward news ,i3p this, ' hut let me see what the 
Raja and' the faqir ’say ; ''thC' former’s note being first opened, I 
thus read. Health to my friend and well-wisher, the brave 
and wise Colonel Beliasis, a meeting with whom I am' most desir* 
ous of effecting. All the friends of the noble Wildplt have been 
stricken by grief at the intelligence of his illness, and are now 
thankful at his recovery ; if change of mr and a colder climate 
would benefit my friend, Jammu, Chamba and all we have is at 
his service, f he death of Nand Singh was an unfortunate acci- 
dent, is it ti4ie thiit in a -mutiny of the Soldiers he was,. ^ slain ? No 
j^oubt my friend' 'can clear up the^ .matter^ at present the 
^ Mah^iAja’s mizaj S' clodded,’ and his ' H|gi)pess “'desires to know 
whit’'^ punishment has ' b^h ' infficted om ,tie murderers. What 
can th^‘ .well wisher say more 'than that during thy absence he 
desired no. ;J|1reater happiness than to receive thy pleasure-giving 
epistle^!'’’' ■ m and does he indeed think, me so 

asjl^p bntrapped in;Jammu and to clank my chains by 
the side of '<#ptlve$ Np, if I fail into Ms power it 

shah nof be ahye,' corpse he’s welcome to do hM 
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utmost. ” Tims I ruminated while I unrolled the folds of the 
Faqir's note and spelt its cyphers, which ran to this effect. Af- 
ter warmest expressions for my friend’s welfare, and hopes of an 
happy interview, his well-wisher the Faqir, who is as nothing, 
would hint to the wise Bellasis that in putting to death Nand 
Sing, he acted inconsiderately and may thereby bring himself into 
trouble. This friendly epistle is however not intended to disturb, 
but to caution the Sahib, lest peradventure greater evil come : His 
Highness favors his servant and trusts his confidential agent ; he 
bids me therefore remind you of the instructions you have re- 
ceived, and on receipt of this note, desire that you take them out,r 
and again read them line by line, word by word, and reflect on 
their import : — the wise are exalted, the faithful meet with re« 
ward ; what more is needed, the comprehensive mind of Bellasis 
must understand.” You deal in riddles Faqhjee, mused I, but 
I presume that it is the intention to make a cat’s paw of me, to 
order me to give up my post and intend that I should not obey, an 
awkward enough predicament for an unfriended man ; in the 
midst of such a nest of intriguers, however. I’ll do as seenietii 
right, and leave the result to Providence. Again I took up the 
cover of Chand Khan’s letter and perceived a small slip of paper 
which had before escaped my notice ; on it was written, in evident 
few lines 5 ^ T|ris,,mqmen|i 

m ¥der h|i^*b^:giveii in fayor of _ Sucfret Aft yw'te 
no longer Governor of Kdngra yotir leiwaiit Ws ^ready written 
fully ; repetition is needless ; may my noble master prosper ; 
*his, servant watches his interests and is all anxiety to join.” I 
ihuch and was therefore by no means disconcerted; 
to -gain ow then the faction generally opposed to the Eajahs, and 
to affect the neutrals in my favour, was now my game, and no 
longer to waste my means by attempting to keep terms with my 
powerful enemies ; I therefore at once wrote off to Chand Khan, 
and desired him to open a close communication with the Bhaes 
Earn Bihgh and Goblnd Ram, ^d also to offer my best services- 
to Fatteh Sing mAn and Ehushiyai Singh, as well as to the Utaree 
and Sandaiiwali^’'Sird'ars ; ;to Bena SJfrgfr/'llajetea, I myself.wrote 
as follows : — “ The fame of Lena Singh has burst the bounds of 
the Panjib, it has swept to the furthest corners of Hindustan, 
and has reached the western countries, where the Wise men pant 
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to become acquainted the Plato of the age, the Aristotle of 
the east ; — ^Thy friend and weB wisher, oh most excellent Sirdar I 
is a poor unfriended foreigner, trusting alone to his good sword, 
his clean hands and Ms undaunted heart ; but more so to the 
justice and the discernment of the great monarch of the Paiijab 
and his trusty counsellors and Sirdars, among whom, wiio more 
wise, tnore valiant,, who ; a trustier comrade/ a more confidential 
adviser, than Lena Singh : the Sirdar need not to be told of the 
late events at Kangra and of the storm that gathers around his 
well wisher, who remembering the late kindness of his friend, re- 
minds him that the hour of adversity is the time to discover friends, 
to recognize enemies, and, that counting on Lena Singh as 
among the staunchest of the former, he now offers to him a treaty 
and binds himself by the most sacred pledge to requite four fold, 
in his need, any aid now offered to Kangra. To dilate further 
would be disrespectful/' 

Having thus taken my measures, and having, as far as my 
strength permitted, visited my posts, thrown up a traverse here, 
sprinkled crow's feet there, cleared away some rubbish and inter- 
vening buildangs, and having seen that my granaries were well 
stored, and that, on commanding points, large heaps of rocks 
and stones were collected, I told off my troops to their respective 
posts, desiring that a vigilant look out should be kept, and with 
small bodies of horse I swept the country, to feel its pulse and to 
acquire the earliest intelligence of friend or foe. While thus 
busily occupied I almost forgot in my restored strength, the kind 
nurses and tender companions of my long convalescence, who, at 
my request, still occupied a sort of wing of the large old building 
in which I dwelt ; but whom for many days I had not seen. One 
afternoon after a peculiarly heavy day's work, I was enjoying 
the air from a balcony, a step lower than the general terraced 
roof of the buildihg which, in delicacy to the females, I now 
avoided, Eeclining half ^leep and still trying to rouse myself/ 1 
was startled by the words of the following song, in the voice of 
the child Mahtab Konwur ; there was a pensiveness and a sadness 
in her tones, that if I had considered her as more thsm a child, 
would havCfi'ifed suppose she had found the hero her 
choice ‘ 


89 ' 


FASSA^ES m- THE LIFE OF 
1 

** * ** My mother bids me seek a spouse. 

To whom to give my maiden vows ; 

Ilajas and Thakoors, waiting near, 

Abide my choice twixt hope and fear. 

Within my heart a gem lies hid, 

For him ’twill glow who lifts the lid ? 

Within my breast a fountaiu sleeps, 

For him ’twill gash who opes its deeps* 

“ Within my soul I feel a power, 

To love through every changeful hoar ; 

But none has waked that slumbering mighty 
Or kindled that still sleeping light. 

4 . 

A vision visits oft my dreams, 

A bright and manly form it seems ; 

But when the expectant crowd draw near. 

Will Such a form mid them appear? 

** Then who shall wear the nuptial wreath, 

Jf none can make affection’s breath ? 

No, rather let me still abide, 

A maiden by my mother’s side.” 

cendeJi the little , flight of steps that lead to the terrace, >hW%tiiDd 
the gentle girl in tears ; she started at seeing and, unlike her 
former tender and affectionate manner, she seemed annoyed at my 
abroach, and di^ all hut repulse my intrusion. What ails my gen- 
has aught distressed thee Sahib, thy 
Lmndee is not a chilil, and it beseems her not to be thus seen with 
man."' Forgive me, sweetest, if I have offended, but the words 

* Note. — Hindoo women of distinction, by ancient as well as existing 

** us8^, were not debarred the sight. When a female of the royal race was 
‘‘ supposed to possess a discriminating ^oipe, she was con* 

ducted to an apartment, whjgre matnjr youths of her tribe were assem* 
“ bled, and being desired to select from them ||!fr futee husband, she distin* 
** gmshed the object of her parMifey by ' throwing olrer his neck a wreath of 
This 'chsliohi» 1 ohserved within ^ thes# hi^ 

Xanjcre/* ' ^ *. r^’ V’ 

' ‘i'.f 4\ • - ’ . Forstet^s 
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6f tliy song-> and more, their tones decoyed me ; sacli melancholy 
ditty ill becomes my joyons Mahtab.** 

** Leave me, Sahib,' -and intnade not thus on my privacy ; 
trioe mx are yoar gneste, and eat of your bounty, but my lord 
has not before dealt thus with the poor daughter of Kingr^/' 
There was something in the tone that threw on me a flood 
of light. Teil tie my gaatle, my sweet' ,girh is thy heart 
engaged ? I would be thy friend, and would die to save thy 
pure heart a pang/* She proudly answered, ‘‘ Engaged ! a Hajpoot 
maiden,^ unasked to pledge her heart’* — but the effort was too 
much ; she had too long strwen, against nature^ to appear uncon- 
cerned, her strength failed, and she fell at my feetj lifeless. Dis- 
tressed beyond measure, but unwilling to bring witnesses to the 
scene, I hurried away for water and other restoratives; i diifed' her 
temples, bathed her haudu and head, and at l^t,: to my delight, saw 
signs of returning life, incoherently she' iHlited, but the words and 
syllables told me her" young heart Was mine, and that she had looked 
on me with feelings far diflerent from those with which I had re* 
garded her, I drew her' to my bosom, and swore to cheri'sh the 
weet iowoT' to. my last hour; half uncoiiscioiisly she 
waiiis me, -and when her^sewes wwa'Whojpy'r^^ed, I s^l retain- 
ed her by gentle vio]^«,r rM' the'^-'eoiiv«rl4€bn that ensued I toM 
more of my tale than appears iii these pages, and added, that I had 
never looked on her as other than a creature separated by an impassa- 
ble barrier from myself ; but now that the flood gates of mj heart 
WTve opened, that I found myself loved, I eduH'wllh;ffe#'tod iiS 
homely dWare that I loved' her as I had'n’feVer Idved wcfiite i' tihat 
was the dearest defeire of my heart, and that 1 Wanfc 
ed only oppcw^mity to prove my devotion, Devotioxi indeed,” ex- 
claimed' let me be thy sister^ daughter, slave, m that I 

shall have a righftbVatchIhy looks, ^ to ga^ > to t«idl 

tltob;/ A and 

I wpuld tltet thy fahi'wto •Moffat practice, I would 

faih^'’* leatti'; more of tfi^ refigion^ and know the God that directs thy 
condu^^|^';'^‘*’|he, Chunda Kowr, does she know thy secret ^ 
My'md^|)|ite ever had my whole confidence, she saved nm 
the deteste¥*^’^'%^a .alliance, and she applauds, she encourage^ - my 
present resolve,*^ well,. my love, for I would Wed' thee- 
ag^st thy parenf'i wiS | mi more* .circumstanced m I am, 

' ’ I# - ' 
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hy danger, and uncertain of my position for a single day, I would 
not involve tliee in my fate. Wilt thou then agree to this arrange* 
inent ? that for twelvemonths thou shouldest remain with thy mo-, 
ther, it will afford time to prove whether thou understandest thy-^ 
self, whether thou art prep^ed to be as an outcast among thy own, 
« and to join a people to whom thou must always feel as a strangero 
The position will be a difficult one, it will recyijire all thy patience, 
all thy virtue, and I would not deceive thee into the idea of its be- 
ing otherwise ; a twelvemonth will also give me a firmer footing, or 
it will remove me from this troubled land, and as companion of my 
sojoumings, or as sharer of my Kdngrlhall, thou wilt be equally 
prized/' 

My guide, my friend, thy task is a hard one ; but I 
lieve thee to he right, and I know thee to be true ; for a twelve- 
month, then, I give thee up, and that twelvemonth will be to me a 
year of widowhood/' And to me of anxious suspence love, but we 
must now separate, I, to visit my posts, and thou to teU the Mhii 
of ;'this mierview/' ’ " ; ■ 

Pressing the lovely, girl to my hearty I hurried from her 
presence, and in a fervour of delight, a sea of conflicting 
emotions, I burned around Kingri, dashing up steep hills across 
crags and dovm descents that quite appalled my followers. Wlien 
I what with expitem^nt an.d 

I was Quite -gxhau^y'i 

and courted sleep, hut it fiM from my ,i^eiids ; The live long night 
I tossed in feverish commotion, “half sleeping, waking, frightful 
dreams coming over me, and suddenly awakening me before I was 
^ once I, dreamt that a ruffian hand was at my throat; I 
shadoir. of a tall figure gliding from 
the room, I called to the sentry to stop the intruder, but it was 
declared that no one had entered, that the figure was a phantom 
df my imagination. Believmg it to be so, I again laid myself down, 
and a^ain was so awakened ; unwilling however that my men's 
at|M^w\^hidd be exiled, &nd believing this in the reality 
of Whif f ^fclined the remainder of'^i’e night, watchings 

with my a As m ^ ‘!pdt was nh : in the morh^ 

in th4 my servants had qfrfe 

pfeon, one’of IhA^Aes should always wAhs 

in chmn.tinv with 
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For some days notMng unusual occurred* wlien all at once my 
Tidettes came in with iuteiiigence of the approaclh of large bodies of 
Euned men from all directions ; I had intermediately receded assur- 
ance of support from Lena Singh and from several of the hill chiefs* 
so I desired that no opposition should he offered* but simply that , 
rasad should not be supplied, and that constant and early IntellL 
gence should be given. There was not much time for, further 
preparation ; for, before night, 12,000 men sat down before 
Kangra, To meet them, I had however something above three 
thousand trained Soldiers present, and nearly as many more stout 
hearts, men ready to dispute every crag and every knoll, and 
many of them good with a matchlock at four hundred yards. 
Sachet Singh, as was expected, was at the head of the host ; he 
had another cause of enmity besides my possession of Kangri. ; 
I had also Mahtab Kowr, the girl who had spumed his love 
and rejected the alliance with his family. To do him justice. 
Sachet Singh was a bold and a gallant looking young man, a per- 
feet soldier in appearance : he had many of the qualities necessary 
to a Commander, and with a handsome person and showy habits, 
was much the man to gain the hearts of a rude soldieiy, and in 
re^y he was a' very popu&r le^ader, the mmre* indeed tjhat not 
being very particular Mmself as to mmm and ttmm, he looked little 
to the discipline his men, regarding every thing as light* but 
devotion to hiniself, and obedience to Ms commands. Such a 
Chief, having funds to pay his troops, has but to raise his banner 
in any corner of the East to be quickly joined by crowds: 

,, . .But* ..to my tale* a iag of truce was sent with the Maharaja's 
pafw^ndhl'mA a polite, tho' somewhat haughty, demand for the de- 
livery of the%rt and territory : I denied not the apparent authenticity 
of the order, biit simply remarked, that the Maharaja had himself 
desired that t Aoto make over the'f«t_, but him- 
self, and that to nbn,e other should 'it be* ‘ Eeplies, retorts 

and f joinders passed,; hut ■idj||^'’i;epeate3,’lhat my ultimatum had 
been that the "Eaja's troops were distressing my country, 
Md'th#( I guested their immediate departure. Sachet Singii's 
camp was so. pitched as to half surround the rock and to cut me 
off from that he blockaded the main entpwte 

to the fort ; and'.isea^g a Royal pww&mk, and beh^ , himself a 
Jfenitary of the Bmi^^'iiid brother. of th^ Minister, I was'uflpilHng 
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to strike tlie first blow, or to appear to court aggression ; I there-' 
fore put up witlTmftcli insolence, and even permitted Ms soldiery 
to visit my bazaars; strictly, however, enjoining the guards at the 
gate to allow none hut single armed men under any pretence to 
pass. Sachet Singh was a bold man, I knew he was, and I watch- 
ed him warily, I had my spies on him, as he probably had on me, 
the guards at the gates were ti*ebled, and guns were so placed as 
to rake the approaches from them to the town and works ; slow 
matches, ready lighted, were concealed under the tails. The 
Gdlmddzes sauntered, as if carelessly, around, but* each was 
told of to his post, and every man had his orders ; one Regiment 
was instructed to cover the guns ; another, in case of need, to pre- 
vent a junction from those of the enemy in the town with their 
brethren without ; the strong as well as the weak points were 
looked to, and, in full expectation of an early and iinpetuons attack, 
I awaited k in what quiet I could, 

NOTES. 


(tz) Again X must disclaim my friend Chaiid Khan’s^ doctrines ; he writes 
m oriental man of the world, brought up in the school of expediency with pri- 
..wsllave aud strong feelings on all poiutf. thinks of 

irt blood-thlw^nei^, the and 

oppressed. ’ ' ■' 

(5) Some writer, (Captain OsBorne, I believe) mentiona that in 1825, when 
B$JUit Singh refused to join the confederacy againat^the British at the time of 
sardSrg brought him woman’s apparel In dar- 
wouJ^ aetopish a European 8ttb|ect. 

‘ Oaptid'ii tai'i .of the 'Xhakorihe” gives many illusfera- 

taons of the Kdjpdtt is, their chlvalrotfo dioaor and the sacrifices they make to it. 
To that work I refer the reader for poetry both in subject, and language. But even 
the prose of real life affords tales as curious as ever were invented j in proof of 
which 1 give an incident, communicated, by a friend, In whose words it follows. 
The Speared in file London prints for the winter of 1826-27 ; they furnish 
t evep„ them»filveS''l«,.*r» 

eccentric mah j fet tmot,, however, be supposed th# X meant to draw Bellaelf i 
a person who would have thus shewn his love r thWh M«ior HV «frnn-T«k 


i person who would have hms shewn his love f though Major H’s. strong 
enduring attachment fer his wife, shews that my story does not in this particular 

'§li^;n»ture. t . V t ™ 

‘ I i*ead,.,lfaht4b'\'Monwur’s story, I was reminded 
dent»|^|hafc. mde a ^ong^ impression on my youthful mlpd„ h» l|0 
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liarm in your pEbiisbing: them, for they appeared! at Ibe time in Ibe Lonion pa- 
pers* and caused a nine days wonder they have probably long since vanisheil 
from the memory of all not personally interested in them* and my account will 
not br^g any names before the pnblict 

Major <H, was an officer in the ki«g*s service, who served on the Madras presi- 
dency, some thirty or forty years ago. He became attached to a native lady, 
named.Fyzooj.never 1 believe, regarded ^ her. with any :bwt^■ho.norabW..view«.:alid^: 
married hen She bore him three chiidrea (one of whom is now an , officer In the, 
army,) and died, leaving the youngest, an iafant, who bore the rnothw^s name. 
Major H quitted India upon the death of hi® wife, and brought her remaiiis with 
him to England in a leaden coffin. Shortly after his arrival, the little Fy?ioo 
likewise died, and her father had her remains in the same manner preserved. 

Every circumstance in major H’s. story was peculiar, and took great hold of 
ray imagination when, in my early youth, I came from a r€;mote country-place to 
the part of Surrey, where he had id® residence- It was an old brick houie, with 
pointed roofs, rnas? ive window frames, tall narrow doors, winding stairs, dark 
passages, and all other approved materials for a regular haunted house* A high 
brick wail, with a dead gate, surrounded the garden in which the house stood; 
all was in character, the straight turf walks, the mih Mndeu 

trees, and the look of neglect and wildnew th»p pefya^td every thing. On ringing 
for admissiou the gate used to be opened by an old woman, whose appearance 
was enough to rouse all sorts of etrange ideas ia the mind of an urchin fresh 
from the country. She had been the nurse of little Fyxoo, and had, in that capa- 
city, attended her charge to Bnglaad. As such she was much valued by her 
master, and continued to live with him till his death. I well remember her 
shrivelled black face, her white hair, and emaciated form ; with her Indian dress, 
{thaf^'*<vas in Itself a curloaity to my young EogliA* ' I be- 
lieve Major was ■ never seen -otdside the wnif»df'lil»''garden, and he had io 

cut himself off from all his relations and friends, that it was not generally known 
that, in that old house, he kept enshrined the bodies of his wife and daughter# 
His two elder children as they grew up, went to live with other relatives, and, his 
sole companion was an old widow lady, as eccentric as him self. In a room with- 
in his own, a bed was kid out covered with rich Indian silks, and 
rated ; onjtbut bed lay the mother and Child in thelir long' last ' Ibis 

H,. passed a greater part of his time# 1 believe, 'k IliC simple 

mudh of toystery, md exaggeration was added to the 
stones clrCidi^^f the three singular characters, who Inhabited the old hm»e, 
and the shpenw^lj^ tubings who were suspected to re|ide with tlwwi* 

At length :diedt after about twenty yeara^ of jAllftowe. 

ww q5tW^^ytei,'amd so'ihkdy with'lik 

sedti#ctb that anMqiJ^Jwa^'bali'imbliA ^ tliai bad so 

loni^^bdeakbrouded when the officials 

catoC'tbkiamine the hous#; tie two biffins were 'brought to light, and this dlsco*^ 
,,yery 0f’tiie!3to|Smtas of two human befogs caused a further investigation# 

It was a kftitige scene on a cold December day, .that old house thrown open 
to all whmu-. curiosity might lead there.; the bustling Magistrates and their ^tol- 


lites peeping 'a^ ;|M^ring into every cranny for a solution of the myrterlea., 
old lady, and the siill older dhye, ilttlag like ghosts aboi^t the 4csewated shrine* 

’ their strange talb%l‘|?ilabe'Heved by the_ authorities, while there' lay 'the uucon- 
acSou? causes of all &la tutmd't The- hhrdly -effid body of the old soMier, thh long- 
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eiiimbled dust of his Eastern bride, and of their infant childi. At length the 
Coroner was obliged to receive the real story, however incredible it seemed ; and 
the three bodies vvere committed to one grave. 

As to the validity of a marriage, such as the above, it was in this ij|stance 
proved ; for, the succession to Major H.’s property was disputed by others of the 
family, on the ground of his son’s illegitimacy ; and the law decided in the 
:'K:young:'Hiian'^s. favour.”. ■■ 

The above, and indeed many living instances shew, that love is no respector 
of persons, and that happy wedded affection may exist between those of different 
blood. Not that I advocate such connexions , 5 they usually entail much 
misery on both parties ; and, as genuine conversion is rare, they must often end 
in both parties relinquishing their own faith without adopting any other. The 
natural instinct, too, that leads us to prefer our own colour is doubtless not given 
in vain ; but there are exceptions to every rule, and I would no more despise a 
woman for being copper- coloured than . for being born in a certain latitude* 
There are difficulties enough in the way of such an alliance as I speak of, and 
when these are overcome, it must be by some strong motive. The people who 
refuse to countenance the connexion, when once legitimately formed, may give 
specious reasons ; but pride, paltry pride, is generally the moving why they do 
it.’^ I well remember at fjome, a respected relative of my own, who would not 
breathe the name of the wife a young man had taken in this country, lest his 
mother should hear that the lady was country-born, though no other objection 
could be alleged against her; while the same person was one to blackball her owa 
nephew, because he married the girl who was the mother df his children, merely 
because she professed a different form of Christianity. 

I know these opinions lay me open to the charge of latetudinariauism, a re- 
proach so easily and generally cast against those who are no great sticklers for 
form 5 and 1$^ is not exactly the place for a theological disquisition ; yet let me 
say that what we stand up for in reUglon, ought to be rather the spirit, temper, 
Wy hb^ ite and 

ripenedi than iiie hameaand'lm^^s tfeaf ‘0-tonessbis 

an affinity for goodness, and rejoices 'to every clime 

colour, ahd name ; or, to use the holiest words, “ in every kindred, and people, 
and nation, and tongue.” 

,.*W.ben shall we, learn to let our own light shine, and to rejoice in the light of 
others, though it capae not in at our own windows ? When will the purity, sira- 
pHcity, and raagnanimity, of men like ^r. Thomas More, find act^eptance with 
Frostestaats ? or when will they allow that Father Matthew is not a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing; an incarnation of evil ? When this better spirit prevails, -and not till 
then, Christians of all sects will join to shew Pagans and Mahommedans that • 
they too have a God, and that if they do not make a parade ofiheir worship be« 
in’ their hearts, and regulates theit 

''/I'':' ■ 
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■/COUtEK®:®.,,. 


'Ifdcome the wmiiag^ speed the parting gmst'^It m emter to get into a scraps 
than out of it’^JBeilam confe$$es himself puzzkd^ thenhg zlrtuaUg admiiikii that he 

not a herod* 


m 


But hark I a sot)g of merry cheer, 

And drums, and pipes, and horns I hear; 

Yet from amid the gorgeous shew, 

Yhere bursts a sound of female woe ; 

In palankeen of ecarhet dye, 

Close veiled from every cuiious eye, 

The wailing Bride they homeward bear. 

And, will she meet with comfort there ? 

Alas i not here does woman know 
Domestic love’‘s unclouded glow ; 

The husband is not here the friend 
Who loving, loves her to the end V* 

** Hath then the gloomy power, 

Whose reign is the tainted sepulchre, 

Seized on her sinless soul ? 

Must then that peerless form 
Which love and admiration cannot view ' 4,* 

Without a beating heart, those azure viens, 

; , 14.^, Which steal like streams along a tield of snow, 

^ lovely outline, which is fair 




’^S^ireathing marble, perish ? 
MiitSt f utrefaction^s breath 


Or is \ ^ ^ 


morning 


, Which the breiii 
’ Chaseth into darkness ? 

' f 44 - ‘ Will lanfche wake agaiu ; 

A**^ faithful bosom joy 

; W.iioae "sleepless spirit waits |o catch 
' rapture, from her smile ? 

wake again, ' 


f..,- , 


iiiW 




siii 
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Although hor glowing limbs are motionless, 
And silent those sweet lips 
Once breathing eloquence, 

That might have soothed a tiger’s rage 
Or thawed the cold heart of a conqueror^” 


Qmm 3iah 


It was the month of €haii, the marnage season, a time of more^ 
than usual stir, when all Hindus, (and the Sikhs are degenerating 
into little better) are on the move, engaged directly or indirectly in 
the haTdt{a) of some of their kindred. The cold season was fast 
drawing to a close, but a heavy'shower, such as sometimes falls at 
this season, had revived nature; ail was now sun-sMne; the 
bright orb shone through the transparent clouds with an intensity 
beyond description, ail nature was revived, and wore a green luxu- 
riant aspect; the rising crops were rioh, and the birds, both of the 
hdls and plains, meeting on this neutral ground, lent life to the 
scene ; the plain and hill-sides were covered with huts, and tente of 
every hue and every shape, from the large enclosures and' broad 
spreading akamiyanm of their leaders, to the ^ humble pM of the 
foot soldier or camp follower, either of which class, indc'ed, in the 
Panj§.h is a lucky man when he can procure so much shelter. On 
a mom, all abroad being alive, and all within astir, a 

tom an^-t^^omely to the 

nearest gateway ; a ttended by a Stout able 

looking fellows, each attired in a b 

back and on their heads heavy turbans, the folds of which were in- 
tertwined with chain-work, rendering them more sabre proof than a 
hehnob. Abiding by my order to the letter, they came unarmed, so 
to that they had neither matchlocks nor talwar, but each bore in 
his hand a hea^y iron headed IdiM, such as cattle- watch- 
men and foot-pads carry ; they pushed along jauntily ahd merrily^ 

• Paging a n^rriage song not remarkable for its refinement, and 
shouting out the praises of the man of wealth, the Hfeefal and bene- 
tout Smk&r'Mm Bitan of Amritsir* by the un- 
usual s|)tendonr of bar&t^ followed at theii^' 

heels, but an obseryaut 'Ifeker-on'mi^fchive noticed that they 
not of the usual class of striplings and badniaskes, but 

mdsly stout 5^^«4i-lookmg fellows ; ihixed too with them were a‘ 
few of Sachet Singtf s soldiers ; and as the whole cavalcade advanced 
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to the gateway, tlie warder cMallenged and forbad tbe farther »apfc 
proacli of sacb an nnasaaliy strong party, at so ti^oMed a period, 
witboat express orders from -the -Governor, With miicli angry al- 
tcrcatioBj, and after many a threat of vengeance on the door-keep- 
er, a hdt was called ; and now the outside party increased, the idlers 
■ and' lookers-on pressed forward, and before the rf<s«rii?^% '#hose' fears ' 
were at last excited, eouM close' the gateway, a wedge was thrO'Wa 
on either side, and with a deafening shout of “ ! Guru ftke jfk/- 

Mi! wah! Furukji!'\h) tlie thoughtless warder and the double 
sentry were felled to the earth ; the loopholecl chambers on either 
side of the massy gateway -were in possession of this select hand, 
and the pretended bardt was converted into a formidable company 
. of soldiers. The doli was emptied of its store of arms; ‘twenty 
matchlock men were thrown into either chamber, and the rest co^ver- 
edunder the gateway to avoid the range of the guns withm, until the 
support from camp should arrive, whicli mounted and. ready, had, 
with Sachet Singh at tkeir head,' started 'at fall speed from the near- 

had gathered the pretended -'stragglers- inside*-^l>ut it had a roused''- 

me tliGse , wiflW^ 

and'dispOSi^'-Of.*- walls- 

were manned, and Sachet Singh was received with a volley that 
thinned his ranks ; another, given still nearer, told fearfully ; and, 
as his column defiled to pass the causeway, knocked down men and, ’ 
horses^ and checked the advance of the others. As, howByer, the' 
enemy^ galped the portal, the footmen already in possession, he- 
rushed out and spread 'right and left, leaving the front 
att«'bpeh'‘’‘'patlVyu for the cavalry; that instant, down rattled a 
shower of grape ‘firBm ar^ reserve guns : another and another: men 
and teses rolled oyer ‘with ahouts and imprecations ; some'* led or 
attem^d to fiy, hut weyehotep toyW^d ,hy,the‘pfak ;-others, more 
darinis^^^andled on by ^ir gtoed the ascent, passed 

bet#emthe;guns, and CommCneed ‘slashing away at the Goldnd&z^ 
es, whie' Tppfmea, some of whom had cleared the dangerous 
path, wife cry of %mh GuttijiF attacked from the , rear : 
but my wrCi not idle ; I threw back my Hank coiaj^nies, 

and wifethebaypb^wcm^cteai-ed the interyals and rear of the few 
intruders. til the smoke shoulcl 
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clear away, I poured in a volley of musquetry and grape that left 
few, but the dead and dying in our path ; those that survived turn- 
ed about, and, pell mell, we followed them to the gateway, now so 
choked up with the bodies of friends and foes that, the wedge re- 
moved, vre could not close it. On other sides the attacks had been 
fainter, and equally unsuccessful ; tw-o hundred bodies of the as- 
sailants were found, and tweirty of my own brave fellows fell in the 
struggle. 

The die is now cast, 111 go the whole hog and pay off 
my friend in his own coin,’’ mused I, as, going the rounds that 
evening, I ordered a sharp look out to be kept ; and aifecting to fear 
another attack, I ordered thelancers, KhushiyM Singh’s and 

one of the Najihs to stand by their arms at midnight; in the 
meantime I sent three separate expresses, to the same purport, to 
Lena Singh; it was in a cipher, and was to this effect: — "'My 
friend’s timely offer of aid is accepted ; the honor of his servant ,and 
well-widier has been attempted ; but, thanks be to a higher power, 
and to my good followers, we beat back the assailants. My friend, 
it is now our time for attack, this night at four gharis after mid- 



possihle, and, earlier than usual, retired. At midnight I arose, and 
for the first time disclosed my intentions to my followers. Ali Ver- 
di Khan,, stod others attempted to dissuade me, “ Not, Sahib, for the 
danger’s ifeake ; our master knows we love the battle’s din, but ’tis 
the after consequence at court we fear.” Good my fine fehows/’ 
I replied, 1 take not the step without reflection ; cautiously and 
carefully I guarded against giving offence ; galling as it was, I have 
borne with the intruders these many days in the lands entrusted to 
my charge, and for wrong, injury, and insnlt, I have returned civi- 
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Ity and' f0rl}earance~--“'biit the business of to-day lias altered iaal« 
ters, they have drawn the talmar, they may throw away the «cab- 
bard too, for the sabre of 'Bellasis shall not be sheathed while they 
continue to dehle bis territory/’ We are your seiwants/' was the 
reply. It is our duty to .warn, and it is our duty equally to obey/’ 
My new Wd 2 ^, the successor of Nahd Singh, was more .of my 
owm W7iy of thinhing, he had. as little -respect as myself for .the mi- 
nions of the court, and feeling that they had long kept him from Ms 
rightful place at the head of the Ijuncers, and grateful to me for 
raising- liim front unmerited obscurity, he echoed my sentiments, 
and breathed out nothing but extermination to the besiegers. Sohan 
Lull w’as a character, and ought sooner to have been brought before 
the reader’s notice ; he was % birth and caste a Kd^at (c) of Fur- 
ruckabad, in the British provinces, of a tail and gaunt form, immense 
nose, sallow and long face, of awkward gait and sinister expression ; 
he was a man who, well kept in hand, was most valuable, and, un- 
watched, -would have been an incarnation of rascality. I had seen 
and heard a good deal of him b^ore I promoted him, but as I felt 
that mine was no situation in which to employ fools or cowards, I 
preferred to take Sohan Lall, a foreigner, and a hardy, plucky, and 
ahrew4.ft%^^,te.lpm^ering myself with a smoother-ficed and more 
righteous p,feeeiOf ine&iency. ' , The pebulihritie^ Of this mafe’s char- 
acter were many j he had heen'to me a kind of |>ay-rnafeter and 
acco’iiitaiat, and, at the same time,, that he was every night drunk, I 
never saw him at sun-rise imemployed ; indeed I have often called 
him from his books at midnight, hut at wdmtever hour his day's la^ 
hours ended, that was his moment of recreation ; the green spot of 
time that repaid his day’s toil, when, under a dose of liquid dre, 
he would sink into insensibility, wdiich generally lasted till the 
morning’s ablutions, brought him to his senses. This frightful habit 
nearly deterred Me from promoting him, but on his ovm behalf he 
urged that if he waJ& at my , service for' eighteen IkMrs ik the twenty- 
four, the other six fe^hls owhl' ' Knowing no better 

i, installed hiih/dnE dmhg thOT government, he 

gave me no material cause to repent of his appointment. 

My'plm^;#;^,,^tion was tins, an how after midnight Al- 
verdi*Khan, h?®^Mult4ms on foot, KhushiyM Singh’s mep, and 
a wing of the., should move quietly out of tlie two gate- 
ways, ^ and shou^^ .and^in small parties creep towards the 




picquets of Sacliet Singli'sown iaimediate encampiiient ; a fewsliouM 
file off to the extremities of the camp, but the mass should lie coa« 
oeaied opposite the R^ja^s tents, as near as possible, without risking 
discoTeiy ; and from what I afterwards heard, they might that night 
have walked quietly up and cut the ropes of his sleeping tent over 
his head, for such rsras the fatigue and w'ant of caution after the 
iiiorning‘’s attack, that less than the usual vigilance was observed, 
and all w’ere silent and sleeping. Just as the star appeared above 
the horizon, the head of my colimin of Lancers emei*ged from tlie 
gateway ; and truer to the signal than myself, at the same moment 
the war cry arose from the opposite direction, and the shouts of 
Lena Singh’s men, and the cries of those he attacked^ rent the air, 
The alarm given, the picquets and guards O 2 )posed to us turned out ; 
my infantry took up the signal and pushed on, but as I had half a 
mile to cross with the Lancers in a dark niglit, on veiy uneven 
ground, I lost the opportunity of being able to take, advantage of 
the first .^uiprize with mj horsemen ; however, as it was, we did 
i^uch mkchief, we drove in the guards, slaughtered many, half- 
armed and just aroused from their sleep. Cowering from the cMU 
air of night with their whole heads enveloped (d) in their ehaddars 
and hmnah, many heard no other sound than the death stroke of the 
sabre that sent them to eternily. Two new guns, on which Sachet 

and should have taken himself 

ay ' <5? rhhg p. ^ W- personal 

bravery, a$* much as‘'to my not W^Syed fee 'Cay#'! ly fivejni- 
notes sooner (e), it was owing that his camp did not suffer more 
materM mischief : however, such as was the blow, it sufficed to 
^|^|I|jfe''y|re^y eyfenafe fee tepitpry, and the next morningk sun 
of ^chpl' Sm^?B prp^.aTOy j his rear guard, still frithin 
sight, tempted my hot bloods to follow, and even those who were 
for peace the last night, having now twice tasted of blood, wore 
eager for fee chase ; but I answered, No, they have had enough, 
1 3aow rather help th^iU' ’Oh their way, 
and' furfepr’ theif depar|p^^J';'..,|. then gave.p^feto look through 
their dperte<^|j,;aadb^|;% feat might haw 

been left, and ^fe.;buiy a|i4' %fe,fee ^ ‘ 

" f%ese back mj 

triumphs’ with M&Mb though, since we had" beai on the 
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footing of lovers, liei* company was a pleasure in wliich I liaci 
tliouglit it riglit to indulge but sparingly. During tbe alarm she 
felt on liearing of Sachet Singb^s approach, I had tried to soothe 
and re-assure her, and, when necessarily absent, kept up continnai 
intercourse with her, and the Bam by means of trusty messengers 
and pre«concerted tokens. So great had been the terror caused to 
Mahtab by the threatened Dogur- alliance^ that she could only attri- 
bute the attack to a design against herself, and she had conjured 
rne in the most solemn manner, rather to take her life tlian to allow 
her to fall into €ie power of her enemy : I told her that the abettor * 
. of suicide was in my creed, as guilty -as the murderer, and that, 
with whatever intent, were I to shed, or cause to be shed her blood,. 
I should go dowm to my grave with the weight of blood upon my 
head. What was in my power, however, I did, and told oi* a select 
party, who were ordered to 'stand by her and the 'Eanl; 'and on 
the enemy gaining a certain point,- were effect tlieir retreat froni' 
the citadel by a subterranean- pall Iiad been <|uietiy and 
feemaliy settled, and I had' little fears foi* her safety, but a presen- 
timent of evil- hung like a’bloud over her young brow'; she knew, 
Ae said, event was about to happen, but, could not reaike.it^' 
nature* - ■ ffiyn the' day -'Sachet Singh's fprce" append, the m'Usie 
of her' voice ;’#M sdih- and inrmg tie 'short sharp condicfc at the 
gateway^ the strings of her hearfc^ had well nigh snapped, when she 
heard xhat the foe was within the gates ; she heard peal afcerpealj and 
volley after volley close to the entrahce of her concealed' chanaberj 
—and 'when, in the exultation of victory and the pride of tfee hour, 
J, rushed to lay my laurels at her feet, I found my heart's treasure 
extended' hteless on the floor. ' 'The first horror of that moment I 
will not 'to descnbe. : — my grief ivasj howxverj soon turned 
into Joy, w*'heh'\l ^discovered that she had only fainted* ^ _ It W'as 
long before I eotdd restore her to consciousness apl. to 
ty of her safety,- but 'at lojagth’ Ae rfiiff undiistood 

M. assurances that^, 4e/ danger-' creatui'e 
up-dpsely to me-aad:^d Tte safe, the world cannot 

hurt oh i leave me not 'alone again." Oently I re-assured 

her, and ’^i^dually, the slight color that tinged her lovely cheek re- 
covered itspl^fy^.aad with the buoyancy of youth and itmocence, 
she forgot hot- fetdu|i^ni.pomer-tha I did myself 
Now’^’’came pa-rt.^ofmy no easy gmm; how was I 

to explain mj eoii3uc|^%fc;TOnMf ' The truth I knew would benefit 
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me Tety little tliere, and, TV'lien my Cliief Jii%e was tol)e the person- 
I had most deeply oiFended, of what avail would he the best plea? I 
therefore determined to attempt no defence, and simply wrote that 
Eajah Sachet Singh had made an attempt to seize tlie fortress ; 
that, as in duty bomid, I had withstood hinij and, by the hlahara,- 
jali's irjbai^ success had attended my efforts. The replies I got 
both from Itajali Dhy^ Singh and Faqir Azlzndni were harsh 
and peremptory ; 1 was desired forth^\ith to give over charge to 
my Nmb and fo attend at the presence. Chaiid Khfin wrote dif- 
ferently: — My master has done weii, and at heart and secretly 
the Maharajah rejoices, hut the Faqir has been gained over by 
the Rajahs, and, naturally afraid of them and their superior indu- 
ence, he has deserted my patron.. But be of good cheer, h‘dMb, obey 
no order given by other mouth than the Maharajah's, and rely 
on it he never intends Kangra to fall into the hands of the brother- 
hood. Again, let thy servant beg to be recalled, to share my mas- 
ter's perils : — ^here my offi ce is irksome, and in truth I have man j 
temptations ; my hand is better than my head ; Chand Khan may 
he misled and may unthinkingly disobey ; he would avoid sucii 
peril. To say more would be disrespectful." 

Ohaiid Khan's letter gave me some uneasiness, I was averse to 
recall him, and yet if he was to remain at Laliaia' against his will, 
he was not likely to prove a very useful Yakii ; 1 therefore re- 
jsblved as sdSii"' as p'd^^ible to’ gratify -Hfe feliilment 

of my interition was ’ptetehtetf’lis to elu- 

cidate niattei's I must now return, for a little, to L^haur. 

With spies in every direction, and paying liberally, Rajah Dhyan 
Sm^ was acq with all that passed in the Punjab ; little then 
as Ch§nd Kliln was aware of it, his former occupation,,.his haunts 
and his companions, *a31 were known to the minister, who was in- 
'tent on seizing Mm at' the time he fook my service, whe%';s^6mg 
Ms ability and spint, he spared Mm as thinking Mm a good in- 
sti'ument for Ms o-wn purposes : but wben, to his astonishment, the' 
md unfriended Mullft|i^/ pvoof againk 
Ms* bribes, the libbqr mi '.braro true <• to moment the 

great nw deterih&M dh his by hMe 

Biod Kli^in, found a fitting , i^ Of the same tribe as 

Ch§iidKhin, this rna^v-affectedjo have taken a great liking to the 
Yakii, who thoughtless and open-hearted, soon fell into the snare. 


4N IBVEOTUREB. IK THE §5 , 

In an liour of pretended confidenee, D^od Kliln opened liis heart 
to his friend, and told Mm Iiow pleasant was Ms line of life, liow 
easy to destroy the rulers of the land and to ride in their places ; 
ChjMd Khan's secret nearly came to his lips, hut lie restrained 
himself, irarned his companion that he w\as a Goyemment servant 
and could not again listen to such language or associate with such 
a person ; ‘Indeed, ” replied Daod Khan, has the trusty Vakil 
so soon forgotten his calling and lost all taste for roving ? a word 
in my friend's em%" and putting his mouth close up to his terrified 
companion, whispered, Is then Mayoh Khan forgotten ; does 
not my voice recall those jolly times when w^e held our meetings 
under the forest shade, and carved our ivay through the land 
Chand Khan thus pointedly reminded, « called to memory that the 
man before him, ivas a villain who had been turned out of his band^ 
for cruelty and murder; for some years he had disappeared, and 
time and change of name had prevented recognition by the keen 
eye of his former Captain. Eeeling himself thus in a villain's 
power, and panting for release from his pi-esent sedentary pursuits, 
the victim was, after much persuasion, and after binding by an oath 
the fiatitious Daod Kh^n, (now to be caiied by his proper name 
of M%ob) that he should shed no unnecessary blood, he consented 
to join Mm on certain freebdoting expeditions. It was ivluie thus 
tempted, and before he had committed himself, that he addressed 
me, and so urgently begged to be recalled ; but the false step once 
taken, he wus silent, and I had begun to tliinli: him again content- 
'cd with his lot; when who should meet me one day in nry morn- 
ing's ride, but Ohand Khin on his road from Lahaur! The reason 
of tMs unexpected and unwelcome apparition, my Vaqil shall give 
iriMsown w^ds. 

In reply tO; my irritated questions, he answered, Yes, niy 
lord, thy servant has erred, he has hut the 

Supreme daily *’ will then 
pardon his slave, whose h^rt is as ever devoted, and if Ms head 
deceived him, and he' was led away by a traitor, he is still no lessi 
faithful to the interests of the noble Bellasis." He then told of 
Mayob Khan 'S , trap, imd added, feeling myself set the mercy of a 
villain who would have sold Ms brother for a ducat, I unwittingly 
engaged with him ; .against the enemy I hate ; for a time the mis^ 
creant kept our- compi^fcy'shed no blood and attacked only Sikhs ; 
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before long lie w'^as tempted by the approach of a party of N’on- 
nnsiy who^ as my lord knows, are the most honest and the most eii- 
terprising merchants of Western and Upper India; these men he 
'waylaid, their principal he slew, and plundered them to the amoimt 
of several thousand rupees; what ensued I know not, and care not, 
hut in open darhar I was taxed with the murder, ami Mayoh Khan 
was produced as a Meerkhai^ as participator in the scene and wit- 
ness of my guilt ; most truly I denied all part in the transactioji, 
for I was not only absent, but had used ail my influence to pre- 
vent the attack. Before, how^ever, I was aware that murder had 
taken place, I received from Mayob a$ my share, some pashmimis^ 
which had all private marks ; one of these I was wearing when ac- 
cused, and several of the Nouruis and their attendants swore more 
hr less positively to its identity ; no further evidence was required; 
Mayoh Khan was made a Jumaddt of Gurcharas, and I was tok! 
that if I confessed not within twenty-four hours, I should be put 
to the torture. For once, they spoke truly, for I was led to an 
old tower and there heavily ironed and chained to the wall ; twice 
duiing the day was I again questioned, and it was hinted that if I 
gave up my lord’s service, my pardon and promotion should be en- 
sured, I spurned the base offer, and told them to work their will ; 
again, the next morning, I was questioned, offered the same pro- 
the same threats were held out; I repl^l as. I Iml (lone 
was th^wu’ legs 

and arms eifendedio toir utmost 

' on my shoulders and loins, I wa^* y®i toAiy own thoughts. How 
long tills, lasted, I know 3iot, for I hunted, and when I came to my 
S9ensof,.;Jl...;fi)npd the Jailer, Mayob Khan and others, around me, 
rudely remoViDg my iroijs and oflering me water, a quantity of 
which had been thrown, over my head and body; fora day F was 
nourished and cared for, wlien again I was told to confess, to im- 
plicate my master, or to bear Worse inflictions.' I replied that life 
was to me worthless, and begged that they would end my days, and 
'‘rMth ^qp;estionW; that I could not apd^^ybuld not an- 
swer; agfin^f see^ and fearing 

that they 1;iad;'*qyerdane th'?in,wor^:^ahd^,lh^;flS& 
beyond their reach, every exertion, was mhSe to restore sensibility, 
but it was long before my senses retuinM,. and I woke to a sense of 
my_'^luatibn, and 1b;:Me hbrrohs thAl awaited me. .Tfeelmlei: 
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alone was then present; to my surpiise lie spoke ktlidly and sootli- 
ingty, and, iSikli as lie was, I found, in Ram Singli a kind and an 
active iriend; lie told me bow unwillingly ke liad been made the 
instrument of my siiffeiings, and that lie liad now arninged for my 
escape ; tliat my »#rvant, witb a litter lay at tlie time witliin a liun- 
dred yards, and that if I had strength for the undertaking, he 
would that instant carry me to it f the way is now clear"' said 
the good man, ‘"another opportunity may not occur, for I'm not al- 
together trusted/' Faint and weary as I felt, I hesitated not a 
moment ; he raised me in his arms, and in an hour I was safely en- 
sconced in a hiding place within the suburbs of Lahaur ; my hors- 
es I sent on, and the moment I could bear the jolting of a litter, 
I quitted the hateful city, and have been preserved, once more, to 
the presence of my master. My friend and preserver Ram Singh 
accompanied my Sight; though old and a Sikh, he is still strong of 
arm and true of heart ; I have therefore ventured to promise him 
my lord's protection." ^ 

While ChilncI Kh^n spoke, a fine old grey-beard rode for- 
ward, offered a military salute, and tendered his services. 
I desired him to be /lazlr ; and to Chdnd Khdn I addressed 
myself severely, tcdling him that by his folly he had added doubly 
to my difficulties, and had not only implicated me in his crimes, 
but by leaving me at such a juncture without a Vagii at the darbar^ 
placed me in the position of a rebel. ‘‘Not so my lord," was the 
reply; “ feeling that a storm was bre^ving and micertain as to my 
late, 1 had prepared a document with my lord's seal (and I need 
not say that real are easily procurable in the Lahaur 

bazar) appointing as Fagil the trusty and wc4l approved Lalla 
Sukliun Lai in room of Ch^id Khan, recalled. The Lalld is a 
smooth spoken and a wily man, my lord, and >vill batter match the 
hmigers.on at the yoyr, less servant 'before 

you," On my word Ch|$d .Kh^'you a fr^O’ actor as well 
speaker; but these matters must be discussed hereafter, for the 
present you are , under charge of Aliverdi Khan, from whom you 
will take orders, and who wdll bring you to darbar at the third 
pakar {g)* I turned. a’way my home and left Chand Khan aston- 
ished at his reception, and at the cold and ungracious manner he 
had been met, after the services h^ had pexformed, and dangers^ he 
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bad undergone. I too felt that I iiad treated him liarshlj, hut 
openly to recognise his acts would be impolitic, and I felt moreover 
all I said as to tbe manner he had committed me. 

No sooner had I returned to my dwelling than I received a 
jparimna from the darhir to the following efect ; — You are 
again ordered to the presence ; your accounts are in arrear, and it 
is necessary they be adjusted ; you will then be permitted to return 
to Kangra. Your Vaq% Ohaiid Khan, is a culj)rit, he has been 
convicted of murder, and has escaped justice, taking with him liis 
jailer ; they must both have fled to Kangra, you are ordered to give 
them up, to place them in irons, and with all despatch to send or 
bring them to the presence. Sukhun Lail is a good man, and he is 
permitted to attend the darhar^ you acted wisely in appointing him, 
you had been wiser to have done so sooner. Consider the orders 
herein contained as imperative, and not to be slighted, but fulfilled 
to the letter ; what more need be said/' 

This is more than I expected, less violent than I looked 
for, thought I ; and, -while I w^as toning over in my mind 
how I should act, Cliand Khan >vas brought before me, as I 
had previously ordered. I read to him and those present, 
that part of the parwana that concerned himself, telling him 
that I felt interested in his state, and believed he had not 
willingly injured my interests ; hut that, as the servant of the 
I was boipfl to its orden^/'^d that Ixe'-toust there- 

fore be placed under restraint, until I cordd procure a more favour- 
able injunction in his behalf. My decision caused much surprize, 
and many around buzzed out that it was not a time to cast away 
Mends, or to^ lose the services of good Blmmsheres ; but I ordered 
off the prisoner, and proceeded to the ordinary business of the day. 

That evening, when all was ^uiet, I moved over to the quarters 
of Aliverdi Khan, and desired him to leave me alone with Chand 
Kh^n ; my little , VaqU mounting the high horse, assumed the air 
of , an injured man ; but I bade him have done witii foolery, to re- 
^ fleet on my poptiqn.anid on the little 1 had of ef- 

fectually proteoring. him and,ft4'cri^eai posifliil^'iy owm-afiairs; 
he jsoon eame to te'senses, Ii' knew my Lord wafr 

not,; really angry Me servant, ■Ito’ that before strangers- he 
deemed it politic to trample on his feitliful well-wisher — let it be 
so, sacrifice me if you will ; Chand Khan will live or die, the ser- 
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Taut of Bellasis.” Truly I mean you well, Chand Klian, but 
bow to aid you is tbe difficulty, and as I bare neitber the desire 
nor the ability to strike for independence, I see not lio%v to extri- 
cate either myself or you from the web around us/' The sword 
♦ my lord is your remedy ; the meshes are not to be uurayelied ; but 
they can be cut. When he whom they call Maharajah, irst stood in 
his father's stirrup, his power was less than yours at this moment ; 
he had every thing against him, and the boy Banjit Singh, beset 
by enemies, by doubtful friends, false allies and open foes, at the 
head of the weakest of the tweiye misais^ had less room to look for 
supremacy than you Iiaye now : he owes entirely to liis own deci- 
sion, promptness and wariness the position he now holds. He had 
310 such hold as Kangri in which to place his family and treasure, 
but with the mere sheepfold of Gujraoli as his centre of action, and 
every man's property as his aim, he soon*became, by dint of mere^ 
energy, the Hon he is now. My master's purrse is as heavy as his 
was then, his troops as numerous and better disciplined, his own 
fame and ability greater, and his name for faith and Hiir dealing 
how much superior ? Form then a league, my lord, 'svith some of 
the older Sardars^ who are chafing at the daily tyrannies and 
resumptions of the usurper, raise but your banner and you mil ex- 
cite a Same H:om;Kangra to 'Dera Ismael KImn; Kashmere is ripe 
for revolt, Multan has yet scarce fitted on the yoke ; Bahawal Khan 
chafes for the possessions he has lost, Futteh Singh Aloowala scarce 
acknowledges the dm'h 'dT*s superiority ; these all want but a leader 
of name, and a hope of recovering their lost independence and 
equality, to take the field. To many of the Sikh /S’brddrir you 
might unite the B^jputs of the hills, the Mahommedau and mixed 
tribes of the westward/* 

Your xounsei is alwaj^s bold, Ohand Khan, but I love 
not to play the traitor tell .me, however, what cause of of 
ence have the chiefs, you have mentioned, received ? Give 
me, in short, a sketch of the, histories of any with whom you 
are acquainted, but stick td facts, let there be no amplifications/* 
‘‘■Good, my lord, I 'will commence with my o wn country, Multan, of 
which I need not say all Palhdm feel deeply the wrongs, and that, 
at the raising of Sarfaraz Khan's banner, every son of the faithful 
would fiock around him. A single paltan now holds the town and 
■ citadel, and with permission from my^ lord and the' aid of the Daod- 
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pootos(A) oti tlie Opposite side, I could in Iionrs be in 

possession of both. And has not Bahawal Klian good reason 
for hatred to the Sikh? Were not the fertile fields and rich buds 
bordering on Mnltan, the old possessions of his family ? Did he not 
hold also the farming of Dera Ghassi Kl^.aii ? And has he not* 
been stripped of his everj higah of land ovi this side, and drlTen 
to the borders of the desez't, and saved only fiom eiitiro ahscai'f ’ion 
hy the interference of the faraiigis ? Balniwal Klinii Inirns for 
vengeance, and could, on an emergencj, tniii out a ihonsand horse 
and thrice as many footmen, all hardy and trusty soldiers, accustom- 
ed to toil, to brave the horrors of the desert and as guides, or as 
sportsmen, to pass for days and nights through untrodden and nn- 
watered wastes. Next we have the Khan of Mam dot; and does 
not Kutub-ndin Kiian(e) feel that the broad lands of Kasur, the 
rich city and its hundred towers have been wrested from him hy 
the Sikh ? That fiis father dwelt in peace and in honor where now 
the Sikh dogs revel ? That his brother fell by the knife of an assas- 
sin, directed by the enemy that aimed at conrj[uest by sowing dissen- 
tion, by treachery and by guile ? But still better, if Kutub-u-din 
fails us, -we have his nephew, Futteh Kliuh, the son of his dder 
brother, the murdered Nkani-u-din Khan, and the liglitfid heir 
of Kasur and Mamdot; he has taken the seivice of his heredi- 
tary enemies in the vain hop^.pf, by their aid, supplanting lus un- 
cle, hut, bis .heart delayed ; h^has many se- 
cret well-wishers, for bis a biro miunlgmrmt one, 

and we might in a day put Futteh Kban in possession of Mam- 
dot, and through him wield the resources of its territory in our 
hehaifi And have ^ve not Sher Singh to our hand ? The acknow- 
ledged son . of the v;;Maharajah, the idol of the army, the boon 
companion of the ^arddrs^ a good man in the front of battle, and 
one to be easily led away by well laid-in persuasions : he knows he 
can never be Maliarajah, and he fears for his own safety in the 
event of Eanjit Singh's death. His opportunities for jzreparation 
too are good, for, .Riding almost all the lands on the other side of 
the'''’Sutluj, and nn&d up wilb^fie farmgi's ^i^ttfroencies, he can, 
almost unobserved.,, .’collect as a&o Futteh Singh Al- 

ipowala, who feels |iore’ grariB^bS^ipresei^ treatment ^by Eanjit, . 
in that they were tinrband brothers, and at one time the power of 
the present Maharajal was less than his o’twi, and liis friendship 
and alliance courted^ now, however, his jdghirs are being seiised^, 
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resumed or assessed, and no bounds are set to tlie extortion em- 
ployed, but tbe fear of tbrowing him into the arms of the JarangL 
All I have mentioned are surely ours ; Lena Singh too is your 
friend and has committed himself, and in the son of Besa Singli 
you ha%' e the best, the wisest, and the most honest of the Sikhs ; a 
man, who, among a race of dissolute debauchees, employs his time 
and his money in works of usefulness and deeds of charity. The 
hill chiefs then, are they not yours? Have you been so long among 
them that their Eajalxs have not let you into their coniidence ? and 
%vhere the rightful chiefs ai^e clanking the chains of the brother 
Eajahs, or eating the bread of dependence, have not their faithful 
clansmen told you the tales of their master's w'oes, of their hopes 
and their fears?” 

Eeally Chand Khan, you are exceeding the bounds of mj 
desires ; I wanted not to know who are traitors to the Ma- 
harajah's salt, but the history, the rise of each of the principal 
Sardarsr My lord is cautious and he is right, but Chand Khan 
feels strongly, and he cannot but speak bitterly,” and stretching 
out his arms and his legs, look at these bruises, can I forgive 
them, can I forget ? No, never, while Sikh dog exists, or while one 
drop of blood runs in the yeins of Chand Khan !” 

In such like conversation, in soothing Ms irritated mind, and in 
gatheiing from him, as I best could the state of affairs and parties 
at Court, I passed the night, and desiring him and Aliverdi Khan 
to be silent as to my visit, I returned to my own abode and to my 
solitary couch. 

(a) A Sanslsnt word, from “ JSr*/’ choose or select’'^: it is the term applied 
to the marriage festivity "^hea the groom talces home the bride. , In the Fanjab 
beyond the as well as in the hi^s, this prooessiop is ealkd ** or ^*JunCl 

{h} has been already essplaihed t '^^Wahl Otiru-ji ke fatteh!*^ 

” Wah I Furakji is the war-cry enjoined to the Sikhs by their founders, and ig 
literally, hurrah for the conquering priest I Hurrah for the hero V* Furak is 
manF (“ and is used for the. man,” the hero of his race- 

(c) A branch of the low-cast Hindus who do not “ forswear sack, and live 
clearly;’'* nevertheless, they are an able and hard-working race; most of them 
read and write Persian, so that they, with the Brdmans, have long been the ac- 
countants and secretaries of their ignorant Mahommedan conquerors. 

<d) Eastern and Western notioae of comfort are very diflerent: an Oriental 
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bei^ins bis wrappings up at bis head, decreasing them as he descends, tili*his feei 
and. legs are left bare : if he possesses but one piece of the cloth for covering, tba^ 
one piece is given to the head. This practice makes the Natives bad watchme!i& 
especially ac it never enters their philosophy to keep themselves warm by exercise, 

(«) Bellasis means that he ought to have allowed time for his Cavalry to crosa 
the plain; he had told Lena Singh that the onset was to commence exactly as the 
planet rose, but he did not issue from the gateway till that time, thus allowing 
tlje enemy to receive the alarm from Lena Singh, before Bellasis himself was clear 
, of the fort. ' 

(/) Forgery and perjury form a regular and profitable trade in all large Asi- 
atic cities, The reader must remember that, as already stated, the seal is very 
usually affixed to a document, instead of a written signature : when thus employed, 
wax is not used iu the process; the seal is covered with the glutinous ink used la 
Eastern writing, the paper is moistened with the tongue, and the seal stamped 
upon it. The operation, when dexterously performed, leaves a neat impression, a 
black ground with the characters in white. Those who tfade in the preparatioa 
of documents keep the most requisite seals of every age, ready for use, and others 
can be had at a short warning. Practice makes the same individuals very expert 
in the mysteries of erasing, interlining, and other such craft, used by more civi- 
lized nations. 

Q) In the East, the twenty-four hours are divided into eight watches, of 
three hours each, commencing, among the Musalmans, at sun-set, with the Hin- 
dus at. day light, Each contains eight gharris"* or sub-divisions, of a 

trifle more than twenty minutes each. The difference in the time from which 
they begin to count, makes great confusion. ** In night attacks, arqbuscades, sal. 
lies, &c. to be concocted, some days previous to their execution, between a 51 us- 
Bulman and a British officer, if the latter has ordered the former to carry a par- 
ticular operation into effect on Mungid Im rat, or Tuesday 7iight, his expectations 
•will evidently be anticipated one whole day, as the Masalman, according to Ms 
notions of time, will do the duty required, .ppon Monday night.” So observes 
Dr, QilcWist ; 'and' I have seen a lai^ I'xpeofcing visitors ■ the follo'^lng morning, 
make arrangements with the ** rmitre d^hoteV'* in the evening, for to^morrm^Si 
breakfast, which consequently the man supposed to refer to the next morning 
hut one — thereby occasioning a dilemma, “ more easily imagined than described. 

(4) Scms of David** literally; derived fromputra, a son, and Ddud, David; 
the term by which the ruler of Bihawal pur and his clan distinguish themselves 
tracing; their pedigree to an ancestor in Scinde, whence tliey emigrated about a 
hundred years ago. The Dl.ud-phtras are a tall, fine looking race, but all the 
« foregone conclusions’” of physiognomy are sadly at fault, among the venerable? 
manly, intelligent, courteous, mild-looking— that we meet in the East* 
The most amiable-looking Hindu I ever met, was a t’hag! 

(i) Chdnd Khan here goes beyond the mark : KutQb-1i-din was brother to 
, Nl!KSm-ti-d,iu Khdn, aFathan soldier of fortune, who«in«d“]&;a8fir by his sword 
towards the Jth® last century. ’ In the time^^^jiSikbar, while Kaafir wag 

still under a Kaja, sevfed' hundred F4diau been permitted to 

settle there, antjei^ehtually' be^^pa^anlc^ subject, howavier, 

to the throne in Kasfir is ojt.so old 

a date, the preaeW riii®p,'as above •|f'S recent fam ily. 

ihe lands ** Here again' the exaggerates : Kowr Sher Blngh*#- Jw* 

ghir, On the leftl^nk’of would never have been nhove a lllth ‘and a 
half yearly* '• 
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. COSTESm ' 

** Tilt tmigue is a Uttle mtmher and boasteth great tIdng,%J^^-^SeandaI is a elaivJg 
dish . — “ Feace has her mciorks^ as well as warF 


•'* jFor the transgression of a land, many are the rulers thereof.” 


He makes a aoiitude, and calls it peace.” 

Haekneyed quotation. 


Each thinks his neighbour makes too free, 
Yet likes a slice, as well as he,” 

- Cou-per., 

Enough 

Eor me, if I can make my subjects feel 

The weight of human raieery less, and glide 
Ungroaniag to the tomb 1 I take no licence 
Which I deny to them. We all are men,” 

Bardanapalus. 

a 




Confound Clidnd muttered I, as tossing on mj bed, 

I thouglit over m}' position, confound tlie meddling blockhead, he 
raust be sacrificed — but no — ^that -vYill never do ; he’s true, I feel he 
is, and it is myself that am to blame for leaving him to be tempted 
in thift hot“bed of vice. But- 1 should like to know how mj late 
visitor gets on ; how the gallant Sachet Singh bears his defeat ? and 
whether he . will venture to proclaim it, in all its truth, and to its 
full extent, at court ? I suspect not, and that the brotherhood will, 
for their own credit .sake, for the present pocket the affront I may, 
therefore, sleep soundly • time,! but xuu8t/3r^ci:dh'’that a heavy 
score m against my name wKeh'xjppertunity' offers. ’T?is well to look 
to the bright' side, so'%gene 'dull' care and come to my eyelids gen- 
tle sleep/' Thus half talking, half dreaming, between sleep and 
wakefulness,.' I 'saw the tinge of mom before my eyelids were effec- 
tnaliy closed ; shortly after my usual hour, however, I rose and 
pursued my accustomed avocations. 

In reply to the darMr's orders, I stated that Chdnd Khdn was 
in custody, that my owh“'dphihh;was, that he was innocent of the 
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crime alleged against liim, tHougli culpable in other respects : and I 
begged that, as my seii^ant, I shouldj as was the ciistorn, be per- 
mitted to punish him mj;self.(<2) 

For my own part, though I affected ease and bore coniidence 
on mj brow before others, I felt there was much to trouble me ; I 
satisfied myself that 1 was in the right, that I had in no point ex- 
ceeded mv duty, or departed from the spirit or letter of my orders. 
Lena Singh's alliance was a favourable point, liis character standing 
so high, and his weight in the durhdr being considerable ; to what- 
ever extent I was implicated, he was to a greater, for I defended 
but my own, he came out of his way to attack the royal troops. 

I kept up my friendly communications with the good Sarddry 
visited him, and received him in return at Kangri ; his appearance 
and bluff ah* had more of the soldier than the courtier or the Phi- 
losopher ; he was about thirty-fi.ve years of age, of stout athletic 
build, dark complexion, middle stature, and with large whiskers, 
as well as the usual Sikh beard ; with him I made many interest- 
ing coiirersationb. 

Ohand Khan's tongue was a never ceasing engine ; he would 
tell me the tales and legends of the early wars of Ranjit 
Singh, how he had beguiled this Chiefs outfitted the other ; 
how he had got possession of Lahaiir ; how he first failed and then 
succeeded against Multin, how narrowly his army escaped des- 
truction in I 3 & kttamn^ on W hf 'tittle prowess 

he finally ac<|uire<l it 'ly whit aSfl ne^fembved the from 

Kassur ; and how he was even, at that tiine^ devising the accpiire- 
ment of Pash^war — what little bo-wels of mercy he hud ever dis- 
:,p| 4 y^_^tc»way%^'OwnMndr’ed, witn^ conduct towards Ms 
’him' moth|#^^d to Sada Kowr, his mother-in-law, one of the chief 
instrument of his rise. She was a wonderful woman, my Lord, va- 
liant in battle, wise in dctrbdr ; she was a wonder among the igno- 
rant and besotted Sikhs ; you know that -when a mere girl, her 
young husband fell in fight against him, tlie father of whom slie 
.rmsod '%'tlialiitoce with her dp,ughter, requited her by 

plunder, lon| imprisonment,:, ; for to her proud 

spirit a prison and a grivO; witness thenjl.^fie 

^ifeatment of Sihah,' Singh patOrna! aunfs husba^ ; , 

see indeed how he and his,felher before him, threw ofiv as old gar- 
ments, ministers4n;i'''the tools of theh several abte as they 
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greSxSed, and with ’what base ingratitude they forsook^ betrayed^ or 
destroyed the compamons of their early fortune/’ 

GiTing all license, Chdnd Kh^ii, to your Pathiii enmity and 
Musalman zeal, I cannot but think you undervalue the Sikhs gene- 
rally, and the Maharajah especially/’ 

Wait, Sakih^ till you have seen the effects of their rule as^ I 
have, till you have traced the line of their desolations as I have 
done, till on your own body you have borne the w^eight of their 
tyi'anny as I have done, and then you will be better able to con*ect, 
or to estimate my opinions/’ 

You and your race have suffered, Ch^d Khan : and I too, 
my friend,Wiave I not tasted the cup of bitterness at their hand ? 
Bu»: we must be just, and separate the evil and the designing from 
the noble and the true/’ 

And so I will, nij Lord, when I find the latter, but his 
hardly amcng their chiefs I am likely to do so Lena Singh is the 
best of them, and he chiefly shines because he’s one star in a very 
black night/’ 

You are severe, Chluid Kh^, hut do you give the Maha- 
rajah BO' credit for the order 'and submission ■into which he ' 
brought his country, for the security of life, for t#e protection of 
trade, for, in fact, substituting one master and one kiikumat in the^ 
place of a hundred chiefs and a thousand tyrannies V* 

If he had done all you say, or hal^ I should indeed cal! him a 
blessing to this land ; if desolation is order and submission, you are* 
right my lord, for vast tracts have been abandoned and left unculti- 
vated, owing to the severity of his rule, and to the people being lite- 
rally sold to the farmer of the revenues : the boasted security of life 
means little more than that the Maharajali does not himself sentence 
capitally ; but he would do better if he did, than by maiming all 
thieves,' wlmther jo^g. dr oid^ wkelher .pW te of hardened in 
its scenes, putting them all on- a. raising Weiy man’s hand 

agaimt them,. and''leavihg them no resource but robbery. But vrhat 
protection is there for life in the Panjab, except in a slight degree for 
the great i ■ ■ 'I>oes 'mj Lord mean that if I, or any other poor man,, 
■was to-morrow to be cut down in a street of Lthaur, there would 
he enquiry made ? Not at ail, unless indeed the Kotwal could 
ten it to account by laying my death at^the door of some one who 
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could pay ; but, is tlie poor man’s deatli, wbetlier by open or secret 
murder, ever avenged, ever tliought of ? And is it not worse than 
mtirder, tliat every marauding scoundrel of a Sardar should be per*- 
niitted to maim God’s creatures (&), even for wrong committed, much 
more, as is too often the case, on mere suspicion, or on false accusa- 
tion ? How then is the Maharajah sole monarch when all around 
him can thus act ? Ay, and cjm also plunder at will the merchants 
you talk of Iiis protecting, that is, by mailing them pay arbitrary du- 
ties, and detaining them at will at their ekokies and 

harassing them with every vexation/’ 

How do you reconcile the propriety of Amritsir and Lahaur 
wuth w’-hat you have just said ?” Very earily the 

court and camp are the life-breath of LMiaur ; remove them 
and it again becomes a desert; the annual progresses of the 
Maharajah to Amritsir, its sanctity as a place of pilgrimage, 
as the centre, in short, of the Sikh religion, are reasons for its 
impoi'tance ; it is then the one place of collecting the liill pro- 
duce for. diffusion in the plains ; the manufactures of Kashmir 
are prepared on orders from Amritsir, and the diileretll produc- 
tions of the Kangra and Mandi hills are there gatlie^ and ex- 
changed for the produce of the plains ; but I hav^l^ard, and my 
liord knows inJch better than I do, that while the wiiole trade of the 
Fanjab k confined two cifeie% and .While 'MuMn, Kup'oor^. 

tulla, Fik-Faten, 
foimer note have fallen away 

there are hundreds of cities m Hindustan, little inferior in w ealth 
to Amritsir and Laliuur ; and, it lias often been said w'itliin my 
hearing that, since Ainb-^a and Ludiarra have sprung up under the 
wehithj ones -of otn* tw^o cities would be glad 
to move themselves there, could they carry away their treasure, or 
escape plunder or total confiscation for thinking of ^so doing/’ 

Yes, I hear that traders above all others Jirosper under British 
rule, hut that the constant changing of systems mad of custom regula- 
tion^,, their ‘patience and their pockets me toll you, 

their Custom House Officers,,- hn nabre'thah'b^>*w any in the' w^orid, 
are immaculate ; on the hearasnilny 

more complifints on this hehd ai 'Ker^, you wdJI find also thai^he 
police of the Farangt is far finm perfect, and that though the Bri- 
tish do not maim, they let out thieves axid robbers after they have 
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^•auglit them; because they won*t confess, and instead of pnnisHng 
tbein doubly for lying as well as stealing, give tbem lessons on cpiib- 
bliisg; tliere they build huge jails (c) and tlirust into tliem and mix: 
tip people of all classes ; honest men wiio have been unfortunate, and 
villains and desperadoes. Indeed, in my opinion, there is little to 
he said in their favor, further than that by their stsonger arm they 
keep their territory more submissive than the Maharajah does his. 
On the other hand, if we look calmly around us, we shall see in the 
Paiijab much to applaud, even though there is too much to repro« 
hate.” Ah Sahih^ saving your presence, and emboldened by your 
candour, your servant would represent that those "were the days, whan 
the chivalrous Babar rode through the land ; he was not of our 
race, but he was a . true^ Padshah ; then there were Akbar, and Au- 
rangzeb, patterns of monarehs ; they permitted no " idolatrous dogs 
to pollute the land; and Mahmud, my . CQuntrjman^ the gallant 
and brave child of the bride of cities Ghazni the impregnable, the 
maiden fortress 1 You have doubtless heard, of Mahmud my 
lord ? how he rooted the unbelievers from the land, and how he 
planted, the crescent throughout the bounds of the five rivers ; and 
how, when lie would not be bribed to spare the idol of Somn^ith on 
the' western coast^,>he,, was yew^ded by Ahe'^»- showers of precious 
stones that fell frrom the shattered head of the demon figure. Those 
were the days my lord ; India was tfien a happy land, every Pathan 
was a gentleman, rode his stout horse, and. was follo^^^ed by his bold 
retainer : we are now poor adventurers, having to seek our bread in 
the most distant lands, in the farthest south, to be there enticed 
into service, cheated of our pay^; and than not permitted to enforce 
our fair demands. Yes SdMby that English Government that you 
so justly stigmatize, is a strange medley of inconsistencies ; old 
Shamsher Kh^i^iwho returned the other day from Kamul, tells 
me that there Ms people were, .clean cheated^ and when they mere-* 
ly sat d/mma on, their violence to 

Mm, the English ca^e.do:?^ numbers, cut them up, and 

thought it was a very brave act. . We , too have suffered much at 
their hands ; they slew the noble Eehmat Khan, and allowed the 
base Oudeans to usurp our possessions, and but the other day they 
spoiled Amir EhAn (e) of Ms hard-earned conci[iiests ; hut withal 
they are better than the Sikhs, whom I spit upon ; the dogs, false, 
tr^,aeherous, ^ 
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of the Bog and tlie wolf ; are they not greedy and gluttonous with 
■ ' .a dash of tie Turkej-oock, loying display 

*^Fooi,CiUndKhaii> moderate your wrath, you are talking non- 
sense, and I should not listen to such language; have you nothing of 
a different stamp to tell me? Do you know no good man among the 
chiefs ? are none of the greybeards, those hue, venerable looking, old 
fellows, ai‘e none of them respectable?'* Truly I know none, my 
Lord, and if a good trait or an honest man is to be found among 
the bastard race, it is among the lower order, and the few wdio cul- 
tivate their ovm. fields, instead of plundering their neighbours ; but 
what could you expect when you think of who and what they were, 
.even the best and bravest of them ? shepherds, ploughmen and aa- 
tizans were the most respectable, and they, to swell their ranks and 
add to the terror of their name, allied themselves wth the miscre- 
ant outlaws of all classes that the troubled times threw on the 
land ; there^s an old adage my Lord, that put a fakir on horse- 
back and h^*Il lide to the devil, and what better was to be expected 
than that upstarts should be tyrants, and that hungry wretches, 
fidUng peQ-mell into the rich granaries of their masters, should wal- 
low deep in sensuality ? Itve often thought of all tiiis, and tried to 
excuse them, my Lord, when IVe come across a decent fellow mth 
Sin^h to his name ; but no, it would not do ; I soon found he was;a 
.lion bht in name, an, .ass and.owl At heart ; or I fop-ud 
thAn q«obo»ating my 
•^boasting and braggikg---Tivm^on 

to their wits, rather than on their swords and spears, sharp and long 
, though they be. No Sahib ; they are not Soldiers, they are well 
c they are hardy, but they cannot fight, and they 

won^t fights ^and' them I^dJ will csrnmble from their hands, more easily 
than it came to them, at the first appearance of an enemy/* 

You are really scurrilous, Ci^nd Kli^n^ and Til not allow you so 
to continue ; tell me rather something of the nature of the country, 
itB mi and produce, its divisions and peculiarities. Tell me any 
‘tifcd'kg of these ma^ts, but fct 'infom !. me of the . rise, 

course and btillk of the 'hobwivers. il^pp^fand enrijA the 

land, ^or rather pright do ao^' ¥05Y‘;^erred,^l^’f 'or no ' irrigation 
them as Ijlsroased the 'still less #ppe^hce 

was'th^ on any one^^ffeamf'^tell me, how are the^^wlod 
and the rice, and the ginger and the dyes, and the iron 
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brought down to the plains ? And bj wliat means is an ex- 
change of the produce of the different districts effected 

Mj Lord asks as many questions as the old Maharajah, and 
fast — Fm not a SoMcldgar^ Sahih^ but what little I do know is at my 
■ Master's service ; small tlio* his knowledge he, who loves better than 
a Fathan to diffuse it ? The rivers of the Panjah, my Lord know^s 
are as the- name indicates, five, '■ Uie Jhiiato, the Chinllb, the, Ra- 
vi, the Bejah and the Xai or Ghara, called by the/hra?7^£? the 
Butiuj, which girdles it to the Southward. They are ail of differ- 
ent natures, ‘ and run thinugh countries of various soils ; some are 
deep and rapid, others slow and tortuous ; but all are, for hundreds 
of miles, navigable for boats of ordinary si?:e. But who will build 
boats under such a Government ? who trust his capital to such 
spoilers V* 

There you go again, ChAnd Khan, yoq prevent me from 
talking with you ; I seek information, you al'ways fall into abuse. 
Ifal rMsat mt ; Khoda.naJrrJ^ Thus taken aback, my late Yakii 
made Ms saldm and, in a huff, retired. 

1 now endeavoured to mj utmost to draw out the resources of 
my ^rritory ; my people confided in me, they had lately witnessed 
my ability to protect them, and had early noticed my desire to do 
so. I now began to reap the benefit of my early toils ; ' bazar $ rose 
up at Kangri, and, bad I burned with such ambition, I might 
even have called a large ganj after my own name, but I rather 
preferred that it^ onmer should enjoy the honor and the profit of his 
own cash, and as each new trader, Saukar, or petty Baniya came in 
with his tray of sweets, I accepted the nazar^ cheered him- with 
encouraging words, and, where pc^sihle, with more substantial aid, 
so that I ^on , drew the most wealthy men from Jambu, N\lf- 
pur, and diier , hill States, and the former city, w^hich, in* the 
troubled days, df ^he^Sikh rise, was a refuge to the commercial com- 
munity of the plains, .gayte^ place . p ^wpoptianoe.; to’ K4ngra. In 
short,- though I -vfajs'-not*' avefs^-to of arms, and in my hotter 
youth, had loved the battle-field, it, was now more my ambition to 
build up a city of peace, an exception to the rule of those around 
me, and'^cwnsnii^omte my name rather by preservation than' des- 
truction^’'' 'But &re were some few draw-backs ; and as might be 
expected, 1 had to contend with petty interests and the arts of de- 
.4;#gning men, 'end#TOi|ring to impose on me, and induce me to fur- 

/''(A!* 
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tlier tlieir ends in reward for what they were doing or might do m 
locating themselves and friends in my bazars ; an increasing por- 
tion of odium was also of course incurred from the neighbouring 
chiefs who considered me as a robber, stealing their fat geese, and 
though I told them they were welcome to entice all Ivangra to 
tlieir abodes ; that I neither punished, mulcted, nor in any way at- 
tempted to deter seceders, or inveigle settlers ; that, in short, I con- 
tejited inj’seif with letting things take their own course, protecting 
all, actually icithin my limits, and letting them know they must not 
look to me until they entered, after they left my territory ; that, 
unlike other S^anhrs who considered it a point of honour to shelter 
all settlers and to harbour, without question, the worst , characters, 
or even ostentatiously to protect thfm, I openly set my face against 
sucli system, and proclaimedf that I wanted no thieves, and would 
yield up to justice all offenders fairly convicted of heinous crimes 
in otlier. states* And further, in attempting to put down theft, I 
strove hard to begin at the beginning, and to catch and punish the 
receivers, which proceeding caused gi-eat excitement, and affected 
the interests of some of the most respectable and well-to-do citizens, 
who, I found, openly sold the produce of others plunder, mid were 
not considered the worse for so doing ; to break th^ neck of this 
system, I proclaimed that the receiver should be treated as the thief, 
‘tod aftet warning being given, and a wealthy mauLwSfibted, J sent 
Mm round th6 iown and territory 

seated on an aife, Ond^frO(iMm^;that'‘)y ll Wbft.in 
irons for a specified time, tod that all others so Offending should be 
thus punished. 

There were certain classes liat I found lived on the vices of 
their lieighBon^. bearing a fair foee to the world ; they hired out 
robberS, booty when successful, and 

affording subsistence §6 th& idols, when the times were hard on 
their calling ; I found gangs of fellows united in the clokst ties, 
with gradations of rank, faithful to each other ; each having their 
part, some to enquire, others to effect the object desired, but the 
' most skilful and eldest to distract' ^nd to turn the 

scent in "Wrong directions:';’.,^®©} Ijstem: 

estates, being^dependefe in i#piil|)e^!reiittions, was a ^'eathelli 
■i|}^ch .expert atid experimcea"pluikd4ireife and by huntixig 
' of their crew to the neighbouring chiefs, and b|^^payii^ their' 
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liberally, tliej could trace stolen property to any house or 'callage, 
hut the one to which it had been taken ; I endeaYoured to pro- 
cure the names of the leaders of these parties, to buy over some 
of them, and to play them against each other; had my stay at 
Kaiigra been prolonged^ I had hopes of some success, but, as will 
appear, my schemes and my castle buildings "were cut short, and 
sudden as had been my entrance dh such Various duties, more sud- 
den was my temporary return bo comparative leisui-e, and to the 
lusunous Idleness of a military life. 

** What do you think, Chand Khan,” one clay I said, of the 
foreign officers in the Maharajah's service ? I ask you because you 
speak plainly, what is jour estimate of their value to tlie Sove- 
reignty of the Panjab ?” ‘‘Shall Ispeak freely. Sahib ? They are not 
yom* brethren you say, but you would eat with them and you dress 
alike, and hold the same creed; not indeed that I could ever mi- 
derstand wiiat was the farangi religion ; hating no temples, say- 
ing no prayers, considering no time,' Ihod, sacred or im- 

pure/' 

“We diiFer more than you think, Cluind Khan; and faran-- 
gu^ as you call us, do worship God ; but our religioii tells us to do 
it in the heart and in our closets, not . before men and in the mar- 
ket-places; — it tells us more,, tbat-our conduct should l>e such that 
•^ve may not fear the eye of man or God to he on us.” 

“ Sakih*^ such doctrine is good, but to be candid, I have seen 
little of such practice, and though I have seen foreigners fall into 
• the customs, and join hand and heart in the tyrannies and vices of 
the Sikhs, I can recollect no instance, saving my master's presence^ 
and always excepting him, of ^fmmngi^ objecling to any office or 
anyduty^.'^fgause it entailed on Mm work derogatory to his izzat ; 
they have rather.^een foremost in offering where others have held 
back; and when. you count their wealth, what they own, and what 
they nominally recEve,as;^nyr;W4»thendo^fJ|‘<to Ae-style in which 
thcsyJiye, you will' <|i|.ickly learnt 
the system of* ;(|pve3?nTOnt/A 

. not the Musalmlny.ChEnd Klifm/' 

“ Oh yes, Sahib ^ 1 know that we too had our day ; but we 
■ would better sv, now if the reins ^ of Government were' in .%e 

liands of the faithful, and the *worst of us in the wmfst times wexp 
^_^gels compared to,‘tl:^''lo«;justs -of to-day/' 

‘ I thought that General 'Avitahle at TazirAbAd, and Mr. 
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,, Harlaiid at Gujarat, aud General Tentura at Multan, were pattern 
men T 

So it is tlxe fasMon to- call tliena, but see if tbej don't 
chop off men's bands and feet, and bang up, with as little reason 
as tbe worst of tbe Sikbs : tbej bare the advantage of administer- 
ing districts naturally rich, (and you are aware that tbe general 
fertility of tbe Panjfib is a vulgar error) ; they have also the bene- 
fit, as foreigners, of being supposed by tbe peq)le to be more pro- 
tected by the court, and by the court to be supposed to be cared 
for by the British ; at first sight this would be thought a small 
matter, but when it is considered bow much value Eanjit Singb 
sets on tbe alliance, it may well be supposed that be keenly 
scans each link of tbe connecting chain ; and, some bow or other 
tbe foreigners have all managed to keep up communication 
with Ludiana ; Harland was^ once their nokar, and may be so 
still, and both Yentura and Allard affect intimacy with their 
magnates/' 

But tell me bow do they stand with tbe army, and tbe army 
with them 

The matter has been so managed as to afford tbein little 
influence ; they have instructed regiments, which have been re- 
moved and replaced by others sent to be taught, and iu., like 
manner ^taken away; those eiaj!loye<|,.pn’,^j have 
few "or bo' -koops jwifeb is 

pretty much independent, and bien Iw mastery, by tbe 

tankhwahs be holds on the revenues, and the troops he has to en- 
force them/* , ^ , .,r 

new system of discipline 

, ^ Why i: think, as do most others, that it's all 

'fudge, well enough to look at, and for display, but useless beyond 
this; tbe Sikhs have never used it yet, and never -will ; if ever they 
are induced |o charge, it will be in a tumultuary manner, and the 
strai^t;,;ph;^4^"line system will be entirely forgotten or despised in 
tbe bonrAf ^action ; tbeyjibeiiiselves say it parade, but 

not for battle, you may therefore judge of what use all the 
dMirg baa been. ' But # bas.lin^'nAej.g<^'d‘ effect, it has ,aiJlei 
«|^dipn to the state of army,’ ' ^4t|/arins and their ph^^M 
appearance ; and as tbe troops of their neighbours have , always 
been worse found and numerically inferior, the Sikb' pow^ has 
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spread, but, in the Iron Battalions of the farmigu\ they will fiiicl 
other stud, and the day that the two armies meet in the field, the 
Sikh Eaj will end ; their very discipline and conceit will, min 
them ; their affectation of equality 'will seal their destiny;*' 

Yes, I hear, that the English are highly discipllixed and 
efficient troops.” , 

They are Lions, SaMh^ each soldier is in himself a host, and 
their equipment and their guns are so unlike the tag rag and 
hob tail of oiir Maharajah's turn-out, that it is a pleasure to go 
to Ludiana to see them.” 

“ You are certainly not an indulgent witness for our master ; 
hut don't repeat these opinions of yoiu's, or say you fayoured 
me with them.” . 

“ Bu cJiaskm^ Khiidawand ; your servant does not repeat, he 
holds sacred his master's thoughts.” 

Bahia, Chand Khan, you have leave to retire for the present 
and I was again left to my cogitations as to whether he wns a 
croaker, the Bikh Government, yet strong and vigorous, or tum- 
bling to pieces and inviting destruction ; he is right in the main/' 
was the conclusion I came to. 

But I must now introduce my new Yaqll^ Bukan Lai, to no- 
tice, the more so,‘'''a^''li:e;has’a.dcial td’"i^ay. His letter,’ after more 
than usual compliments, and telling me that I w'as a Sun among 
the stars, a brilliant lamp in a dark night, and so forth, ran thus : 

Yes Klaultmand^ thy slave, though he cannot call himself an 
old servant, may with truth he ranli:ed among the most faithful of 
well-wishers ; and having been exalted to great dignity, he will 
endeavoto to evince that he is not altogether unworthy ; Light of 
a dark land;! the times are hard, every man is watching his neigh- 
bour, and hd^'cnc^-knows -whom to trust. ■ The Maharajah's mind 
' is confused, his usual placid, demeanour is c^ianged, and he looks 
troubled and care-woi^; viBy . day-audhy-^-iiight 'Ac of 

mj Lord’s enemies i /are' hefefesl Mm at all hours, 

and rcj^ecf not even hS.;iijae$/nf' exercise and recreation. But 
yestercfo'‘'i!t was that, riding, with fe '$au‘ari in the neighhour* 
hood of BhUim^* garden, as we turned a corner, a troop of thirty 
or forty petitioners, attired as hill-men, suddenly wheeled round 
from the side of the road, and completely closed the passage of the 
ttain, throwing- thc^^i^ves on the ground, and. rending the air with; 

' them cries for (meaning my lord 

' ", . . 
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Other ajicl niore pointed expressions were used, but respect for nij 
master forbid repetition. The Mabnrajab's gkiircharm and hhagas 
affected to drive them awaj, but it was evident to tiij servant that 
the whole was a prepared affair, and that the affected sympatliy of 
the courtiers for the pretended oppresssed ra'igais was a mere 
trick to lead His Highness to mistrust my master, I loudly ex- 
claimed so, or at least denied that any of the conipiainants were 
from Kaiigii, hut, in the storm, of voices, my words, 1 fear, fell 
luiheard on the Maharajah's ears ; redress was promised, and the 
Btder of the Panj^b seemed troubled ; he spoke not, hut care was 
evidently at his heart, and, I fear, that evil will therefrom arise. 
Thy servant has already represented in what false colors Raja Sa- 
chet Singh painted his defeat to the darhdr^ and how he produced 
nmnerous evidences to show that, while in all peace and reliance 
on your hypocritical messages, he was watching in obedience to 
liis orders, you had come down with an immense army (which, you 
had been long and secretly collecting) and had certainly repelled 
him ; hut that his few troops, though sadly outniunbered, had 
caused great destruction in your ranks, and that he only wanted 
some reinforcements to wipe off the stain the royal haimer had 
suffered. , . 

You are further said, my lord, to he in close intrigue with 
all the hill Bajas, and tlmt ^ even the chief of little Thibet is a 
partner, m the '"league against Ae, l|aharaJA. ' , ‘ Sid ^ , a 

wise man, and does not believe -alF he hear^ hh^B|,,se^hiB’’dSg|fer- 
ed ; and particularly during the last few days,, his mizaj seems 
affected ; the royal train was, once ordered for a progress to Kan- 
cauie' I, could^n^t 'ascertain, it was counter- 
■maadei' ' ' how to he tp' separate Lena Singh from 

your interests by offering hiin*your post, and an expedition on a 
large scale into the hills is talked of, for the purpose of completing 
the subjection of the remaining Rajas, mid bringing K«hl, Man- 
their senses ;"btt, whatever ho' the ostensible 
object; Kibgri will he; the 'game, and will so' manage 

that His Jl^hness shall no# go, 'hut that: ; Singh or Sachet 

Singh shall contmand the i, 

As may he expected; fhere' i# ^nsiderable excitement, 
.for-iihas been tinusnal of latefor the Royal Army to meetwjthder 
feat, or’&r an' Audi to-, oppose the iurhifs orders* ;'";iin.the’ bmdr$ 



113 


AN ABTENfOREE IN THE PANJAB 

liowever, the real motive of my Lord's res^istance is pretty fairly 
miderstood, and the moneyed men always end by wishing Anirit- 
sir and Lahanr had each such a mler as Kangra. My Lord shall 
soon again hear ; his servant is vigilant ; this petition already ex- 
ceed^ the bounds of respect.” 

The same post brought aparwana with the seal of Fa<|it 
Azimtliii,* it was brief and caiistic, disapproving of my bar-* 
boiiring conmcied felons, desiring me to jdeld them np to justice 
without farther demur, and myself to proceed at once to Lahaur, 
or that measures v/ould be taken to enforce obedience. With the 
above order came no note of compliment from the faqv}\ as was 
his habit to send me, and it was clear that he had either been 
gained by the Baja, or that fear restrained him from his former 
friendly olhces. 

There was more truth in the rumour of a hill confederacy thanj 
at the time, I was even myself aware of But it will not do to bring 
ill the important events now at hand, at the tail of a chapter ; a new 
one must be devoted to shew what my several neighbours were 
doing, wliile I was brushiog up my arms, seeing that every article 
of store was in abundance and in its proper place. 

^ During this I more' than. ever sought to -make myself ac-* 

quainted with the affairs and condition of the Panjab generally, 
for I saw that the tide was setting against me, and felt that I could 
not long remain at Kaiigra ; I studied also the charactexs of my 
followers, and by familiar and kindly conversation sought to gain 
their co^addence ; I found the system hut partially answer, and 
have indeed throughout my career^ found*no more difficult point to 
attain, than to combine, so much of strictness as should prevent my 
people imposing cm me, with, that forbearance that should attach 
them to mj person, which, while it convinced them I was ready 
to,hxeet all fheif real wants,,; and to.-a certaln^^ extent their' desires, 
should make them of, and would 

invariably , punish , impose on my indulgence, for I 

felt that what was parwMtt for the time to the individual, was pos- 
sibly ruin to him in the end, and certainly misery and oppression 
to those within Ms controul ; consistent, therefore, and firm de- 
meanour was with whatever -success it was carried out* 

Orientals indeed'#^) and-fenciful creatures, the ‘same man 

that would watch yoM;ii3«^ imtired for nightp* or expose him- 
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self to destruction on your behalf, would cheat you, pilfer you, lie 
to youj and daily and hourly neglect your orders ; the true philo- 
sophy then is to cultivate their better qualities and make the best 
of their defects ; treating them with what indiilgence is possible, 
respecting their religious prejudices, biit, at the same time, oblig- 
ing them to respect yours, and not to treat you as if you were m 
imclean animal keeping them strictly to their duty, even though 
it be a matter of routine ; mindful that though * false alarms may 
deaden vigilance, dishabitude does so, much more certainly, and 
that what men are not taught in ordinaiy times to do as a matter 
of course, they may, in time of need, look on as a . hardship. 

But Fve lectured too long, and must return to more stirring 
matter, 

NOTES- 


(a) Every petty chief exercises judicial powers in Ins own territory even to 
taking life ; the government is rarely troubled with a reference, except in cases 
of treason, infringement of the border, or olTeuces committed by one state 
against another. ‘ . 

(^) A portion of the system mentioned in the preceding note, which gives, 
tacitly at least, to every Sardar, police jurisdiction in his own lands. Mutilation, 
as stated in the body of the work, ii? the common punishment in cases that do not 
meet a capM sentence. , 'f' 

(e) Ir room for* '' ira-|^bvein;ent ; toi ' ' the , . Brltiah. jails, ; wherever 
subordinate ofBcers of any nation or co^ur, t)ut especdaHy in India, are not di- 
ligently superintended, abuses will follow, despite the most rigid laws and regu- 
lations. Ho edicts will supply the place of vigilant, personal inspec^on by the 
British 'functionary ; and the ^jack-nf -all-trades sort of work, expected from a 
' this .needful attention, 

(d) The good old fashion of Brdhmans and others sitting ditartm at their 
neighbours doors, and there fasting dr threatening violently to destroy tl»em- 
selves, is falling into disuse in British India. There are various sorts of Mama, 
hut the object of the act always is, to bring the guilt of the victim’s blood on the 
enemy or oppressor ; and with the snme motive does the Ghurt-mar {vid& clu 
uL p* ) Wound himself, Cutting off the nose to vex the face,” is a . marvel- 
lously common practice : I once saw a poor, half-witted creature, who fancied 
the magistrate would not render him justice, approach that functionary, pat a 
petition into his Band, and, without leaving a moment ^for him to open the 
paper, rush into, a well close by, at least thirty feet deep. Fortunately he was 
^ only bruised, and was glad to catch the rope that was l^t down to draw him but. 
' The Patthin Is generally of f mo^ Intelligible kind, and direc|i^' to the 
injuryb^l fhedefdn^nt Instead, of the pl^htlff, the- troops of Amir 
ready mentioned in the notes to ph i.) more than ouce Um ^ ihp question^ 
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(e) I wonder Bellasis allowed the little MCiltani to talk after this fashion j 
for the real state of the ease the reader is referred to notes on ch. 3 at above re- 
ferred to. Perhaps, however, Ch^ed Khda meant that Amir Khan was deprived 
of a respectable and lucrative possession when his marauding propensities were 
restricted. 

{/y A scene like that here described occurred either to Lord Auckland or 
his predecessor. 

(g) The Sikhs are very jealous of or others leaving their lands and 

settling elsewhere ; and on the other hand hold it a point of honor not to give 
up even notorious ojQTenders who take- refuge with them. The rules proposed 
by Bellasis regarding thieves, settlers, and others, have, to my knowledge, been 
attempted, and with some success. . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(Ji) I believe, for every practical purpose ,• and the zealous and able ofiicer 
who lately served in the Sikh army against the Eusafzais is convinced of the ab- 
surdity of attempting to enforce European discipline in the field. 
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■; -COKTEWTS,.. , 

** A (km:!0f Msiorn which the muy read or mt^ m he 

'* The martial courage of a day is vain, 

An empty noise of death the battle’s roar, 

If vital hope be wanting to restore. 

Or fortitude be wanting to sustain. 

Armies or Kingdoms.” 

Wordsworth, 

Tlie current of my story has been a good deal clogged by feel« 
iiig that in the Panjab I am^ to many of my readers, treading on a 
perfect terra incognita f as , my object is, therefore, to edify as 
well as amuse, to be intelligible, as well as interesting, I will even 
venture to give aiiotber half chapter of dowmriglit history, straight- 
forward matte of facts, ^ as _ far as I know. But, gentle rea^i®^' 'of , 
these unworthy ^Venture% .you read to leatn^ you who, read 
to itlle^ you w;l|p ^b|f, -jpu are^ a]tl^‘r5^ht^,<h|I'' tftong, as 

in most ijuestiohs ate hoth'par‘fi'es% a d8^€'^|^^.though''m;f'*Me'be 
not a veritable history, it need not therefore be all fctioii: although 
it is neither romance nor novel, it is not therefore all fact, but as 

reality, and even if the pictures 
are sket<£^- has sat for his likeness, and 

the nation at large has been before me from which to draw, 
and to lead those who peruse my pages into some acquaintance 
with what has been, what may be, and what are the moral and 
ph^ed of the Panjab. 

I left otf in my historical outline with the partial consolidation 
of the SiMi confederacy on the death of Ahmad Shah (a); some no- 
tice was also given of the cosidifen of the people and the relative 
proportions of Sikh, Hindu and Afusalman, and an estimate of , their 
military force, which was entirely, I may say, the creature of feto- - 
jit Singh's genius ; if after aft it can be called ability and fores^ht 
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to tlirow aside tlie weapon that won him his laurels in order to try 
one that cuts hotli wajs^ and in the use of which he was inexpe- 
rienced. I am inclined to consider that the Maharajah would 
have slie^vn.more foresight if he had demoted the same attention 
that he did to European tactics^ to rendering his troops really edi- 
cienfc after their own fashion ; if he had erected fortifications a- 
roiind Laliaur and Amritsir on European models^ and there plant- 
ed Ins guns, encumbering his troops in the field with hot a few 
and perfectly etpipped light artillery ; he had models near at hand, 
and eiren furnished him by the British ; but oriental penuriousness 
prevented his doing the thing properly. sounds well to talk of 
a hundred guns ; yeSj a hundred half equipped (^)are surely better 
than twenty-five in better style.” So reasoned the King, and Ms 
courtiers told him all he did was right ; and thus, while he affect- 
ed to be able to bring sixty guns into the field, he could not really, 
after one day's march, have manoeuvred with twenty ; every troop 
has its gun-carriage agency, and every Sardur in charge of giuis 
makes very muchl what arrangements seem to him best, and al- 
though each gun has eight ferses attached, and is, according to 
their notions, well looked to, the waggons and tumbrels are left to 
the tender mercies of horned cattle. Can any one conceive a 
greater absurdity ? , Is it not Ifca' tying up one leg of a man going 
to run a race ? 'but so it is, ''and a "very good sample it offers of the 
hamdohast of the Ks.ilitary establishment; eight horses, I was told,, 
were put into the gun traces, as the country wan generally heavy 
and roads had, but when I asked, “ why not horse your tunibrek 
tooj”. wply 'was, biilloeks do for them, or in' ea^e 'of abed, 
we^'caa ,f%Jc t|ie ammunition On camels/' ‘ The horses, throughout 
the service^ bdth in cavalry a nd artillery, are undersized, and want- 
ing weight eith|V;%u charge or for eificieiiey in draught and 
when it is c<msifered thaf 'many of the sawan^ supplied by the 
lagirifin^ are ax’hnl eight men, it May, be ' conceived' how 
ill mounted they md'|fc'he,'and- hdw the ' battle ; for the 

British, I bedieve, gitedweWeaimas'a' lay to' their Irregulars, and 
yet have a, difficulty in securing -their ^ efficiency. The Infantry, 
then,oftheFa»jab is their standby,, as troops, but as to how* 

much they are , to be relied, on, I, have already given . mj opinion, 
and having seed a good deal. of their Sardiirs and commandants, • 
the only wonaer to me'|s,',)^p.w they achieve such 'good stage effect 


120 


PASSAaES m THE LIFE OF 


on parade, and how, with so much want of regimental domestic 
economj, their paltam hold together for a day. There is no such 
thing as regular pensions for wounds to individuals, or reward to 
their fimilies for laliing in the service ; a disabled soldier is per- 
' mitted to hang on, to sit in his lines and draw his pay, or part of 
it; when he dies, there is an end of him and his claims. Furloughs' 
arc given for tw'^o months of the year, generally in the rainy sea- 
son; during these months the troops receive full pay, though the 
system of Dost Miihammed and others was to calculate the year 
■ as having ten months, and to pay only for so many, considering 
the men as defunct or in a state of hybernation duiing the rest of 
tlie year. But to my historical sketch. 

Ahmad Shah cannot be said to have ever held the sovereignty 
of the Paiijab ; through his Lieutenants he ruled Kashmir, Mul- 
tan and Sirhind, but the proper country of the Panjab was never 
for any continued period under his control ; more than once the 
Afghiin Governor of Lahaur was restricted to the bounds of his 
capital, and it was only by repeated incursions, and by the terror 
his personal prowess always carried wdth it, that the Abdalii Mo- 
narch continued to keep a footing south-east of the Atak. In 
1773 Ahmad Shah died of a cancer in his face, and wns succeed- 
by his son, whom, as Prince Timur, the Sikhs had already driyen 
from Amritsir; he was of a .difeent temperament from his father, 
and __jv;aS| te' w.^te3m^ms^§iw,^%ndmnw^ihh^ to^ 

continue the^ wild. Atid d»hg dea«ier% then . 

rising into notice. During his reign therefore of twmtj years, the 
land was neaily at peace, and would have been entirely so, had 
the, Sikb^ been contentto leave unmolested Multan, Mankera and 

It was during the', emrlj' ;days,.^|^ the Sikh temporal foi|unes 
that the family of Banjit Singh first came into notice. 

Desoo, a Jdt cultivator and owner of three ploughs and one 
well (<j)a isthefirst of the family noted in Sikhannals ; his son, Kodh 
daug}it|r of .. Guldb Singh, a ^Z^wiindar of Ma- 
jethiX' Whdhad tnk^n and his son-in-iaw 

to do so too.’ Nodh, ‘Sing^^hextfdra,‘ on' hfe- marriage, forsook his 
peaceful occupations and 4 iteooper the wmal of Kapur 

Singh of Gujai-at, called the Fpoollapureea misid ; he died m 
1750, leaving three sons, when the eldest, Charat Singh, joining 
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ivitli his brothers Dul andf Jodli Siiigli, raised a banner of their 
own, and from being mere Dharwees or liigbivaTmen, they soon 
established a derail or camp of their own, and emulated the 
proudest. . ■ . 

The wife of Cliarat Singh was from Giijraoli, a small village 
not far north of Lahanr, where, throngh her in£uenee, he gained 
permission to build a small mud fort as a stronghold for his family, 
and the plunder acquired in his expeditions. 

Tlie vicinity of Gujraoii to Lahanr was an eye -sore to the Af- 
ghan Governor, who, hiring the, sendees of a band of Sikhs, moved 
out to destroy the rising foTti*ess ; his allies forsook him and he was 
defeated and scarcely escaped ; this, action was the main cause of 
bringingdown Ahmad Shah’s prowess on the Sikhs in 1762, when' 
he so signally defeated them near Sirhind in the action, called by 
the Sikhs the GhulodGora, or bloody. field, the losses of which day, 
they so well revenged the following year ’when they slew Zyn Khan 
the Governor, and sacked Sirhind, leaving it to this day a i*uin. {e) 
At this time the Sikh confederacy W’as divided into tw'elve 
mh or brotherhoods, the leaders were universally men of low birth, 
jdt cultivators, shepherds, oi; artizans ; but they were stirring fel- 
lows, and each had won his way from small beginnings to the head 
of swarms of marauding horsemen. The leaders were foUow’'ed by 
their relations and personal friends, and of course, the greater was 
the success of each, the more numerous became his band. • 

The afiectation of equality was not restricted to the Barddrs, hut 
each horseman in his own allotment considered himself as .an inde- 
pendent functionary, if not Prince : he was tied to his ‘chief by the 
bond of mutual self-interest, as fong as he remained in that service ; 
if displeased, he changed his banner, and found many ready t® 

' welcome him* rn 

The to lead in., war, to, arbitrate peaces his 

^ allotment of al <mh!(|hfets’ acqlamafion in 
proportion to his supposed merits and the means he had personally 
brought to bear ; the subdivisions were then made. The leader was 
treated with a certain respect, which again much depended on his 
personal character, and no one considered himself bound by any 
law, hut his own pleasure, to look to or regard the head of his com- 
munity ; .some of the chiefs are said to have been able to master 
ten or t’welve thousand horse> and their combined strength to have 
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b,eeii more tiaan seventy tliousand ; *mx of tliese misah are 
merged in the Kh^isa state, and parts of the other , six have fallen 
to pieces or been absorbed by. Eanjit Singh or his, father, MMia 
Singh. ' ' ' 

Charat Singh’s misal.w^s originally the weakest, but the fame 
he^acqaired by his successful defence of Gujraoli raised, his name, 
and doubtless at the bi-annual meetings during the B^mkhi and 
Deimli festivals at Amritsir, his voice carried with it the -weiglit 
. that the bold and rising man always has in a popular assembly. 

Charat Singh seems to have worked quietly and warily ; biding 
Ms time, picking up recmits and acquiring for himself and his m\ml 
a name in the confederation ; no greater proof of the consideration 
' he was held in can be ofered than that of Ms being called in by 
Brij Raj, (the son of the Rajah of Jammu) when he rebelled 
against Ms father; and though Jai Singh of the Ghunnee Misal, 
an older and more powerful leader, was engaged on the same side, 
Charat Singh was the life and soul of the enterprize that he joined^ 
as is proved hy the fact, that, on his sudden death by the bursting 
of his matchlock, the party whose cause he had espoused at once 
gave up the contest* . . 

Charat Singh was forty-hve years old when he was thus killed, 
in A. D. 17 74, leaving three lakhs of possessioxis, an.d .U'^^tof”6iidy 
of horse to "Me 'youthful son, M&ha Singh^^ whose 'sisumed 
the Gl^erhiteent With Jai 

Singh, lih© Singhs BangM# 

to be assassinated. 

. In 1776 Maha Singh married the daughter of Gajpat Singh of 
Biadh 4 , and, .about the same time, gained great reputation by the 
' capture, 4 "’’siege,' of some months, of Ramnaggar, owing to 
which and other acts, many' Satdars from the Banghi and other 
Misals joined him. 

In 1760 he returned^: Ms attention to Jammu, where Brij Lai, 
tobans, had now suceegj£|ed his father, but 
who,!' by'*^j|i| dissolute ’ Md.debaupheid hgb|t|;,' unable to make 
head ag&st- Ms< youthM 5^^ and therefore 

lost his town and.'territor^' 

’ 5V--The plunder /nfiJamtad"' gained Maha Singh many | 

not onljithe Bangi^^ whem he had long been supplanting, but to 
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old ally and guardian Jai Singh, Ghunnee, was now jealous and 

mgry. 

To propitiate Jai Singh, it is said that Maha Singh, in the 
midst of his exultation on his late conquest, went to Arnritsir as a 
suppliant, with a nazmr to the old chief, who, stretched on a cMt'- 
pmif answered to his protestations of affection and gratitude, that 
he wanted no more of the Biiagtia’s (dancing boy’s) soft words/* 
Maha Singh’s blood was roused, he swore revenge and well he re« 
quited the day’s insult. 

Unable alone^to cope with the Banghis, and his new enemies the 
Ghunnees, he leagued himself with Jusa Singh, the exiled Chief of 
the Eamgareas, who had lately been dnven from his possessions by 
tlie united Aloowaia and Ghunnee Misak* 

Jusa Singh, a bold man and himself burning with revenge, 
gladly forsook his occupation of petty plunder, in the J>oab of the 
Ganges and Jamna, to return to‘ a wider ff eld of action, in conjunc- 
tion wdth so promising a coadjutor as the youtiiful and victorious 
Maha Singh* 

Leagued with Bahsar Cliand of Kangra, who had lately been by 
a stratagem deprived of his principality, Maha Singh and JQsa 
SihfS’ gayb battle" fe'^feeir.opp^eht^ '■ slew ‘ Gtff'buksh Singh, the 
son of Jai Singh, and so utterly defented his army, that he was ob- 
liged to yield to a humiliating peace. 

The foregoing events occurred in 1782, and in 1785 Ranjit 
Singh, the present Maharajah and son of Maha Singh, was married 
to Mahtab Kanwai% the daughter of Suda Kanwar and the deceas- 
Singh, whose widow had managed to usmrp the pos- 
steion Ser?* ihther-hi4aw Jai Singh, to the injury ofhktwo 
surviving sons^J^idhm Singh and Bagh Singh.''" 

The last aci'ofv-^i^a Singh’s, life was consonant 'to the' hard^ 
faitidess and grasping, ‘policy by. whiA the .risen ; Gujar 

Singh, the Gujarat .died^ leafing H's 'principality to Ms son 
Sihib Sngh^ who, tSiot^h;^mariied'to Maha Singh’s sister, was not 
thereby safe from the voung conqueror, who demanded tribute, 
and being refused, besieged his fortress, which however made a 
stubborn reasfonce. After some* months siege Maha Singh was 
seized with 'a ’violoni illness, and was;;camed to his .own akwle at 
Gujraoli, there to lie afthe early age of' twenty.gevei% after hav^ .. 
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iiig for ten years administered witli great ability and prudence tis 
territory independent of his mother, whom he put to death for in- 
triguing with a Brahmdn^ as did Banjit Singh his mother for si- 
milar conduct with his minister Lahhpat Singh. 

Ranjit Singh was only tw^eive years old wlien he succeeded hi» 
father Maha Singh ; for five years Ins mother-in-law Bada Kan- 
war, who w^as now head of Jai Singh's Misal, governed in his 
name, and, in concert with his mother and the paramour of the 
latter lady, managed the alfairs of her son-in-Jaw's territory ; but in 
1793, being then seventeen years of age, Banjit ]^ut his mother to 
death, got rid of Lakhpat Singh, and assumed the management of 
his own affairs, for many years, however still much guided and 
aided by the able connse;^ of Sada Kanwar. During the years 
1796 and 179.7, Shah Zaman, the blind, old ex-monaxch of Khbul, 
now residing at Lndhiana, who had then lately succeeded his fa- 
ther Taimur, twice invaded the Panjhb and even entered Lahaur ; 
but it was never the policy of Banjit to oppose himself to equal 
numbers, or indeed to the chance of reverse ; he early went on the 
principle of avoiding all risk, and thotigli by no means vranting in 
personak courage, he looked closely to the policy of all his acts, to 
the probable result — ^tlie cost and the gain : the sheep skin caps of 
Ahmad ShAh(’Owere therefore still remembered, and Banjit deemed 
it; more prudent to leave the- ;^ld of the PanJAb the invaderj 
mil to forhtnes b«^ond #0' ^SirteluJ. , WMk, thotefpre, 

Shall hfld ofMiain: audits 

neighbourhood, Ranjit ivas gaining permanent conquests in the still 
weak and unsettled neighbourhood of the Suteluj and Jamna ; and 
on the Shah .evacuating Lahaur, and leaving it to the mercies of 

Ghait Singh, Mohur Singh, and 
S^ih Singh, it stmck Banjit Singh that he would gain possession 
of it himself he did so with but little difficulty, and actually had 
the skill to gain a smiad for its occupancy from the A%h4n 
monarch. * - 

^ : No;ir 'hlfiipg the, ancient seat of Goveriunei^,'’.and strengthened 
by' his latcl^ acquired conquests, he already assumed supremacy ; 
and, thoug|i fiercely opposed b^ihis old eneinies the Bhanghis, and 
aiiso by the Pafclns of Ku8Sodf|l^d. his uncle, Sahib Sfrigh of 
Oujardt, he daily acquired new strength, making each day's work 
help ill the business of to-morrow, and soon obliged the Kus- 
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soorians to pay tribute, and entirely put out the light of the Baa- 
■ghis. • 

The Ohiefs of the different misals now began to fear each for 
himself, and seeing every day bringing new actions, seizures and 
forfeitures, they attempted to imite and protect themselves, but the 
Maharajah was already too strong for them, and under fcsada Kan- 
.war, having the whole strength of the Ohunnees on his side, and 
having exchanged turbans with Fateh Singh, Aloowala, and broken 
up his chief enemies, he was now beyond the reach of successful 
attack. 

Ranjit was already paving his way for his conquests in the hills ; 
as auxiliaries and as friends to one or otiier of the mountain chiefs, 
the Sikhs were now well acquainted with the mountain regions, 
with what was worth taking and the way to get at it; 'Sansar 
Chand, hy his inroads into the plains, brought destruction to Mm- 
self ; and most of the others, by their own feuds, hastened their 
xuin. . . _ . ' - _ ■ 

,The dissensions among the sons of Taimur now prevented fur- 
ther danger of Abdali invasion, b ut rather left to the mercy of the 
SiMi the possessions of Menkera, Fashawar, MtiMn, &.c. to the 
smure of which .tie new monarch early turned his attention. But 
nearer and more pressing objects detained him from immediate 
execution of his plans. In 1807 he took Kussoor, and the next 
year again moved across the Buteluj, .and was only stopped in a 
wide sweep of conquest by the British Commissioner, Mr. Met- 
calfe; the Maharajah weighed well the course he should take|y),but 
being offered very liberal tefms, noiess than a guarantee of all hi» 
possessions acquired up to the beginning of the discussions then 
pending, and - peeing with Ins own eyes that the British, though 
few, were superbly eqiiipped, that they were fresh from a long tide 
'of victory and. c^|iised >Ms mere bands ; 

leaving also the a a specimen 

of the prowess of the^l^glilh^b'he took the' Wish -course of binding 
himself by treaty to resp%bt the present boundary and in no way to 
molest the Nish^nwdla, Bbihid and Phooik'ea Misals which had 
placed themselves under the British protection. 

By this treaty, Ranjit Singh was guaranteed in the property of 
more than twelve lakhs of rupees of possessions on the left bank of 
the Buteluj, a country, by ife exteht and position along the banks of 
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a great lirer, capa.ble of producing ten times tbe then ; it 

has, liowever, little profited by the long interval of peace, and 
tliOQgk external war has ceased its periodical visits, internal fends, 
unadjusted lights, insecurity of every thing most dear, and the ab- 
sence of any one interested in upholding a better system, have 
kept the banks of the Siiteluj in a state of comparative desolation. 
The tribes inhabiting them, bound by no natural ties to their Sikli 
Eulers, and discovering nothing to’ respect in thhm, and indeed 
being accustomed to see the despot of to-day a fieeced and house- 
less -wretch to-morrow, have* attended little to the cultivation of 
their soil, but have preferred the more idle occupation of tending 
cattle. Thus every village has its herds ; they wander and graze 
almost at large, trespassing even on the states of other chiefs, 
until some petty cause of offence arise, and then commences a long 
series of affrays, assaults, seizures and reprisals, until such a state 
has arisen that no chiefship but has its blood-feud with every vil- 
lage or petty state around it, causing a frightful conditlih of inse- 
curity, and rendering unsafe tlie movements of the most peaceful 
member of a community, lie being liable to seizure in retaliatio'n for 
some offence, real or imaginary, of another individual subject of 
the same- state. A similar system very much obtains throughout 
the Fanjfib, except that the trans-Suteluj possessions are further 
from the seat of Grovetnmentf and that there is a delicacy on the 
part of to move “troops in; that the 

peopld Wf# this-; hardly c<#sider there* 

by rendering more clogged the, at no time .very smodth, wheels of 
Government. ' ■ -i ' 

* ^ The, ’with, the English had, in, a measure, quieted Ranjit 
for a time _suspicious as well as angry, 
he could not but admite and respect the Government that gained 
conquests and acquired possessions only to give them away to peo- 
ple having no manner of claim on them, and when he saw that 
the Pattiala, Jindh, Nabha, KhytuI, and other chiefs were not only 
treated with all fespec^^ and consideration, but that they were 
neither hWcfedj'horiti^i^y way called upqu..^y»‘io pay a share of 
the common expenee of keeping up the general government, that , 
neither fines nor Mzars'^exe takbn;or demanded from heirs, nor 
loans exacted(i^) by the English in their necessities, he couldnot-but 
then believe that such a government was really in earnest iii'its hs- 
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sertions that the peace of the frontier was their only object, and 
the well being of the Sikh people their single desire. And when, 
Bot long since, the Aloowala, Mumdot aiid other smaller cliieih 
threw off the Lahaur .yoke(0 and yainly courted British aid, the Ma- 
harajah had another proof of the justness of the opinion he hud 
first formed, in the face of the comseis; of his Sardars, and' other 
advisers. 

In 1 809, by a stratagem, he acquired the mountain fastness of 
Kangra ; .in 1810, he besieged MCiltan, but was bought ofi' by the 
Governor, now left to his own resources by the Afghan Monarch ; 
in 1812 he took the hill fortresses of Bhembar and Eajaoree and 
the territory attached, and the next year, by a bribe of a lakh of 
rupees to the Governor, gained possession of the fort of Atak, 
commanding thereby the passage of the Indus. In 1814 he sig- 
nally failed in an attempt on Kashmir, and entered isn no further 
aggression on a large scale untd 1818, when, after much prepara- 
tion, and after having himself gone down the Indus and paved, the 
way by bribing, soothing or bullying the petty chiefs, and either 
preventing their uniting in the defence of Mtiitaa, or causing them 
to join in its attack, he again set hinself down before it, and alter 
a sharp, though not very long defence, he gakmd possession of the 
ancient ' city of’'. Multan,. . slayin^g*. ' Governor Nawab Muzaffar 
Khan and several of his sons- in the breach. A fanatic Akaii is 
said to have been the main insti’ument in the capture ; mad with 
opium, he throw himself into the breach, and followed by a for- 
lorn hope of such like material, cut his way through the astonished 
and. degenerate mosiems, who had of late years preferred the ab- 
surii attemptvat , relieving themselves from their Blkh enemies by 
buying them off instead of expending the same money in enter- 
taining troops hud 'Strengthening their defences ; m much,, quick- 
er was the Mahajt«^^hn, this -instance than -lyas ,eh|)€cted> that while 
the neighbouring Cj^iiiefe ^,qf Monkefu • and^^^uhh'^hlpnr were con- 
certing to aid the City/'^me took it,,;ihavmg actually in his canip a 
small' contingent of whoa^ hearts were with their 

Musal^^ brethren in the tdwn ; in like manner, the Patkms 
of Kasoor, lately brought beneath the yoke, were obliged to lend 
their unwilling aid to subject another Fathan state. The plunder 
ofMuItan was'gr^|ii:s..,and reported greater; and such was now 
the Maharaja's power, thfi,t.^C,T®ntured. to rob his soldiers of their 
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acqun-ed l)ooty. The only other instance of such an act on record* 
is that of NiMir SlrAb, which at the time, nearly, and perhaps did 
eventually, cost him his life ; but for Ranjit Singh, in the face 
of the system of Sikh brotherhood to laugh not only at the rule of 
every man being entitled to his ptta^i(k) but actually to take from 
the troops the hard cash in their possession, was doing what none 
but a very bold man dared to do, at such a time and with such a 
people. 

Mid tan paved the way for the^ conquest of Peshawar and 
Kashmir, both of which Provinces fell to the same arts that the 
Fanj^b had done ; in 1823 for the last time the Sikhs and Afghans 
met in a pitched battle at Noushera, w'here .Ranjit Singh's j^ersonal 
bravery and that of his AMalis (whom he freely expended in 
such engagements) chiedy conduced to the success of the day 
the tide of conquest had already been turned backwards, and this 
was the last attempt of any consequence by thC; Afghan crown, or 
rather Chiefs, for there had been so many kings and so many 
aspirants for power that the energies of the nation were expended 
in its own destruction. * In 1827 Syud Ahmed's religious war had 
disturbed the D.arhar, and the fanatic having obtained a footing 
in the Yusufzye country, and being warmly supported by the wild 
and warlike tribes of that strong region, alarmed Ranjit Singh 
much ; but, about the time. I went to Kangra, the Syud was slain, 
and his follo'^iers, diapersed^y^'a force und^*^ Kunwap!; ph^-'lSingh,. 
who tli^tiby 'g^idfed the 

Ai^my. The Syud had actually acquired possession of Fesh'^war 
and chiefly lost the good will of kis supporters by over- strictness, 
as to religious ceremonies, as well m by touching their pockets to 
aid' his!- ; - 

I have thus faintly sketched the Sikh progress up to the time 
I joined the ranks of its Army, and have thereby shewn that, con- 
trary to the general supposition, there has been but little 
flghtingin the Panjab for many years ; that most of the acquisi- 
tions were gained by diplomacy, and that . the Sikh valour can 
scarcely be said to have been yet tried, and that to hold their own 
they will hdve to put forth more manhood than they have yet re- 
quired to do. I hkve already, in 4 former Chapter, , stated the 
strength and conation, of the army when Ijoined^ at which 
time the revenue that came into the public treasury was a crore 
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^id a lialf yearly, nearly as mucli bemg the portion of the SarMrs 
and proceeds of their JdgMrs, 

Faint as is the outline here given, much of it is taken from 
Prinsep's narrative, the contents of which I have reason to believe 
to be accurate and the delineations of Bikh character, as depicted 
by the late Captain Murray to have been very correct ; the only 
credit, therefore, I aspire to is for clearly condensing the informa- 
tion collected by that officer, ■which in very few instances needs to 
be corrected by after enquirers, indeed were all the British Agents 
as diligent and desirous after the truth as he was, India would be 
a well known countiy. 

But I may have tired my reader^'s patience too much, and 
trapped him into disquisitions which, however, as he is not obliged 
to read, he has no reason to complain of ; and now I will return 
to Kote K'higrd, even though I have other rpa-tters to write of ; 
but a frightful catastrophe that at this time took place, almost 
under my eyes, demands notice in the first instance. 

Chdnd Khan and his late jailer were in open arrest under the 
care of AJiverdi Khdn ; unless to come to myself they had no per- 
mission to leave the lines. Breathless with haste and 

terror, AJiverdi Kh^n rushed into my presence, the morning after 
my late conversation with, Chand Khdn, exclaiming ** Sahib ^ he’s 
dead V* Who is dead, man Chind Khdn, Sahib t" 

Ch^nd Khan,” echoed I — “ tell me how and when ? poor fel“ 
low" ! and is he really dead Pulling on my upper garment, I 
rushed out with the Multani, and on entering the enclosed area, 
one of tb^e outside rooms of which had been occupied by Ch^nd 
Khm^ l iomxd my faithful follower lying on the ground weltering 
in his blood ; his head was nearly severed from the body, there 
was also a deep g^h in his side, and two of his fingers were hang- 
ing.from the right suspended by the mere skin. , By a cut 
on the charpM on which the unfortunate man had lain, it appear- 
ed he had been attacked when asleep,'^' and by' the wounds on Ms 
fingers he must have attetnpted defence, seized the swrord and tried 
to wisest it from Ms murderer’s hands. With a heavy heart I re- 
turned home after having made all possible enquiries to erahie me 
to get a clue to ,the bloody deed ; three persons appeared to have 
been engaged ’au<^-;ta'hpe performed their “work leisurely and cool- 
ly ; the old Sikh jailer: was missing, and, of course, all attributed 
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the act to him, but I couM not bring myself to suspect him, so 
open and candid had been, his deportment, and so little of the as- 
sassin was there in his countenance ; I would not therefore go 
%vith the crowd, but rather believed he had been spared, and car- 
ried off to make it appear that he had struck the blow. The most 
extraordinary part of the question was, how such a deed could 
have been performed in the nndst of my camp, and in. the very 
lines of my best troops ; it made me feel keenly how critically I 
was placed, and how precarious was my own life. “ Poor fellow,” 
thought I, “ would I had never set foot on tliis accursed land that 
teems with villainies and whose inhabitants think nought of life ; 
ChAnd Khan has fallen in my service, a victim to his hdelity, he 
may have been not ail purity, but lie was true to his salt, an.d 
under better circumstances, and taught in a different school, might 
ha%^e been a good man, as I believe him to have been a brave one ; 
peace to his ashes, be it my duty to trace to the death his murderers, 
and whether in high or in low place to visit his blood on their 
heads,” 

The report soon abroad, and from Laliaur strange versions of 
the affair came, that I had murdered my Vdqil to prevent disclo- 
sures, and to get rid of an instrument who knew too inuch of my 
schemes ; but what was said and done at Kangri! and elsewhere, 
must be tdld in another chapter, 

' “f,s. 01 . 

(a) Abmad Shah Ahdali was standard bearer to Hadir Shah, when the lat- 
ter invaded Delhi, A. D, 1738 ; he served witti a party of his own tribe iu the 
, '^oed dis'Upctlon, and was in high favour at the time Na- 

dir $hab ms assassinated. Upon that^'event, Ahmad Shah returned to his own 
country ; and, accidentally intercepting a large despatch of treasure from India,, 
appropriated it to himself, and set up as King of Alfghanistan. Ke made eight 
dampaigns against India, but they were merely military inroads, shewing great 
valour and skill, but tending to no permanent results ; his great victory over 
the Mahratas, at Fanipat, saved India from a dynasty of that jieopie. Ahmed 
Shah died in the prime of life, of a cancer in the face : it is said he applied for a 
cure to a holy man, who told him he could remove the disease, but with it, 
life would cease, 

(h) liaujit may not have been so far afield in his estimate, considering 
the people he had to deal with, seeing that among a half civilized race, the s?w>- 
well as of Artillery is, to be considered In Ghmii there 

a jCeri^in great gun, which had never been fired, even in the memory of thut 
respectable individu;^, the oldest inhabitant when Dost Mahoxnad was about 
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to collect his revenoes, the old ^un used duly to be brought outside the city; and 
thisnianceuvre, without firitig a shot, sufficed to bring in the defaulters. Doubtless 
it was the moral efTect’’ that used to be considered by a brave and -wortliy Hi- 
bernian Officer in the Bengal Artillery, who was working his guns against a 
refract<'-ry fortress, and who, while watching with delight the pi ogress of hia 
shells through the air, and congratulating himself on his successful aim, used to 
call our, Vv eh ! if that isn’t a pretty shot 1 I hope it didn’t hurt any body 1” 

(c) “ J is the characteristic measure in a country where land 

is valueless without artificial irrigation. “ A weli^* is about twenty-five acres. 

Q.i) Pahal” the ceremony of initiation into the Sikh religion ; I have 
never myself witnessed this rite, but give what I believa to be a correct 
account. A person having shewn a sincere desire to renounce his former 
opinions to any five or more Sikhs, assembled together, in any place, as well on 
the highway as in a bouse of worship, they send to the first shop wheie sweet- 
meats are sold, and procure a small quantity of a particular sort, which is yeiy 
common, and, as I recollect, they caUJ^afdsa; and, having diluted it in pure 
water, they sprinkle some of it on the body, and into the eyes of the convert; 
whilst one of the best instructed repeats to him, in any language with which he 
is conversant, the chief canons of tl\eir faith, exacting from him a solemn pro- 
mise to abide by them the rest of his life. This is the whole of the ceremony. 

The new convert may then choose a O.uru, or preceptor, to teach him the lan- 
guage of. their scriptures, who first gives him the alphabet to learn, and so leads 
him on, by slow degrees, until he wants no further instruction.” — “ Asiatic /fe- 
«earc/ies,” voL i. page 293. 

The same authority, in the preceding page, states that the character used by 
the Sikhs, is called, in honour of their founder ** Guru Mookkee,** from the mouth , # 

of tUm preceptor ; probably the correct etymology of Gurmukhi*’ 

(e) The neighbourhood of Sirhind witnessed more than one conflict in the 
early Sikh times; but it was in A. D. 1762 that the town was utterly sackevi 
and razed, and its Governor slain. Most desolate is the present aspect of a city 
which appears to have had much architectural splendour ; and which stands ia 
a beautiful country, adorned with splendid groves, 

(/) The Abdail body-guard wore sheep- skin caps, the sight of which more 
than once turoed the day, as their vicinity betokened that of their master, who 
was much dreaded by the Sikhs, and whose rapid marches enabled him to keep 
up vp'ith them, light-footed as they are, 1 am not aware why Ahmad Siiah’s 
body-guard wore aJiead-dress not common among the Afghans ; so far as I can 
learn, the Jamshidis and Sooni ilazarahs are the only tribes sabject*to the Af- 
ghans who now wear the sheep-akin capSj, which are always difibrehtly shaped 
from the genuine Kajjar,' or Feri^ian cap/ being much . lower. Tiirkomans, es- 
pecially those of Kbaiva, also wear ^beep -skin cap's, but high, wide at the top, 
and without the burd-i-shaimsher. ^ 

(y) Anent the Labaiir ruler’s cogitations, an anecdote may be mentioned. 

Sir i barles Metcalfe had been sometime at the Court of Lahaur when he re- 
ceived orders from his own <’*<:)vernmeot to propose to Eanjit Singh to remove 
his troops to the right bank of the Satlej, and to leave the Sikh States on the 
left bank of the river under British protection. The proposal -was made with 
great delicacy by Sir < barles one evening when he was seated with the Mahara- 
jah on the roof of the Palace. Ranjit made no reply, but descending from the 
roof, mounted one of the horeoa that were always kept reacly saddled, and rode 
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for a short time very violently on the maidan in front of his residence. On his 
return, he replied to the proposal, by expressing his astonishment at the impu- 
dent assurance of the British Government in making it. The English, he said, 
had refused to receive the independent Sikh States under their protection, 
■which had some time before been solicited, and now that he, not being so scru- 
pulous, had, at a great expense of blood and treasure extended Ms power over 
them, the English very coolly tell him, to turn out, and make over charge to 
them / He wished to know what kind of friendship this was ? Sir Charles could 
not deny the justice of the Maharajah’s argument, but very judiciously urged 
the policy and expediency of yielding a point that would make the British Go- 
vernment his firm and lasting friend ; and reminded the King that, being se- 
cure in this q^uarter, he might be at liberty to extend his conquests in more pro- 
fitable directions. His Highness took the hint, conceded all that was required 
of him, and, to the latest day of his life, expressed his obligation of the sugges* 
tion, assuring Sir Charles Metcalfe on every occasion that presented itself, of 
his grateful remembrance of the good advice he had given. 

(/i) Loans have two or three times been taken from the Patiala and Naha 
Chiefs, who, with great astonishment, found that the Company repaid the fuU 
amount, with interest. 

(i) In the last note but one, the fact is referred to, that the Chiefs mention- 
ed in the text, sought admission within the British pale, which was refused, tho’ 
that Government used its influence to obtain terms for them with their own 
Chief. 

(k) Equality among the Sardars was, as has been stated, a fundamental law 
of Sikh policy, and was ohsemd, much as other kws enacting equality hme> 
ever been. 



m ADTBNTOKE'H IN' THE PAN JAB, 


1.33 




_ eOSTBN'PS. - 
"The plot thickens. 


At once there rose so wild a yell, 

Within that dark and narrow dell, 

As all the lends from heaireii that fell I 
Had pealed the banner-cry of hell. 

Forth from the pass, in the tumult driven, 

Like chaiF before the wind of heaven, 

The archery appear ; 

For life ! for , life I their fight they ply, 

And shriek, and shout, and battle-cry 
And broadswords flashing to the sky, 

Are maddening in the rear V* 

We’ll quell the savage mountaineer 
As Iheir TineM"C0W8 the game I 
They come as fleet as mountain deer, 

We’li drive them back as tame V* 

• ,v 

diand Khan's death came on me so suddenly, amidst so many 
troubles, that I was quite hewMered ; his Multani squad were, 
I saw, by no means satisfied with the part I had taken in regard 
to their leader on his return from Lahaur ; and, as was Batural for 
rude minds, cOuld not understand how I should treat a sermnt 
whom I trusted and liked, as I 'had done '‘Chand 'Bor could 
they fo%et that theirvidend'Waaa;.pris<ii^ when he met Ms death. 

' I eoMd appreciate ’the 'ttteh^'feeiiiigSj'andj therefore, regarded 
not their glances, but exerted myself as if I had been their com- 
rade to trace out the Tiliains ; a sword and a shoe had been left 
behind, both were common coarse articles, made by village work- 
men, and it was mj great object to fi.nd the manufacturers! all my 
.endeavoum howev^v'^^Mei, and -it was long' before the truth was 
xeTcaled and another lepA ’tif Sikh character fathomed. 
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How mitch I now missed my Vuqll ! His careless, easy man- 
ner, so xinlike any otiier native of my acquaintance, had drawn me 
towards him, for, whatever may have been the value of his ha- 
rangues and opinions, tliey had an earnestness and a devil-may- 
careness about them ; that was very attractive to one like myself, 
whohadsolongdwelt among men measuring their words, and \ratch- 
ing the listeners eye to judge of the effect of the first sentence 
before a second should he penn itted to issue from their lips, who 
could never give an answer w ithout considering why the question 
was put, and if it meant more than met the ear/" Musalman, 
Hindu, and Sikh, almost all of my acquaintances during my not 
long, but very busy career having been of such stamp, I could 
not hut appreciate Ch'^nd KhAii, and in his company felt as if with 
a European intimate* To replace such a man w^as no easy matter^ 
and seldom w^as a bold and wise counsellor more needed than just 
now at KAngra, for without w'ere enemies thickening, and within 
friends and followers were wavering* 

Taking Aliverdi Khan aside one day, I remarked to him, as* 
if casually, that he and his comrades appeared to be tired of my 
service, that if so, the road was open, they should have a free pass- 
age to their homes, be paid up to the last courec^ and receive certi- 
ficates of conduct. Has your jid-ml given offence, is niy Lord 
displeased was the ^^piy V no^ Aliiferfi, I do not 

usually disgiuse my 

reason to complain of my servants ; the case is as I've stated, you 
seem to have something at your hearts, and I would not be served 
by unwilling hands/' Khodamand^^^^mtJidw%^-^<&hkr By 
“^eak out/' *, My Lord is angry, and distrusts 
his Servants, hiit believe mo Sahlhy we would die for you ; true it 
is that we are grieved at the dog's death that our brave and open- 
friend and Sardar has met. We are down-hearted on his a^ccoiint, 
and, pardon me my Lord, we think that, considering his zeak and 
his services, Chand Khan was but ill rewarded/' Aliverdi was a 
favourite, and one who had not taken on, from the partiality shewn 
him, I therefore explained to him how impossible it was I could 
have acted differently towards the unfortunate deceased ; But 
no man," repeated I, mox^eiaments his death, or will go further 
to avenge it/' And so I have: said my Lord," rejoined, the Pat- 
Imn ; them are odd fellows among us,, and some of them are wil- 
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ftil and suspicions ; but I^ve reminded tbem how you haTe treat- 
ed us from the beginning, and how you hare exerted yourself 
since Ohand Khan's death/"! The result of this conrersation ivas 
an alteration in the demeanour of mj men, whom I found 
doubly alert and anxious to wipe away from my memory this tem“ 
porary suspicion. 

At this time I received a ptxrwunuk to the effect, that I was 
to produce Ghand Khan at Lahaur, dead or alive ; that failing to 
do so, I should be made personally responsible. ‘‘ Short and sweet 
exclaimed I;" they are coming to it in earnest now; they'll have 
me but of Kangra, but the Maharajah must come himself, for hell 
'ilnd that he has one obedient servant; one officer who respects. 
Msorde.s/' 

IIow I came to he Governor of Kangra often puxzled me, and 
how I, a stranger and a foreigner, was trusted as supreme in so 
strong a hold, when the system of the government was to suspect 
all its servants, and in the pettiest forts to put more than one au- 
thority, or sometimes as many as three or four thanadars to watch 
and check each other. The conclusion I came to, was an unusual 
one for the Panjab, that having been much favoured, I was bound 
to be very honest! 

My position in all its bearings I explained to Mahtab Kowr, 
«he advised, nay conjm'ed me to fly, but I could not take such a 
step without subjecting myself to suspicion, and giving a triumph 
to my enemies ; I how^ever converted the little money I had amass- 
ed, being about two thousand pounds sterling, into gold, and bills 
on Shroffs in the British territory,, and I always carried about my 
per^n £500 worth of gold in ducats and in thin plates. In my 
travels through many countries I had been accustomed thus to 
load myself, by secreting my cash about my person, generally in a 
belt round my waist / b^tt in times of danger in more unsus|)ected 
places; just now I could not but feel that every 'day might be my 
last at Kangra, and indeed with so much to contend against, I 
should have yielded to the storm had not mj pride forbidden, and 
had I not had a dearer object than self to care for. Mamage is 
thought by some to incapacitate a man for the duty of a soldier (a)^ 

‘ and to deteriorate him for all active. business; my own experience 
contradicts the opinion ; an active man will be acti ve, and a slug- 
gard, slothful, be he eifeer benedict or bachelor: nor would any 
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womaiij wor&y of the name of wife, think of interfering with 
what regards the credit of her Imshaiid, unless to urge him on- 
ward, to cheer him hj her comisel on departure and in absence, 
and to brighten his home to him on his return ; such is the part of 
that mfe whose husband makes her the partner of his heart, of 
his cares and his joys. 

The young and innocent mind of Mahtab was fast maturing: 
my visits to herself and mother, though still unfrequent, were em- 
ployed in directing her attention to such studies as would unfold 
her understanding and gradually enable her to see the puerility of 
the religion of her country, and prepare her for the reception of 
Christian truths : she had already the best preparation, in a teach- 
able spirit, a loving and a confiding disposition, and what will not 
woman believe, when taught by the one she loves ? 

Many attempts had been lately made to draw me into contu- 
macy ; not only, as iVe said, were those about me desirous to do 
so, but, as before hinted, my neighbours the hill Chiefs and Ea- 
jahs, induced hy the fame of my repulse of Sachet Singh, desired 
my alliance, some to shake off the Sikh yoke, others to avoid its 
expected approach ; but I steadily, though civilly, declined all 
such offers, and said that if again made I should be obliged to re- 
fer their propositions to Lahaur. 

'Kangra was wanted as a position : it was therefore less myself 
thorny Btrcmg-hoid 'that Ihie.coirfederates^-V^rb,,^ to obtain; 
and failing to'ihduce' me to Jdlh the. a’sShehxife'' w^ 'sat hn 

foot to snrpri:ze my fortress. 

I had tor sometime been in possession of vague and indefinite 
reports as to their intentions ; but giving them no credit, I was too 
incautious ; when one evening that I had retired earlier than 
usual, who should steal quietly into my chamber but Gulabi, and, 
before I was well asleep, roused me into perfect attention by her 
more than usually wild and energetic manner. /SaAidy'" said 
she lie still, but listen ; it is no ordinary news that has induced 
your toundm to intrude on your privacy; I'm but this moment re- 
turned from the mountain side, where, accidentally, I overheard a 
'conversation that made 'my 'Very' siiaatd "on end; it was thus 
my Lord ; yesterday evening I returned from the day's rambles, 
;and, as usual in these my excursions, I took shelter in the slaade 
of a friendly rock. I had scarcely eaten my solitary meal, when I 
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was startled by tlie arriyal of a party of three men^ wlao took up 
their abode for the idght within a few feet of me ; one ledge of 
rock only separated us, and^ terrified, I thought of flight, when 
the mention of my Lord’s name restrained me ; I stopped, and 
holding Biy very hreath with terror, I heard the details of a schema 
for the surprise of Kangra, and the death of my benefector. The 
party to whose words I w'-as listening had just returned from Kan- 
gra ; the men compared notes, and appeared to hare closely in- 
spected the works, and talked of their friends within the garrison 
as securing to them success, and placing beyond doubt the object 
of their designs ; names "were mentioned, but I was unable to dis- 
tinguish them ; Khans, however, as well as Singhs, appear inipii- 
cated, and it behoves the noble Bellasis to be up and stirring if he 
would hold Iiis fortress/’ 

^ The poor Kanchani spoke so far pretty coherently, and then 
in a wilder and c|uicker strain;; continued, wretch that I am I 
■what have I done ? Those tones, those accents are not mw to 
me, tliey awiikeii a flood of memory of some distant, some happier 
time ; but where and when I know not ; no, it must be but a 
dream,’' and she di-ew- her hand tightly across her brp^v, and conti- 
nued, who was ever kind to the poor Kamlicmx^ but Bellasis 
&lub, and the house of Kangra ? and in requiting them both, 
she may now’- die contented/’ 

I questioned her, and perceived that tliere ^vas no exaggera- 
tion or discrepancy in her report, but that the contingents of 
the confederates, forming a junction in a valley just without the 
bounds of the Kangra territory, were, by a long night march, to 
appear before my fortress before break of day on the fourth morn- 
ing from the present, that false alarms of escalades w^ere to be 
made on several points, and that traitors wdthin my camp were to 
•sei^e myself and-- sbitie of '■ my cihief ^lid'tb open the 

gates to the enemy. ^ . ' ■ ' ' , ^ • 

The names of my treacherdtrk dnmates having escaped Oiilabi, 
■was unfortunate, but about some I could not be mistaken ; so dis- 
missing her and instantly arising, I called to my coujivsels, my 
new Niiih and Aiiverdi Khan,^and told them so much of what I 
had heard as was necessiiry for them to liear ; I then desired that 
Shamsher Khan, ^tlal Singh'^woid Ilardyal Singh should be %th- 
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TTitli seiajed and sepaxi]ttelj confined, and no one from any of their 
dwellings should be permitted on any account, to leave the pre- 
cincts of their habitations. Chains of sentinels, and videttes beyond 
them, were thrown out all round Kangra, with strict orders on no 
pretence to allow any individual to pass from within, and to appre- 
hend or slay ail making the attempt. 

There was a defile of half a mile in length within four miles of 
Ilangra ; through this the confederates must pass, it was in no 
part fifty yards across, and so narrow in some places, that from the 
towering precipices on either side, parties could keep up a coxiver- 
sation. This defile was, as it were, the last long step in the de- 
scent from the last range of mountains into the plain ; it was a 
branch from tlie valley of the river, from which it ascended gradu- 
ally for a quarter of a mile ; it then, for another quarter, continu- 
ed to be little but a succession of precipices ; the path seldom ad- 
mitting of more than a single person at a time ; huge rocks and 
boulders lay around, and over head still huger masses were sus- 
pended, requiring but a finger's touch to close the path entirely. 
Surmounting this narrow staircase, the plain and detached rock of 
Kangra lay before the hold and active intruder. Oft had I thread- 
ed the dell of death,/' and, returning with my fishing rod from 
the B^^ Ganga, have scrambled up and over its rugged path, and 
turned in my mind how a score of bold hearts might there stop a 
ho^.’;'Ohy ;if; 

of these rude hilhtnml 'foused L: / ''‘"''t"’''':- ' 

A party of my trustiest men, I detached to lurk at the opening 
of the pass from the plains ; they were to secrete themselves, and 
onmq account fo, allow travellers or others to leave or enter the 
defile ; '%VLty apprehending ail comers, to bring them before me. 

These my plans were all arranged before day dawned, when I 
started with half-a-dozen followers, all of us clad as hill-men, and 
carrying nothing that at a distance could lead us to be taken for 
more fihart ordinary Rajpoot shepherds. 

’ l^d, was well kijpiyp‘,^to.me, but now I 

scanned every inch of it as if:|, had never been there before ; the 
, tet ascent wahfodybnt a.l^'^.‘'^OTing;to/be mi^de quite irnpamr 
Me ; this, in a few hours, I cau^d to be done, and selected a spot 
that commanded most points nf the last hundred yards, where, un- 
der the shade of a huge rock, I resolved to place two large swi- 
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Tels ; tlie oTerliaiigiag rock formed a natural embraxurCj and be- 
hind it tke J iizzael men and. Topejees could work awaj, almost 
unseen and at any rate untoucliedj unless by a stray shot, wMIe 
none could approach the crest of the defile without runnmg the 
gauntlet of their deadly fire. At other points on the farthest ap- 
proach, I prepared similar posts^ leaving paths of retreat to those 
most advanced, and giving orders to hurl their weapons over the 
precipices rather than abandon them to the enemy ; these were^ 
however, but ordinary devices, and not what I most looked to ; 
for, collecting heaps of stones along the edge of either precipices^ 
there I left them ready to do my bidding. 

My preparations were all completed the afternoon before the 
night on which the enemy was to approach, when, just after dark^ 
with a beating heart, I led seven hundred picked men to my am- 
buscade ; each individual or small party had his or its orders, strict 
commands were given not to fire until a signal rocket was detach- 
ed, and then there was to be no rushing out and no hurrying, no 
chance-blazing, but each marksman was to aim at his man when 
within sure distance ; there was to be no shouting, no talking, si- 
lence, with quick and steady firing was to be the order of the night. 

The moon was near its fid!, and would favour us till within an 
hour of day light ; anxiously I watched, my thoughts being, in 
despite myselfi more at Kangra than on my present undertakings 
and I could not but picture to myself danger in the quarter where 
my treasure lay, where was the one creature that was dear to me. 

One watch of the night remained when I Was roused firom my 
reveries, by the notice that the enemy’s advanced guard approach- 
ed ; noisily and confidently they hurried along, without any appa- 
rent thought of an enemy, or without thinking it necessary to 
crown the heights. There was laughter and loose talk among 
itheir ranks, jokes' weire passed ^a.s to what inigh| 'aud Would :happen 
at Kangra, estimates of the pme to be gained, the booty hoarded 
in my cellars, and the strong boxes of the Mahajam ; ail this was 
divided and- allotted within my hearing ; as, from the point where 
the defile left the river, I accompanied the onward progress of the 
advance. Hanging over them, often within pistol-shot, I waited 
until the leading file had gained all but the last ascent, and had 
but a few paces more to' reach the scarped step at top, to gain 
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whicli, even if it had been iinclefended, would liare required a bold 
and active pull, even for a momitaiiieer, I had closely watched their 
progress, and at this moment gave the signal, when xip shot into 
the air a rocket ; and on the instant echoed from rode to rock x>eal 
after peal of musketry, the crash of rocks mingled with the ago- 
nized cry of hundreds closed in the cul-de-sac, not knowing which 
^vay to turn, or whither to % ; for their wliole force of eight 
thousand men having entered the defile, a small party of my men 
had closed in on them from the rear, and, according to orders, had 
spread out and kept up a heavy fire to conceal their weakness. 
Advance in front, or ascent of the rocks on either flank, was im- 
possible under such circumstances ; distracted therefore, and rush- 
ing headlong one against the other, trampling over the dying and 
the dead, the jniserabies in front| endeavoured to force their way 
backward. All the impression I had desired was mow made, my 
object was not butchery, I therefore recalled my men from the 
rear, and opening out the gorge to the enejuy, relaxed my fire 
from above. 

With dif&culty I could obtain a hearing and make known to 
the terrified Mil-men that they might now depax’t unmolested ; but 
when the voice of my herald reached their ears, I at last persuad- 
ed the leaders or their to parley with me above, while their 

troops, as a pledge against treachery kept their present ground be - 

low,/ w I, , . \ j/,;; 

Humiliated to the dust, the Rajahs, Chiefs and others of less 
note approached ; I spoke kindly and cheerily to them, told them I 
knew they were deceived and misled, and that' all I now v'anted 
front them a. pledge against further molestation. Delighted 
at my moderation, they poured out torrents of praise, and each and 
all swore to be my friends unto death. 

Shortly after daylight all arrangements were made, and by 
midday we parted, leaving detachments to look to the dying and 
the dead ; before I left, I perceived Gulabi in tfie wildest part of 
the pass, and amidst such a scene of horror there moved she along, 
scanning each face of the dead, as if searching for one she fully 
expected to find. . , - 

At speed I galloped home, with a strange choking at my throat 
and a fulness of heart that I could not account for : my success 
had been beyond my hopes,, and I had struck a blow that would 
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reiKier m j name terrible to my enemies, as well as sliew tbem 
that, though slow to anger, I could hit hard when aroused ; more- 
over from what had now occuiTed, I had nothing to fear from the 
Darhar ; so what ailed me ? Why was I sad ? I knew not, but 
pushing on my gallant steed, I entered hastily and almost alone, 
the gate of my dwelling, threw myself* off the horse and hnrriefl to 
the zanartd ; men’s faces and the general stir shewed me that 
some event bad just occurred, but I would not he stopped by the 
many officious dependants who met me on the way, and rather 
preferred to hear and see all at my own quarters* 

The zandnd was empty, neither mother nor daughter remain- 
ed, and the few affrighted servants that I found there could with 
difficulty make me understand what had* occurred. The upshot of 
which was, that long before day-break, indeed as soon as I was 
T-Veli beyond powder of hearing or seeing, the disaffected had (even 
in the absence of three of their Chiefs who were in coiffinement,) 
raised their banner, seized the magazine, and made attempts on 
the gates ; but Sohun La!, mj Naih^ was on the alert, and quick- 
ly overpowered the mutineers ; the tidings, however, of the lising, 
and of the rebels first success was carried to Mahtab with all exag- 
gerations, when she and her mother, in the terror and agony of the 
moment, ffed by the subterranean passage, taking with them but 
three trusty servants, and not waiting even long enough to pack up 
their necessary clothing, they set off, no one could tell me 'vvhither. 
Distracted and forhoding ill, I sent in all directions, hut evening 
closed, and no tidings reached me ; for days and days my best and 
trustiest >vere employed, but still I could hear nothing of the party, 
and iBj worst fears hecaine conffrmed, that they had fallen in with 
some stray bandit party, and, their rank being ascertained, had 
been carried offl 

My emissaries were despatched, wth promises of Mgh reward 
for the mere infonnation of where th6 females were confined ; and, 
half demented at my loss, I eBdeavoured to pursue my ordinary 
avocations. 

As soon as it was possibk for the news to reach Lahaiir, and re- 
plies from thence to amve,I received the following letters, the tenor 
of which alarmed and puzzled me more by their conciliatory tone, 
than had the former notes by their very different character* My 
VaqirsvrnsB. perfect specimen of its kind, ^nd opened my eyes to 


143 


PASSAGES I.V THE LIFE OF 


the character of the man ; after the usual flourishes it ran thus— « 
^Hhe SdM's head is exalted, his fame oversliadows that of ev'ery 
Sarddr; all allow it and no voice is raised against my master, for 
even the envious now see that there is no hope of injuring the 
nohle Bellasis. 

*the news, my Lord, of the attempt on Kilngra has wiped away 
all doubts from, the Maharajah s mind; he now perceives that you 
were maligned, and that those with whom my Lord was said to 
have been plotting, were in reality more his enemies than those of 
the Eq j, All is now cleared, and the Maharajah only seeks to re- 
move from my maste'r’s mind any feeling of uneasiness as to late 
occurrences ; he has therefore bestowed on myself, the humblest of 
my Lord's slaves, a khilafo^ seven pieces, and proposes, if as usual, 
he should make a progress in the direction of Kangra to visit 
my master's dwelling, and to confer every honour on him ; it 
is even talked of in the Darhdr^ that the title of E-ajah with a 
handsome Jdgir is to be bestowed, as is most justly Ms due, on 
the excellent Sdhih^ who has so gallantly defended the interests of 
the Maharajah,” You are a clumsy scoundrel, friend Suklian Lai,” 
said I to myself, “ but let me see what more you have forme,” and 
I resumedthe Arzi ^ — even the brother Bajas, who were so angry, 
are silent, or rather being convinced of my master's worth, are now 
loud m kiB praises. , . . „ 

As In duty'bohW, Ihe'faitBfhl 4i^Aes‘hie in- 

terests ; to represent nior^' wduM' he 

I thought the fellow had been playing me false and w^as now con- 
vinced of it ; having'flnished his Arzi I took up a parwdnak with 
the/^Krt scab It applauded my valour and my skill, and de- 
sired me to continue such true and faithful service, and to comfort 
myself with the assurance of favour and increased honor; it concluded 
by desiring that a contingent from my Levies should be kdzir by the 
middle of the month, as the Maharajah intended earlier than usual 
to take the field, owing to the proposed interview with the Governor- 
General of, India at Eup^.- '*^;your own presence,’^ the letter went 
on to say, fee re^if^ feuf sEouId-Aueh honour be your lot, 
you will be duly informed.. The Maharajah desires your welfare and 
honour, enoiigh has been A very affectionate scrag, in the 

old fakir's Imnd-wi^g accompanied the above, congratulating 
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me OB tlie new Mossoms that were bursting forth on the' tree of 
mj fort'Ones.” 

I threw the several doenments mdignantiy to the groniHi, with 
an 'exclamation of disgust at ■ the lying and deceitfai conduct of 
those for whom I had acted so fairly and openly. That there was 
a design to inll me into security, and that Siikhan M had entered 
into the conspiracy, I had no maimer of doubt, but what was the 
exact nature of the scheme I could not conceire. 

Without giving otfence and again openly embroiling myself, I 
could not remove my Vagil^ but I replied to his Arzi cautiously, 
and in a few wa>rds, saying, that the Maharajah judged rightly %vhen 
he looked on me as one of his faithful seiwants, and to Azizudin I 
wTote, that the flowers of loyalty on the tree of fldelitj, would 
only give place to the fruit of more perfect devotion/" 

I must now return to the field of the deli of death/" where I 
left Gulabi prying among the dead, as some demented being, scarce 
conscious of her owm vitality, or of the terrible scene around her ; 
thus, she w^as reported to have continued searching during the day, 
and to have been especially curious in examining the dresses of a 
party of Rajputs from the neighbourhood of Kiilu(^), w ho, to aman, 
were cut off in the niglit"s conflict ; she turned each corpse over 
and over, examined each feature and then with a wild cry passed 
on to another ; till at length she came to the body of a man consi- 
derably past the middle age, but still in the ranks of the soldier; 
and who, by the scars on his brow, and the deep gashes on his breast 
and shoulder, appeared on the late rencontre, to have well done the . 
soldiers part, and to have been one of thoaSe who gained the ex- 
treme point of the defile, and met .my men hand to hand. He 
was attired just as his fellows, but his arms were of better make, 
and in addition to his matchlock and talwar he woreasilver-hilted 
dagger, or rather knife, in his girdk';;. when ,Gul4hi- approached his 
corpse, it was lying with the face, 'to tie'grounfJ,’' having been 'ap- 
parently hurled fi'om the crest of^jthe defile as he led on his band ; 
the Kanekanh therefore, comTnencing her researches from the 
other direction, ^me' to it the' last /her strength was great, and 
enabled her to raise the body and turn the face upw’'ai*d, “when, ut- 
tering a piercing shiiek, she fell to the ground. Gulabi was well 
known and much liked by all ; many crowded to help the harmless, 
and, as wus thoiight,half-ititt<edeTOto*e 5 and in their rude way 
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to restore her ; when she opened her eyes, and they again fell upon 
the corpse before her, she exclaimed, ‘‘ take him away, Fre mur- 
dered and then recovering lierseif she said more quietly, 

I have killed my brother, and destroyed my father’s house ; a 
doomed wretch I have ever been, life to me has long been a bur- 
then, this day shall close my miserable career.” All tliis was mys- 
tery to her hearers, but they gathered from her that, by their dress 
she had recognized her clausfolk ; and by a mole above his right 
eye brow, she had discovered the body before her to be that of her 
brother vvhofn she had supposed to have been slain in her de- 
fence thirty years before, hut who, we afterwards ascertained, was 
only wounded on the occasion on which his sister had been, carried 
away. Why the poor creature attributed her brother s death to 
herself, I alone knew, and I was the more shocked at the sequel to 
the tragedy, for, partially recovering, and none heeding her threat 
of self-destruction, she was allowed to climb the highest clitf of 
the defile,* from whence, to the. horror of all, she threw herself head- 
long, thus terminating her unhappy careei’, and in her own delud- 
ed creed opening to herself a door of pardon for the uniiiten- 
tional guilt of her life. 

The terrible end of Gulabi was a severe blow to me ; I w^as 
saved from a sight of this last tragic scene, hut a narration of its 
circumstances was quickly brought, and it aggravated the wound 
just caused by the mysterious disappearance of Mahtab and Oban- 
dar Kowr. V' ’ ' ■ - 

GuLxiBi’s Dirge. 

Alas for the spring, that too quic!kly went byJ 
Alas for the summer, with storm slirouded sky I 
Alas for the autumn,’ that brouglit no repose t 
Alas for the winter, of heart-withering woes! ‘ 

Alas for the tree with '^ci* promising root, 

That, engrafted qn sin, brought forth possew-jous fruit ; 

1 Alas for the jight, that was kindled pti Hessen, 

But iny crime’s cursed bias*, into darkness was driven. 

Woe, woe to the spoiler, the cruel, the strong ! 

Who for villainous sport, did such tyrannous wrong ! 

His own sky shall darken, his own root decay, 

And the murdereira offspring shall destiny slay t(c) 
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NOTES. 

(a) Bellasis challenges high anfehorilles when he advocates marriage for a 
soldier; among others the highest military authority living : bat the Duke ad- 
vocated bullocks for artillery 1 So who is infallible ? After all, conveys 

very diiferent ideas to diiferent minds ; I mean a wife as she ought to be, and 
appeal to facts whether such an one has ever been a hindrance to her husband^s 
success. *' 

(&) This is a hill state, situated to the North-West of the British station, of 
Simlah, and lying along tiie Sutluj r'vild and in^cesslble, the pinnacles studded 
With forts, and the country inhabited by a bold and active race, little inclined to 
submit to any yoke* 

(c) Referring to the death of GuTab Siagh*s son, TJdam Singh, who was killed 
in the remarkable catastrophe which placed Sher Singh on the throne, ^'ew in 
India can have forgOiM^eii that, oa the death of lianjit, iu June 1830, he was suc- 
ceeded by his son iCharak Singh, a man utterly unfitted for the position, and 
who was wholly iu subjection to his own son, Nao Nihal Siogh. 

In the end of 1840, the poor cypher of a Maharajah died, whether fairly or 
aot, is not known : the court went out to the funeral solemnities, and the ambi- 
tious prince was in all the glory of his When the train re-entered the 

city of Lahaur. There was a narrow gateway, the crowd w^as great, and made a 
rush to seize the money, scattered on-:, 'such occasions among the populace. _ The 
elephant oa which Kao MihSi was ^ seated, was pushed close to the wall, the 
butkling gave way, a beam fell and 'killed both the new Maharajah and Udaiu 
ilngh, who was seated on the same elephant* - ' 
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** T/te Lion mh help from the mousey to free him from the net he has got 
none so blind as those that wont see,— “ as the cold of snow in the time of haruesty 
** so is a faithful messenger to them that send himyfor he refrBhetk the soul of his 
inasters^'** ■' ' ■ ■ . ■ 


— — One pursued by yell and blow, 

Still treads the shadow of his foe, 

And forward bends bis head.” , 

Cohrldge, 

*< And burry, burry, off they rode, 

As fast, as fast m%ht be*^ 

Spurned from the courser^s thundering heels, 

The dashing pebbles dee t 

V * * * * * 

And forward, forw'ard, on they go. 

High snorts the straining steed I 

' trbipb pants the rld«tV habpfwting brwth* . . , ^ 

Ab, headlong, on they , 

Sooit 

What shall we do, Azizadm ? eh faqzrji / speak plaiulj.^ 
and let me have none of jour half and half counsel/' 

Thus spoke MAarajah Ranjit Singh to his most coizfidential 
servant, on the 16th August 1831, not many weeks after the occur- 
rence of the events narrated in mjlast ; the ansTjer given hj the Se- 
cretary was, as usual, canny though sensible ; he said, quickly but 
respectfullv, the friends of the darha^ are the poor fagir^s friends, 
^nd ybui: highness's enemies are mine, hut it need not be told that 
I always loVed the farm^L** ■ Thus much' he said, and looked 
hastily romid as if he thought there might be listeners, and then 
i more slowly and lowly continued ; I am hut ^faglr^ and the 
Raja is a rich man, powerful, ahd able i what can your highness'«. 
slave do in opposition to Mb will 
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Yes, it is exactly as I thaught,” replied R^anjit, ‘‘ Fm feat 
second Iiere ; "tis tlie Dogra Raja wfeo ruletli at Liliaiir, the old 
Siklx is a tool in feis hands ; the son and grandson of a king is 
to fee bearded in his own. darhar fej this upstart minion — tell me 

does your fear of him exceed your gratitude to me V* 

My life is welcome as a sacrifice on my Lord’s behalf ; speak 
but the >vord and thy slave will this instant throw himself into a 
>Yell, or otherwise devote himself for the king and master of his 
heart/’ 

Yes faqiry I do not distrust you, but there is an undue 
leaning on your part towards these liajas^ be it from love 
or fear the effect is the same, and is inost inconvenient to 
my service, preventing access to my presence^ and hindering 
in many ways the transaction of bnsiness ; listen to me, I 
know the power and the address of these creatures of my own 
upraising, and I so little love contention that I -^vili not disturb 
them — that is, if they let me alone— but fey the favour of Sri Pu- 
rakji, Fli fee master in my own kingdom, and 111 e’en defend 
those of my servants who serve me faithfully, and not aliow them 
to be trampled on — Beliasis shall be recalled from Kangra ; that 
neighbourhood is now too hot for him ; but he is a good soldier 
and an honest man ; well give him a clearance of his accounts, 
after the Eupar and put Min into some other lioiiorabie 

post: — ^mind not a hair of his head shall be touched, 

his safety shall be your responsibility/’ 

The Maharajah quite warmed as he thus spoke, and Azi^udln 
seeing him so earnest, and having really no ill will towards my- 
self, but merely going witji the current against me, replied, Bu 
(Jluiskm^ the royal pleasure is mandate enough for the Faqir ; 
but iio^v does yoUr Highness pmpose to remove Beliasis ? he is 
firm,, nay obstinate, ,and he hi|s^ a peremptory order to yield oMy to 
your Majesty/’ _ ; 

Neither need he, order the preparations to fee made ; we’M take 
Ajit Singh'.and Attar Singh Sundhan wallas,* let also Cols. Odani Singh 
and Ali Baksh fee warned to attend with their battalions ; we will 
move towards Khangra with the liew moon, and return to Amritsir 
in time for the Daserak i give the necessary orders on both matters, 
let it be generally understood that every jaffirdar witir ins mea 
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at arms'must attend fully equipped, and with ail possible display, 
preparatory to proceeding to Eupar/" 

Your Highness’s orders shall be obeyed,” replied the faqi}\ 
%vho had scarcely finished the sentence before Eaja Dhyan Singh 
entered, and was as cordially as usual received by Prince and 
secretary. His quick eye, however, at once told him, all was not 
right, and though the Maharajah’s countjenance was unreadable, 
the undue ofiiciousncss of faqir shewed to the powerful minis- 
ter that the supple moslem had been tripping. Quietly, however, 
he introduced his budget, and having discmssed more confidential 
matters, proposed to the Maharajah to move to the darhar. 

The debates of that day, I understood, were more than usually 
noisy ; an eaves- dropper had heard part of the conversation of 
the Khihat, and had retailed it with exaggerations to some of the 
Sardars, opposed in heart to the Eaja : when therefore the afiairs 
of Kangra were brought on the tapis, there were more than the 
usual number of voices in favour of the foreign officer, and even the 
Faqir^ backed by the echo of other tongues, declared his confi- 
dence in my integrity. Eaja Dhyan Singh set down the Faqir, who 
quailed before him, but not so Jamadar Khushiyal Singh, who, 
thoroughly hating the man that ousted him from the first place in 
the counsel, omitted no safe opportunity of thiuisting at the Eaja 
and his party ; the friends of the Bkau joined in the wordy war, 
and 'the Maharajah as wm'” thfe 

quite lost his uneasiness of the morning in the pleasure and excite- 
ment of the sparring before him. 

When the Maharajah considered that enough had been said, 
afid opinions, sufficiently ffisclosed, he turned the subject to that of 
the approaching festival, questioned the Sardars as to the 
state of their troops, asked if their numbers were complete, and 
their arms and accoutrements all in good order ; the commandants 
of the different Top Khawas at Laheur were called to the pre- 
sence; each closely questioned as to any deficiencies, and told that 
they would be held responsible for the appearance of their batteries 
Aym^ttnTi where they would be inspected and put through the 
manoeuvres that they would have to perform at Eopar ; practice 
at the target was also enjoined* so that they should make a good 
the English. 
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The above was all duly reported to me, but not by my own 
’ Vaqil ; for having ceased to trust him, I relied less upon Ms re- 
ports, than onwdiat I gathered from other quarters. I heard also that 
there was considerable excitement at Lahaur, and that although 
Eaja Bhyan Sing was the mainspring of all measuresj was the mi- 
nister of the interior, the head of the council, and the commander- 
in-chief, yet there were not wanting voices to murmur against the 
grasping prcpensities of him and Ms fnends ; and I was led to be- 
lieve that at this time there were many at court who w^ould have 
readily joined in any w^ell-devised outbreak against his authority ; 
but the fact was, that the Maharajah was so surrounded by the 
creatures of his minister, and was so dependant on him in ail the 
concerns of Government, that he could not even, if he would, shake 
him oiF ; and was, therefore, obliged silently to put up with the 
domineering Va.zi'}\ only occasionally hauling Mm up in open *' 
darhdr^ when he very much exceeded the bounds of moderation 
in the exercise of his deputed authority* 

The communications from the Darhdr to my address at this 
time were flattering and conciliatory to the highest degree I was 
told that His Highness w^ould probably visit Kangra and take me 
■with Mm to Eupar, where my skill and address, it was expected, 
w’^ould gjiin for myself fresh honoum, and do credit to the Sikh Go- 
vernment and the Euler's dis<?emment. Soft w^ords turn away 
wrath, and in truth they were not lost upon me ; but my heart was 
not now at Kangva, and I cared no longer to rule its destinies ; 
the events of the last few months had both altered my views, and 
deadened tlie aspirations that I had been enthusiastic enough to 
indulge in, regarding my charge. I began to see the folly of 
hoping to effect any thing permanent on a shifting sand, such as 
was the Government I served ; and my eyes suddenly opened to 
the impossibility of one man working out the plans that I had de- 
sired for my principality; I saw too, that their gieatest success 
could only save the sMp from wreck dming my own life or that of 
Eanjit Singh ; and that on the bouiversenient that -wouid take place 
on Ms death, my improvements and reformations would only mark 
my people and Government for more signal spoliation ; to be per- 
haps, as Sarhind or Lahiur, an object to be pointed at, to mark by 
its desolation the ^ra of some great event. 

My heart -was, besides, &r from being in my employment and 
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wliile I sliould have been inspecting mj works, and examining nif 
accoiintSj my thoughts were with her I had lost, devising schemes 
for her recovery, mid racking my brain as to where she could he 
concealed, what the cause of her silence, whether the whole party 
had been cut off, or bad met with captivity worse than death. 

While I w^as one day pacing the ramparts in such thoughts, the 
sounds of a fell upon iny ear; caring little for instrumental 
rrmsic, and indeed scarcely knowing one tune from anotlier, I pass- 
ed, more than once, three blind old musicians, who, ensconced in 
an open tower, were vigorously plying away at their strings ; sud- 
denly, however, one of them struck up a song, the words of which 
thrilled through my soul, and drew me quickly to the spot. 

The Sun has set mid clouds afar, 

“ Why shines not then my evening star ? 

TIte night clouds gather round my tower, 

“ Where is the lamp for Mahtab Kowr ? 

*''' Star of my heart, arise \ arise t 
** Light up thy Mahtal/s evening skies ! 

, , Lamp of my soul, return, return ! 

* And in thy Mahtdb’s presence burn V* 

It was a song that my sweet girl had often warbled ; many a 
time had the \v'orcIs reproached me, when I heard them from her 
plaintive voice, as I approached her to\vcr ; and now I thought 
what a fool I had been to lose one opportunity of enjoying her so- 
ciety, while, yet in mj reach, ^aiid^ wondered how I could ever 
allowed my cautiou so far to controul tne, her d' shadow 

of reason for complaining of my absence. 

Disengaging myself from the few followers that attended my 
step% I saurdered towards the musicians, and in one, despite of his 
as^imed hlindn^, I xeco^zed Akiim Khan MuitAni, the Jama- 
dar in whose charge I had placed my affianced bride ; at the sound 
of jnj voice, the man looked up, but suddenly recollecting himself, 
shewed, as before, two apparently sightless orbs ; strikinguphowever, 
in a different measure, he sang as follows : — 

There is a bird, "that slugs by night, , 

And there is a flower, that shuns the light, 

’And words tbgre are, that may "aot be said. 

Till the midnight oiottds o’er the sky are spread.’’ 

More meant than meets tiht thought I, as I looked hard at 
the ^jpomsician, and timn turned away and joined my followers. 
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After some tedious Komrs of remaioiug day, I sent a trusty servant 
to bring AkrAm Kk^ii to mj presence. 

11ns was a task tliat required a little adroitness, But mypes^/i'^ 
Midmat soon suggested a plan, By w'Bich tlie Multani was to be 
introduced as an express from Laliant. Kow attired as a Sikli,- 
and %\dtli all the swagger and blaster of the Khdlm soldier, my 
madar entered, tlirew down his packet and seated himself on the 
carpet ; I desired the attendants to withdraw, wdien my companion, 
raising himself Irotn the door and stretching out his hands, begged 
forgiveness for his unwonted ^ustakhL “ "Where is she, Ak- 
rdm V* was my reply. 

“ Safe as yet my Lord.^' 

Y ou torture me, man, by jom* delay, tell me whi^re ymu left 
the lady, and how you dare to shew yourself without your charge/" 
“ Pardon your servant my Lord, but Akram Khan has not 
eaten your salt to neglect yout orders, or to Betray his tiust f ' 
and, opening the breast of his wrapper, he shewed me a deep 
and still unhealed scar on his chest, “ tliis wound, kkudmcand^ 
was gained in your semce, in protecting the ladies ; and it is By 
their order and on their errand I now stand before you/' 

“ I was hasty my friend, but tell me all.*" 

“ In few words it shall Be done, my Lord ; we had no 
sooner cleared the suBtemnean passage and emerged into the 
open country beyond Kdagi’a, than, night as it still was, we 
could perceive more than one party of horsemen hovering around ; 
one 'troop of a dozen passed close by us, but shewing a bold front, 
and one of ns before and one on either side of the ladies, we gave 
the “ uraA and hastily swept by ; less fortunate how’evern v.w$ 

our next rencontre; for, trying to pass a similar party in like cavalier 
manner, just m the day dawned, the leader hxed^is keen eye on 
my comrade Jenghk Kh^ and .yoayed ovl\ “ they are not Singhs, 
but sags of moslems, ^nd they h|tye women with them ; have at 
them my men.” The; yofea was one 1’ knew, and the eye was not 
unfamiliar, but before I could collect my thoughts or detemiine the 
qiiestion as to his identit}^, round wheeled the squad ; we were 
three, the enemy w'ere twelve, >ye were moreover encumbered with 
our charge. The two ladies however shewed little symptom of 
• fear, except urging on their steeds and as by our rapid sweep past 
the enemy, we had gtiiiied fifty yards on them, before their leaders 
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sliorfc pariey with himself, told him to wheel and follow, I had 
strong hopes of escape, with our hard and welhfed cattle, from the 
small, half starved nags of the enemy. Desiring my comrades to 
continue the retreat, hut at a gentler pace, I drew up my owm good 
horse and facing him round to my pursuers, stood as steady as a 
rock, to receive as it were their charge ; astonished at my boldness, 
every man drew rein, and, taking advantage of tlie opportunity,. 
I discharged my matchlock at their leader when within twenty 
yards of me, and sent him rolling on the plain ; the whole party 
poured in a volley in return, but so hastily, and without aim, that 
a graze on my, knee was the only consequence ; and under cover 
of the smoke, I turned round and at ' speed folio wed my friends, 
who slackening their pace, allowed me to overtake them, when my 
two companions, played the same game I had done and with equal 
success, each bringing down a man, but not without each of them- 
selves carrying away a wound. We were however now less un- 
equally matched, we were still three, they but nine ; we, flushed 
■with our success, their ardom' somewhat damped ; the odds ho>v- 
ever were still too great for us to attempt resistance : we therefore 
pushed along, keeping the ladies always a little in advance, and 
occasionally one or all of us delivering oxxr fire, and, without inter- 
rupting our retreat, reloading oim matchlocks. Thus for a fall 
hour, and over good eight of country, we had fled, atid were 
now within view of a Gtark% tho KillaMr o#' which was my 
friend, and wotdd have gladly sheltered us. The young Bant was 
still boldly urging on her horse, but the lady mother's courage or 
strength began to fail ; and, unable to keep up her flagging horse, 
she fell behind ; 1 cheered her, shewed her the haven at hand, but 
all would not avail, and as on her account we were brought neaxdy 
to a stand, and thus aflforded a better mark, a volley was poured hi 
by our pursuers that brought to the ground one of my comrades, 
and the horse of Chanda Koivr. I seized the rein of her daughter's 
hoiiso and urged him on, but she bade me desist, and declared she 
would not leave her mother. All hope was now lost of eflecting 
our object ; though I might ' .with ease have '%aved myself, I' 
preferred to die. in defence 'of those whose salt I had eaten ; throw- 
xRg myself therefore from my horse, and lifting the Kowr from 
her's, I dragged the two tired horses back the few paces to where 
lay the old lady, entangled beneath her dying steed. With % 
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dfeatli UoW-riglit and left, I brought our own twio good nags to the 
granncl ; taj surnving comrade ^l|fw Ms, and from their bodies^ 
'we formed a sort of rampart/^ 

yon not at once come to the point, and tell me where 
the ladies are f " I exclaimed impatiently. If my Lord will 
give me his ear for a moment longer, all shall be knoTO/' I 
was in his hands, and knowing how impossible it is to get 
some people to tell anytliing in any way but their own, I bade 
him proceed. My master will not care to hear how Akrain KbaJi 
was rescued ; how, attracted by the firing, mj friends from the fort 
came up in time to see the dastard Sikhs carry away the ladies, 
and to save myself from bleeding to death ; both my comrades were ■ 
quite dead, and for a time I was thought so, but youth and a good 
constitution saved me, and saving* this scar and this, and these 
t^vo gunshot wounds, I'm not the worse,*' (baaing as he spoke his 
breast, arm and thigh). For twenty days I was Manik Chand's 
guest ; he told me that his Sawar^ had followed the tracks of the 
ravishers to the fort of Baj-ke-knt, some miles north of Jamu/' 
The brothers again,*' groaned I, and so I thought, but pro- 
' need Mahd/* 

As. soon m , I could more,' 1 dlsgulse4' myself asu min- 
strel, and jealous as are the warders, and difficult as is all access, I 
soon found a corner in the very dwelling of the EItjas. My sitar 
■was not idle, and my Lord knows that Akrain Khan*s hand is 
good for more than the bridle or talmar. I soon learnt where the 
two ladies were confined, and had even one brief interYiew, and at- 
tempted another, but failing, I nearly paid the penalty of my life ; 

I therefore thought it was better to risk no more, but to take to my 
lord the welcome intelligence that the ladies are safe, and honoura- 
bly treated/* 

Theh why this mystery,' manf What the meaning of all this 
mountebank pamphemalm. lad, good Aelvs to bring, why 
delay or hesitate in delivering it f* 

As Tve said, my lord, I was nearly detected ; and indeed it 
did become known that Akram Khan in disguise, was acting the 
fiddler in the Eaja s garden'; to prevent pnrsuit, thereipre, and 
Ml suspicion, I left part of my raiment, and made such other shew 
as to let it appear that I had thro>Yn inys«lf into the river and w'as 
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dro^’niecl. For the same imson my lord, I iBiast amt now appear 
in my own person, or it ivoi^Id bring danger not only on myself, 
but OB my master, and on the ladies he would save* Tbe Raja 
is a terrible man, my lord, his spies are every where, they may now 
be watehing us."" 

Let them/" replied I, “ ay, let them tabe my defiance to their 
master."" Not so my loi'd ; forgive me, Init must he prudent, I 
have friends in the fort, and the two ^)/md i*d^ls that you sa^v with 
me ai*e staunch men and true ; leave the matter to us, and we will ef- 
fect by stratagem what ten thousand men could not do hy force, 
nay what the Maharajah in his might could not effect."" 

“ Let it he so, j\kram, and remember that when yoiiVe released 
the ladies, all that I have is youris, you may for ever command me."" 

“ My master is liberal anil^iiid, but Aki am Khan's w^ants are 
few, a good horse and a fair maidan^ and he is a happy man."" 

“ Good my friend, you may live to see enough of battle, and 
the best blood of Arabia and Tartary shall be at your bidding — but 
tell me Akram is Raj-ke-kota the place of strength we hear ? Does 
it e<[ual Kaiigra 

“ Equal Kangra ! my lord jests with his seiwant : true I 
saw but little of Raj-ke-kote, /yet it was epough to shew how im- 
pregnable is its position, and that man has done for it alniost as 
much as nature* The rock, isolated s^ill more than that of Kan- 
gra, has more ample resources, is approachable only by means of 
baskets or ropes, let over a tremendous precipice ; it is then brist- 
ling with guns, manned by European deserters, and is garrisoned 
by hill-men and the Rajah"s choicest troops. The Maharajah has 
never seen the place, and Dhyan Singh will take care he never 
does.""* /. ;■ ' 

A formidable place indeed, but tell me, my friend, do you 
know w'hat shells are ? Could they not turn out tlie ra sepals “ I)o 
I not IB}’- lord ?(^) Was 1 not one of the few that with old Diarani 
cut their way through the farangis ranks at Ilatras, and have wo 
not reason to know” what shells are ? But the case is here very dif- 
ferent;, and not all the shell-throwing guns in Hinclustan could ma- 
terially the comfort of the garrison of Raj-ke-kgte ; it is as 
many kos in eket^it as ICSagra.is qadmm.** 

I mmt go myself, Akram; you look averse to the measure, but 
indeed I must."" 
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Impossible, mj lord ; you would only ruin the sdieme ; your 
abse?iee from Kangm would at once he known, and even if not, you 
could never disguise yourself from the keen glances of tlie Raja’s 
followers.” You are right my fuend/^ and, after a little more par- 
leying, and again assuming his Sikh demeanour, my Multani 
proudly ’viithdre w. 

Lost in anxious thought, I meditated on my blasted hop^s, and 
on the nest of hornets among whom I had ensnared myself ; in the 
midst of my cogitations, a real messenger from Luhaur arrived with 
important tidings, which sluiii be told in my own words. 

After the usual taslunaf he told me that there had boon a very sud- 
denoutbreak among the soldiery at the capital, they refused to march 
or to prepare to march before their arreiirs ^vere paid up. The 
gurchuras^ my lord, were most violent, and cut down their officers ; 
throughout the regiments and paltcms there was one cry for the 
blood of the Mumkis(h\ who, my lord knows, are the pay-masters, 
or ratiier muster-miisters of the troops- ; tind though some innocent 
men have perished , many a iked of rapine and extortion has been 
avenged ; and if no other good he elfected by the present tumults 
they will make future commandants £yid pay distributers more 
careful as to the portion of their soldiers pa-y,^ that they approgri* 
ate. Did all our authorities take example from my master these 
scenes could never occin. All Lahaur is in a fever, shops are 
shut, and the moneyed men are in terror of their lives, or at least 
of spoil and dishonor. The Maharajah has shewn great spirit as 
well as his usual discretion ; he has promised r-edress and clearance 
of arrears, but has declared that, though he pardons the past, he will 
clip the noses and ears of all futui'e ohenclers ; should matters take 
a worse turn thy servant will again petition, these few words bemg 
given in ail haste.” Another broil ! blood 1 blood, 1 how true is it 
that who slieddeth man’s Hood, hy man shall his Mood be shed !” 
and I, tried to turn from thcfimkening subject, but little besides 
Raj-ke-kote and Lahaur entered my thoughts that iiiglit, and less 
®f sleep &li on my eyelids. 
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notes. 



(a) The sioge of Hatras 5s a tale familiar to Indian ears ; it wag a sketch in 
Ijord Hastings’ beat style, which was bold and decided, seldom requiring to be 
re-touched. It was once upon a time— (not now, oi’ courjje,)— the practice of 
the English to send a single regiment with a couple of guns, or periiaps even a 
wing with one gun, to capture a strong fortress j a practice that frequently in« 
volved a' failure in the first attack, the necessity of sending in tiie second instance, 
a much stronger force than would at first have done the work, with great need- 
less expenditure of life, time, and treasure. Or, if the first small party succeed- 
ed in taking the place, the gamson generally escaped. Lord Hastings prohibit- 
ed single guns being ever, on any pretext, detached, and strenuously urged the 
policy of never sending a force so small as to invite repulse. 

(h) The system obtaining in the civil administration of the PanJab, by which 
every offence has its fixed price, has gradually crept into the army ; fines are im- 
posed on the soldier for military offences, or for leave given and taken without 
reference to the Command^r-in-Chwft (when there is such an authority) j the 
Commanders of divisions and brigades are seldom disturbed in their arrange- 
snenfs, and they put the finances of their regiments into the hands of Persian 
w riters, frequently low intriguing fellows. These men having the accounts en- 
tirely in their own hands, and the pay being frequently nearer twenty-four 
months than twelve in arrears, csan plunder the soldier to an enormous degree* 
and, at the time, probably with impunity. But the day of reckoning comes ; 
in any military tumult, the Munshis aretbe fir^t victims, and many a life is 
paid the forfeit for iormer «3ttorllqn% ’ ' ' 
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Mellasis, giving ilte fish he is angling for a sudden jerk, breaks fite line and 
■ loses the prize^ — The v)rath of a king u as messengers of death, but a loise man wilt 
pacifg iifi ■ ■ 


"He tliat is soon angr^ dealeth foolishly.’^ 

^ Heaviness in tlie lieart of a man maketh it stop.” 

Seest thou a man diligent in, bis business ? He shall stand before hings.” 

. Bohtnon^ 

** Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to 
mingle strong drink t Who justify the wicked for r»?ward, and taka'a^’^ay-tbe 
'righteousness of the righteous from 'him r Therefore as the dre devoureth the 
Stubbles and the dame consnmeth tlie chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, 
and tleir blossom shall go up as the dust.” 

Isaiah, 

It wa-s all I could dp to forbear accompanjiBg Akram K^kaiij 
tat 1 saw that mj owii presence would ouij rain my hopes ; har- 
ing a thousand times enjoined courage and prudence, with a heavy- 
heart, I sent Mm away. I had no doubt of either his bravery or 
fidelity : and he knew me well enough, to he sure, that the richest 
reward in my 'power would seem' m my eyes, small, 'for the man 
who should restore Mahtab -.KoWr; 

To avoid m^ue, I i^d'imt'send any letter by Akram Khan, 
hut on his .approach to the place of ,Mahta1;>% imprisonnient, he, was 
to re-assume the disguise of a minstrel ; and by heciiicnt repetition 
I had taught liim a song, which he was to sing in her heaaing, to 
the same familiar air wMch had .already caught niy attention. 

" Buly.as-eveBiugVfioar reluru®, 

Tby constant star, j»y MSbtab burns ; 
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But where the fountain, pure and bright, 

To image back its steady light ? 

Oft as night spreads he# curtain damp, 

Love lights up memory's faithful lamp j 
But oh, it shews, and not dispels. 

Tile gloom that in rny bosom dwells.” 

Happily for me, my miacl was not allowed leisure f o prey on 
itself, during the sul>sequeat interval of suspense : the very evening, 
of Aknmi Khan^s departure, as I paced the ramparts, following 
liim in thought, and weighing, for the ten thousandth time, my own 
liopes and fears^ I was interrupted by the approach of mj Naifj. 
He made his sidute, and as he seemed to have something to say, 
I beckoned him nearer, 

Weil Bohmi Lai, what is your news 

Does the Su/db remcmuer the shoe that we found wheft 
Chand Khan was murdered 

“ Do I not ? what'of it now V* 

I think I have got the fellow to it/' 

What 1 and old Earn Singh ? Hare you caught him V* 

No, 8aMh^ I have no news of hiin, nor do I think he was 
cbncenied in the murder ; it was Bhup Singh who committed it, 
I am sure/' 

My readers may perhaps remember that after the attempt to 
murder soon after my frivol at Kdngrt, when I soaty|ic4H 
Kand Sin^h for the crime, Ms brother was the ruMan who fired at 
me from the ranks and wounded me, and that I arrested the ven- 
gence my troops were indined to take, dismissing the man without 
injury. After my recovery my inind w^as so engrossed uith other 
subjects, that this rascal, (Bhup Singh by name,) never entered 
my thoughts, but now that hk name was suggesteKl, I at once ac- 
<3uiesced in the probability of his being concerned in Olidiid Khan's 
munier. I desired Sohun Lai to proceed, and the substance of his 
communication was as follows : — 

your gholam and Ali Verdi Khan have often talked 
ov«jr that Moody business ; we wondered how such a dagha-haz as 
Sukhun Lai had succeeded Dh^nd Khan as your Vaqii at the 
darhdr^ nor were we ignorant of the Jealousies there entertained 
against my master. You look angry, my lord, that your servants 
should thus talk of your affairs, but. if men have eai's and tongues. 
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the Maharajali liimself caimt)t prevent tlieir using tliera. Tlie 
Multam said one day, I wonder what is become of Blmp Singh !’* 

Gone to Lalite I suppose/* said I, without much thiiiklng. 

If so/* replied Ali Verdi^ it is for no good to our master.” 

I had no particular reason for what I had said, but inj owm 
words afterwards recurred to me, and I wrote on the subject to one 
I knew^ at Lahaun Your servant, my lord, is hound not to dis- 
close his frieTid*s name, but 1 wili stake my life on the truth of Ms 
intelligence/* 

Here I could hardly forbear inteiTupting Sohun Lai. I had 
been harassed into an irratibility that at times I could scarcely con- 
trol, and the mysterious ascendancy that a foi'eigner holds over 
the Natives of India, insensibly nourishes a domineering spirit, 
that we are ourselves hardly aware of till it encounters some oppo- 
sition. I checked myself however, fediTig.that I could not justly 
punish my Naih for being faithful to his wtp : and perhaps a lit- 
tle sw'ayed by knowing the independence of his character, and 
that if "l did not choose to take the information, as lie choose to 
give it, he wmuld unhesitatingly walk off. It was with intense in- 
terest that I listened to the rest of his tale ,. 

My lord is doubtless aware that while ChAiid Khan sup- 
posed himself safe in his secret pranks, he was completely in the 
power of Baja Dhyan Singh, wLo can pay higher for inforniatiou 
than any other man at Lahaur, and therefore knows more. He 
w^as ahvays anxious to get my master out of his road, and if jSTand 
Singh was not openly encouraged by him, in what he did, at least 
he knew ^ that the death of my lord w^ouid not displease the Raja. 
Bhup Singh hastened back to Lahaur when he left Khngr4, and 
communicated with the Baja through Sukhun Lai, likewise a 
mere tool of the great 'man's. It w’as but a btuigiing .scheme they 
laid, in detennining on the murder of ChAnd Khan, that the blame 
might hill on my master* Sukhun Lai had reasons of his own 
for wishing to get the MultAni out of the way, however, and 
Bhup Singh was just in that state, thirsting after blood, and hard- 
ly restrained by his employers from fulling directly upon the 
that he was glad to flesh his sword on one whose death would cer- 
tainly give my lord distress, and probably bring him into danger. 
It was in the disguise of .a Banniak that Bhup jSingh first gained 
admission, and leaimed th§ §po.t'of 'Chsiid Khan's confinement/* ■ 
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Here I could not repres^s myself any longer, and I 

exclaimed, did he eater that night ? How did he carry of old ^ 
Earn Siftgli ? Which among my men is the traitor — speak you 
mmuMtimm r 

** My lord, what is the use of this violence ? Your sesrvaat 
toil ail be can, but he must rake Ms owu time.” 

'' You had 'better speak,” I answered, in great aaiger ; if you 
refuse to give me full iafonnation, you sbaii be put in irons, and 
punished as a rraitor ; ay, both you and o\Ii Y erdi Khan.” 

“ Tlie Sakih can do as he.pleases, the Multdni knows nothing 
of wliat I have been telling, and I iviil not say one word beyond 
what I had fist intended.” 

I was ashamed of myself, and felt how I was lowered in my 
deputy's eyes by this violence ; as therefore I could not compose 
myself at the moment^'^I dismissed Sohun Lai, saying— I will 
hear the^ rest to-moiTow, enough for this time.” He withdrew in 
silence, scarcely even making a mlam. 

When alone, I reproached myself bitterly for the violence I had 
shewn, and felt that I had thus perhaps closed the only door by 
which I could obtain tidings of a point I had much at heart, and 
even, as my restless flincy suggested, possibly connected with wha’t 
lay nearest my soul. These brothers !” thought 1, whence 
hSvi^ i:het ? . Is there no 'escaping their toii^ ? Am I but a 
fly, caught in the net they have woven round, me, and are they 
watching my struggles till they find it convenient to pounce on 
their victim ? iny treasure even now in their grasp ?” And 
these thoughts almost overwhelmed me. 

re on in. restless anxiety; exhausted by mental 
confict, I found it some relief to listen to a storm that was gather- 
ing outside, and to watch the lightning fashing into mj room, 
%vhieh was only lighted by a small oil lamp, standing on the top of 
a tali, slender brass tripod. While I lay tossing from side to side, 
striving to fasten my ^ thoughts on the elemental strife without, I 
heard the sentry who paced outside my chamber, challenge some 
one who approached. 

■ An express from the Maharajah'S' feamp,” was the reply,- ''Mid 
themw^nger was ushefed into’ my presence. I opened thepMiket 
'&e first e&closui-e Lsaw to be from Sukhuu flung 
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away in disgust : the .nest was fiom thefaqir^ and I laid it down 
to decjpher at leisure, while I read the third document, a parma- 
nilh from the Mfiharajah, desiring that all might be ready for his 
reception at K-^ngra on the third day from that which was now 
dawning. Before issuing the necessary orders, I perused Aaiz- 
u-diif s communication. * 

To the asylum of exaltation and nobility, the support of mag- 
nihceiice and valour, Coioiiei Bellasis ; — May he be digiiihed by an 
increase of royal distinctions. The Maharajah has commanded the 
poor to comniunicate to his favoured servant Colonel Beiiasis, 
the satisfaction felt in the sublime mind by his faithful guardian- 
ship of K^ngra. But as his Highness desires to see his newly 
raised troops in perfect discipline, he intends for a season to remove 
his trusty servant, and to employ him in preparing the troops for 
the interview that is to take place at liupar, with the English Lord 
Sakih. Kdngi’a will, for the present, be again held by its former 
Governor, and as soon as the Maharajah can spare his faithful and 
esteemed servant Bellasis from duties in the held, he will be at li- 
' berty to return to his charge/' 

I felt a choking at my throat as I read this announcement of 
the royal will ; often as I had desired to be relieved of my charge, 
and full of painful 'associations as EAngra no w was to me, I felt a 
WTencli in separating myself &om it. It was consoiataxy, however, 
to find that the fortress was not to fall into the immediate power of 
the brother Eajas, and I also had a vague hope that in my mov- 
ings I might learn some tidings of Mahtab Kowr. And then, with 
unspeakable disgust, I took up the arzi of my Vaqil^ and read it, 
feeling all the time as if my hands and eyes >vere contaminated by 
the touch and sight of such a perfidious TOetcFs writing. After 
a preface of more than usual adulation, Sukhun Lai went on to 
3a j ; — « Youi‘ Excellency's servant watches Ms m.ast^r*s ' interests 
with the same unslumbering vigilance. Ihe disturbances mention- 
ed in my last arm were soon quelled by the decision of the Ma- 
harajah, and your slave accompanied the royal train when it left 
Laluuir. Through his Excellency's good fortune, we have proceed- 
ed prosperously so far on our road to K^igra. Eeports have 
reached yonf well wishers that the ' Maharajah designs to terminate 
my lord's prosperous reign, but those who know the ^cthih^s mizaj] 
mamot suppose for a moment that he- will be 'displaced tamely, and 
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tliej rejoice in thinldng that the attachment of his troops makes 
him too powerful for the Maharajah to wish for any misunder- 
standing with him. Enough has been said.” 

I tore the paper into fragments and dung it exclaiming, 

a clumsy tool Bhyan Singh has got I Can he imagine by such a 
poor contrivance to urge me into disobedience and ambition ? He 
will not get me out of the way so easily,” J then prepared my 
answer to the darhar, despatched it, and made the necessary ar- 
rangements for His Highness' arrival. In the midst of these em- 
ployments, Sohun LaVs conversation of the preceding evening w^as 
continually recurring to my mind. He was as usual in his place, 
prompt, steady, energetic, but no words past except on his owm 
immediate business; pride and shame wnthheld me from referring 
to any other subject, and he shewed no sign of remembering o\n' 
interview. When evening came, I was feverishly impatient for 
some communication with my Waih, and as time wore on without 
bringing him, I was about to swallow my pride, and summon him 
to my presence : but then J remembered that by this time he was 
probably sunk in the periodical oblivion to which he subjected Mm- 
seif by intoxication. Exhausted and unhappy, I lay down, and 
fell asleep, 

On the day appointed, the royal cortdge made, its appearance, 
and I certainly did feel some reward for my adherence to my word, 
when the Maharajah himself approached the gate, and obtained 
entrance only by going through the formalities he had himself pre- 
scribed. See faqirji ! I have one servant at any rate who 
obeys my commands,” said Banjit as he entered. Then calling 
me to sit on the farmh near him, he said in an encouraging tone, 

BelasiSj this is the best day's work you have done yet. I must 
have you awhile with me in the field, but you shall soon come back 
to EAngra, and in the mean time old Dandawr Singh will faithful- 
ly hold his former post.” I bowed submission to the royal man- 
date ; and, at any other time, I should have felt gratified as Eanjit 
personally inspected the district under my charge, and expressed 
his wonder and surprise at the aspect it wore. "" This cannot be 
prepared for shew,” said he to those around him, as he rode through 
the spacious itreets and well supplied bazars, I wish Eash- 
' mir had been.in such hands.” A I6ok passed between the bro- 
- thei^'Dhyln ahd Gultb binghi and Khnshiy 41 Singh opujid barely 
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seem not to Iiear^a speecli tlmt implied such ceasure ,oe Hmself. 
Aziz-adH'ii, who always tried to keep the peace (perhaps afraid that 
Yiolent altercations might bring to light secrets that were as well 
withheld from the royal ear,) now pnt in his word, the asylum 
of the Universe probably remembers Wadipoor/' Ay/^ said 
Eanjit langaing, when I was expected to arrive in the evening 
and set out the next morning, my viceroy ran np long Hues of 
katcha walls,, with painted doors* and had these//^2^.i? streets 
iHuminated, so that we seemed passing tlirongh extensive hazim^ 

It happened that I halted next day and discovered the trick ; I 
made him forthwith pay down as much money as it would have 
cost to build the real houses, and some of these days 111 take a 
peep to see how they get on/' 

I smiled, as in duty bound, but my thoughts were elsewhere; 
Sohun Lai sedulously avoided any but official intercourse with me* 
and I thought it useless to urge him to disclosures while the cloud 
was on his brow. 

One day I was summoned to a private interview with the Ma« 
harajah, the faqir alone being present ; Eanjit was evidently ner- 
vously anxious as to the figure he and his troops should cut before 
the English, and he questioned me earnestly on my opinion* 

** Tell me/' he said, “ tell me Beilasis, do you think these faringis 
would face my men, if it came to a fight ? You look disconcerted, 
but you ought to know enough of me to under stand that, when I 
ask an opinion I want one ; not a mere echo of my own words/* 

I was, and could not help appearing a good deal taken aback : I 
was averse to offend, and did not see how I could reply without 
touching the Maharajah on the most tender point. But I stuck to 
my principle, and replied sincerely ''that I did not think his army 
could successfully confront one with European discipline." 

, ' " But why, Beilasis ? see^ my guns— look, at- my 'Infantry— ^ 
count my Cavalry — and thea measure the numbers of these fa* 
ra7igu/" 

" Your Highness' servant wishes well to the Khaim, and to 
the Government whose salt he eats, but he answers honestly, and 
says what: he 'thinks." 

Tiieii tell me, man, why you think so ? Fear not, speak out." 

" I may be' wrong, but there mre many reasons-; the Buropeam 
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have superior discipline and better leaders, and their gradations of 
rank are more complete/' 

But we could bring four times their number into the held/* 

Which force you have no one to handle — ^it would therefore 
•destroy itself/*^. 

** What I could not Ventura, or Court, or Avitable ? Could 
you not yourself ? but perhaps you would not : is that your mean- 
ing and the old Chief's single eye glanced hre. This was the 
point that I had feared the conversation would come to ; however 
I replied respectfully that I trusted there was no occasion for ask- 
ing the question, and that the friendship between him and the 
Company would remain unbroken. But he was not to he so an-' 
swered, and said impatiently, that is no reply to my question/* 
** Please your Highness, I would neither offend nor deceive, but 
since you ask me I must answer, that I could not fight against the 
English/' You should have told me so before,*' exclaimed the 
Maharajah, violently — you have deceived me — you have eaten 
my salt (a), only to fail me when most wanted." 

My ears tingled at the reproach, but feeling' how little I had 
deserved it, how -well I had worked for all I had received, I replied 
in a tone less respectful than was my wont, '' I Aavs eaten your 
Highness* bread, and moreover have been honored with your favor, 
but I may say that I have done my duty, and more than my duty, 
in lieu thereof. I have encountered danger and provoked enemies, 
because I would not betray my trust, but would obey to the letter 
your own orders. On the other hand let me remark, that you en- 
rolled me as your servant without stipulations, and surely if it was 
free of your Highness to discharge me at any time, I was equally 
at liberty to choose another master. As I have told you, I am not 
an Englishman, but I have so much fellowship with them that I 
could not draw a sword against their cause/* 

The oldfaqir, who was seated on thq blind side of the Maha- 
rajah, had been casting deprecatory looks at me throughout the 
debate ; but when I came to this explicit declaration, he gazed in 
silent astonishment. I was prepared for an outbreak of the Lion's 
wrath, but for the moment every other feeUng in him seemed swal- 
lowed up in surprize at my plain dealing. He looked at me for 
■some moments, as if to make sure he had heard my words aright ; 
and ihm his better nature prevailed. Wed domfaran^i,'' he 
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e^sclaimed, "Ehf/aqirji f Do-yoix think there are many tongues 
in the darhar that would speak as honestly Azizuddiu, see- 
ing what was his cne^ launched ' forth in praise of my sincerity, 
Precious are the pearls of truth, when strung on the bracelet of 
faithful actions. liappy is the sovereign in the simshine of -^diose 
favor the blossoms of uprightness expand and bloom. Sweet is 
the fruit of righteous dealing, though the husk may be unpalatable/^ 
Bas, interrupted the king, Bellasishas risked his 

head, but the danger is past ; I know now” what work he will do, 
and what he ■will not ; and I believe that, what he undertakes he 
will not dinch from.'' 

I w'as not astonished after the preceding conversation, that 
the faqir took an early opportunity of seeing me alone, nor 
at the excessive cordiality of his manner ; ** you have wea- 

thered a storm," he said, “ but now you have only prosper- 
ous breezes to waft you to the haven of your desires." I sigh- 
ed, feeling bitterly that even the royal favour could do little to 
lighten the load on my heart. My friend looks sad," continued 
the courtier, what is his grief? Can the poorest of the Mahara- 
jah's servants do aught to relieve it ?" 

Azizudin was certainly a strange confidant for a love af- 
fair \ but though I might as well have talked of music to one 
bom deaf, as of my feelings for Mahtab Kowt to the faqir, 
yet he could understand the fact, that I had lost a certain 
property that I valued, and that I was jealous lest it had fal- 
len into an enemy's hands. My heart longed to disburthen 
itself, and I had much confidence in the soundness of his coun- 
sel ; I therefore related the bare facts of Mahtab's story, and my 
suspicions of the brother Hajas being concerned in her cap« 
ture. The old naan listened with interest, for to him each charac# 
ter introduced was like a piece to a chess-player, and he calculated 
how it would aifect his game. The brother Eajas !" he said 
at length, “ you talk, Sakih^ as if there was hut one soul in those 
two or three bodies I" And is it not so ?" I replied, have they 
not thus gained wealth, rank, infiuence ? and are they fools enough 
to give up all this by quarrelling ?" You are right, they will 
keep up their appearance of unaniraify ; but my friend, if two men 
ride one horse, one must have the front seat, and the ,other must 
be less comfortably placed, and think you this will produce no 
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lieart-biiraing’ ? Any attack from without they would join to re- 
pel, but you are not the man I take you for if you can imagine that 
Dhyan Singh and Galab Singh can be without jealousies between 
themselves. Of Sachet Singh I do not speak ; he is in every way 
inferior to his brothers/* I acquiesced in the probability of the 
fakir's opinion, and then asked Ms advice. “ Wait/^ he answer- 
ed, wait till I consider, we must do nothing rashly, but I think 
I shall be able to help you/" 

Somewhat relieved at having so able an ally in my quest of 
Mahtab Kowr, I was a shade less anxious to hear the rest of Soliun 
LaFs story, and resolved to wait his time. My Vagil had pre- 
sented himself on the day of his arrival, I could but order the reptile 
from my presence, and forbid him ever again to approach, and he 
had too much to dread from investigation to seek any reason for 
my conduct. Moreover I had now no longer use for a / I 

could not conceal from myself that my position was lowered# and 
this no ni&i likes j but I was too proud to let my feelings be seen^ 
and indeed I had now little to attract me to any spot in the Maha- 
rajah"s dominions, except the one wherein lay my treasure. 

During my stay at Lah§,ur, I had not witnessed . any of those 
revels ; that I heard were common at the court; but at Kangri, 
wher^ I in a manner the host, I was obliged nightly to attend 
,4^^,;,, Raaj^i^^aself rarely became intoxicated, and 
it oi liquid ice he swMiowedf without 

its afectihg ’ hli ' ^hrie.ty. ' ‘Fe*w “ 0I ■Injis.euhiliere,' however, could 
thus carry the liquor, and he took a devilish pleasure in seeing 
them, drunk ; even worse. I now witnessed what GulaH had de- 
:of, M34 plying the miserable natch-girls with ardent spirits 
and setting them like so many furies- to 
%ht with each other. I cannot express the disgust these scenes 
occasioned, and they fixed the determination, that had been floating 
in my mind, to quit the service and country of the Maharajah, as 
; tidings of Mahtab’s fate. One evening, before 

' w© Dhyan Singh solicited the royal permission to 

visit Wore joining the rendejsvous .at.Rupar. Eanjit was- 

in a good hum<»r; and granted tb© request ; it was all I could do 
not to look, significantly at Arfzudin, for my thoughts instantiy flew 
to ; although the Eaja- had not specified that place as 

the peal'' h©i g^mg to,, something a»aed me of Ma^destina-* 
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tioB, and my heart trembled. When I met the /«yfr in private^ 
be agreed with me, bnt,” added he, “ I hope this visit of the 
Raja to his own castle, win farther yonr views ; my spies are 
roimd Mm, though he tMnks himself so safe,. By this time Ahr^ra 
Khan has probably reached Edj-ke-lcot ; one of niy retainers, who 
is a confidential Monshi of DM'En Singh’s, shall manage matters. 
Ah, Colonel Sahih ! what an advantage we possess, who can use 
the pen, that key to greatness t Illah be praised, the ^Qorjitqir 
need trust his thoughts to no one he does not choose, while the 
Rajah, ay, and the Maharajah himself , cannot communicate with 
others without help 

The faqii% when lie had delivered himself of this harangue, took 
his departure, and in few days we were all under weigh for Amrit- 
sir ; I quitted Kangrd with a pang, yet was on the whole pleased 
to find myself in active military life. Every day 1 manceuvred my 
men, and wrought hard to perfect their training ,* ** what is all this 
for ?” would sometimes rise to my mind, but I dismissed the thought, 
anxious to do my duty for the present, and glad of a channel into 
which I could direct the eager; restlessness of my spirit. 


NOTES, 


(«) It can scarcely be necessary to tell any reader that salt is the emblem 
and pledge of fidelity all over the East. But the highest notion of honour io. 
this country only extends to remaining faithful to one master, as long as a man 
continues in his employ : it is no blot on a soldier’s character to quit boo service, 
and sell himself to an enemy. Loyalty to an individual or party, as an inherent 
part of the cbaraoter, such as we see, (or at any rate, read of,) in Europe* is 
not dreamed of here. 

(b) A subject that no man would willingly bring before the woman he wish- 
es to respect and admire ; but if ladies will lend their presence to scenes of in- 
famy, they must excuse a friend who tell# them, of theit error, A young ■woman, 
not acquainted with Indian life, might attend a ndtcht in perfect simplicity ; 
and if she went, the fault would be in those who took her there. But it is diffi- 
cult to believe, that any matron who has been some years in India, is not aware 
of the character of these disgraceful spectacles ; and passing strange is it that 
she should grace them with her presence. The remarks and jests called forth 
among the natives on these occasions, it would be as difficult for a modest wo- 
man to guess, as it w»ould be for me to put in w'ords fit for her to read ; but my 
ears have tingled at hearing such insults, and my indignation and shame have 
turned at seeing ladies expose ■'feheuiselves to such.' in Hindustan, where Em- 
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ropeans have beers loBpf known, women are not compromised by adhering ta 
their Western habits of life; thongh, I think, dajiciny is a most undesirable per« 
formance on the part of Christian ladies before people who look on that exercise 
as a badge of infamy : but among the Sikhs it is ditferent ; and if ever English- 
women again form part of a cortege in the PanJab, it i& fervently to be hoped 
they will not, by undue freedom, expose themselves to such gross and insulting 
observations, as once happened. Forgive me, fair friends — I speak thus because 
i reverence the female character ; and iti s not for the lady subjects of the lirst 
lady in the world, to degrade their sex among strangers. 
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" Conjidmce in an unfaUhful man, in time of trouhhf is like a broken tooth, And 
foot out of joinV’ 

Solomon, 


If chance will have me king, why chance may croWiH me, 

Without my stir.’’ 

Mmhih 


« Ere sleep stern Oswald’s senses tied, 

Oft had he changed his weary side ; 

Composed hia limbs, and vainly sought. 

By effort strong, to banish thought. 

Sleep came at length, but with a train, 

Of feelings true, and fancies vain, 

Mingling, in wild disorder cast. 

The expected future with the past,” 

Scott* 

One lioxir of tlie day remained of an eyening in tlie month of 
September, when a cavalcade was seen approaching the new, and 
stiil-rising fortress of Baj-ke-kot It was a spot of which the 
strength and position were hardly known beyond its immediate 
precincts : the present possessor understood its value as a resource 
in any evil day, and took every precaution to prevent its fame from 
going abroad. The leader of the cavalcade, having motioned the 
running footmen who were by his side, to the rear, beckoned nearer 
to Mm one who, riding a step behind, seemed by his bearing and 
attitude privileged above his fellows. The mwari did not consist 
of less than hve hundred horse and foot, a hold-looking, and 
Strangely-Mottled assemblage ; there were Hindus, Sikhs, and 
MussaiinMis in apparent good fellowsMp,^- for, save and except 
those immediately around the Chiefs the party seemed fully enjoy- 
ing themselves, and the loud hearty laugh, the rough joke, and the 
capering and prancing of die we]l-<;onditioned horses, betokened 
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tliat tlie serrlce was a good one, and the men well satisfied with 
themselves* and each otheti Those wiio ran beside, and imiiiedi- 
atelj aroand the Chief, wore the features and costume of hili-meii ; 
the rest, as I have said, -were a mingled host, Puriibis along side 
of Pashawiris ; ^viid Akalis and swaggering Sikhs, and strutting 
PathAiis, abreast of soberer, (though more martial,) Rajputs. 

The leader of this band, attired in a costume half Frank, half 
Oriental, might, hj a slight stretch of imagination, have been taken 
for a knight of St Jolm, or for one who led the hosts in the cam- 
paigns so misnamed the Holy Wars. He was clearly of an Eas- 
tern mother though his complexion was light ; his features were 
large, hut of perfect symmetry, eyes dark and piercing, form and 
hearing, light, compact and noble ; his stature was middle-sized 
and of faultless proportion, save for a slight lameness, which defect, 
however, did not appear as he rode. The Chief's dress consisted 
of a back and breast-plate of polished steel, his amis bore gaunt- 
lets of the same metal, and a half-casque, half-turhan, completed 
his armour, his weapons being a double-barrelled pistol of exquisite 
workmanship at the pummel of his saddle, and a common-looking 
sword by his side. The running attendants carried double-bar- 
relled guns and rifles, and all in the train were well armed, though 
after various fashions, mth long matchlocks, spears, carbines, pis- 
knives ^nd swords. 

'' appolfeoh leader was a 

jsmarf little ol' 'Secr^^y fhg^ the Soldier in 

his air. His features were^sharp, and Ms eye had all the Hindu 
acuteness, with a sinister expression, very repelling until he spoke ; 
and then the ease of his manner, his fluent discourse, and an irre- 
&tihle honbomnjie,” made you think how unjust had been your 
first impression. At his master s sign tMs man approached, and 
took the place of the attendants who fell in the rear. What 
. was it, Ohandu, that you told me yesterday he said enquired 
the iead^v in an unconcerned manner, hut emphasizing the pro- 
noun. ^ My lord, with my own ears I heard Mm say that the 
Maharajah only Wanted opportunity to destroy you"; that he felt 
your wealth, ability and influence, over the army, and above all, 
the unanimity that subsisted among the branches of your house/' 
Smnethmg like a smile curled the Chief's lips, and was followed by 
a long drawn breath that might have been a half-sigh* 
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“ It may be so," be muttered, “ yet I eanuot believe it ; I 
am more necessary to bim. than the fawning yayir", the bluff BhSls, 
or the treacherous Jamadar. Among tlie buffoons and fiddlers 
around him, where would, he find one to fill my place? Ay, or 
among the faran^is either ? He could not do widmut me — ^no— 
I’m safe— but then”— and he stopped, looking, as if he thought he 
had already said too much. The- servant, however, not perhaps 
catching Hs eye or his tone, repeated, “ Side indeed, iny lord ! It 
may be my lord's pleasure rather to follow than to lead ; but count 
your possessions and your well-mshers, my lord, cast your eye on 
the country we are now passing through, and on those towers we 
are now approaching, and then say what is there in tne I an|al> to 
resist you?” The Chief did glance at the massy battlements before 
him, and there were pride and ambition in his eye as he exclaim- 
ed “ Yes, those towers would resist a strong host but in a mo- 
ment recovering his usual calm and gendemanly demeanour, he 
added, “ you are mistaken, Chandu, if you think I would draw 
my sword against the Maharajah ; he has made me what I am, and 
I should be worse than a dog to requite him with rebellion, hfo, 
these walls are built for other purposes ; the Mahaiajah is weak 
and worn out, he may die to-inoftow, he may be dead this moment, 
who then guides the States ! Who is there, among the besotted, 
cowardly, drunken crew, to hold the government for one day ? To 
keep friendship, or rather, peace with the fttrangk % to command 
the respect of the provinces ; and above all, lO restrain and curb 
our own soklieiy ; that mass of rulfians that it has been his Higk- 
ness’ pleasure to collect, and that he alone can compel ? They 

Bow.deeply in arrears, and many of the leaders very impopular, 
some of the heat, as well as some of the worst., Ttanjlt Biugh’s 
death would be the signal, if not for total anarchy and a rush on 
tlie mhah-khana, at least for much bloodshed and many masters. 
And then who would he s^ ? Certainly pot ttee who had neg- 
lected to prepstre for their own safety. I’m »ying more than per- 
haps is wise ; hut you a nose and tongue, Chandu, you are 
prudent, and will not run the chance of losing them.” ? 

There was little alteration of tone throughout this ^eech, the 
speaker seemed rather communing with himself, than expressing 
any opinion to his companion, . and he continued in the same 
strain; « It is no secret that the Malwrajah’s only is » fool, 
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and Ms son again is a cliild, Ho-vt tlien can we avoid com- 
motion ? This land of rivers, fated to he the field of perpetual 
Battle, must again be fought for, again be won. But enough of 
this. Tell me where are those foolish women ? and how^ fare 
they T* 

In the western tower, my lord ; they sigh their time aw'aj, 
but she will soon be complaisant enough/' 

JTone of youi* smirks, Ohandu, tempt me not by such Tvords. 
Is she not a E'^pCitai, and of a princely house ? No, I should dis- 
honour myself if I dishonoured her/' The menial shrunk at the 
retort, and still more at the glance of his master, who was not, he 
saw, in a mood to be trified with, he therefore answered respect- 
fully, The ladies are honourably tended, Eajahji ; they have no- 
thing to complain of, but as I was ignorant of your Highness' in- 
tentions, I did not think it right to listen to their lamentations, or 
do more than assure them of right honest treatment/' 

'Tis well, Chandu, foy by the ashes of my father, and by the 
head of my first bom,Iwouldavenge their wrong, and doubly would 
I chastise him who wronged them in my name. They may he foolish , 
weak, infatuated — ^vrhat woman^ not ? The mother may he de- 
sirous to sell her child to e^faraii^^ and the girl may love her own 
disgrace, but should I therefore dishonour myself, and be handed 
down to posterity as the spoiler of tlie fallen house of Kangra ? 
Yet I would I had not seen is hard to think of so 

much beauty fahing into the h^ids of a faran^i, ay, of the up- 
start, ^ — but Chandu, you at least ought to hare known me better 
than to think I would take such poor revenge. That scoundrel, 
Bhup nnght fancy that he had brought me an acceptable 

prize, but^you, did you ever know me crush a dove to be revenged 
' ©h a hawk ' ;■' ■ 

“ My lord is ever generous and noble, and his seirant w-el! 
ksew that the ladies would meet honourable treatment at his hands. 
Indeed, it was mainly to rescue them from the ruffians they were 
with, that I accepted the ch^ge in your Highness' absence : so 
careful fave I been not to curtail their comforts, that, I fear, they 
have had too much liberty ; a ndnstrel lurked aboixt here for many 
days, and once, when hd was strumming bis siiar outside, I fanci- 
ed I heard responsive notes from within. One day too, the young- 
er lady held out money, as if to give in charity to the fiddler, but 


ADTENTURER IN' THE FAKJAB. 


173 


■wlien lie approached to take it, he .lingered as if lie had more to 
saj than thanks for the coin. I appeared, horrerer, from the re- 
cess in which I stood, and the mnsician made his mlam and walk- 
ed off. When I made enquiries, there was no trace of him to he 
found, but unless I am mistaken, I caught a glimpse of him yester- 
day in B>fa-qirs habit.” 

The Chief listened in silence, and not unmoved — ** this must,” 
he at length said, be an emissary from Bellasis.” Then, after 
another pause, tell them Ghandu that their pariah shall never 
be lifted by me or by my servants ; and on yon I leave the fulfil- 
ment of my orders. I am myself a Pahari and a E^jputra, and 
.dcshe the honor of the most distant branch of our stock. If they 
are disgraced, it shall be their own doing, not mine.” 

Chandu thought that this was his time to inteipose, and strike 
a blow by which to gain favor with his secret master, without risk- 
ing his safety with him whom he outwardly served, la a tone of 
the softest and most adroit fiatterji he replied, ‘‘ As the stales 
shine in a dark night, so do virtuous deeds in a wicked court. My 
master's generosity will bind all his own tribes to him, more firmly 
than ever, and the farangk in our service, who are not to be des- 
pised, will honor the Chief who acts according to their own fanci- 
ful notions about letting women have their own way. By restor- 
ing the lady to him on whom she has fixed her affections, my 
Lord will do more for the honor of the house, than by thwarting 
her ; a woman will accomplish what she sets her heart on, or will 
perish in the attempt ; should she die in our hands, or even 
escape and throw herself into the WiMgti's arms, my master's 
name would be branded with cruelty, among both Paharis and 
farangis/* 

The wily Secretary saw by the Raja’s countenance that he had 
said enough, had made the impression he desired, and therefore was 
silent ; no more words passed, 1^11 the cavalcade approached what no 
longer seemed an embattledfortress, but ascarped hill, rising abruptly 
from the plain, and detached by considerable inter\’'als, from the other 
peaksand ridges that, like the billows of an ocean, rose in all direc- 
tions around* Avoicefrom above challenged the party, the pass word 
and countersign were given ; — a huge basket was let down by a 
windlass ; the leader and half a doaien of his followers entered it 
without dismounting, by a sort: of; wicket^ which being closed, a 
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sig'iiiil was given, and tbe ptecarious machine was in an instant 
raised two hundred feet above the natural level, to a bi*oad terre- 
pleine, where were drawn up^ to receive their lord and master. 
Raja Dhyan Singh, six thousand troops, the dower of hill and 
plain. The RijA emerged firom his basket, received the nazars of 
Ms officials and touched the prolfered swords of his chief officers, {it) 
glanced at his retainers, and with a kind word or courteous gestine 
to those most worthy of notice, dismissed them, and wended his 
way towards where the board of works was in full play. As he 
approached the nearest tower, a lean, emaciated person, whose eye 
beamed with inteiiigence, came forth from a group of workmen, 
and, ru^l in hand, offered his welcome, Ah, Ahmed ! how 
fares it with thee ? How proceeds the work empaired the 
Raj^ kindly, and in his most dulcet strain, Ap ke ikbal se, ail 
goes on well, but it would be better if your Hsceliency was more 
at your own house, and among those who pray for ‘you/* 
** Would I could be so, Ahmed ! Thank you, however, all the 
same : but what is this ? what are you after here ?** pointing to 
a half sunken shaft and gallery with embrazure-like openings. 
The rapmistn smiled, and energetically pulling his long, thin, 
black beard, replied : ** It meets your Highness' murzi, I trust? 
See here, if your guns were to fire, from the eminence on 

which we stand, it would be what the, farangu call, plunging hrc, 
and a single • shot would. f » ..whereas, one 

sent horizonMiy may. death a > Your- 

slave has therefore been talking with old Fyz Ally, the who 

is a very koskgar man, a perfect Lokhman ; indeed my lord, it 
was he shewed me the klkmut, for I only saw the defect, but had 
not the ukul\^ remedy it, when old Sponge Staff said, Ahmed, 
you are an ass, though J;ne Maja Bakih thinks you a smart fellow.** 
I was angry, your Highness, and would have struck him, but he is 
an old man, so I only said, No gaii, if you please, Comnmndant-^ 
Jk but shew me what to do, and FlI gladly do it ; I am anxious to 
be taught, and not too old to learn.** Thus I softened 
the old fellow, and he shewed me the hikmut, your Highness,** 
If you don’t make shorter work of shewing me, Ahmed, 1 shall 
be of Fjz Aily*s opinion/' 

Why, doift you see it my lord ? The terre-pieme of 
every tower is sunk, until,' kstead of being %9Q' feet. 
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or more, above tlie_ surrounding country, it is 'not more 
than 30 feet ; just enough to give a good command, and to pre- 
rent escalade. In each tower wiB be three openings for guns, one 
to fire down each of the two adjoining cui'tains, and one to scour 
the country in front/’ The Raja^s brow darkened, as the mutri 
with breathless eagerness explained his design. You are a fool, 
Ahmed ; why, you are throwing • away my rupu, and -destroy- 
ing the very strength of my fortress. And you, too, Chandu, 
you are worse than an idiot, jmii must be a rogue/’ The Secretary 
shrunk back abashed, but not so the mason, “ Forgive 3 ^ 001 * slave, 
my Lord/’ he said, hut his wild eye glanced fire, and betokened 
any thing hut meekness under rebuke ; pardon your servant, but 
consider before you condemn.” The Rajah smiled, and replied. 
Good, go on Ahmed, I was wrong to speak so : go on, Fm atten- 
tive, shew me your scheme throughout.” The mistri joined his 
hands wdth a more subdued air, Ap .maf he Ji, there will he no 

fort in the world like Raj -ke-kot. What is Laluiur ? 'What is 
Amritsir ? Bah ! they are but so many thin walls kid one against 
another, to tumble down by the concussion of their own guns ; 
but your Highness will have a noble fortress, without blemish.” 

Well Ahmed, I hope so ; but I Ve travelled far to-day and 
need rest : let me hear how it is to be, or I must leave you.*” 

Pardon your slave, my Lord, he proceeds to present his'nrzL 
The circuit, you are aware, is three ko» ; a tower at every hun- 
dred kadam will give forty towers, each of which will be, as I’ve 
said, sunk, from 120 to 150 feet, and will at bottom be 70 feet in 
width. But, as there the wall, or rather the side of the hill, will 
be 130 feet thick, tapering to 60 feet at the top, there win be ten 
steps or terraces between the terre-xdeiiie at the bottom, where 
the guns will work, and the slope of the breast- work, correspond- 
ing with the main breast-work that is to run all round the building. 
Below, as I’ve said, will be three embrasures for guns : these will 
have shutters to close at wiS, and conceal the guns ; and each in- 
termediate terrace shall be loop-holed for matchlock men, w»^all 
pieces, and so forth ; "while from the upper one, the troops will fire 
over, as from an ordinary breast- work.” 

"" Ah I I see your meaning now ; but Ahmed, you have put 
your guns and men into a well :;pray how are they to get in and 
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Tlie r/iisiri smiled ; So I thought at first, your Highness, 
but the remedy is simple enough. If my Lord will allow his slave 
to accompany Mm towards the lUids Mukdl, he will seethe whole 
plan.’' 

Wii)’' not here ? my friend : I am all attention." 

Because vour Highness, the key of the padlock is there." 

Good friend mhtri ; you deal in riddles, but you must be 
humoured and the Chief, wfith his few followers, and a train of 
idlers proceeded towards his own residence. 

Suddenly they eame upon a huge hole and stopped, the Eaja 
exclaiming, why, what have we here ? Has there been an 
earthquake ? Or are you mad, Ahmed !" 

The mistri pulled his beard more fiercely than ever ; his eye 
was wilder, and his gesticulation more abrupt, while he said, No, 
my Lord ; this is the key I talked of ; here will be a hall, a hun- 
dred feet in diameter, sunk 80 feet ; it may be roofed over with a 
dome, and be a perfect likiskt as a dwelling place in the hot wea- 
ther. Four ramps will descend at a gentle slope into the subter- 
ranean apartment ; and from it four galleries will be cut slanting 
towards the outer towers. The passages will be just wide enough 
for a gun, except at the point where each gallery branches out into 
ten roads to the respective ten towers ; and there will be rpom for 
guns to cross each other : In recesses off the galleries will' be .the 
magazines, and should the eneiky ever throw in shells, all the 
garrison, except those on duty, may lie here ais safe as their hearts 
cap wish. ,Tiie towers themselves can be roofed, at a height of 
twenty or thirty feet for the same purpose. Fyz Ali told me this 
was a late Em*opean discovery, and that the farcmyis themselves 
have not made much use of it/* 

Not bad, indeed, Ahmed," said the Kaja, “ but, taking your 
own comparison, your plan locks the guns up, too much for my 
fancy ; there are too many loop-holes, things only fit for women 
and cowards." 

Not so, my Lord ; your guns are still as free as ever to work 
all round the lower terre-pleind; and even at top to play around as 
on ordinary ramparts ; for, the parapet at top being sixty feet wide, 
you have only to divide it mto two steps, and you have a platform 
of thirty feet for your upper tietr of guns to play on, and a breast* 
work as many feet thick to cover your battery ; one great advan- 
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tage of tMs upper story^ as of aH raised works, is, tliat when tke 
lapper defences are knocked you lia¥e only to sink your terre- 
pleiiie and breastwork by clearing away the rubbisli, and you have 
in a few hours a more formidable, because a thicker parapet be* 
tween you and the enemy, and if you lose a trifle in elevation, you 
gain porportionally by a more horizontal fire. By such a double, 
oi’j, if you likcg treble or even quadruple tier of guns^ and ten-fold 
tkr of small arms, (as every step from top to bottom of the tower 
wn^ald be perforated) your Highness would, as Fyz All says, invert 
the common order of attack and defence, which supposes all fort-“ 
resses to be weak, inasmuch as they can only bring one, two, or 
three guns to bear upon a point, whereas the besiegers may bring 
any number ; but this source of weakness my master must now see 
has been overcome by his servant, or rather by Fyz Ali, and ’we 
can pour upon the enemy, (if ever we And one bold enough to at-* 
tack Eaj liot,) a heavier Are from any one quarter than he can 
bring to bear on it. This principle, Mjaji may, you will observe, be 
carried to any extent ; it need not be restricted to the towers, but 
every curtain may be so hollowed out, and the vrhole circuit of 
Eaj Kot may bristle with successive tiers of large and little guns, 
as Fyz Ali says do the big boats of the farangu, one of which 
often carries seventy and eighty, placed in double or treble boxes 
one above the other.** 

Now I see the Ahmed, hut the expence will be enor- 

mous, and before entering on such a scheme, you ought to have had 
my permission.** 

** Less expence than my Lord may at Arst sight suppose ; earth 
is wanted in many directions for the w'orks in progress ; it must be 
dug, and surely better take it where good may he done, than make 
' nnsigiitly holes, to be afterwards levelled down at great eipence, 
or else become receptacles for filth. Thus, When I had marked off 
the. lines, I requested the Kotwal to forbid earth being taken from 
any other place^ so while ikm gha^lMog help themselves, they do 
your iiighness* work ; for, as there are biuldings going on. all round,, 
as well as shafts and galleries, the one helps the other. Again, 
the very thickness of the walls saves, expence, if they were thin^ 
they would require to be faced with masonry, but now they need 
only be smoothed! and 'cleared.**', . 

Ah I I see> 'Aimed, you are sddom wrong, but in future al* 
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ways consult me : an ar^^i costs notbing', and a word in my ear less ; 
one or other on such occasion as this might save you a lect are, or 
something worse ; ruMsat/' and Raja Dhyan . hngii pushed in to 
Ms own apartments, after an absence of seven mcntns, and after a 
day’s journey of thirty kos over a rough and hilly country. 

What he did when he got there, my information does not state'; 
whether he Idssed his mves and hugged liis children, is not there- 
fore for me to say, but presently he emerged from the mndnah 
with the boy, Hera Singh by his side ; he was a lump of a lad, 
with nothing strikmg in his features, which were smooth, of ordi- 
nary cast, and, if any thing, had a disagreeable pampered expression* 
He was, however, the pet of him who ruled the Panjdb, and the dar- 
ling of his father, the wise and calculating Dliyihi Singh, who was 
now indeed a Raja of Rajas ; in that Ranjlt had lately conferred 
the princely title on the boy, Hera Singh. Emerging from the 
miderun with the boy, and addressing him with every endearing 
epithet, Dhyan Singh went up to one of the MahmiSf or confec- 
tioners, a score of whom, with then* temporary ovens, were hard at 
work in the inner area of the palace, preparing sweetmeats for dis- 
tribution to the thousands who would be assembled at the approach- 
ing nuptials of the little Raja(5). It was indeed for this purpose 
that the father had obtained leave of absence from court ; and 
it was in the hope of accomplishing the first wish of his heart, and 
securing an heir to Ms house, that he was now about to unite his 
first born darling to a daughter of one the oldest families in the 
■■■hills.' , ' 

Caressing the child as he walked along, the ambitious father 
murmured half aloud, Is it not for thee, my darling, plarra, 
my tota-myna, that I do all this ? that I tread the slippery paths 
of ambition, and watch the pillow of that drivelling dotard ? For 
thee I toil ; wilt thou ever repay my labors, requite my love ? Oh 
for one peep into the future V* Then, seeing himself observed, the 
Raja stopped at one of the ovens, and taking up a piece of laddu.^ 
put it into the mouth of his boy, who pampered with dainties, un- 
ceremoniously rejected the mixture of onida and. chini. 

The same night the Raja held secret council with more than 
one who was little esteemed at the Lahaur darbar ; he did not say 
much, but listened to every opinion expressed, and it was late when 
he withdrew to his own chamber. 
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A watcli of tlie niglit still remained, when tlie Raja left liis 
■touch ; he was always an early riser, hut now his mind was excit- 
ed, and after the hrst snatch of sleep that fatigue procured him, he 
was unable to close his eyelidsf^ c ). Ascending therefore the roof of 
his dwelling, he threw himself on, a charpal> and seemed long wTap- 
ped in thought ever and anon uttering his nnriinations aloud, 

“ Can they be all worlds, those little lamps that t^winkle above 
me? Is each a. world larger than this ? say sod" 

Again, after a pause, how; often have I watched them ! iiovr 
exactly they return at their- appointed season ! Some never set- 
some rise but a short %vay — some ti-averse the \yhole breadth of the 
sky, but all are constant,, all, except those strange wanderers, and 
Lena Singh can calculate even their movements precisely,. Ah ! 
there he is the star of my fate ! At whatever hour, whatever 
season, he is always stationaiy, burning steadily, though dimly, 

I would make him the star of my destiny' Y 

The Raja was a man of realities, he had in him little poetry- aiui 
less astronomy, so his soliloquy may appear absurd. But, sleeping 
much in the open air, and guided in their computation of time, and 
on their marches, across vast trackless plains, by the motions of the 
heavenly bodies, Asiatics, evea the most illiterate^ are better ac- 
quainted with the simple laws of nature, or rather with the results of 
those laxt^s, than many an educated European ; I have beard an old 
cow-keeper’s wife assign as a reason for knoyving the iio,ur when a 
robbery was coiniiiiitecl, that a certain star was then on the meri- 
dian. It was therefore not unnatural that a mind wrought up as 
Rhyan Singh's now was, should in its heavings strike against the 
popular and mysterious thoughts connected with the stars. 

Oh for one peep into the future ! one glance at those lights 
as they really m'e ! But, pooh ! what connexion have they with 
my affairs ? Can those impostors Muthsadden, and Sandeo Bds, 
w’^ho practise on the drivelling Ranjit, really tell to-day W'hat shall 
happen to-morrow f' e) } They cannot in fact deceive even him, tho' 
he affects to credit them, to gain popularity. Oh ! were I a kino- 2 
no fag IT or astrologer^ Moslem or Hindu, should infest me I A 
king indeed ! who will be so when he dies ? Karak Sixigh 'tvodd 
not if he could— Nao Nihal is 'a lad, but he gives promise of spi- 
rit and ability, alas I- muclr naore than does my boy ! But the race 
is not always to the .swift,’ nor the, battle to the strong; so the wise 
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siien of the west say ; and so I have seea in those who entered 
with iBe ; I do not see that the active and the daring have ganied 
the mark so often as the cautious and deliberate. The tree requires 
years to bring it to perfection, and then, an axe in the most ■ igno- 
ble hand may fell it in an hour I I feel the destiny of my house to 
be great, hut who will tell me whether I am to gain the prize my- 
self, or only open the way to it for my family ? And for wkick of 
jny family ? Oh, if I could rouse my own boy to ambition I If 
he lets the prize slip, his uncle w^ili not, and then tliese plag-oy wo- 
men, I shall make a fresh breach with Sachet Singh by ^releasing 
the girl he had his eye on. But never mind, it will suit Gulab 
Singh to be on my side, and if it did not, he woiild find ground of 
complaint, whatever I might do 

Rajah Dhyin Singh was nominally a Hindu ; but like most hill 
fnen, he knew little of the doctrines of Brahma ; and had heard 
much more of the spirit that dwelt in this dell, or the demon that 
haunted that mountain, than of the Creator, Preserver and Destroy- 
er. At court he had been sickened by the buffoonery of religion ; 
seeing Hindu and Moslem ascetics alike countenanced by the Prince, 
who called- himself a pure Deist, and a disciple and successor of 
those who shed their blood to found a faith purified from the abus- 
es of Muhammed and of Brahma ; having seen this, and witnessed 
the orgies of master and servants, of Monarch and Eeiests, the I^a- 
jah was thoroughly disg-i?.sted with all. As a man of understand- 
ing, with some intm.tive sense ^hc -g^ossness of the 

ministers of a righteous Being, openly pursuing vice and delight- 
ing in obscenity, or even in their sitting in idle self- worship and 
abstraction. Dhyin Singh’s mind, therefore* was a blank as to re- 
ligion ; and, but that he was devoured by ambition, it would have 
been a held wherein to sow the seed of truth. By this I am far 
from meaning that li(e was a pure-minded man ; I believe he was 
of the genuine Machiavellian School, one who looked only to the 
end, reckless of the means. He did not indulge iii gratuitous cru- 
elty or injustice, or Jove the vices for their own sake ; but ambition 
was his idoh which he «mcrificed present peace and security, and 
the highest honors a subjeG|: could attain ; and scorned all for an 
object that he could scarcely define to himself, and in the road to 
the attainment of which his good sense shewed him accumulating 
difficulties, growing eYea:out;pf the fulfilment of his .present mea- 
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siires* Yet under the bewitchment of tliis idol, he seated Ills con- 
science to acts, that twenty years, before the bold and intelligent 
Dogur would have died rather than share mffj. 

Colonel Sakih I \YhBt think you of tliis'?'' . said 
faqir to me., as he placed in my hand -. a despatch _ from Chandii, 
..fani": wdiich,''I.,.hav.e/':chiefiy compiled thk', chapter." 1.. hardly dared 
to admit the hopes that the communication inspired, but I thanked 
Aziz-fi-din from my heart, and waited with encreased; but less 
desponding^ impatience the resiilt of our attempt. 

NO'TEB.; 


(a) The immemorial Eastern custom of approaching a superior mth an of- 
fering, is to be seen every day in both the Native Courts and European offices SA 
India, on all festivals and great occasions, inciuding Christmas day. Soldiers 
presentthe hilt of their sword, in token of their devotion to theii master’s service; 
traders bring trays of almonds and sugar-candy, or fresh I'ruit ; civil offieiais 
bring a few rupees, laid on a white napldn, and no respectable man appxoachea 
^u'ithout oil'ering a piece of money. The European merely touches the coin 
with, a su/aum, but outside the door his understrappers are on tbe look out to 
fieece the retiring visitors, very possibly say they act by their master’s .order. 
Ghehazi is a true prototype of the haa^ers on round English officials. 

(&) At a wedding there is no limit to the feasting, but the resources of the 
bride’s parents. A man will speud the earnings of years on these occabions ; 
on a small scale I may mention that I have known a mao whose pay was four 
rupees a month, and who had a large family to support, spend eigisty rupees at 
his daughter’s wedding. The proportion may be carried up to the wealthiest in 
the land, and many instances vastly exceed that scale, I have known a Musal- 
man feed all of his own faith, amounting to nearly six thousand men, in the 
town where he lived, on tbe occasion of his daughter’s marriage. Sweetmeats 
form a most important part of the feast, and the confectioners, with their porta* 
ble ovens, as described in the text, are generally installed within the centre area, 
gurrounded by dwellings, which forms a part of the common plan for Native 
houses. 

(c) An Eastern practice, familiarly known in the West; the better sort of 
houses have generally flat roofs, surrounded by ballustrades, where the men 
sleep in the hot weather- The inhabitants of inferior dwellings, commonly sleep 
in the street ; nor is the practice found dangerous, probably from the universal 
custom of covering the face during slOep. 

(d) The ilajah seems to have alluded to the pole star, which he probably be- 
lieved to be statiouarj, as to the casual observei', it appv^irs. 

(fi) Two Bandits, professors of astrology, and trmited w'tfi great . considera- 
tion by ttanj It Singh. Every narrative ^ of Indian indhidualo, f,-om Kings to 
Thags, inclusive, shews their prevalent superstiHon : it is ditflcnl’ *0 btiieve the 
extent to which the dally practice, ot fife .is influenced by charms and omens. 
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( /’) The early chapters of this work give some account of Dhyaa Singh anti 
his family, now the most influential in the Parijab, and perhaps hereafter to be 
connected %vith British history. Gulab Singh is the elder brothei’, and in the fa- 
mily pact he has charge of their conquered territories in the hills : while he ma- 
nages those of Dhyaa Singh, he yearly adds to his own by conquest, or by the 
terror of his name"— «He has over-run the whole district between Kashmir and 
Attok ; and inflieted such terrible vengeance on the people of Sudan (a large dis- 
trict South-East of Mozalfarafaad) cutting up, maiming, flaying to the amount it 
is said of 12,000 persons, that the mea of Dundl and Satti, two adjoining ter- 
ritories, sent in their submiasion, but begged not to nee his face. Of course the 
brothers must unite in this barbarous policy, though it is difficult to believe 
such horrors of either, seeing their mild and winning demeanour : they are 
aliketoo, in their boundless ambition and fathomless duplicity, as wary as they 
are daring, as little disposed to use force where cunning \viil succeed, as they are 
un^jcrupulous in the employraent of violent measures where such seem called for. 

Of Gulab Singh I have heard tales which I can hardly believe myself, and, 
therefore, will not task my reader’s credence with : his information, like that of 
his brother, is considerable, and though not a very accurate geographer, nor 
jyith clear ideas as to the direction in Which his Lieutenant, Zbrawar Singh, went 
To push his conquests, he has a good estimate of the wealth and products of 
China, as well as of Eufope. In manner, Gulab Singh is highly mild and affa- 
ble ; his features are good, nose aquiline, and expression pleasing, though ra- 
ther heavy : indefatigable in business, he sees after every tiling himself ; hard- 
ly able to sign his name, he looks after his own accounts, aud often has the very 
gram for his horses weighed out bfefore him. Since the death of Ilanjit Singhs# 
the Rajah has been in bad odour with the darMr, for holding out against the 
present monarch, and with the array, from the numbers killed in his famous de- 
fence of the in the commencement of 1841, as well as from the 

summary punishment inflicted on the mutineers in Kashmir : both Gulab Singh 
and bis brother are, therefore, always surrounded by regiments of their ovvu Do- 
gar dan, who serve them in fear and trembling, having their families in the Ra- 
jah’s hands, and knowing that a from duty would entail torture oa 

them. But Gulub Singh’s history Would itself fill a volume j and, if the public 
give encouragement, some portions of it may appear. 
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COKTEXTS. 


By means of a certain golden talisman^ Bella&h has a peep at ufhd is passing at 
M^j'-ke-koL — He at length enjoys what is commonly said to make amends for parting,^ 
ijiat iSf people who ham necer parted say so. 


But yet, thoiig'b Bertram’s hardened look, 

Unmoved, could blood and danger brook, 

Still worse than apathy, bad place 
On his swart brow and callous face ; 
i'or evil passions, cherished long. 

Had ploughed them with impressions strong. 

AH that gives gloss to sin, — ail gay 
Xigbt folly, passed with yA»uth away. 

But rooted stood, in manhood’s hour, v 

The w'eeds of vice, without the flower, 

And yet, the soil in which they grew, 

„ Had it been tamed W'hea life was new, 

Had depth and vigour to bring forth. 

The hardier fruits of virtuous worth.” 

. , , ■ ' ScotL , ■ 

“ Oh ! how impatience gains upon the soul, 

When the long promised hour of bliss draws near t 
How slow the tardy minutes seem to roll t 
< What sped i?s rise, of inconsistent fear t 
To the fond, doubting heart, its hopes appear 
Too brightly fair, too sw eet to realize : 

All seem but day-dreams of delight, too dear j 
Strange hopes and fears in painful contest rise. 

And the scarce trusted bliss seems but to cheat the eyes.” 

Psyche, 

I must.still keep tke thread of my naiTative at Baj~ke~kot, 
■^vhero transactions so important to my happiness were going otiy 
and where every movement of the body was laid open to 

the inspeotidn^ hy/ means of secret agents ; while he and 
I, and the other ' satellites ■, in.', attendance^ accompamed the slow 
inarch of the Maharajah towards Amritsir* 



184 


PASSA0ES IN IfHB LIFE OF 


Before dawn, on the morning after Dlijan Singh's return to 
his fortress, he was on horseback inspecting the works, commend- 
ing or blaming, as he deemed expedient, and noticing the slightest 
new feature in the buildings. He next proceeded to the top-hhana^ 
and iras shewn round bj Commandant Fjz AH, an old one-e jed 
fellow', already mentioned hj Ahmed, the raj-miHrL In joint 
command with him w?is a dissipated looking European known by 
the name of John Browm ; the two appeared in very bad fellow- 
ship, but moved on together to exhibit the guns to their common 
master. The parade of the hattalions followed, w’hen the Eajah 
retired to his zfuiknah for a few hours, and then took his seat in 
the Hall of Audience, where he listened to the numerous arzu of 
his followers and subjects, issued orders on various matters, and 
then summoned to his presence Fyz All and John Brown. They 
entered, the first with an air of independence, the second like a 
cringing slave. The freedom and the obsequiousness were, or ap- 
peared to be, equally linnoticed by the EAjah, who bade them both 
be seated on the carpet, muttering to himself, I'm not Frenchman 
enough yet to keep my Commandants standing/' 

Fyz AH had been a trooper -in the Bengal Natire Horse Artil- 
lery, and had accompanied a. detachment of that corps to Egypt ; 
lie w^aB a smart, intelligent soldier^ and rose to the isaii of HAvii- 
dir ; he; had served some. fifi^en^^years,. had received several severe 
wounds, and had also by carrying ‘ dispafchesf 

through the Mahratta camp^biowo occasions^" wbeii the English 
were hemmed in by their ■ enemies. For such service Fyz Aii 
looked for promotion, but was told it ivas not his lamlm% and dai- 
ly he saw inferior old men, cowards and malingerers, raised to the 
post he considered Ms right : he was a man of family and educa- 
tion, and, being unfortunately a bit of a poet, he once got into a 
scrape by some doggrel rhymes on the imbecile Commander of Ms 
brigade, who, not being able to take up the matter officially, wMted 
his time, and used various devices to bring Fyz Ali within the 
power of the law, but he had too cautious a hand to deal with. In 
despair, therefore, of a better opening, his Commander had him 
brought to a Court Martial for being out of his place at mounted 
exisrcise, the charge being magnified into repeated disobedience of 
orders, in refusing to go into Ms place. The charge was trium- 
phantly refuted, and qilendid testimonials were laid before the 
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eomt ; altiuittal of course ‘ followed, ' bat tlieiiceforwaril Fjz; AH 
was a marked mau, “ a €‘oaft Martial little indeed, better 

tliaa a jail one. For a time be tried to stem tbe torrent, and 
nobly supported by bis immediate Commanding Officer ; but all 
would not do ; and, to.sare bimself froy disgrace and ruin, lie cle- 
serted. Eanjit Singb jumped at siieb a man ; be was> instantly 
made an Adjutant, on three rujpees a day, and shortly after a Coni'- 
maiidant on five ; he bad instructed a good portion of the 31 alia- 
rajab's Artillery men, and dreiy mumy a recruit from the Company’s 
-troops; but, being a superior man, be was not satisfied with bis 
lot, and felt bimself moi'e than ever tied by tbe kg. Dbvan Singh 
bad long noticed Fyz Ali, and under tbe influence of that extraor- 
dinary partiality, wbicb seemed like a spell over tbe mind of Ean- 
jit Singh, be bad obtained tbe Artillery man to serve among tbe 
troops at Ii%’-ke-kot ; and there, by gratuities and by a display of 
the little attentions ivxtb which he so well knew how to draw to 
him such minds, he soon converted the mere mercenary into a 
warm partizan. 

John Brown was of a diffierent stamp. The son of an honesfe 
lahourer in England, he embarked for India a sober, steady lad, lik- 
ing a mug of home-brewed ale after his day's work, hut hardly 
knowing the taste of spirits. When he took his last look at Eng- 
land, it was with wet eyes, and a lump in his throat, and he thought 
of the day he should return from Ingee” with money enough to 
buy a farm and settle in his native place. On board ship, when 
the soldier's rations were served, he was obliged, like the rest, to 
drink his two drams at the tub ; at first he took it, as he would 
mefficine, but in the monotonous confinement of a ship life, he ve- 
ry soon learned to look forwrard to the stimulus, aud soon it be- 
came needful to Mm, so that he landed in Calcutta, as thousands 
of the Company's recruits do yearly, with hardly a thought beyond 
the grog-shop. Perfectly illiterate, surrounded with profligacy, 
and without a friend to warn or protect Mm, he soon fell into the 
common routine at Dum-Dum, did as little duty as possible, and 
was dnmk as often as he could, got an occasional reprimand or 
extra drill, and paid off his ill-huinour on the first black fellow” 
that came in Ms reach. In this condition he came up the country; 
"when at Kumaul he was once flogged for being drunk on .guard, 
and while he was '' sdH touting frcin the puakhment, he feE in 
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the emissarj of a clever scoundrel who had befoi% deserted 
Dhy^ti Singh's service* Brown escaped from Iiis regiment and 
crossed the Siitluj ; at first he was delighted at finding himself as 
iie fancied a rich and independent gentleman, considered as a 
Commander, an'd receiving ' 'fiTC rupees a day : but he soon found 
himself a veiy slare, that he was closely watched, that he must 
make up his mind to liye and die at Baj~ke«kot ; and, in the 
event of a siege and any suspicion falling on Mm, he would be 
blown from one of his own guns. His tempter was now dead, from 
the eJBFects of dissipation ; and such wretched fellowsliip as Brown 
had found with him, was ended ; he was now alone on earth, en- 
couraged to spend his pay in profligacy, that he might not save 
money, and might drown in iiguor the remembrance Of the country 
and companions he had (juitted for even Fysi All and he were 
associated in command, hut the proud and independent Mussalm^i 
despised the deiraded Kafr, and the Goland^a scouted the tmcleaa 
%uhkard. Accustomed to nothing bdt contumely^ and sunk in 
the mire of vice, too deeply to make aiiy effort to recover himself, 
Brovfn Became more 'thorot^hlj debased than those around him, 
and was only able mechanically to go through his military work. 
i)hy^n Singh saw and pitied Ms case, but not liking to turn him 
adrift, and knowing how far die very name of a European Com- 
?t3gandanl('M0^^ he^tfied *to’*keep 'up' the credit of the Artpery man. 

Ebwev4r,^ only '*4^. 

ting 'fefio' Wi’ was^ too?ferrg03^ * id > r J ' aiid • there- 

fore it was' too late tb make any one else resp ect him. It may 
seem strange that the Eajuh set any store hy such a character, but 
perhaps, looking on him as a savage animal, he thought that the 
hehd ttet could stod so mdch liquor must he supported by a stout 
heart. In the Pahjfe, inioiiealion is common, and Dhyan Singh 
himself, though not a Sikh, frequently drank hai'd. But more 
•Ekely, he kept the European as a check on ¥yz Ali, who, as the 
^ck eye of his Chief saw, tad in him inflammable and danger- 

I Imve diidt at some length on tteie,f#d'' men, for they are 
,&ir enough ''s|tecimens‘of the’deserte'rs' fiiom the Company’s ranks, 
'•.^who are tohe;fomiddn'the'I^3bi,p/sdrTO and who leaving a cer« 
competency for, v^hai:‘^ey ^consider an Eldomdo^ getfcemfly 
Kve when'tbo late, m' every partictdaf been 
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claeeiTed, and tliat in secnritj and- comfort they sacrifice, and^ la 
erentaal prospects, tliey forego, far more tlian tliey gain in tempo- 
miy increase, of rank and pay. ^ 

The two Ooininandaats.eack wore, wliat migixt Itare been a 
east-off Horse. Axtillerj' Jacket, tiglit breeclies of Amritsir cMnt, 

-z red kametrhand^ and a yellow rumdl^ twisted- horizontally and 
then transYersely oyer the head, forming a low, rakish-looking tnr*^ 
ban. Thus attired, and with bare feet, the Cliristian and Moslem 
sat on the ground, before their TEndu master, wh^ addressing ' ' ; 
them kindly, recommended unanimity, if not friendship, and then 
asked them about AiimecTs plans for the. ibrtificaiioiis. Brown, 
half-besotted, had just sense enough to answer that he knew no- 
thing about the matter, to which Fyz Aii assented, with a rerj 
significant grunt, and added, He*s a smaprt fellow, Ahmed Mis- 
tri, but then, Riijahji, he wants looking affer : he is '^riUmg is.nd 
intelligent, but lie bas no ihem^ and when he has caught hold of a 
simple notion, he runs eraxy upon it*' 

So it seems to me, Fyz Aii, and it was for that reason 1 
mnt for you, to ask you to take charge of the w’orks ; your pay 
shall he doubled, and tvhen all is finished you shall hare a liand*^ 
some 

The Rfijiili is kind, but only on one condition wdli I take 
Such charge/* 

‘ Free p>ermission to do as I like, to pull down and build up 

at 'Will/* ' ■ , ' 

PerpMptory enough, Fyz ;AJfi, but I agree, you understand 

the business "and can be trusted/* 

The old fellow was delighted, and proceeded to explain his 
plans, wHch, wero, 'much what Ahmed had led before the Bajah, 
and continued, But we have not mentioned the ditch, mjr lord ; 
there must he one at least romid^ erery tower to pretent entrance 
by the low embrasures the^‘ ditches shall be from thirty to sixty 
feet deep, when we coma to water, we will put in alligators and 
water snakes ; and in the dry ones well put tigers and all sorts of 
wild animals ; and -we can call 'the towers ' after the manner of 
^ach. There is 'much/ in a name, ,.R§jahji,^. and men would tMnk 
Ihe or-;the a more formidabk 

pl^e th^ the Saman’4ufy*‘‘ *■ ‘ ■ ■ 
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Bas, IbaSj Fjz Ali, you sM! Iiaye your o’vvii way, only don't 
you run crazy too if you make me sucli a fortress as I like, you 
sliall kave your Ickllat^ and all other parwasti I can bestow — and 
if you fail——’* 

Then blow me off from one of my own gmis”— 

« Very well — ^now you may go, and send Cliaiidu Miinslii 
:,tO me*” 

The man of pen and iftlr soon made kis appearance ; Ids master 
called him to sit near, and motioned all the other attendants to a 
respectful distance ; they accordingly formed a circle, out of ear- 
shot of the confidential conversation that followed in a low tone. 

After a momentary silence tliat expressed a hesitation on the 
part of the Rajah to unbosom himself, and a deference on that of 
the servant to intrude unbidden on his master's thoughis, the form- 
er abruptly commenced ; yes, they must go, Ohaiidu ; the wo- 
men shall have their liberty, hut I must appear to take no part in 
the transaction ; tlie charge shall then be yours to effect their es- 
cape, and to do so in ^uch manner that they suffer no injury, and 
that they be not intercepted before an asylum is gained ; you weE 
tinderstand me Chandu, I must not quarrel with my fiery brother, 
and though I hate the minion Bellasis, it may be well not to place 
an unfathomable gulf between us, he’s bold and wise, and what’s 
more extraordmaxy still, he appears to be honest ; friendship there- 
fore with such a man is preferable to hate.” 

“ On the head of thy servant be my master’s orders,” replied 
the secretary, “ the slave feels assured that he can, without diffi- 
culty, execute the commission entrusted to him, and he pledges his 
. ‘‘head to 'do so ” 

Good, my friend, let not to-morrow’s sun lise on their pro 
sence in my dominions; but as for the scoundrel you said 
brought them here, how ? Bid the. villain, brother of the wretch 
Nand Singh, dare to defile my premises, and again venture to mix 
up my name with his atrocities ? Desire that he be fettered and 
cast into the darkest of my dungeons, and there fed with the scan- 
tiest portion of bread that will sustain life ; III teach the miscreant 
to make me parkier in his viliainies/' 

The order is given; Eajahji, but for one moment would your 
. Highness condescend to see 'Bhup Singh ? he may,''« he says*, 
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jEake diselosares, wkicli Im stubborn spirit after puriisliiiieiif; will 
for erer refuse.” 

Stubbonij indeed I tliere are means to bend less flexible wiilg 
tbaii Ms,” and tbe itajab^’s lip curled witb an expression not to 
be iidsuiiderscood ; “ bowerer, skew Mm to the preaeiice,” be 
added, Well, bear wbat- be has to ui’ge, I wouki not piiiiislij 
even suck a dog, iinbeard.” ' ' 

Cliandu waived bis band to an attendant,' and wbispered in tbe 
ear of one, who retired and quickly returned, bringing witii iiiin a 
8ikb of about tbirtj’’ years of age, ivliose cool and cruel eye was the 
only marked feature in Ms person; but %vbicli at once told liini to 
be Nand Singb’s broeber, tbe man wbo attempted to sliout me on 
the morning of tbe other's execution, tbe murderer of CliaTid 
Kban, and tbe ravislier of Alabtab Kowr. The fellow perceived 
by bis reception that all was not right ; undauiited, however, be 
accosted tbe Kajab as an equal more than superior ; more as 
the one who, tliougli.above him in office, was, as a moiigrel, or even 
asil Rdjpnt, much below a real Sikh. 

Prosperity attend the great Hajab, the pride of Labaur, 
tbe prop of the Faiijab,” was bis approaching address, but a 
sharp, brief reproof silenced Mm, when Obnndoo, by tbe Ea~ 
jab's order, desired Mm to say, if indeed be bad mui'dered 
Gbaud Khan, and by 'whose orders be bad brought tlie ladies 
of Kangra to Eaj-ke-Kot, and wdiat were Ms intentions and 
expectations in so doing. Kxief as '^vere tbe questions, tbe 
fierce culprit could hardly restrain himself to listen to them 
out, when stamping energetically, be exclaimed, wns I the mur- 
derer ? and why did I carry off tbe young girl and the old bag ? 
I killed Mm to please you, Kajabji, and I brought the lass here 
for the same reason, and scurviiy have I been treated for mj pains, 
not yet paid for the first job, >nd now, when she is in your hands, 
you attempt to fix a quarrel on me as recompence for tbe second, 
but I have Mends, Bajabji, and by the blood of tbe martyred Go- 
vind. III have the wencli or a tlionsand ducats for my trouble ! for 
Cband Klian, whose death you call murder, the job was too grate- 
ful a 'one to require heavy payment i :&> hnndmd Mimi Skdkiei will 
therefore 'satisfy' me, but' in, .'foture I must be paid down and be 
timted with mom tbe a^hes of my murdered 
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footlierj I like not this ^uegfcioiimg, ami; tHs paracling of tke.piv 
soner before roiir assembled Dogras wbo are Iiard |^7 witbout bear- 
ing of sncb unseemly talk/' The Rajah bad just patience to bear 
him out, and then ordered the fellow from bis presence into tb^ 
dungeon already allotted as bis abode* 

He's a dangerous villain, that BIiup Singh/' remp^rked the 
Rajah to his secretary, he must never again see the daylight ; 
Ire is both blood-thirsty and incautious, liis impetuosity in shooting 
I'kilasis on bis public parade should have cost him his life and 
from what you have said^ though there was address and courage 
displayed in getting rid of Cliand Khan, there was more, of fool- 
hardiness than either ; and this ahstraction of the girl and her mo- 
ther has been done in bad style, and. has been bruited about the 
country to, my no small annoyance. I want no such awkward assist- 
ants, give heed therefore to my instructions ; and more, make 
known to Sulchun Lai that in employing Bhup Singlx be very 
much exceeded his orders, and that be deserves, for so doing, to 
lose Hs eats, and may yet, if be amend not Ms ways, reap the re- 
■ward of his late ili-arTangements in dismissal, if not w-orse requital; 
tell him to remember that I hold his sons as hostages, and that, at 
the least notice of tripping, their fate is sealed." “ My master's 
orders are laws to his servant," replied Ohundoo,. 

After some moments of silence and apparently of deep thought- 
he resumed, I don't like tipese never ceasing hostilities that Zo- 
rawur’ Singh 'Is h^et vwith ' diffi* 

culties ; already we have more territory than we can calculate or 
cover ; additions only bring us into neighbourhood with wilder 
and fiercer tribes wlio may not only repel us, hut tmai back the 
tide of conquest ; already but a thin partition separates us from the 
immense Chinese empire ; and another, even less defined, parts us 
from the farangu who look on our hill movements with as much 
jealousy as does the Durbar ; several Europeans have already 
been prying about the hounds of Latlak, and Kashmir has now 
bee<Hn6 a place of resort to them ; — we must draw in our honus, 
Ohundoo, or we shall have the farmgu fingering our possessions/' 

“ True my lord ; would that your Highness could so con- 
vince the Rajah GoMb Singh." * 

Yes indeed my friend, my brother is obstinate ; he can see 
hut one object, ?md that is^, a universal hill dominion ; he has seen 
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h€i little ef tlie Darhar^ and talks so little with anj hut Iiis rude 
Mdiery, that he cannot picture to himself any effectual opposition 
"to Ms desires, or any impediment that the stroke of a Mwar caa- 
Siot remove/^ 

■ The Eajah is a great prince, valiant and wise ; hut he has 
not the sagacity of my master, who saving his presence, is not as 
are the CMefs of the hill or the plain ; hut is rather as are the 
Europeans, a diver into futurity ; a wise and prudent calddator 
events*” 

Tush Chundoo, I need not your flattery ; keep it for other 
ears." Slightly disturhed, the Secretary sunk back for a mo- 
ment iiito silence, and then rejoined : If my master were to send 
the Eajah Suchet Singh to co-operate with Zora^var Singh, matters 
might he retarded ; the yomig Eajah is fiery, and would not brook 
% second place, while the old Vazir would not temely yield the 
precedence ; and betw'een the conflicting pretensions, your High- 
ness's desires would he effected, ind further conquests, at least re- 
tarded, if not prevented.” 

A capital id^fa Ohxmdoo, you deserve reward, and shall have 
% Miiat for so bright an expedient ; but mj time is short, to-mor- 
row I must be on my way to Eupar, and the day is already on the 
wane ; so see to tlie ladies, and report to me when you have them 
lairly under w^eigh.” 

The puip>orfc of the above was pretty faithfully reported to me ; 
and, what was more to the point, I received within a few days an 
'anppaymous letter, intimating that, if I proceeded to Amritsir, I 
should, in a house specified, find the object of niy desires ; the 
letter went on to say that, as doubts might arise in my mind, and 
I might fear to trust myself at Amritsir on the bidding of an un- 
signed Muty Sodbi. Kurtar Bingh, n^.holy mftn in i^ttendMCC on the 
Maharajah, in, MU ppsiiespon of the «|y<|umstanc©s both of my 
case and of that of the writer, and would guarantee my safety and 
the fulfilment of the object of my journey* With the document 
in my hand I flew to the old fdqir^ and questioned him as to the 
Sodhi : ^e's a holy man, my friend, hut what occasion has a 

"Christian^ 'to deal with a Sikh priest f” “ Eead/oEjg'iryi," wm my 
reply, and I thrpt ,%e letter mto Ms hand ; he perused^ if camly, 
word by wond,, examined the paper, and Ms lynx 
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appeared] to pierce it tlirough and througli ; while he uttered 
half aloudj the document is a true, though a strange enough one ; 
the Sodlii is a good man, and would not fix his name in treaclie- . 
ry ; nor ivodd an}’' mean villain dare to attach Kurtar Singh's 
name to scheme of ill ; I'll accompany you, my friend, to the So-- 
dhis (Jt-rak^ and hear what he has to say, and if he guarantees 
your sdetv, it only remains to gain the Maharajah's permission, 
and to speed you on your way/' 

called for his elep]iant,and I mounting my good steed 
Chanda^ w« moved to the dwelling of the Sodhi, whom, though 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the court, I had not yet seen, 
the fact being that, though in high repute and hwour, the priest 
was really too respectable a man to enjoy the society of such as 
met in the pavilion of Eanjit. 

As we approached the royal purlieus, we perceived a venerablei 
Bikh seated on the ground, under a small sAami^dnay in front of a 
stiE smaller rouiee; five chalaks were sitting respectfully before 
him, as the old man read from a large volume, on.w’^hkh he was so 
intent that he did not perceive 4he approadi of #ur train; the faqir 
beckoned to me not to disturb the . reading, so vre waited for a 
minute or more, until the sodkiy looking up, perceived us and our 
attendants crowding around : courteously he arose, and shutting his 
holy book,, bade ns be seated on the carpet by his side;, and re- 
iw we wdtiid' tote '‘the dli|eot ' o6 ■ ■ ■ ■' 

Paqir A^izu®tt 

taking a fac simile from a side pocket, placed it in my hands : 

The SdAiA reads Persian, and will perceive that the poor sodAi is 
in full possession of his secret, the fame of Colonel Bel lasis has reach-. 

my a descendant of Gomndjiy can 

further the Sdkil/s desires, I sla^ll be proud and happy ; all is pre- 
pared, the Maharajah's consent has been obtained for the Coionei 
S&hih to precede the camp ; horses and escort are already at every 
stage, and two more suns may see my friend at Amritsir/' I resolved 
to start at the third watch of the night, and taking from him some 
biief directions regarding my salefy, and receiving an amulet with 
his name engraved on it which, in case of need, I was to shew, I 
prepared to depart, as I wished, to pay my respects to the Mahara- 
jah, and make some other m^angement :,hut the sodhi stopped 
me uatii he opuld ciEkli a retainer, in, whose especial "charge I 
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to ' proceed ; Koony Singh was a soMi too, and re^ei’iing in® 
in charge from liis patron and kimman, as lie would a bale 
of Kislimir shawls, promised to carry me safely to Ainiitsir, 
mid thence -to attend to ,mj desires; my protector was a fmmy 
low, of whom I may speak more anon : but now, warmly thank- 
ing my new friends, and hardly remembering the fakir's presence 
I was hurrying away» !Not, so £ast SMih'* uttered A^iizudin, half 
annoyed at my thus throwing Mm overboard ; you bare not yet 
done with me, and may need my good offices with the Alaharajah, 
so why discard me so hastily?'' Clumsily enough I excused my 
rudeness, and the /ag'ir smiled, and observed that it was excusable 
in one who was love-smitten. We hastened to the presence, and 
there I had to endure one coarse speech ; but, not admitting of 
another, I interrupted Ms Highness, and told Mm that, though we 
did not veil or lock up our female relatives, we held all thoughts 
regarding them as pure as could Sikh, Hindoo, or Moslem ; the 
Monarch took the rebuff in good part, and asked if he could more 
directly further my widies, that already a parmanah Iiad been 
ismied Jo ■ forward', me at the .royal’ expence, and a ziyafdt of 
three thousand ducats to await my arrival at Amritsir* I thank- 
ed Mm for Ms kindness, and said I would ask one other favor, that 
he would write to Captain Wade to assist any clergyman, who 
might be at Ludiina, to come dawk to Amritsir, to marry me 
there to Mdhtab Kowr ; Kanjit Singh was amused at the idea, 
but good naturedly consented, and forthwith ordered a hhareetdh 
to be prepared, asking that a Padri might be de, patched with all 
haste, and that he would find a palanq^uin dawk and escort laid 
for Mm from FHor gh^t to Jkmntmx, 

I wrote to the same effect to Captain Wade and enclosed a 
letter that was to%e delivered to any Minister of the Protestant 
faith that might be at Ludiana ; excusing myseff for the sudden 
^d ^ip^ent call, ■afid entreating .that he would^' vrtth the least possi- 
ble delay, join me at AmiiMr. 

Having myself seen these letters and the Maharajah's muras-^ 
lah despatched, I returned to my quarters, and put my afiairs iu 
such train that, should any accident befal me, my little property 
should fall into the hands of those for whom it was intended ; in 
such employment I spent some hours, and then had a farewell in- 
terview with some of my Kaiigra officials who now, with real grje^ 
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sawmy preparations for departure, not perLaps from any personal af- 
feelion for me, Ibnt at losing me wlio had protected and fostered 
i&em, and under whose care their business had thriren ; the rumouif 
0f my departure had little time 'to spread, but there wwe iie?erthe- 
less many of the traders and other inhabitants of Klijgra who had 
accompanied the camp, assembled at mj tent that night ; and some 
of the protestations and prayei’s in my behalf came, I do believe, 
from the heart ; and w^ell they might, for, saving the legal rights of 
Crovemment, (one-third of the crop) nothing had, dming my 
HBhort -reign, been taken from the cultivator, 'who, for once at least 
in the Lahkur territory, had reaped where he had sowm, and had 
teen able to calculate on the fruits of his own field. To keep the 
Tuksildars and Mmkuri entirely from the zaminiaTy and to save 
him from all domicilimj vMts had been my great object ; I there- 
fore purposely omitted to collect the rents by the usual system of 
tme 3rate oh this produce, another on that ; so much on the cow, 
and so much;for each (a capitation'tex be* 

l%‘ihflfeihh|tbasdsewhel*e one most ‘'ruinous .to lheinter<wls 
holh'of I had made mj calculations, 
Bud, perceiving thht the impost for which I was responsible could 
be realized by tdrihg one-&!rd'!on m! fields, whether of grain 
^ ofoer crops, I early promised that such should be my limil, and 
ite%;^’lte4prioh'of the-chirivator, riie diyirion should, be made 
te-'fsat ohe, from 

or of each fi^d was also at liberty to '"choose 'between a 
■Mot or hatm division ; that is, whether Government should take a 
third of the grain wken cleared, or a third of the standing crop ; 

I -seldom .or never had complaints, 
and the cultivafroh of Kilngra doubled under mj administration. 
'jPoigive, gentle reader, this digression^ but it is needW to ‘'isbew 
why and how there could he so strange a fact « wal r^et on 
jarring, between the Governor and the governed. 

My midnight, '"int 'With tho Joud 

imes and of ringh%’'in toy ears, I threw 

'^ipc^self OB and when, 

*&!' to the moment, my "-pwk%MSii'a^'* to tell me ttot ''Ae 
^^fejW'hMtold'tfie.csfi^ ;foe'‘1;hM. watch, I- ar#e'‘'‘tln!Rj- 

mad wi&:a foverish:tinobbmg atmy temfleg-itot^M fhe 
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clistiirbed aadaasaoiis'stat^.of ’iiiy mind; but, wastmg no time, 
and liastily performing my ablutions and forcing^.a ch&fiti and cup 
of eau suerecf' down nij tbroat, I puslied my way tbrougli tire 
crowd tliat still beset mj- door-way, threw myself on my home, and 
at a quiek canter set forth- on my pilgrimage of love. ' 

For some miles, without cliaage of word I rode ; the UMWiiag 
air was chilly, and. as the col^; currents came down from the hiM% 

I was glad to draw my labadm closely around me, and by keeping 
my good horse in rapid motion to cause mj stagnating Mood to. flow ; 
the morning was one of those beautifully clear ones that after the 
breaking up of the peiiodical rains often ushers in the cold wea- 
ther ; the moon was young, and had therefore set, but the heayens 
sparkled with a thousand lamps, each brighter than the.olh^r^.Apd 
that quite sufficiently lighted my way ; looking ai^und, I perceiy- 
0d that I had eight companions, two ofyhe g^fcMrm^ the 
Sodhi Koony Singh, and a companion,qf,jyb*aTO.; and .then there 
•were pmkJcMdmiU and; .ftyree.ol' my household; all good men 
and true, bejuing my buckler and bow in the field, or prepar- 
ing my. rude'‘ food, or' mattra^' -m. the camp ; the eighth was a 
mount^ guide, a most necessary person in the Panj4b. ; for eyen 
'With we.were.oftenat adoss, an4,mj <^%r.a#e»4ants wouW 
hare, in all innoceneej ridden i|»’ mry .dfrectiop I chose to take 
them; indeed more than once I did amuse myself by going quite 
right about, just to see if* I should be followed, and true enough, all 
hands, guide and all, pelted after me as if in full view of Ainrit- 
rir ;■ ,and it was .very often -thut I had tof^ .opr le^f^r that Amfit- 
^r'’hiy-n^iy ‘south-west? whereas we were going in any. direction 
■l^th^tl-iy.day-Hght, however, with the regular relays at seven 
intervafe*;. arranged by my mysterious correspondent, we had 
.made- good and, considerably before midday; had, 
-3fcoached- DinanJ^g#;:,^ lm$f c^toipront ^and tovfu,, a hmarti 
of ,riie JRavi, and, a [ pl^, df recti' 4‘ i&e Maharajah's 

during, the hot pqirthsv., J^d.now riddieii eighty miles, and 
thou#J?,,^pcustomed tO;.4^'" esioursm^ and rapid movements, 
und nqif.igrpyidcd with relays of torses, did not at ail fee! fatigued, 
but wa^*'„?|irgilit to reach Amritsir, my followers having iiO;SU4ii 
hiducemenis I, had, felt both hungry and tired ; we, tlmrefofe, 
'lE^led an halt fori"^^'''|oux, and ye|uctan% ' 'I awaited -their :will, 
seated on tow^ds Amrifelr, or 





196 


PASSAaES IN TOB IIFE Of 


heating my boots with my liimg- wHp, I counted tbe mintites that 
I was detained^ and shortly after midday was, to my delight, again 
in my saddle. 

Om: direction had, diiring the morning, been under the low 
jKoige ' of the K^ngrA and Nnrpnr Mils, and parallel to the course 
of the riyer ByCis, before it emerges from the last break in the range 
that runs past Eupar, by NaiidpuT>. Makhorvmi, towards Ism-pnr ; 
hitherto the riTer was a rapid and noisy torrent, rollix^g over boul- 
ders of all sizes ; hut as I left its track and stretched w^est^'^ ard 
towards Binanaggar, the stream had already lost its mountain 
character, and was assmning the usual placid aspect of the Fanjdb 
rirers ; not that in any part, until it joins the Sutluj, does it acc|uire 
the muddy hue of ihe riyer, which it hows into with a compara- 
tively deep and bine current. 

At Dinanaggar I scarce glamsed at the Ravi, and immediately 
giving, it a wide berth on my right, vre dashed along the Amiitsir 
road keeping the Hussalee canal on our left ; the country seemed 
to me as I rapidly rode along, to hare improved in cultivation 
since I last passed, and with a strong recollection of localities, I 
called to mind as I hurried by, the occun-ences of my upward 
march to K^gra ; the insidious attentions of JSTand Singh and 
the every-day traits of Bikh character that then, as new, so much 

gkaaced throi:^h tpj inind a® jsome recdguiz^ 
* ed dbJeei'feSl my,th|aughl^;w»e;^ 1 wait to 

meet at Amritsir, and though my mind was much relieved as to her 
well-being, there was still a remnant of fear and doubt remaining. 

33^0 evening shadows were lengthening as I approached But- 
^Ae',#|t%Kowr She^ where, with a prudent 

reserve, the Prince kept himself aloof from the complicated politics 
of the day ; and where, with a more questionable policy, he spent 
his days in sporting and his nights in debauchery ; I had but once 
seen him, and had then been treated courteonsly; I therefore 
thought it not right to pai® his door without the formality of a visit, 
and when near at hand, sent a message that though in a hurry, and on 
>. h^port^t business, I wdtild if pei^itted, pay my respects, and for 
. one moment attend on the Maharajah'^s son ; a gracious message 
returned fcy a Mutam.ad‘ of the Eowi's, whom I b^d'to iuiii 
aboutj'dnd shew me to'' Ms masters haH^ ' 
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Booted and spurred^ I rode np to an open paTilion wliere, in 
luxurious guise, the Prince was enjojing the afternoon's air ; lae re- 
ceived me with much favor, expressed himseif an admirer of Eu- 
ropeans, and declared his especial regard for the character I Iiad 
earned at K^gra ; he asked the purport of mj long and rapid 
journey, at such a juncture,' when my presence wm so much re- 
<][uired ? I told him plainly, why I was going, and said that I 
should still he in time for the Rupar conference. 

The Prince was much amused ; he however made more ci-vi- 
lized remarks than did his reputed father; and calling to the Com- 
mandant of his Body Guard, he desired that a Squadron of tw'enty 
picked men should accompany me, and a like number immediately 
proceed half way to Amritsir and there await my coming, and 
escort me into the city. 

I thanked the Kowr, but declined the escort, and toM him 
that it 'would only detain me, that I was most anxious to proceed, 
and had already ample guard in the Gurclmras^ the Sodlii and my 
own people. 

, Ah Salith^ you look too much to the word of a So^Uii ; be- 
lieve me they are not all to be trusted ; and I have lived to see the 
safeguard of both Beidi and ^dhiyi<|l^ed ; rely on it that a few 
good iai'wars are better guarct than the pass of the high priest Bik- 
ramajit himself : besides, there are many AkMis about Butaia, and 
more about Amritsir, gathering like foul birds for the approaching 
Dusserah, and you kno^v they care not for the Maharajah himeelfi 
much less for Baba, Bliae or Sodhi Sdkih** 

. .another time I should have disregarded the friendly advice, 
but now l,had an object in view that enjoined all necessary cau- 
tion ; I therefore accepted the kindly aid, and partaking of a slight 
refreshment, I agmn, after repeating my thanks, threw myself on 
the, horse prepare! '|or ' me, ' / through ^ i^#ds’ bf ‘ gamg Sikh 

soldiers (more than one of whose Wild eye and blue attire told me, 
as did Ms coarse langua^, that he was an xlkali) I passed along 
at such pace that I was in an instant beyond reach of insult or 
injuiy.', ' ^ 

My train now mustered twenty-eight souls, our speed, there’^ 
fore, soon slackened, for I saw tha# if I continued my present 
pace, I had good chance of ridkig alone into Amritsir. 
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One watcB of the night haci passed, ami I had now, with the 
exception of about two hoiirs* halt het^reen Dinnanagar ami Bnta- . 
ia, been eighteen hours in the saddle, and ridden oyer one hundred 
and fifty miles of country, when the walls of Oobindgurh, with the^ 
young moon ghmeing from behind it, suddenly oj^ened on my ^iew. 
Amritsir and (jobindgtixh have often been described ; I- will, 
therefore, leave the holy tank and the religious capital of the Sikhs 
to the reader s imagination, as I will the supposed countless hoards 
of money there amassed ; besides, I had little thought at the time 
for other treasure tiian my own, and little ability or desire to modi-, 
tate on aught but the lost and recovered flower of Kangra. 

' 'N.OTBS. 

{a) Promotion, in the Indo-B,ntiab array a few yearg agp, weiU alraofet en- 
tirely by seniority : some improvement has recently been made, but neverthe- 
less Fyz Airs story Is not all fiction, nor is it long since a gaiJaut officer fived» 
Tsbo might possibly have recognized the tale as fact. 

, (^) Here again I gladly bear testimony to an improved state of things, tho* 
enough of evil remains to call for further interference. It is Maria Edgeworth 
I think, who says, ** physicians are abundantly diffuse and exact when describ- 
ing si^mptoms, but surprisingly brief when they come to treat of remedies'^ I 
would not be one of these Doctors, nor -would I dwell needlessly on defects in- 
herent to the world we live in ; but it is laziness and not contentment to put up 
with evils which may be remedied. No man could have seen a detachment of 
recruits mutch through Calcutta tea or fi&een years ago, withQUt earnestly 

adopted with-newly landed European ^il' every .thing 

connected with thek ^comfort and mnrala.^ ‘becoming 

more rational, but I have seen a newly-arrived regiment undergoing a full-dress 
parade in Fort William, in April and May. The vice and mortality, arising 
from Injudicious arrangements, are frightful, and pretty nearly equal in the 
three ]||reaideucie9. Considerations of finance as well as of humanity might 
' auldiority to_ the advantage of locating their European 

troops in the hill stations, with such laciliBes for communication as might en- 
able the men to be brought down speedily on any emergency. The rivers present 
the readiest highway from the mountains; and a few small, powerful steam 
tuo-s, with well constructed flats, would supersede the necessity for three-fourths 
of the plain stations for European troops. The first outlay would be considera- 
ble^ but leu years the expence would be covered by the saving of life ; and 
who can estimate the advantage to the minds of the men? or the additional 
honor to the European character, if restned from the stain of intoxicatiou and 
its attendant vices ? As to service, surely a regiment fresh from the hills would 
be worth two that had been demoralized, and parboiled In the plains* 

A is u dress of boa%| i« the favoritism that knaves ask 

and fools bestow, or that fools as 1?^ and knaves bestow, whichever the reader 
pleads* loHy aad kaa?<»y there must be la a» office where ' 
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The Sodhis, claiming descent from the foimcler of tbe Sikli religion, are 
generally treated with respect, and, in the Tanjab as merchants and traders. 
Ate exempted from half tolls, a privilege of which they frequently take advan- 
tage, by ofBciating as carriers' for others,’ and “ receiving the deference,’* as tbe 
horse guards say. This is a case oiparipmti, illnstrating the preceding note,, 

(e) Thilor is the ferry, opposite to the military station of Ludiana ; there 
Is a brick fort, formed from one of tbe old royal Serais looking with its mi- 
nars like a congregation of chimneys. Kanjit set much store bj the place, 
though even in its triple wall, and scarped ditch it is of little strength, and good 
only against a coup de main. The fort does not command the ferry ; it belongs 
1 believe to the Aluwala Chief ; though a Koyal Post is maintained at it, the 
fort and ghS.t is now under the orders of Lena Singh Majetia, 

(/) Native ofiicials always claim free quarters, and their highest enjoyment 
2S to be out in the district living on the fat of the land. Tehmiddr is the native 
Collector, ten or twelve of whom are in each of the Company’s districts, subor- 
dinate to the European officer j they are now generally well paid, receiving from 
^200 to £300 per annum, as salary, but their actual incomes are often treble 
that sum. If honest, they are content with a at the two great festivals 

of the year, which doubles their salary. is an extra inferior, executive 

officer, the lowest class of all; he executes decrees, and seldom is paid more 
than seven or eight ahiliings a month from Government j the proportion of his 
salary and actual income being about the same as existed between the salary 
and emoluments of all officials iii riie days of Lord Clive, when a Collector re* 
ceivcd a hundred pounds or so per annum, salary, and realised a large fortune 
m ten or twenty years. 
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COUTKS’TS* 

7*he grand esent m(h whie% thu hodk pught properly to kn/imak»'--*Sieel k a het* 
isr nutcd yold.-^^A modern AgesUaus. 


^ Think’st thou my heart its loved one hath not found ? 

Ye& I we are one, oh ! trust me we have met I 
Where nougVjt again may part what love hath bound. 

Where falls no tear, and whispers no regret*’^ 

JScJdUer, 

^ I saw the Bajah armed for war, 

. I saw bis chieftains gathering round j * 

I saw his banner like a star, 

I heard his trumpets stormy sound. 

On rushed they, like the rusiiing sea t 
I took my lute, and sang to thee T* 

Crofy» 

If the reader lias ever been, for long years, separated from the 
object of his love ; or if even the absence of a month or week has 
brought to his heart .nights of weakness, ahi'days'-of dMo&tion, he 
can understand my feelings when, rescued from such a tissue of 
dangers, I clasped ray bride to nfy heart, and heard in her own 
sweet words, the touching narration of her perils, and of the pro- 
■ /Mcxmaprehensible, by w'Mch she was released. 

To the reader of these pages, who has been in such a position, the 
hiiing up of the blank in this part of my story will be no difficult 
task ; and to ail the rest of the world, any thing I might “write 
■ would seem mawkish, so I will even let them settle the matter in 
their oWn minds as they may think most proper ; and will pass on 
from matters of sentiment to details 1)f ' fact. 

Having recovered my treasure, I was resolved that there should 
nought but death part her and me/* Mahtab had long seen the 
absurdity, and, worse than absurdity, of the religion she had been 
rented in, and was prepared by her natural rectitude and purity, to 
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embrace a better fiiitb as soon -as it shoald be presented to her. I 
felt my own incompetence to be her instructor, and never was so 
conscious of the discrepancies between my o'^va belief and piactko 
as when I sought to lay. before her the principles of Christianity. ■ ■ 
The research that we together made into the elements of Christian- ■ 
truth, was not, I hope, without use to me, and ended in mj bride 
becoming in heart and soal a conyert. Her mother ojBTered no op- 
position to the change— all that Mdhtab did was right in her pa- 
rent's eye, and sickness and sorrow had so impaired her natural 
energies that she was little more than a passive witness of events. 

When the clergyman, whose services I had re<][uested, arrived 
at Ami’itsir, the Rani offered no opposition to our wishes ; and I 
was united to Mahtab Kowr, by Christian rites, in the presence of 
God and man. 

Tlie old lady did but live to see her child entrusted to a faith- 
ful guardian ; in a few days she expired, and now indeed Mahtab 
was all my own ; we had neither of us any other creature on earth 
to claim our affections ; and how they were centred on each other, 

I will not attempt to describe. 

The crowning of my good fortune I considered to be, that the 
Maharajali permitted mj proceeding to Rupar by water, instead of 
marching with his camp, escaping thereby the bustle of the royal 
cort4ge, and substituting for it the quiet and privacy of a river trip. 

Having had two boats fitted up at the nearest ^hat^ we em- 
barked on the Byls, .and dropped down the stream, untii' 
ree^fc^^Prdiun it joins the Sutl^. ' , 

the Ranjib -have had few describers from the days 
of Sikandar the. Great to those of Sikandar Burnes, but about the 
time my narrative commences, attention had been excited towards? 
them and their capabipias,; during Jh^ yer^^j^ar,.<^aj|>to^;'Putnes 
had navigated from the ocean the' most 

windng,intricate andaWlo^ of, the* Ave. rivers ; Captain Wade had 
made an -excursion down AeButluj, and I was perhaps the .first 
of European blood that had embarked on the Byas, whose bright 
Mu^ wateiSi seemed. unwiHing^to mingle with the SutIuJ's, 'i^iiiddy ' 
stream. 

;|i^he boats of'the .Sutluj mid By^ are very primitive structures, 
iB.'"''yhape resembiiBg 1 lemember in civilised life, m a' -snuf^ 
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fers-tray, and in workmansMp, tiie clamsiesfc tliat can be imagined. 
These great flat«bottomed vessels are chiefly used as femes, and 
for longer trips there are the Indas boats, of somewhat better buiid^ 
but stiE awkward and clamsy. These unpromising looking craft, 
however, navigate safely to the very mouth of the river, and are 
far more comfortable habitations than many a better looking ]>uiid. 
We had embarked in one of the latter, fitted up with a large cabin, 
formed of sirki^ a fine and polished reed that abounds on the river 
banks. The stems are laid parallel to each other, and threads pass- 
ed through them, at intervals of about a foot, and thus a mat is 
formed which is used for innumerable purposes ; it is light and 
strong, and keeps out hotli sun and rain. 

The mode of working the Indus boats is as little ship-shape as 
. their build, yet it, too, answers all the purposes required. One 
huge sail, with bamboos tied together for yards, is hoisted on a 
rough and far from perpendicular mast, when the breeze is favor- 
able. But the main dependence for progress in descending is the 
force of the current, and, in ascending, the long rope by which the 
vessel is tracked. The mnllaJm are Musalmans, here a hard-work- 
ing and light-hearted race ; many of them very fine-Iooldng men ; 
absolutely amphibious in their habits, they are to be seen tlnough 
heat and cold, diving, swimming, wading, dragging ; and ever and 
anon a huge pair of bare legs, dripping with moisture, are thrust 
iii at the cabin window, as the mullah enters to caulk a ie;^y seam 
in the boat. One man was all day busy at the mdi, the 

wheat for the evening’s meal of the whole party, and the ceaseless 
noise was very disagreeable ; I was always oblig^ to recollect that 
the kic<mvenience of doing without food might be greater to them, 
the noise * was to mej,* and thus to check the 
order to stop the mill that was constantly rising to my lips. 

Our voyage was monoton ous, and had we not been together, 
'would have been dull. The banks are generally low and sandy, 
and the principal features of the river are never ending sand banks. 

ikom its quitting the hills to its outlet, the Indus, in all its 
branches, flows, through a plain that appears to have no inclination 
beyond whatit may derive from, the figure of the earth : but the 
force of the current proves that, there is a vast, though gradual, 

■ decent throughout its career* . river> I suppose in the.iy ^ , 

in ^its course as the Sutluj, and its 
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many a bitter feiici A single season often clianges tlie bed of tbe 
river several miles ; and crops, that are sown in the territory on 
one side of the stream, may ripen in the dominions on the oppo- 
site; seeming as if the very elements partook of man’s instability , 
in this troubled region. ■ As we. tracked along the Sutlnj, seeing 
very often nothing but a tract of sand, on either side, between ns 
and the horizon, it seemed as if 'the grey %vaters beneath, and the 
grey sky above, were hut one expanse, with a browm line drawm 
across it. There is no time when a wdld desert plain looks sub- 
lime, except when the yellow full moon is rising on it, and then 
there is an air of vascness and mystery over the expanse. 

I hardly know myself in the perfect tranquillity of this period, 
having never since I reached manhood, had such a calm in mj ex- 
istence. Of course I should, after a time, have felt emiuij but our 
trip did not last long enough to wear out tire charm, and I look 
back to it asm time of the purest enjoyment. 

One calm, bright, cool eveniug we were moored oft Tihara^ 
on the left bank of the stream. Iii other parts of India the place 
would have been nothing remarkable, but in the suiToundiug desert 
it was quite- an oasis- A grave of sissu trees extended for a iniie or 
two, and though none of the trees were large, the verdure and 
shade were most -refreshing* Militab and f had w'andered some 
‘ distance, and sat down on the stump of an old tree, looking at the 
wild peacocks Hying past, listening to the thousand doves that had 
their habitation in the surroLinding branches, and wondering wdm 
had planted the grove. An old man, with a long .white beai^d, 
passed at some little distance 'from us, and paused for a moment, 
leaning on his staft" as he saluted us. I salaamed to him in return, 
and beckoned Mm to approach. age was like a vigorous 

winter, frosty but kindly,” and there was something about him that 
seemed to me familiar* I asked the old man his name, which he 
said w’'as Hosein SliMt ; he told na he was a faqb% that he had 
collected money enough to repair an old Eedgah in the grove, and 
to dig a well there, for the refreshment of travellers. We accom- 
panied the old man to his habitation, a small mat hovel in the 
heart of the wood. Close by was the Eedgah^ fresh, white and 
clean, and the neatly-fiaislied well gave promise of refreshment. 
Sfme trees of a larger growth than the surrounding ^^^/.^/and 
sa shaded the spot, md abltpip 0f„<iates made a picturescpe va- ’ 
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tietj SE tte foliage. The hemit of this cell was quite unlike the 
usual class of fmjirsj he talked soberly and cinlij, asked no alms, 
and was clean and simple in his dress. Still, as he talked, some 
remembrance haunted me^ but aS'he shewed no symptom of lecog- 
riitiOB, I concluded that I must be mistaken in the 'vague idea 
which possessed me, that I had seen him before. 

We continued our voyage next morning, and, for a week, had 
little in the external world to claim our attention, except the en- 
creasing clearness of the views of the hills, Duringthe day they 
were not visible, but in clear weather, we had glimpses of them, 
morning and evening, as if the sky had opened to reveal to us a 
new world. Our course lay occasionally through banks, well cul- 
tivated, but except at the ferries, we rarely saw an inhabitant. At 
the ^Aqts there were picturesque groups of travellers, standing and 
sitting on the bank, or in the flat-bottomed boats, as if they had 
been arranged by a painter. Here a Sikh soldier, all beard and 
swagger, with his European red jacket, and high, narrow, charac- 
teristic turban — conspicuous even at a distance by his white teeth, 
a beauty that the tribe preserves unsullied by their abstinence from 
tobacco. Or there would be a tall, wiry Singh, a skikari of the 
Maharajah's, with a long knife in his girdle, a matchlock poised on 
bis shoulder, and a scarlet powder horn by his side, with a jacket of 
.round his gaunt shoulders. Perhaps one ^ff;.thf as- 
be a Srakman traveller, with his li^dued 

countenan^J ' - beard,' ' m /rtrong . to ‘the over- 

bearing air and black mane of the Singhs (who mostly dye their 
beard when it begins to grixizle) as his loose muslin garments and 
ample turban were to their tightly girded costume. We passed 
on the Fanjib side, whic^h shewed remains of habita- 
■lions, and here there was but one? reply. *^It was a Mussalinaii 
village, — 'the Sikhs plundered and left it desolate." 

1 can fancy nothing more delightful than the climate on the 
Butluj, during the beginning and the end of the cold season : and 
as we advanced ISTorthward, we found the scenery equally lovely™— 
the Himalayas forming a noble amphitheatre to the IS^orth and 
Northwest the plains' at their .tee, green and well cultivated, 

, '’aid the river "frequently stteidMng ihto a wide expanse, to which 
fho; abrupt turns gave a lake-like appearance. . 

‘ tely morniisg we had gone out to enjoy 'the .de^lttful 
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Breeze ; — eating tBe air*'" is, indeed, tlie fittest term to apply to 
tlie eagerness witli wMcli a temperate and bracing climate is re- 
Hsbed by those who have endured' the heat of the plains. Tlie 
mist rose in a white cloud from the nrer, but the sky behind the 
blue hills to the East, was of a clear red. Presently a spark of fire 
appeai*ed above one of the peaks, and in two minutes more, the 
sun leaped forth, throwing' a column of crimson light on the gi-ey 
waters of the Sutlnj. Beyond, and to the left of the low undulat- 
ing ridge before us, rose chain after chain in endless sraccession, 
backed by the snowy pinnacles, -which, in the morning light, stood 
up, white and cliff-like, their sides seamed apparently by deep, and 
nearly perpendicular ravines ; but as the day advanced, all was 
merged into one soft, mottled, blue and w-hite haze. 

The encreasing heat of the sun made us look out for our boat,' 
’Which was tracking along-side, when we were arrested by the ap- 
proach of two travellers, who evidently were in quest of os. la 
the first, we immediately recognized Akram Khan the llultani ; 
and in the other, the hermit of Tihara ; we were delighted to see 
our faithful servant, of whom we had had no certain inteiligence 
since the day he had left KangrA for Raj-ke-kot- His tale was 
soon told, that he had lingered about Mahtab's prison, vainly seek- 
ing for some means of introducing himself, until he learned that 
the bird w'as flown. Not knowing the cause of her removal, lie 
feared some fresh disaster, and hastened to Kangra in c^uest of me. 
There too, he was disappointed, finding me gone ; bnt he followed 
my steps to A mritsir, and at that city gathered enough to lead him 
to hope that I had found Mahtab. Thence he had pui’saed me to 
Ohowndee-ke-ghat, where we now were. I told him that I had 
not forgotten my promise, that his services should not go unre- 
warded, and desired him now to get into one of the boats; “ but 
what/' I asked, is' the old from vTibyra doing here ?" 

Will the allow him to Accompany me into the boat 

Certainly,” and I again looked at the old man with an in- 
creasing assurance that I had before known him. However I post- 
poned my investigations, as the travellers were tired and hungry ; 
told them to eat and sleep, and that in the evening we would have 
a. conversation. 

, The sun was sinking behind the low land, to our West;, and one 
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of tlie lake-like Bends of tke river was g'lomng like a topa^ •: 

file huge, clurasj, dark sail that Bad been hoisted to our boat, and 
was still uiistmck, looked picturesque in that subdued light wlueb> 
ilirows so strange a beauty over the com monest objects ; we back 
brougbt-to early, and I w'as walking along-side of MahtaVs doll 
on the Mgh, turfy bank, when Akram Khan catiie to make hi& 
salam* I immediately enquired about thefaqhr. 

The j^akib then does not recognize Ham Singh T* replied 
the Miiltani. 

To be sure I do ! How stupid not at once to see through his? 
disguise 1 But what is the meaning of all this mummery My 
old soldier in reply gave the following narrative : — 

On the night of Chand Khan's murder he had lain down to 
rest as usual, under guard, with his fellow detenu old Ram Singh, 
(who HOW" standing before me and divesting himself, of his /aqis» 
habiliments, I was surprised I had not before reco^^^d*) ' The 
latter was wakened by finding a bandage forcibly applied to his- 
mouth, and hearing a deep low’ voice cominan ding him to rise and 
accompany the speaker. Before the old man was w^ell awaJce, he 
was blindfolded, and led away by two stout fellows ; unable to 
speak or see, he could make no resistance, nor did he kiiow^ by what 
road he went, or by -what companions he w’as accompanied for seve“ 
ral hours. He was tied on a horse, and led along at a gallop till 
the wdiole party were weary ; and then, when taken down and al- 
lowed to use his mouth and eye^, he found himself still pinioned,™ 
out of sight of KangrA, or any other object that he recognized, and 
surrounded by a band of ruffianly Sikhs. One, who seemed the 
leader, he . described a| particularly ferocious, and as baving his 

fflcmared with blood. liilnt Singh ga- 
thered from their conversation, that they were proceeding to La- 
haur, where he was to be given up prisoner, and he knew what 
sort of fate would there await him. Fain ishing and dOsSperate, the 
old man asked for some food, when the brutal leader flung an old 
shoe at him, and said with a sneer, there, you may make your 
breakfast on that. I have lost the fellow to it.” The old man had 
not been a jailor without learning something of the laws of evi- 
dence, and when his arms were a little loosened, to enable him to 
mt the scanty fare afterwards given to him, he made himself mas- 
'ter of the shoe. " 
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"'Tlie party proceeded for some days ; and tliea, wliea tliey were 
one night plunged in a debauch, Ram Sliigli elieoled his escape- 
He wandered, almost starring, as a foqlr^ till lie reached the Sut- 
luj, and crossed into the British territory. 

There' he felt comparatireij safe, ^'id haring in his, wanderings 
seen the old deserted masjid at Tihara, he resolved to assume the 
name and character of a MusalmAn, and take up Ills abode beside 
at. Under the name of Hassan Shfih» he begged a sum siihicieiit: 
to i-epair the ruin, and then settled himself in the retreat Amid Im 
"wanderings, he had always kept possession of the old shoe, but he 
was dismayed one morning -at not finding it ; he could not account 
for its loss ; — a traveller had taken shelter with him the preceding 
night, but what stranger would purloin anything so appai'entlj 
worthless ? 

, Rkm Singh had continued this peaceable life till the time when 
we visited his abode, and was much pleased to find I did not de- 
tect him. Soon, after, however, AkrAm Khan, on his way in pur- 
suit of me, hegged a night's lodging from the /bqir of Tihara : the 
old man knew he could trust h is visitor, and accordingly discovered 
himself, and they both set out next morning in Cj[ucst of me. 

I was indeed much pleased to see the old man, w'-hom I had 
long supposed murdered ; but I advised him, if* he accompanied us 
to Eupar, there to maintain his disguise. Putting his tale in con- 
nexion with what Bohim Lall had begun to tell me, I began to find 
some clue to Ohand Kh-^'s murderer ; for at that time, the reader 
must remember, I was not in possession of all those details which 
I have anticipated in the preceding chapter, to keep up the thread 
of narrative. 

In two days more, we reached Eupar, a ruinous and depopulated 
town, standing on the verge of "the Khadir at the left bank of the 
Butluj. But ail now looked gay and splendid with the British 
encampment gleaming out from among the trees and turrets of the 
Bupar bank ; while on the wide flat sand that stretched on the 
other side from the brink of the stream up to the first low, but 
abrupt chain of hills, lay Eanjit Singh and his chivalry. I lias- 
tened to my quarters, and was next day admitted to present mj 
nmar to the Maharaja ; and having made all arrangements for the 
privacy and security of mymn0m^ I set mysetf wholly to lay.pro^ 
fessional work. . 
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Tiie spleadoiirs of tiiat gorgeous meeting axe too fresli in puBlic 
recollection to require repetition here. For the time, I got into the 
spirit of the afiair, anti really enjoyed the fine appearance the La- 
hmr troops made, although -I was too well acquainted with the 
geiiuiue nature of the material they were composed of^ to be Minded 
by the show. ■ ' ' ‘ 

What took place at the confidential interriews between the 
Eastern and Western Potentates, I cannot say, not haying been 
present ; what n^as said by the Kong and the Lord^ or how faqir 
A?si/.»4-din tried to fathom Mr. Prinsep, and how the latter 
thought he had blinded the former, remain for the future historian 
of rile extraordinary connection th at so long subsisted between two 
Goyernments, agreeing in nothing but in making fine speeches to 
each other ; that the friends of the one should be the heart's de- 
light of the other, and that all who dared to look askance at the 
Briton were to be exterminated by the Sikh, whose enemies again 
were to he made minced-meat of by the Lords of Htndust^. 

What was the ostensible object of the goigeous scene now 
displayed, I am at a loss exactly to know ; it seemed that the Bri- 
tish Goyernment wanted something, they did not quite like to say 
what, or perhaps they hardly knew themselres ; but one thing was 
evident, that the successors of the Mughal, Lords of the greatest era- 
ever yet seen,- courted the alii anoe ,an upistart 
gripping him of was 

more tMn by'^'hole- 

sale, and never compensating for temporary ^Hation by subsequent 
good management, but in common with other destroyers of the hu- 
man race looking on the gold of the traders as his own, andconsider- 
tm0& mif to^he''squeez:ed, and com fields to be 
teapod*— but not by those vsdio so-#nd thein. ' 

Banjit Singh more than once consulted me while at Bupar as to 
any possible treachery that might be intended, and also asked my 
opirdicm as to the relative merits of his troops and those of the Eng- 
ii'Miit'W'ewj' pmsent ; I set Ms mind at ease on the first point, and 
' on the other told him, with my usual openness, that the body of 
Lancers in the Governor-Gene could ride through his ca^ 

mlrysf a J and 'that the European- if .needed, would stoad 
fei'be mowed d^-wn fey Ms guns uaitfl' mi a man remained# And/fer- . 
ther> that the example of such menj and the esj^ri;^ d'arme-e had 
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Spread throiiglioui; tlie Native Army, and fliat congec|neni:ly there 
are SepaM corps that have done and wonM again doj as the best of 
the Europeans. But/* replied Raiijxt, mj men are the same, or 
finer, and hardier and morO' inured to battle.** Forgive me/* I 
would reply, but they have no rallying point, nothing that if scat- 
tered to-daji would bring them together to-morrow ; suppose that 
In battle your Highness elikata (far be the day!) was to fall, who, m 
the absence of Raja Dhyan Singh, would lead ? or w'hom 'would the 
troops obey ?** Ah, Bellasis, you look gloomily on my power ; 
I like to hear you say whnt you think, hut let it be to me alone, such 
opinions would not do to be spread, for I do not look to end my em- 
pire in my own person, but rather expect that it will extend to 
l^si. The hrdlimam at least tell me that it is destined to em- 
brace the holy city, and that the banner of Govind wil^ijet wave 
over the mos<tues that have been permitted to defile the city of 
the gods. ** 

Banaras is very far (§), your Highness, within the boundary of 
the Europeans ; it is as for as from Jow^Ia Mukhi to the Atak 
mid hack again.** 

Oh, I know very well where Kfisi lies, and I don*t pre- 
tend to expect that I shall wrest it from the farangi ; bgt 
there is no knowing what may happen ; they may give it to me» 
they complain that it is only Bengal that pays them, that the 
Upper Provinces only bring expence, and that the revenues of the 
Duab and Delhi are swallowed up in their outlays. But hare I 
not twenty thousand men at tliis moment present, while Lord Ben- 
tinck has scarcely two ? surely there is no such difference between 
us but that, by a night attack, I could destroy his escort, and seize 
his person ; would they not then ransom him by the transfer of a 
province, or even by a gift of the lands down to the Jainna which 
are mine by right, won by my sword ?'* ‘ 

^^Such enterpriase .would surely, fail, for the English do not 
sleep in the neighbourhood* of An army, such as your Majesty’s, 
without ample security against surprize ; besides, if you took Go- 
vernor, Council, and Secretaries, it would not alter their policy a 
jot; hut within a month you would find Lahaur occupied, and* 
Gobindgurh ransacked/* 

You certmlf are free- .spoken BeHasis ; doif t you know that 
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I liave many allies m fliadtistaE ? clid you neyer liear wliat Dur- 
ban Sal offere^d me to help him at Bhartpur 

‘‘ I am the well-wisher of the Khalsa, heartily so, for I 
am not uKgrateful for your Higlinessh fayours ,* and, as I love 
the English hahner, I would rather, for its own sake, see its 
iiis»t of conquest restrained, and that the British GoTeriimeiit 
should consolidate their already huge possessions than extend 
them. But can a Prince of your Highness's sagacity for a mo- 
ment suppose that, Mahrdtlr^ Gurkha, Jat, or Musaiman would 
desire your success, or even, msh to change the English for the 
Sikh rule ? It is not unknown to so discerning a 'Euler that those 
who nearest approa^ to our own opinion, but still do not adopt it, 
are those who give most offence ; thus Sunis sell Shiahs, (c ) and 
think th?y do God a service ; Budhists cordially detest Hindus ; 
and do not both faiths hate Sikhs ? Whether as innovators and 
heretics, or as heathens, and as dripping with the blood of their 
brethren ? And yet the Sikh has much in common with both Mu- 
salmdti and Hindu ; no, believe me, your Highness, the brother 
estranged is the bitterest foe ; indeed have you not at your own 
court, ample specimens of the disunion among the Princes of India? 
have you not Hoikar and Appa Sahib as your suppliants ? And as 
for the usmper Burjan SM, it was easy for him to give away, or 
rather to offer, what was not his own ; and his nephew's hi?^sure 
wa#d doubtle®, in Ms opiiiio%;have been well apijlfed ''IA' pitting 
down iM owner-; the same terms enough, 

every where ; the discontented and the dispossessed would assiue 
you of a large share of the property you might recover for them." 

Ah, but when recovered we could help ourselves." Yes, arid 
doubtle^, your friends would so think ; and their first device 
would he how to get rid of, or at least to outwit you." I like 
you Beilasis, for you do not fiatter ; must stay at c@urt for a 
while, and 111 not forget your interests." In such mtoner we often 
conversed, and I always found his Highness both reasonable and 
affaWe ; I was df course present at the several public interviews 
given and received, but then 1 was only one of many, where every 
one was trying to elbow fdr himself a place, I had therefore little 
wish or opportunity to get beyond the threshhoid. 

■' , Dnrmg our stay at Eupar, Lord Beutiiick sent, for me, and, 'by 
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permission of the Maharajah I waited on Ills 'Lordship ; whose 
Quaker like simplicity struck me ' exceedingly ; indeed, strippiifg 
him of his followers, and 'taking Mm aside as was his pleasure to 
go in the attire of an English farmer, no one could for a moment 
have accused him of being the greatest potentate on earth ; the : 
man who had most freely under 'his controul the largest mass of 
God*s creatures, and the largest portion of territory and of wealth, 
the kings of the earth being as pigmies to him, and the huge em- 
pire of Russia and China not even equalling his empire in, real and 
substantial power : and yet this mam appeared, and was in reality* 
the personihcation of siiiiplicity, and, however erroneous his means, 
and vulgar the iiistrameiits and the machineiw he used, lie was, I 
do believe,, a thoroughly honest man, as he was a fearless and 
uncompromising one. 

He had then just weathered the half-batta storai ; a campaign 
more trying perhaps to British interests than any they had yet un- 
dertaken, and which, nothing but the right feeling of the majority of 
the otHcers, and, perhaps, want of decided leaders, prevented ending 
in open and wide spread mutiny ; he was right, in not yielding to 
the loudly expressed cries of the military ; but he was wrong in 
the. manner in which he executed .Ms invidious commission; and 
more wrong still, in not separating lumself from the unjust act by 
putting himself on half-batta too. But enough, and peace to his 
ashes ; lie meant well, and may the odium rest on those who calm- 
ly and coldly, from across the ocean, sent out such orders;, and 
agajn and again repeated them, as not one of themselves would 
dared to- enforce. ; ' 

Lord Bentinck appeared to be but very partially acquainted 
with the position of affairs in Central -Asia and along the Border, 
where his thoughts were so anxiously turned ; with surprisse I now 
gathered that no steps, or scarcely any, had been taken to procure 
authentic information; here t learnt was a news- writer, believed 
to be corrupt ; there another, known to be so; undin another quar- 
ter, a Subaltern officer would be sent, or rather allowed to wander 
unaccredited, at his own expence, and at his own risk ; or a com^ 
mercial Agent or traveller hardly permitted to go where the Bri- 
tish Government should have given lakhs to have induced intelli- 
gent and honest Agents to .venture. . 

Moorcroft, himself I believe in their employ, thongh as a traveB 
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ler OB Ms ovm bottom, gave such infomation as if acted on, would 
have prevented the encroachments of Gulab Singh on Ladak and 
the Chinese frontier ; and it was only now that a mission from 
Bombay under Lieutenant Burnes, had tardily wound its way up 
the Ravi under the guise of biinging English Dra^ horses for his 
HighJless^s especial riding ; but in reality to spy out the land 
which could, under the same intelligent officer, have been better 
and more honestly done in a hundi*ed other ways. 

** You have travelled I believe Colonel Beilasis/’' remarked 
Lord Bentinck to me, you have been in Persia and Afghanistan ?*' 

I have, my Lord, I served some years in the former country^ 
and at K§.bul and KAndah^r I spent several months. 

“ What is your opinion of the state of affairs in those quar- 
ters ?’^ 

That all is at sixes and sevens in both ; that any power 
that can pay may establish its influence there to-morrow ; as to 
patriotbm, or a care for any Chief or for any master, domestic or 
foreign, the feeling is dead; however as of the two, the Persians are 
least to be depended on and the easiest to assail, I would venture 
to suggest, — ^l3ut I intrude.'' 

By no meansy Colonel, I shall be obliged for your opinion, 
pray proceed.” 

;,fl was about to say, my ^Lordj»;^^t^it seems to me 
that the Imt policy the masters. pursue’ wili be 

to frighten the Persian, and foster the Affghan ; the former are 
venal to a degree, they would take your last rupee, and then 
turn s^ainst you ; besides you are too fax- off to effectually influ- 
ence them, occupy KharAk, shew them how easily you could make 
a descent on their coast ; open a communication with some of the 
discontented and starving Princes in the South — touch the Persians 
on the tail my Lord, and they 11 not make much head way , 
threaten SMrliz and they will not trouble Hiralt.” 

Ibis is quite a new view of the matter,” observed his lord- 
ship, pray continue.” 

But, for the Affghans I recojnmend quite a different policy, they 
are a poor people ; they want imapimity and common sense to guide 
their counsels; they want money^ they want confldence in something 
Of ffbmebody ; m Ih,Bt Mohamad they liave> I am mclmedta think# 
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as gfod a Maa as tliej are likely to get; he is not teo honest for his 
times, or so straightforward as to fall by the crookedness of those 
aronnd ; he eagerly seeks your alliance and bows Ms neck to yoiii* 
yoke; send him % brigade, give him , such a body-guai’d as will 
secure him at Kitbuk and enable him to go out in Ms districts, col- 
lex‘t his rents, chastise his turbulent, and encourage his peaceful 
feudatories. But at present, though unquestionably the best of lus 
nation, he dare scarcely leave, the BMa Hissar, lest on his return 
he should hnd the gates closed. If a Gliilji ora Suddozie consi- 
dered he could support himself for a day in the sovereignty, Dost 
Mohamad would he shot like a dog; hut no one lasts for the bed of 
thorns, unless indeed the dotard Shah Shujah, or his more besot- 
ted brother the blind Zeman/^ 

Lord Bentinck listended to me with much attention, and saying 
that he hoped to have an opportunity of renewing the conver- 
sation, wished me a very good inoming. 

I had not, however, the good fortune to enjoyanot her interview, 
which disappointed me much, as, from all I heard and saw, I had 
formed a high estimate of his Lordship’s wisdom as 'well as benevo- 
lence; of his unostentatious simplicity what can I say ? it has 
since been to me the wonder of many a solitary Jiour, and I have in 
vain sought for its parallel in ancient or modern history. 

NOTES 

(a) When “ Tub Auventuree’* first appeared la the Delhi Oaz&ttef a gen- 
tlemaa, who had served in the K&btil campaign, made some observations, which 
aeem to me worth inserting here, though th« intervening time has ao mighti- 
ly altered the position of affairs. The opinion of an inteHigent eye witness, 
formed at the time and on the spot, may help to the future solution of tiiOse 
causes which led to the reverses that the British arras sustained in Kabul. 

** I only wish from ray heart that our Government would remember the opi- 
nion Beliasls expresses aa to the relative power of European and Bafive troops, 
aod act upon the principle in A%banlstan. Two squadrons of Bragoons at 
Kandahar and two at Kabul — fellows that wm*t be refused— to serve as an edge 
and as m example to Shah Shujah’s Jan Bazes.*’ Four batteries of JSwvpeun 
artillery, and four good European regiments, fresh from Europe or the Colonies^ 
without any Indian prejudices as to equipage and camp-follower?, and prepared 
to rough it a little if necessary, would be amply sufficient for our military occu- 
pation in Affghaniatan. 

** Our Hlodustapi troops might then safely be withdrawn, andbesides an enor- 
mous saving in extra batta being thus effected (sepoys draw someiimes four and 
five rupees extra per m coipjpemtwjx for ratlon^^ while Kwopew have 
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only half a pound of beef daily), we should be saved that excessive dislike and' 
detcstat'mi which the Af%riaug eDtertain towards ia consequence of the bul- 
lying and swaggering propensities of our iudian sepoys ; wb left feeling more 
than neutralizes the good effect of their acknowledged, courage and heroism in 
the field. By the people of Afghanistan, the Natives of Iil!dia, whether Hindu 
or Indo‘Mu.»alman, are thoroughly despised, and nothing but dread of their 
numbers and of their Nizam, prevents the Afghans from wreaking their ven- 
geance on individuals of them. European so, Idle rs, on the other hand, are res- 
pected; nay, even liked, and, 30 long as the “ unclean animar* forms no part 
of their fare, Afghans have no objection, whatever, to eat with them, consider- 
ing them, as ^'people of the Book,’* in every way entitled to that privilege; 
while their acknowledged reputation for personal courage and physical strength 
-—their great superiority in the art and discipline of war— their higher standard 
of truth, justice aud sincerity (which, low as it may sometimes be, far exceeds the 
most exalted principles to be met with among the Moharaedans of Atfghanistan) 
and that mysterious moral influence which the meanest native of Britain pos- 
sesses over the Asiatic mind, prepare theAflghans to acknowledge them as con- 
querors. With the above mentioned number of European troops as a reserve, 
we may safely venture, gradnally^ to increase ^and discipline the corps of 
Native Aftghans under British officers, in the service of Shah Shujah ; and 
by degrees, get rid of the hated Hindustanis.. By a judicious enlistment of 
different tribes, Ohiijis, Duranis, Hazaras, Momunds, Pharsewans, Khybe- 
rees, &c. each being paid directly through British officers, all danger of 
insubordination may be avoided ; while, by restricting the age of admission 
into tile ranks to from fourteen to sixteen, (although by doing so, a long- 
er time may be required to render the regiments efficient,) we shall get 
men accustomed to discipline. For the supply of officers to such a force, a 
iCorpB of Cadets should be formed, from among the sons of the principal Chiefs, 
who will be found mast willing to join it, and these should be carefully instruct- 
ed under British officers, and declared well qualified, before being entruated 
with commissions. In short, we must adopt with these A%hans, (who have no 
prejudices, othet thim our 'Idu^tthem,) the 

same system of discipline which has been found' to answer so admirably among 
similar bi:ave and independent tribes iu Europe, and not attempt to follow the 
** Bengal regulations” too implicitly. But this is not all— ty/t«7e Briiish officers 
areempkged with Mah ShujaJds a corresx>onding protection must be af- 

forded to the interests of the ra’iyufs, in order that our name may not be mixed up 
with iact^ of injustice a ndr oppression. For this purpose, the revenue settlement 
of each district, Talook, or village, as arranged and agreed on by the Afghans 
theinscheSf should be registered, and every payment duly recorded by British su- 
perintendents, appointed for the purpose who will be able to cheek any unjust 
demands. 

This, in fact, is the system adopted by Sir C. T. Metcalfe, with such good efr 
feet, during his administration of Hyderabad,” j. 

(5) Banaras is the Kasi of the Hindus. 

(c) Nor are the respective parties always very careful to ascertain the distinc- 
tions ; Sunis are often seized, and, to shew their creed, curse Ali and all his ad- 
herents; and thus frequently they encrease their o^n sufferings, being tortured 
for attempting to deceive the faithful, until they acknowledge the imposition, 
when they have the satisfaction of being sold as gemim 
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Bdiasis fe.eh thdi his head is stiil in ike Ilonas jmas.'-^Snme Idnis fay' pec^ph 
^ called Chrisliaus. v- ' ' 


** My Sovereign, I confess, your royal grace* 

Showered oa me daily, ha%'e been more than conld 
ify studied purposes requite, which went 
Beyond all man's endeavours—my endeavours 
Have ever come too short for my des'irfes. 

Yet filled with my abilities. Mine own ends 
Have been mine so, that evermore they pointed 
To the good of your most sacred person, and 
The profit of the state. For your great graces, 

Heaped upon me, y>oor undeserver, I 
Can nothing render but atlegiant thanks ; 

My prayers to heaven for yon ; my loyalty, 

Which ever has, and ever shall be growing. 

Till death, that winter, kill iV* 

Titl'd 

— Xbe full sum of me, 

Is, an unlessoned girl, unschooled, unpractised ; 

Happy in this, she is not yet so old, 

* But she may leara; and j happier than this, 

She is not bred so dull, but she can learn. 

Happiest of all, in that her gentle spirit 
Commits itself to yours to be directed. 

As by her Lord, her Governor, her King !’* 

MIerehant of Vcmm. 

Thougli I was evidently in high fnvor, and believed to have 
faithfully executed my . trust at K^ngra, it was beyond the Maha- 
rajah* s comprehension that I could have served him without also 
helping myself : when therefore some of the hangers- on of the 
darbdr suggested that I should be squeezed, and declared that I 
had well feathered my nest, and ought to be made to disgorge a 
Mkh or more, Eanjit. could not resist the bait. Either affecting 
ht^wever, or really intending t0>let;nie.; off easily, he ordered a full 
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aoqvtittance to be given of my Kangrd accounts, on my papng 
d:>im thirteen thousand rupees. I spurned the imputation indig- 
nantly, and said that I had already accounted, to the last cowrie, 
for the money that had passed through my handsj and that I had 
neither intention nor ability to pay another rupee. 

My message, with due exaggeration, was reported to the king, 
and he thereupon reduced the demand one-half ; I sent back the 
same reply ; he became angry, and ordered my dera to be plundered. 
Expecting some such result, I had drawn together a strong band of 
followers and well-wishers, and determined to defend my right t ^ 
the determination was perhaps a rash one, but it had the desired ‘ 
effect. The Bhyah entrusted with the commission had orders not 
to use violence, or excite commotion so near to the English camp, 
but to do every thing short of coming to blows. Bhup Chand was 
a sensible sort of fellow, and soon saw Ms errand was a fruitless one ; 
he was, however, not ill-disposed, and dallied long enough to enable 
my friend the faqlr first to persuade the Maharajah that I had 
yielded, and when he was pacified, to obtain my pardon and have 
me excused from payment. Such prevarication came quite within 
Aziz-ud-din's system of etMcs, and probably Ranjit was glad on 
reflection, to have a pretext for avoiding a breach of the peace. 

For a day, I was mucii enraged, and kept my tent ; hut, feel- 
ing that the full receipt I had obtained secured me from further 
annoyance, and, determining never to in|;^ere^ of 

finance, I allowed myself to be petfetiad^ that the proposed vio- 
lence was only a part and parcel of the Patijib system, and by no 
means reflected on my personal character. It was sulkily enough, 
however, that ,I obeyed the next summons to dwrhar, where I was 
received with extraordinary favour : no notice being taken of my 
late recusancy, I was insensibly led from my own dark thoughts to 
fall in with the jovial humour of the ruler ; whatever was the cause, 
whether he had that day been gratified by any unusual civilities 
from the British side, I never saw him so facetious or so loquacious. 

He drew me on to talk of military matters, fought his 
battles o*er again/' made me min^fctely describe my brief campaign 
iii the hills, and observal, ** Ah B^llasis, there you certainly caught 
the FaharU in a trap, and served them in their own coin ! But, 
it'vi^as.a venteMs gaifle. to play s your force was sma|, and bad 
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they been commonly pradent-— bad one deserter from yoa joined 
tbem, you would not be here to-day to boast of tbe royal favour/* 
True, your Highness ; but I bad taken all precautions^ and 
without some hazard, no scheme can ever be achieved/" 

** You ate young, Betfasis, and youth is rash. No prudent 
Commander ever risks so much as that, failing his immediate ob- 
ject, he cannot bring off his troops. You might have been cut off, 
and your loss might iiave lost Kangra to the state. Prudence, 
however, is more easily acquired than pluck. I donT exactly 
blame, but rather caution you, for I wish you well, and propose 
your promotion."" 

In my heart 1 was seeking little but a fair pretext to ask for 
my dismissal, and this, within the last twenty- four hours, had been 
afforded. The Maharajah, by his winning tones and kindly speech- 
es, seemed aware of my thoughts, and as my temper was not one 
to bear malice, his honeyed words had the effect that sweets from a 
ruler’s lips nsually have- on his. ^mnts. »Answering, therefore, 
with respect^ if not with humility, I only slightly hinted at cause of 
offence, and declared myself as ever a faithful Servant of the Khalsa. 

We know it. Colonel Sahib ^ the appearance of every thing 
at bespeaks your activity and your honesty, and we shall 

take care that you go not unrewarded/* 

Many of those present at this interview bit their lips at End- 
ing I had rather gained than lost ground fit'orn the late fracas ; 
once or more an attempt was made to twist my words against my- 
self ; among those most opposed to me was my old enemy, Tej 
Singh, but;riie Maharajah, seeming to have got up the scene for 
of soothing me/ and shewing that I was in favour, ar- 
bitarily prevented all hostile interference ; and calling me his well 
approved friend, made me a present of a handsome horse, and, 
seeing that the ^ desired effect - had been produced,, dismisaed the 

Aziz-ud-din, who imw looked bn me as a special protegde of Ms 
own, took an early opportunity of congratulating me on my good 
fortune. The old man’s friendship for me was never tested by any 
very urgent demand, and I am glad of it, lest my feelings for Mm 
should have been changed. Having shewn me very great kindness, 
he seemed really attached to pae, and, if a moslem can really love a 
Christian, to take pleasure in mj society and .d^ise mj welfare. 

' do . ' ' 
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. The faqir had been so long used to dissemble that it was diffi- 
cult to know, nor did he always himself seem to be sure when lie 
was ill earnest ; surrounded by sectarians, himself the minister of 
a bitter enenjy to his own faith, and keenly watched by a hundred 
eyes, he had weathered the stonns of a <luarter of a century, and 
was noiv unquestionably the most trusted^ as he was the most 
trustworthy servant of the State. 

He had been so much accustomed to hear and to take a share 
in the mummery of Khdlsa superiority and Sikh excellence, that he 
BOW half believed they were realities ; and himself a moral man, he 
hardly looked with disgust on the filthiness of his master's character. 

One day, the old man being more thfui usually loquacious, ask- 
ed me about his bid friends and acquaintances ; the Sakih knows 
every thing, he reads the English Akhbars, and they seem to know 
what all the world are about ; I was thinking Colonel Bdkib, while 
on my ckarpdl last fiight, what you told me yesterday of the stars 
being worlds, and probably full of living beings , and it brought 
to my mind the littleness and the nothingness of this narrow circle 
of ours ; it reminded me of a story an old hiragi once told me, of 
a country whose king was selected tii-annually ; but the terms of 
Government were, that, on the completion of each monarch's pe- 
riod, he was ‘ to be banished to a neighbouring island ; the candi- 
dates were always many, the successful one ate, drank, and made 
and wh,o» hi^ aubmitted’.fo his But after 

a time, one was elected, Who made it the study of his three years 
reign to prepare for his after banishment ; instead of building pa- 
. laces in his kingdom, he sent his family and his treasures to the 
island, and there prepared his gardens and dwelling houses, so that 
when the period of Ms translation arrived, all was prepared, and he 
moved into a more comfortable berth than the one he had quitted ; 
Ah, Sithih^ I had not sense when the hiragi told me this, to un- 
derstand the allegory, but now I see that the riches of the world do 
not make a man happier in life, nor smooth his last moments, 
nor avail him hereafter, but that mercy and truth, justice and ho- 
nesty, are the treasures the old man bade me lay up in my coffers/" 

they are the Stores that moth and rust do not 
* .corrupt, and Igaiust wMcK thieves do not break through and steal/', 

; . .The S<^ii speaks wisely*"' . ’ 
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I speak the words of our Itoly hook, and I wish I could more 
abide by its precepts my friend/' 

Has the Sahib an AnjU ^ I never saw one^ nor ever before 
heard a gentleman talk of one ; I thought they were only meant 
for the preachers at Lndianah, who, I hear, have endeavoured, un- 
der pretence of teaching English;, to introduce Christianity/' 

The A77jil is the book of life, the word of truths faqirjl, and 
Christians are bound, if they believe the tenets of their ovfii reli- 
gion, to propagate it ; but doubtless there is a time and a season 
for ail things, and I am far from thinking it right, under a false 
garb, even to do good, and am decidedly of opinion that English 
literature and the Christian religion should not be coupled ; as to 
the Ludiana Padris, there is neither deceit nor force used by them : 
they declare that they left their ov/h land to try and convert you* 
and no one who does not choose need listen to them ; not but that 
I consider we should be conferring the greatest of blessings on you 
all if we could make you Christians/' 

What ! make us hog-eaters, drunkards, riotous livers, and 
debauchees ! for,, saving your presence Colonel SuMl, are not all 
these concomitants of Christianity ?"' 

** No more than gross beastliness is of the tenets of N^nak, or 
than crimes that i could mention are enjoined by the prophet ; on 
the contrary, as I have said, our religion commands peace, love, 
purity, and universal charity ; he who best acts up to such princi- 
ples comes nearest to his profession; he who acts contrary to 
them is but a Christian in name,; a heathen at heart ; our Mission- 
aries are not always the wisest and most judicious of men, but they 
are generally simple, earnest, and right-minded; look into the 
conduct of any of them, and if you can see the vices that pervade 
the conduct of Hindu, Sikh and Musalmdn recluses, then will I al- 
low that we are in error/' 

Forgive me SaMh, I speak less of what I kno'w than of what 
I have heard; I know that Christians are wise and brave, and I have 
even seen them gentle and kind ; but, performing no ceremonies, 
having no temples, and saying no prayers ; I hardly knew they had 
a religion. Ah ! it is a great many years ago since Metcalfe Sahib 
•was at Amritsir, but I remember it as if yesterday : he had -with 
him three or fonr other Sahibs, they were all good men like Mm« 
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self, and tlieir memories have remained, hut it is of Fergusson 
Mb (a)\ would speak ; he was wounded by the Akdlis in the night 
attack on the English camp (5) : — ^the Maharajah was much vexed, 
and sent me next day to enquire after the herdth of the wounded 
gentleman, whom I expected to see covered with blood and writhing, 
in agony ; but lo ! as I entered his tent, I saw only a gentleman 
lying in a bed, propped up by pillows, and reading a book. The 
sheets were snow-white, not a drop of blood was visiblej and so 
placid and at ease was the Sahlh, that I fancied I must have made 
a mistake, until I spoke, and Captain Fergusson put down his book, 
and told me that he was very happy, that he was reading his good 
book and felt no pain ; I have often thought of him, Sahihy he 
must have been a good gentleman ; and so clean and spotless were 
his sheets, just as must have been his heart, wah I wah / he was 
a good 

Yes, my friend/' I replied, there are good and bad among 
us, as among yourselves, the/< 5 ?m« does not alwayacover a fagir'^ 
says Shekh S^di." 

True Sahib f and if aE Christians were like Fergusson SaHh 
and yourself, we could better understand you, and more rightly ap- 
preciate the good that is undoubtedly in your characters, for who« 
ever doubted the word of a Sahib (e) 9 and where there is truth, 

is the foundation of right/* / 

Wk o‘n more private and personA^irttlters, and 
1 af- 

fected, but that I had decidedly touched a chord in Ms heart. 

What would you wish, SaMb 9 would you like Kashmir, Mul- 
^ ,^n or Pashawar ? In the , Maharajah's present mood they are all 
Witfan yoiir readh, and I need not say that my word is at your ser- 
vice, — ^but do not, I pray you, believe yourself safe from, the ma- 
chinations of the Rajah and his partizans ; for a time, and for their 
own reasons, they appear to have left you unmolested, and even in 
regard to the lady to have acted generously, but they have a rea- 
son, rely on it, and trust them not/' 

Tliank you, my kind Mend/' I replied, I appreciate the 
Bajah's favours at their true, value, and as for myself and prospects 
I have little thought and less care ; I have suffered much during 
, m, short service, , and, biut'fdridne tie to the country, I ‘shehld«at 
oncfe^ "beg' for my ‘discharge ; irhether I go here or 
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€)t 'wlietlier I remain in tlie presence, is to me- indifferent; if I 
could be assured of doing good in any quarter, to tliat would I 
ttim ; but Kasbmlr bas been so long mismanaged and ground 
down; Pasliawar is so lawless, and Multan is, so bot, that tbe Go- 
vernment of any would be sad up-bill work. Besides, I confess to 
you that I see a coming storm, from which it behoves all wise men 
to keep aloof ; and during my short career I have witnessed so 
much of the unruliness of the Sikh soldiery, that I shall be unwill- 
ing to put myself unnecessai*iiy into their power.’" 

The Klidsa soldiers ! what of them, SaMb 
'WhBtyfaqir Sakih, but that they are a band of ruffians ? was 
not Nand Singh an officer of these heroes ? and was not his bro- 
ther Bhup Singh in their ranks ? and indeed, seeing that his High- 
ness, instead of hanging or blowing away robbers and other mis- 
creants, fills up his ranks with them, what other Iruit can he expect 
than is daily reaped ; misconduct before the enemy, oppression in 
the provinces^ and insubordination towards their officers V* 

What would ^ou do Hang up a score/" Is the &- 

Mh of AvitabFs school, does he delight in blood 

No,faqir SaMb, 1 do not ; and that is the very region I 
would gffied a little ; I would not imprison nor place in irons, my 
officers or other men holding respectable situations ; but I would, 
on the contrary, make the soldier's post one of respectability, the 
officer's one of honour, and I would pay him and treat him as one 
placed far above his slpahis ; indeed unless you do so, it is impos- 
sible to expect that they will respect or obey him. Nor is it in 
human nature that the man who was in irons to-day, should either 
respect himself or be respected tp-morrow : if in short, I ever again 
command a body of the Maharajah’s troops, I must have full autho- 
rity over them/" 

** You were not much interfered with at KAngrA 
Not much indeed, except/that my life was in homly peril, 
and that nothing but Providence saved me from both my own men 
and Government/" 

Come, come, Saliih j the Maharajah was ever kind/" 

** So he was, and, I should rather say, ffrom my enemies high 
and low/"' - ' 

While the two courts remained encamped opposite each other, 
I made acquaintance with ’moye4han one of the English 
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and had many interesting conversations with one of them who had 
been long stationed at Ludiana, and who seemed well acquainted 
with the politics of both powers, and with the under current that 
guided the counsels of the Calcutta and Labour Cabinets, 

I will venture on another dose of history for the reader, by giv- 
ing some of the particulars gathered in these conversations. 

Nat long before the Eupar interviewj Captain Murray, the Bri- 
tish Political Assistant at Ambalah, had died; lie was an excel- 
lent public officer, and a conscientious, though reserved and some- 
>vhat eccentiic man. Haidiig been many years at Amballah, and 
being intimately acquainted with the histories of all the Sikh fami- 
lies on either bank of the Suteluj, he saw with regret the curse 
brought on so extensive a country by the Lahaur supremacy, and 
strove with all his might to keep it within hounds, by opposing 
Eanjif s constant claims, as affected paramount, to new patches 
of territory oh the left bank of the river. But in this laudable de- 
sign, Captain Murray was much thwarted by the Agent at hudiana, 
who. stood up for the Lahaur claims, and as the battle fought 

in Calcutta, the latter prevailed. .. Each year saw Eanjit obtain a 
village or an ilaka until, mth little exception, both banks of the 
Suteluj were acquired by the wily , old Maharajah, who petted his 
Ludiana friend and made much of the man who so well served hi^ 
interests; at the Eupar meetii^ the Agent was treated with ev^ 

Eanjit, however, 1 am hof of '• or wa$ 

most influenced by those whom he was most lamiliar with : on the 
contrary, I believe that opposition was what he respected, and that 
he -OBly appisraated vrhat he, dearly, or at some price, acquired, and 
that if he flatter^ Murray least, he tst^med him most. 

It was in the year 1805 that Holkar, taking refuge beyond the 
Sutluj, was pursued by the victorious Gen eral Lake even to the 
Byas, when the Mahratah, finding he could get no help from the 
Sffih, snocombed. This seems to have been the fii'st time the 
British and Lahaur Goverisinente came in contact ; and, so little 
was the former acqu^ted with the state of things beyond the 
SntluJ that LoM W^feslefs letters t^ dental Lake then allud^ 
to Ranjit Sngh as to one, (thoi^h perhaps the most powerful,) of 
had insucb §6seral terjnsas shew thatit was only the^dden 
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fiiglit of Holkar in that direction wMch reaiinded tlie Biitisli that 
snch a people as tlie Sikhs existed. The Maharajah was, however, 
better informed than his more civilized neighbours, and it was only 
just to try the length of his tether, and as a dying eifort to extend 
his influence to the South of the Butluj, that he made his brief cam- 
paign, while Mr. Metcalfe was in the Panjah. 

The reader may remember that in September, 1808, the Sir- 
hind and Malwa Sikhs earnestly petitioned for British protection, 
and that Mr. Metcalfe was sent to discuss the arrangements with 
Banjit. While both parties were encamped at Kussoor, the Ma- 
harajah suddenly broke up his camp, and taking the British envoy 
some inarches with him, swept hy Fanid-kote and Mulair-kotia, to 
Ambala, and, in spite of Mr^ Metcalfe's remonstrances, gave aw^ay 
or appropriated the territory then acquired. JSTor was it until Sir 
David Ochterlony, at the head of a considerable force, (backed by 
a reserve under General St. Leger,) reached Ludiana, that the con- 
queror would yield up his late acquisitions, and consent to treat on 
the basis of a mutual recognition of the status existing when the 
conference commenced at Kiissoor. Eventually Raiijit was obliged, 
very reluctantly, to give up the fruits of his last campaign, and ta- 
citly to admit to the Patiala and other Sirhind and Malva Sikhs, 
how much he dreaded the British arms. This was a solitary strug- 
gle, a single bold attempt to conquer or to conciliate the southern 
Bikhs, for, in liis endeavours to detacli them from their proposed 
league with the English, he granted them large portions of his late 
acquisitions, especially to his maternal uncle, Bhag Singh of 
Jheend, who thus acquired both Ludiana and Ambala, and after- 
wards much embarrassed the arrangements of the British. 

It had been the mutual feuds of tlie Chiefs that first tempted 
Eanjit across the Suteluj, and he was very sore at finding so fair a 
field and so easy a conquest plucked^ as it were, firom his grasp, and 
until he saw Ochterlony's BattaHons, he persisted in calling the 
Jamna his natural boundary. 

The whole southern bank of the Sutluj had been for genera- 
tions in the hands of Patkan and other Musalman Chiefs, ser- 
vants or feudatories of the Delhi throne. Of these the most 
considerable at the time of Ranjit's rise, (and, indeed, with Mui- 
lair-Kotla, ^most the only one that survived the braak-up of Mus- 
alman supremacy ia that quai1)er) was Eae Aleas of liae-ke-kote^ 
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He too was sinking fast, one by one Ms possessions crmnMed away 
till little has remained to Ms family but Ms fort and the lands it 
commanded. Doubtless, but for the British in terference, all up to 
the Janma would hare swelled theLahaur raj; hu t, in consecj[ueiice 
of their inteiference^. the territory as then found ha s, (with the 
few changes caused by lapsed feifs, resumptions, &c.) remained in 
static Nearly one-half of that portion of the territory in 

question, protected by the British, belongs to Karam Singh 
of Patiala, whose revenue of twenty takhs exceeds all the 
others put together : Jhind is next in impo rtance, then Khy- 
tal, and then Naba. These are the four larger powers, protected 
by the English ; among them they enjoy a revenue of thirty-hve 
lakhs, and could bring into the field twenty thousand men of sorts. 
There are besides perhaps as many as a hundred petty chiefs and ten 
times that number of Lordlings whose total revenue may be ten 
lakhs, and who could furnish twelve thousand ^Idiers ; but from 
whatl copld bear^ though they are well disposed the British, and 
stout-looking fellows into the bargain, they would not be efficient 
allies in the field ; ^customed to nothing beyond a boundary dis- 
pute, they would come into aotiQU as mere Militia men, and would 
not make a stand against the regular troops . of the PanjAb or any 
other State. The Cavahy especially, except a few personal retain- 
ers of the Cliiefs, are very inferior to those of Lahto. 

'TheJLMkte left 

of rupees; not above four lakh^f treasu- 
ry ; and the territory like the British portion, is mostly in 
ja^ir to or religious Chielfe : the former descendants of 

^^htuud Mceators in the consolida- 
tion of the Sikh power ; fibe latter claiming kindred with the early 
spiritual leaders. These possess ions are scattered in patches from 
the Sutluj ‘to the Jamna, but lie chieiiy along the bank of the for- 
mer. The inhabitants of these trans -Sutluj States, whether under 
rpr British (rovernme ,nt, comprise' as few Sikhs as 
those of the Fanj§h^ and chiefly con sxst of mixed tribes, as Gujars, 
Jats, Bains, Dogars, &c. In ^ tjio States ,a large portion of the 
cMtiyators are MusalmAiis, and you may go into village after vi!« 

beloagiog'to the Sikh®^ a Singh. ' , * 

;’”tCh0'..^u«:.wh0‘fedly foi:i^ed me with- the aboye of 
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iiiforraation, took me rotmd the lines of tke Englisli, and I was 
much struck with the completeness of every thing in their camp 
equipage ; long accustomed to the make-shifts of Persian and Sikh 
armies, I was quite delighted with the contrast. The two squa-* 
drons of Lancers especially struck me ; each man looked fit for an 
officer ; and I was also much pleased with the dashing style of the 
Horse Artillery. In the several days that the troops were out, I 
did not observe a single accident occur, or any part of the haimess 
give way, although every move was done at a gallop, and the com- 
ing about to bring the guns into action was always at a fearful 
rate ; indeed I was prepared to see one gun crush the other, hut 
the movements of the horses soon shewed me that they too knew 
the sound of the bugle, and that little was required in the men but 
to hold hard. The practice, too, was excellent, I never saw better 
in any part of the world ; and though we had been trying to get 
up a return play of our own, the Maharajah was wise enough to 
give up the rivalship, seeing that however we might succeed, we 
should shew small after the English display. 

A,s I have said, Eanjit was most anxious about the appearance 
of the Sikhs in this, his first interview with the Governor- General ; 
he had desired my presence, but he himself gave all the orders at 
the time, and selected the troops that were to shew off. Besides 
the regulars, (attired like the English except their head and foot 
gear) there was the elite of the Sikh army ; thousands, clothed in 
yellow and green silk vests, with a loose degagee turban, half flow- 
ing over the shoulder ; to an unpractised evye these men, with their 
long dark heihds and fierce aspect, looked more warlike than the 
quiet and subdued sipahis^ and the statue-like Emopean soldiery ; 
but no soldier could for a moment compare the silken array with 
the broad-cloth, or the gold and tinsel of the Sikhs, with the sim- 
ple solidity of the British, and doubtj the result of an encounter. 
The. quiet, proud bearing of the ; Company''s sipalm^ quite as muck 
as that of the Europeans, seemed to assert their superiority, as the 
Maharajah and his train rode slowly down their line and inspected 
them, as they afterwards did us. Once or twice, in spite of Raii^ 
jit's good arrangements, a fracas nearly took place, from inquisitive 
idlers prowling into the English ranks, pulling about the men's wea- 
pons and handling their accoutrements. Such conduct was gene- 
rally taken good humouredly, but occasionally a dimi and hot-blood 
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Bietj aad then, a Iiand would be raised, or a blade liaIf-^ra%T% but 
all ended peaceably ; and, 'if Lord William Bentinck was M well 
pleased with tbe result of tbe iuterriew, as was the Labaiir Chief, 
o.ae point was gained, that of putting the parties in good humour 
with another. 

A bridge was prepared a little abore tbe town of Rupar; the 
English camp was on their o’^vn bank and rery picturesque it look- 
ed, lying among the trees and cultiTation that fill up the alluvial bed 
between the stream and the high ridge that botmds the hliadlr t 
the Sikh, encampment, on the other side, occupied a small sandy 
plain that lies between the river and the ban:en range of hills that 
form the lower steps of the first Himalayan range. 

After all formalities hadjbeen arranged betw'een the two powers, 
the Maharajah, paid the nrst visit, which the Governor-General 
returned next day. After this there were mutual inspections of 
the troops, and other such Military spectacles, tillthe camp broke 
up ; the Slaharajah determined on making a progress towards the 
north, and I obtained a month's leave to visit Laliaur, and shew 
the capital to my bride. 

Mahtab Ivowr being a Mil-Woman, was, as I have already saicl, 
less fettered by custom and form than the people of the plains, and 
could more readily adapt herself to new customs. Afiectioii> too, 
wonderfully quickens a woman’s powers ; and her anxiety to he in 
•all wife qp learn that 


OgiStig’*|Bu^ ’ the 'World, I 

may be excused for dwelling a little on ber who was, while I Tiad 

** The dove of peace to ^my lone A tic, 

•' > ** lhi£^ iMa^’e the stranger’s shy less dark.’^ 

and now, when on the eve of quitting this land, I record the remem- 
bi-ances furnished by my sojourn in it. I can hardly believe that 
she is not by, to read, to comment, to suggest, as was her 'wont 

1 see thine eye still beaming ! 

1 hear tby voice’s torre I 
It hannts me in my dreamingj 
It visits me alone. 

Oh I canat thou be departed. 

While thus thy form I see ? 

Can 1 be broken hearted 
. , "Wbile thou art thus with me ? 


astonished m< 
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It is but a delusion— * 

I know thou dost not live I 
Xet love I the illusion. 

Beyond what truth could give— 

Loved as thou wast while nearer^. 

My bosom now is taught, 

'Xhau canst be even, dearer 
Bnshriaed in holy thought I . 

N' Q T E 'Sv : ■: ^ / : : -':r' : ^':v' 

■, (a) Ihfise obssrvalions were actually addressed tome hy faqir Aziz -u-dia,, and ; 
a?e preserved to shew the force of one good example above a “hundred homiUe^scr’'' 
The individual referred to in the text, is thus mentioned by Sir Walter Scott, in 
a letter to Lord M ontague, written in 1820 ;— 

“ Sir Adam is well, and, bis circle augmented by his Indian brother. Major Fex^ 
gnsson, who has much of the family manner, an excellent Importation, of course, 
to Tweedside.*^— (See Lockhart’s life of Scott.) 

This W'as the olilcer who commanded Sir C. Metcalfe’s escort when at 
Lahaur," 

(b) This attack was intended as a surprise, but the enemy were deceived as 
to British discipline. The small party under Captain Bergusson (who, if re- 
port errs not, fought in his paejammas when he received the wound referred to 
by the faqir) quickly formed, and scattered the assailants, Ranjit Singh was 
greatly enraged with the Akalis tor this wanton attack on the camp of a friendly- 
guest, and heaped on the fanatics every term of abuse but he chiedy upbraided 
them for cowardice, afUr having aiiaohd the camp, to allow so small a party, 
about four hundred, to repulse so many thousands of them! 

(c) This confidence in the truth and integrity of British officers has been 
spread, even further than their power. The Bengal Artillery officer who, 
lately went from Herat to Petersburgh, 'found the feeling already es^isting at 
Khiva. It may not be amiss to suggest the importance of not weakehing this 
most valuable^ b|f;tpcautiously diaseminatiug every rumour thiat imj reach 
a camp ojp station. "Tlie credit of the cMcmM dt the British misaion at Herat, re* 
celved a severe shock in consequence of their having stated, on what they be- 
lieved unquestionable authority, that five hundred men had been killed in the 
battle of Bamiau, when the Heratis afterwards ascertained that the nunjber 

ed did not amount to mt-iaith of that stated. 
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COSTENTS. 


Momrchs seldom sue in vain.'^'-^BtUasis gets a rooing coimnUswn,'^^^ One-haJJ" 
qf the world know not ham the other half lioeJ^^T/ie JBhouria's iale» 


“ The towers df Ifirozpiir look down. 

Oil man j a mile of subject land ; 

On cultured field and peopled town. 

And. on the Ghara's silver sand. 

The peasant tills a thankful soil, 

And safely reaps the field he sowed ; 

; ISoT dreads to lose bis early toil, 
l?or fears the armed Sikb*s inroad. 

It was not so in former days. 

For, many a mouldering tower around 
Attests the ruthless border frays 
That made each field a battle-ground.’^ 


Jf . fir. 


Botli c^ps had brokm lip ; theJ'WoVnmg of the 2nd 

of NoV6ttl8r, the " ' life, 

and sparkling with the pride andpomp of the Maharajah's court, and 
the prouder, if less gaudy, array of the English Vicegerent, were 
‘ silent and forsaken : the beautiful scenery of Eupar was again left 
‘ot th-*|Wthess* /liLe delmucheries of its sarage lord, the 
Sikh Rajah, Bliup Singh, one of the many lordlings of the day who 
are a curse to the land they devour. 

The night before the dispersion of the camps, the Maharajah 
sent to me at a late hour ; I w^as surprised, for although I knew 
that he often transacted business with the Rajah or faqir at such 
untimely hours, it had not hitherto been my lot to be so disturbed ; 
however I immediately and found his Highness in his sleeping 
tent, half reclining against a latge bolster on a cJiarpa% Aziz-u-din 
.sitting on the ground hie side/ and '-two attendants in the -dis** 
taneet , ' ‘ 
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*iAli Bellasis I'"" was the greeting, as I was-- iisliered in fey 
the waiting Bliayaj you have been quick, my friend, your Pesb* 
khema has gone off ; how is that ?*' 

Hie camp ivas broken up I understood, your Higliiiesss, and 
that I had a month's leave of absence." 

Yes, but why such haste ? winch way do you propose to tra- 

By Kapurtalla to Lahaur, your Highness." 

“ Ah, so I thought ; but 1 have an errand for you elsewhere, 
my friend ; here, sit by the faqb\ he’ll tell 570U." 

I was in no very good humour at being disturbed from my bed, 
and in still worse at -what seemed the cancelling of my leave ; but 
tvhen Monarchs tell their servants to sit in their presence, they are 
seldom disobeyed ; I accordingly sat myself down beside Aziz-u-din, 
who quickly perceiving the cloud on my brow, commenced mutter- 
ing a string of ejaculations, and pithy sentences, as much with a 
view of giving himself time to put his speech into a pleasing and 
complimentary form, as to let me recover my temper : meantime 
Eanjit Singh cdosed his one eye and slept, or affected to sleep ; 
and the two attendants remained outside the tent. 

Ah A'' at last opened out the faqir^ "'your ikhal is 
great ; the light of the sun eaqh day more brightly shines on you ; 
and my friend, as a scholar and asagei knows that happy is the man 
on whom the royal favour* is turned ; and withered the wretch from 
whom it is averted." 

Here I began to look very impatient, but catching the faqir^s 
eye w^hich twinkled as much as to say, "all this is a part of my busi- 
ness, be patient," I waited, while he w’'ent on, ‘"But tlie/SaA^Ais wise, 
and knows the truth of all this ; his servant will, therefore, explain 
that it is the Maharajah's orders thakCplonel Bellasis should travel 
to Lahaur by way of Ludiana, Wudni and Firozpdr; it is many 
years since his Highness has visited the South bank of the Sutliij, 
he is therefore desirous of sending a trusty servant who can ob- 
serve and will faitiffully report the state of affairs. You ai*e desir- 
ed to keep a journal and to note eveiy occurrence, and above all to 
mark the state of the different forts belonging to the lieges, whe- 
ther they ai;e in a defensive condition, and especially whether any 
have been added to, ox are now in progress of addition^ in which 
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no 

latter mm you are positively to forbid the measures and to bri^ the 
owner to the presence/* ' 

I was thunderstruck ; the order in itself was no very vexatious 
one, and to many would have been a boon ; but I did not like the 
kind of duty, and had made my arraiigements for a moutl/s hoIi« 
day, so I looked black; the fatiir observing my cotmtenance, glanc« 
ed at me expressively, and remarked, I thought it would be so, 
S'a/iih, that you would not have words to express your gratitude ; 
the Maharajah is reposing, we may retire ; if you will leave the 
tent, I win foHow as soon as I can collect my papers/* I rose, and 
walked off, and was not well oat of the tent when I heard Eanjit 
tui-n round and chuckle something to the Secretary who shortly 
followed me : I did not conceal from him my annoyance, but the 
old man taking me by the afe rephed, be patient, Sahib, it is all 
for your good ; the duty is a pleasant, and may be a very profitable 
one, and will keep the royal eye on you/* . 

, It is a work, however, that I do not mean to undertake/' I 
replied moodily. * 

Th-Q faqir Was aghast, The Sahib is not mad ? he does not 
drink, or I should suppose him intoxicated." 

I laughed and replied, Truly Hakmfi, you try my patience ; 
here have 1 made all my arrangements for one route, and you send 
me by another double as long ; how a»m I to take my wife ? and 
shall T apt be considered a igy '-by the English 

ed your boats, which can tdke her coMiOTOliy 'Id'* Mfo^^r; and 
for yourself, did you not tell me you had an invitation to Ludiana 
Thanks for the boats, my good friend, and you are right as 
#>»y intita1icn'to%ii#ana, but how is that to frank me to Wudni^ , 
and into the old ca^e at 1 'whji faqir Sabib, the two old 

women will use spells against me, and jadic kur me, unless indeed 
Captain Wade has me seized as a spy/' 

The Sahib is not afraid/* and the old man looked queerly at 

** am not ; but it is one thing to be a spy, another 

to be a soldier ; lam willing to take my chance of being shot, but 
I have no desifp to be faan^d/* 

You Joy are a strange race> there is not a SwMr 
from Singhj pr'tdha Singh Majeti% downwards^ that would 
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Bot jump at your mission ; and here you, object as if you were of- 
fered an injuiy/' 

Offer it then to them, I have no fancy for prying into other 
men’s halls.” 

Az!z-u-din understood Ms work : like a skilful angler he gave 
meJeave to exhaust my pettishness, and then, %vlien I paused, gent- 
ly drew toward.^ me, - half reasoning, half Mattering. I saw his 
game, and felt more than once inclined to turn restive upon him, 
but in the end he talked me over, so that I consented to let Mah- 
tab go by water to Firozpur under a suitable escort, and agreed to 
make a rapid stretch round my destined course, so as to meet her 
in time at the rendezvous. Thefaqir had parwanahs ready for 
me desiring all Sanlars, Jagirdars^ Thmtadars and others exer- 
cising authority, or enjoying the Lahaur protection, to obey all or- 
ders given by the excellent Colonel Bellasis ; to throw open their 
castles and towers to him, to provide him with suitable escort, and 
all else that be may demand. 

Before noon, the next day, I had embarked my wife, and mount- 
ing a good stout roadster ; within the hour I had reached the ancient 
town of Chamkgur, famed for its defence in the olden times against 
the Delhi throne ; here I took a. glance at the ancient hila^ mo- 
ralized after the usual fashion of travellers; and changing my back i 
for my good steed Chanda, rode him at a rattling rate to Machi- 
waia, likewise an old place, and one still thriving ; here I had ano- 
ther fresh horse, and before the sun was well down, was at the 

hospitable board of my friend, at Ludiana, who, to enable 

him to entertain, uxe^ bad got permission to go in advance of bis re- 
..giment, and himself accompanied me in my pleasant ride; it was al- 
most all in the kadar of the Sutluj, and in the rainy season would 
have been a wet scamper, but now our ride was over a green and 
pleasantly varied country, the path . being sometimes above, some- 
times below the high bank of tbe river. 

At Ludihia I stayed but one day, \ and therefore, was unable to 
examine it as minutely as I wished ; I bad time, however, to per- 
ceive that the fort does no credit to its architect ; and that tlie new 
town liiis a forced and miislmoom aspect ; hundreds, if not thou- 
sands, of shops being empty, and many with fair and smooth fronts 
being roofless; .the roads are bad' and dirty ; a moiety of the in- 
habitants are E^shmerians, a filthy,, noisy, idle and .litigious race ; 
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one hazm^ is fine and broad, the others are narrow and poor, mueh 
as in other -Native towns, except that they are more straight and 
regular. 

Early the second mormng I shook my kind host by the hand; 
and turning south-west, cantered across country to Jagraon, a large 
and neat town of considerable trade, and in the middle of a rich 
tract of country, belonging to Fatteh Singh Aluw'ala : this Chief, 
not long before, had been discontented and even in rebellion ; on 
wjiicii account Ranjit Singh was now jealous of his movements, and 
desired especially that I . should thoroughly observe and report on 
what was the condition and spirit of his extensive estates south 
of the Sutluj, giving him as they did such opportunity of intrigue. 
I found Jagraoii a very neat and thziving place; well walled against 
a Cavalry inroad; with a citadel, admirably suited to tlie times for 
which it was built, and, even now, imposing ; here I halted two days 
to allow my horses and servants to come up, and to make such en- 
quiries as I should deem requisite ; i was treated with eveiy respect 
and. attention by the authorities, and during iny stay picked up a 
good deal of information ; I was astonished at the extent and va- 
lue of the Aluwala territory in this quarter, spreading like a net 
from the Mamdot border to the Jamna, and commanding the se- 
veral roads into Hindostan. 

i then made a morning's ride to Wadnh and found there a ra- 
ther extensive fort, built of burnt brick, in good order; it was‘ inter- 

, esting' 

Sada Konwar, Ranjit Singh's mother-in-law and the makir of his 
fortunes, who then was, and had long been, a prisoner. From Wad- 
ni I nearly retraced my steps, turning, North, and giving Jagraon 
a wide , berth to my rights I , rode across the open plain to Dharam- 
kot, a royal demesne, with a small half-mud, half-brick fort of no 
strength, but with a considerable, though dishevelled town attach- 
ed. Here again I halted a day, and, to the horror of the grain* 
dealers, witnessed the opening of tw’o grain pits ; these deposits are 
made in seasons of plenty, the pits being dug in any high dry spot, 
filled, and covered over, and sometimes left untouched for years ; 
.when opened the local authorities get a fourth, and the onHer ge- 
nerally sells the remainder at such enhanced price as amply repays 
him for the original outlay with mterest and expenses ; these depo- 
sits are the great resource of the country against famine, and but 
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for the arbitrary and heavy exactions above noted, (wliicb. eventa^ 
ally fall on the consumer) would be more numerous, and do mucli 
to relieve the plague of hunger which periodically depopulates the 
border, as it does many parts of Hindustan. The owners and autho- 
rities in this instance were not a Jittle astonished, that, bearing a 
royal order for free quarters, I neither asked for anything, nor 
seemed to expect soorsat, or fee of any kind ; the iirst flight there- 
fore of those interested being over^ I was overwhelmed with 
politeness. 

Two hours before day-light the second day, I started with the 
moon ; at seven miles on my right was Isa-Khdn-ke-kot, a small 
walled town, of very bad fame, belonging to the Aluw^ala Chief ; hy 
the light of the moon I rode through, and ^vith some HEmilty 
across the town ; for, its limits being contracted, it is more than usu- 
ally crowded ; I then dismounted, and climbed the rampart, which is 
only a wall of five feet thickness, with a breastwork on it of scarce 
a foot, and may be taken as an average of the defences of walled 
towns on the border ; the entrance gateway is large and imposing, 

' and has rooms offering some accommodation above, from the roof 
of which must be an extensive view ; enabling the marauders (who 
receive shelter within the walls, and harass the neighbourhood hj 
their predatory incursions) to see the coming traveller, and to make 
their arrangements for meeting him. Half an hour of day-light 
remained, when, I was again in my saddle, and cantering along with 
a single orderly. At about a from Isa-Khan-ke-kot I saw 
some persons lying almost naked on the bare ground, in four groups, 
each of two or three persons; and, beside each, some glittering 
substances, like small fish ; the noise of our horses* hoofs roused 
one of the sleepers, but he tUd not speak : I hailed him as to who 
or what he Wiis : . 

Bohurjas, my Lord/* 

What are you doing here 

Hunting, please your Excellency, here is oui* ^JiiJcar"' 

Shikar^ what sJdhar ^ and what are those sliiiiing tlungs by 
your side ?” 

Our shikar^ Sakih^ they are ^andciB,'' and at my bidding he 
brought me two large disgusting looking creatures, in shape and fea- 
tures like Iizards5(a) but as large as rats, several hundred of which 
were lying by the men, each of whom, except the speaker, had his 
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wife and cMidren with Him. Tiie Saiickts are, I beliere, tHe s^me 
rep die tHat in SontH America and in the Dakliaii is prettj freel y eat 
en ; and is known to Englishmen as the (xuana ; my curiosity was 
excited at the heaps that lay around, so I asked the Smmr who 
was with me, Do ym eat them ? and do otliers V* 

They do, but Hindus and Mahoinedans do not/' replied mj 
orderly. 

Tlieyll he Had before -ihej can he eaten/' I obser\^efl. 

The Bohnrya grinned, They are not dead, &/d^/' and he 
gaTe one a nudge to make it stir ; the poor reptiles must, therefore, 
Hare been half killed, and left to linger to preserTO them UTuainted 
till required. I was reflecting on the cruelty of man, and io< »kmg 
m wonder the whole scene before me, and thinking on the 
wretched lot of the hunters, and of the mothers and cliiidreix ly- 
ing almost without clothing on the bare gi'ound beside the men. 
The Bohuryah, howerer, who had been addressing me appeared to 
have no companions ; he had his whole heap of living matter to 
himself. The day was just dawning, and while f wns thus cogitjit- 
ing, I saw the Bohnrya questioning my attendant, and heard Mm 
repeat Beilasis,'' I threw Mm a rupee and cantered on, but had 
not gone a hundred yards until we were stopped by the loud cries 
of the Bohnrya who came rushing breatblessij up as we slackened 
•our pace, “ Will the Sakih forgive his slave 

!]^orgive what? don't tease me, I have no time for foolery/'' 

but mey I speak ? and 

'shall I be pardoned V* 

As far as I am concerned, if you slew my brother, hut he 
jqMpk see, ini’ ]hotse is impatient.” 

' " Enough, your slave is Arim Bohnrya ; the will recol- 
lect he honoured me with his notice at the trial.” 

Ah, what brings you here ? but I have no time now * follow 
me to Firo 2 :pi§ir, and here,” pitching him another rupee, “ is an 
tamest of your safety,” ^Baying this I toiuhed my horse's flank 
and pushed on, hut turning round perceived the poor WTeteh with 
both hands to his head piling it repeatedly on the groundf Before 
sunrise I was at Jeera, a large town, a little to the left of the road ; 
it ' has a mud fort' very .'much-in decay ; 'I here merely changed 
horsey and spoke for a few 3mihutes to the Th^Mad^. The place 
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with some adjoining .tenitoiy ■ is of Kk>wr Sher Shigh's^ in 

consec|uence of wMcli the Thanadar and his subordinates were in- 
ciined to take srjme airs, hut I put them down instantly, and order- 
ed the former to attend me to Firozphr. The country shortly her* 
yond this assumed a much mider and more uncultiYated aspect ; 
around iii'c! rhe lands ^vere bare, but' far on my right I could see- 
heavy coarse grass, and on my left a forest of small Jungle- and un- 
derwood ; at three miles from Jeera. we passed Mehrsingwala, and 
then entered a forest of small trees, many of them little more than 
underwood ; one kind (the Jkuml ) is of flie BahTil ( Mimosa-) 
species, but of inferior quality ; the rest, the and Kured are 

hardly lit for firewood, and useful for notliing else. This forest 
lasted with little interruption till we passed the small fort and vil- 
lage of Kid, and the village of Shersingwala on our right, when 
we entered on a wide open plain, generally quite bare, but with 
occasional patches of grass ; the plain is cut trans versely by a deep, 
jiaiTOW, canal-like mdah^ which, in its windings, we had more 
than once to cross ; as w'^e entered tliis plain, 'we could, at a distance 
of eight miles, perceive the towers of Firozpur. 

■ The day was yet early, and the air was cool ; I thei’efore rode 
leisurely 'across the plain, and was surprized at the absence of ail 
cultivation, thougli, here and there, was the appearance of old well§ 
and relics of little towers attached to each ruin i they and their 
wells \vere equally dilapidated. 

The R^ni sent as a deputation to give me the istaJchal^ her 
adopted son and the Master of her Horse, neither of them very 
taking looking fSiows : and their followers were a very tag-rag set, 
more like bandits than followers of a Queen ; I w'as shewn to a 
neat little baraduri in a newdy laid out garden, north of the town, 
close to a tank, which the Rani was then excavating, to leave in 
memory ol* herself and husband, as they had no children. 

Before I had w’'ell finished my breakfast, I observed a nearly 
miked, spare, sinewy man, coming at an easy swinging pace up to 
the laradarL I at once recognized the Bohurya, and gave orders 
for his entertainment : in the afternoon, not feeling disposed for any 
employment I summoned my new retainer, and from his own lips 
gathered a tale that may take its place here, as a fresh illustration 
of the land of mf sojourmngs. , ' ' ’ 
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THE BOHURYA^S TALE. 


Wliere I was born, or wlio was my fatlier, is more tlian I eaii 
teU the SWdh Bahadur ; but my earliest recollections are of tba 
neiglibourbood of Delhi, when the party with w^hich I dwelt iiovei- 
ed around the tombs of the old city during the day,^ and at night 
entered into the farangi cantonment, or gleaned what they could 
from the townsfolk ; at times we got rich booty, and again w'e 
would be for months without success ; liying o n such Termin as 
you saw me, collecting last night ; my fatlier, or rather my 

owner, for he did not conceal from me that no blood of his ran in 
my reins, -was the leader of the band ; Bhutenda I understood to 
be their head-quarters, and all large towns and cantonments their 
haunts ; our harrest was a double one, we ^rere thief- catchers as well 
as thieves ; our kinsmen w^ere the Ghohldars in many of the wealth- 
iest houses of the territory, and our hardiest and expertest hands 
were trackers, employed by the Magistrates,.\ikOtwAls and their sub- 
ordinates, All, Sahib ! it makes me laiigb even at this day, when 
I think of the funny p ranks we played 1 and of how %v e managed the 
police. I will tell you one of them, as it will interest you more than to 
hear that we starved to-day, feasted to-morrow, that I w'as' thrashed 
and fostered at the will of one who used me very much as he did his 
tattoo, and would have cut my throat when usetes, a>s readily as 
he would that of his broken down quadruped ; Bqngtia was,;his (my 
foster father’^ I3^|uc>.he^ spall mgi^’^appar^tly worn 

Dut, but possessed of immense powers of endurance ; bet%veen dawn 
and star-liglit I bare dragged myself forty hos at liis heels. I hated 
him, how could I else ? but his genius commanded me ; he %vas in- 
deed a noble robber, a profound deceiver, a most skilful tracker ; 
the genius by which he managed to deceive his own pursuers, en- 
abled Mm to detect the futile attempts at concealment of those 
against whom he was employed ; and little as he cared for any one 
living, and difficult as it wnuld have been to ascertain what he lov- 
ed, what his object in life was, still he had the point of honor that 
forbad liim (unless for a decided object,) to betray or to assist in 
convicting those of his own tribe ; O hjar, oMt, Mew^atti anddlangur, 
however, and all the other host of marauders, wei’e feir shikar for 
Bungtia Bohurya, and all came just as kindly to his net. But to mj 
In a certain .suhuyb of DeiM lived ah oM Pathan fami- 
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ly ; tliey were poor but respectable^ cliauce threw Simgtia into tlieir 
company and made him useful ; they were grateful, as much so as 
a proud Moslem could he to one he considered more than 

a Chnstian, worse than a Hindu ; Sungtia was, in his way, proud ; 
the pride of talent and of energy diste ndecl his* meagre and stunted 
pei'soii, as did his Afghan blood the goodly form of liustani 
Kliaii. In one of his visits the Bohurya caught a glance of the 
daughter of Ms host, %vas smitten, and at another time was detect- 
ed attempting an interview ; he w^as beaten ■with shoes from the 
premises, and ivarned of a worse fate if he again trespassed ; 
“ when I again enter, yom shoes shall be put to another pur- 
pose -was liis cool and taunting reply, as Sungtia burned into the 
street. ■ 

My father (so I call him) was W’-ary ; slowly and surely hie 
worked, he had an able coadjutor in the Magistrate, who loved 
forms more than realities ; law more than justice ; indeed had not 
such a gharlh panoar been in office, how could poor Bohuiyas 
have existed ? Sungtia had long had his eye on a certain wealthy 
Banker, in the Ch^ndni Cliouk ; he wanted a few of his money 
bags, but now he cared less for the treasure than for revenge — ^iii 
fact he ■was resolved to plunder the dwelling, and fix ihe outrage 
on Rustam Khan ; a night was se tiled for our gang to do the job ; 
It was a dark’ stormy otie, no star -was visible ; we had already 
prepared our measures by burying a bag of rupees in a corner of 
the Pathan’s dwelling, through the instrumentality of his CT/j/ri- 
dar^ who was a Bohurya, though he passed as a Me-nAtti ; we had 
seyeiity men that night employed ; two small parties, each of a 
dozen of our boldest comrades, covered the approaches to the two 
nearest thanak stations ; a string of thirty men comj>letely cut offi 
our victim’s dwelling from neighbourly assistance, or from any 
chance aid ; some few stout raw hands were kept as carriers ; arid 
six expert and experienced leaders entered the dwelling, the door 
of which they found ready open, and the two Barkandazes^ who 
should have watched, in a heavy sleep on the ground, caused by a 
drugged potion administered by an ally within. Our friends pro- 
ceeded direct to the zenana roof, where the old Banker slept, seized 
him, and on peril of his life, forbad him to titter a word, or do 
more than shew the spot in which that day jewels to the amount 
of eleven thousand I'upees. had been deposited; and cash to a 
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somewhat greater extent; th.Q oW man refused, swore lie was poor;-, 
and liad nothing buc his cooking utensils in the house to wdiich Ids 
friends were welcome ; my lather gave the signal to put a ehillief^> J 
bag over the Banker s head ; one instant it was applied in' spite 
of the victim’s struggles ; and being removed, he was asked if he 
would now shew his hoards ; the big drops of agony failing from 
his brow, the old maii told Ms tormentors to follow him, shewed 
them the treasure, which was seized, and in less time than I have 
taken to describe the occurrence, the box ivas emptied, and the des- 
poilers had separated into diherent parties ; not meeting again 
until they reached an oid tomb agreed upon. 

My father, however, never left the town ; he and two or three 
others had, by a circuitous route, gained the hovel in which thej 
resided before the lazy themadar was roused, and, in compliance 
with the Banker’s desire, was endeavouring to trace the course of 
the spoilers ; Oh we shall make nothing of these Tariotts tracks, 
Chund. said the head policeman to his subordinate ; we- 

must have Sangfcia Bohurya as desired, Chund Bam went for .my 
father as he had often before done ; and found him in a heavy 
sleep, and in no good humour at being disturbed ; when, however, 
he was well awakened, and told the value of the prize, and there- 
fore the probable amount of the salvage, or at least of the reward, 
his professional pride and avarice seemed excited, and calling to 
his fellows loudly, he told them to be up and stirring, fo^ tli^re was^ 
good $hihar on lo^t Thej accompaaiad tha'p(iiic% 
for a time to beat about the premises, and to go first one way and 
then another, they at last foIlow’’ed with but little hesitation the 
well defined tracks of fbui' pair of feet ; and well they might, for 
the shoes had been abstracted, and placed on men Us nearly as pos- 
sible filling them, during the early part of the night ; and been 
thus used to make prints right up to the Patli^fs house, into the 
tlireskold of which they were then thro^vn ; but I see, Sakib^ tiiat 
I am becoming tiresome, so it may be enough to say that we not 
only gained a largfe booty, and were never so much as suspected of 
the robbery ; but that we had the pleasure of seeing the proud old 
Moslem and his gay sons rattling their chains as they pounded 
kunkur on the high road. It was a favourite recreation of my res- 
pected father’s to mount Ms tattoo, and go and look at the k^dees 
to Aej 'Wore at work, and congratulate 'Ms old friend on the com-* 
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fdttabk bertli lie Iiad procnted Mm ; we thus picked up many iise- 
fol acquaintances ; and were able to do tliem numerous good of- 
fices, and could at any time effect the release of our friemis, eitber 
by watching opportunities to help, them to loosen theii* fetters, or 
by directly bribing their guard to let the prisoners escape, or eren 
•to desert with them. I was hut a boy in those times, my lord, 
■and, as I have said, was not always over daintily treated, but 
•still there was an excitement in the work that I enjoyed : evil clays 
however came on our gang ; success had piade us rash ; we neg- 
lected the arts by wlxich we had risen, and soon paid the forfeit. 

Our boldness had excited attention ; our old coadjutor the Ma- 
gistrate was promoted to he a Judge ; the nevr one tniTied out the 
Kotwal and his crew, but that was of little consequence ; we were 
soon as intimate uuth the new police as with the old, and it was 
onr own imprudence, and treachery in om camp that caused ouc 
downfall. 

The citizens of Delhi finding that the police would not take 
care of them, set themselves more actively to take care of them.- 
selves, and began to be more careful as to the persons they em- 
ployed as Chokidars*; in short my father’s time was come, Ms 
web was spun, and the old man was killed in a night attack on a 
house whose inmates had. got information of oui- intention. 

Without an able leader we soon lost credit -^vith the pc- 
Sice, and even ceased to rely on each other, as it w'as clear there 
was a spy in the hand ; “we therefore separated ; I with two or three 
others came Northwards, and have since generally kept to the 
banks of the Sutluj ; until, shortly befoire the accident that unfor- 
tunately befel the Sdldh^ I was induced to cross the river, and 
join the hand that undertook to destroy my Lord — he knows the 
rest : w'hy should the slave then dilate further than to shew bow 
he is now in the presence ? The circumstances were thus ; when old 
Dandawar Singh resumed his charge at Kdngra, he was astonished 
to find several score of prisoners kept at the public expence ; sav- 
ing my lord's presence he laughed at the farangl iashion, and 
ordered us all to he turned adrift, on pa}Tnent of fines propor- 
tionate to our means, or rather to our ostensible means, desiring that 
all who couid not or would not pay should he hamstrung— I was 
poor, and seemed poorer, but I paid down twenty-five nmiicshahus^ 
and am now at the SahWs sertice as ready and hold a hand^ 
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thoiigli I say it, as any on tHe border ; whetlier it be to limit niari, 
or beast, to endure ininger or fatigue ; of the latter qnaMcatioa 
tlie Saki^j lias this day bad a specimen ; and in tbe long cliase we 
gaTe Aliterdi Kbaa there was surely proof of endurance and even 
of ability ; tbe Sahib looks suspicious, but bis slave can be bonest, if 
it is worth bis while to be so, -and be feels no greater ambition 
than to obey tbe bold Colonel Bellasis/' 

Such was the wretch's statement, when separated from much 
of its irrelevant matter ; I did, as tbe fellow remarked, look doubt- 
ingly upon Mrn ; but after some reflection I d<3sired him. to be 
hazir, feeling that I might , want such blood bounds ; I therefore 
ordered that be should be clothed and fed, and told him that be 
should receive four rupees a 'month for food ; and as he worked 
should be reward’ed. 

HOTES, ' 

(d) Atcordwig to Sir W. Joaea, lizards formed partof tbe food of the Arabs* 
^ That a race of meo Tazk or Kmrsem m tbe Fersiaos call them, who drankthe 
milk of camels, mi fed on -lizards, abbuld entertaia, a thought of subdiiiag the 
kingdom of Feriduti, was considered by tbe General of Yeozdegird’s army, as 
the strongest instance of fortune*s ■ levity mi instability.*’’— 

niii p, m. . ' 

Fishes, and other aquatic animals ■wltbont scales, are considered tmeiean ia 
tbe East, as they also are considered in the law of Moses. 

{h)^ Chillie is the pod from wbicb.:red pepper (K^an) in made ; a bag of chil- 
lies bung over their victim’s beads was the Ma]|«feta favourite mode of eJttractlng 
treasure— the fasbidb'il . ’’ 
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^ellmh turns over some more leaves in. the mlwim of Utmmt life^ ventures Iq 
prose a mtlef draws a picture that some will think unnatiiralr^jE^rospeTiiy does not 
oLtpa^s contribute to happiness. 


** AndLmth his dying breath, resigned 
The wreck of power he left behind 
To Lachman Konwr the fond, the true, 

Whose love’s full spring-tide never knew 
The ebbs and flows, the daws and starts, 

That win and alienate men’s hearts ; 

But, in a stream, deep, full and clear, 

Bedected back one image dear.” 

^ Clasp me a little longer on the brink 

And, when this heart hai ceased to beat, oh I thinle. 

And let it mitigate ihy woe’s excess, 

• That thou, to me hast been all tenderness. 

And friend, to more than mortal friendship just 5 
Oh , by that retrospect of happiness. 

And by the hope of an immortal trust, 

Balf methinks, to leave this earth. 

And thee, taore loved than aught beneath the saa, 

If I had lived to smile but on the birth 
Of one dear pledge. And shall there then be none 
In after times— no gentle little one. 

To climb thy knees, and look resembling me 

Campbell 

And now, havings sketched the Bohuiya^ I will try to give some 
notion of the country and institutions of which he, and the many ' 
who reseinhle him, are the offspring. The little principality of 
Firozpur, in which I now found myself, is a fair specimen of the 
Sikh and border sysljem, and I will enter into some details of a 
territory that is now familiar to the Coinpany's servants, in order 
to give an idea of other 'Sikh - States^ little known to' Europeansr 
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Tlie BOBiinal extent of tlie old Baiii's kingdom was a liimclred 
square miles, but not one tenth ,of that land was in the undisputed 
possession of Lachman Konwar; indeed the town«Iands alone could 
be called her's, and were cultivated bj families living within the 
town* and crowded even into the ditch of the fort* The towm, 
therefore, though of great antiquity, was at the time I visited it, 
little more than an assemblage of Zamindars' Jiuts, mixed up .with 
a few Banja’s shops, and overhung bj an old crumbling fortress, 
crammed to the throat with dogs, filth and old ■women. 

I paid my respects to the B^ni, and found her very 
conversable, addressing me though. she did from behind a thick 
hood thrown over her face. She told me she ■was a JBiiend of 
the Maharajah’s, but that her territory rejoiced in the British 
protection; her subjects, she said, were rebellious and idle, 
more apt to fight than to pay their dues, and being all Mahome- 
dans, paid but little respect to a woman and a Sikhni ; they had 
broken her husband’s heart, and in her absence they had admitted 
her enemy into the fortress, and, but for the British, would have de- 
prived her of her right. They have ever been a rebellious race” 
continued the old lady, and are,, not the subjects for a woman’s 
rule ; w^oukl that I had half the lands in my own country on the 
pleasant andpeaeefulbanks of Jamna l” {a) The old lady finding I 
listened, was rather more digiise in her narrations and complaints 
than I need here be ; suffice it that I paid her the more respect 
that" I 

abominations occurnng under her were iso ' common 

elsewhere ; for whether it was as a woman, or as a stranger and of 
a different religion, among a wild and high-spirited people, she 
ruled ' with moderation, and seeded to be nmre respected llian 
those who received more lip-service, (b) 

I ascended the roof of Lachman Konwar’s palace, if a couple 
of litde rooms, each about fifteen feet by nine, and as many high, 
may be so called ; and from the top had a good view of the sur- 
rounding country, of its desolation,^ of its endless bare plain, varied 
only by few and siifgle trees, and by fewer and WTetched village 
sites, which at large intervals covered, rather than ornamented 
the country ; the watch-towers already mentioned were the most 
striking points in the landscape, and gave fearful proof of the in- 
aE aroipid in the distance South-west, thedower^s 
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of Mumdote were just perceptible, tbe only otiier object of note 
was tbe Kot of Duichi, a large Dogar Tillage, two miles north of 
the town of Firozpur, its inhabitants, nominally dependent, %vere 
always in rebellion against the Eanfs authority as they had ever 
been against every ruler. Many of these rude people, w^hose clan 
forms the majority of the Firozpur population, 'were hanging about 
the outer Court of the Eani's dwelling “while I was there ; their 
appearance 'struck me ; their immense noses and large strongly 
marked features, their spare but athletic frames, and their bold in- 
dependent bearing, all brought to my mind legends of the gallant 
deeds of their reputed ancestors the Chohans of Delhi. 

There was an air of poverty and of s^^ualidne'ss all around Fi- 
rozpur ; scarcely a thriving shop in the town, and not one acre in 
thirty of the land under cultivation ; the inhabitants seeming to 
prefer waiting on Providence, doing anything but work, and fol- 
lowing any pursuit but that of industry, and yet there was a some- 
thing in. the place that interested me, and there was much in the 
olcIEanfs situation that excited my best sympathies. Towardseven- 
ing I pursued my way to the gUmt of Barake, five miles from the 
town ; the hrst two ran nearly north, over high and tolerably cul- 
tivated lands, with good crops of wheat and barley on them, but 
without any fixed road or path between the fields ; mj way then 
inclined to the west for a mile, over a coarse grassy Kadw coun- 
try, and then in the same direction for two miles, over a deep heavy 
sand. On the first part of my journey from the to%vn, I met large 
docks of cattle moving in to the walled inclosui'e for protection 
during the night ; the cotvs and oxen seemed very much more nu- 
merous than the poprdatibn, and the sheep and goats scarcely less 
so : as I now approached the ferry, I beheld ivith pleasure my 
own flag waving over my wife’s boat, safely moored beside ten 
or twelve passage boats. 

I found Mahtab well and comfortable ; she had been fi ve days 
maldng the voyage from Eupar, including one whole day, she hail- 
ed at Tiliara, to visit again the scenes of our upward voyage ; the 
weather had been unsettled, and the river had very much fallen 
during our stay at Eupar, but there was still ample water for her 
boats, and, unused as she was to such conveyance, she found the 
trip as comfortable a one,, as loving wife could do in her husband's 
absence. . ■ ■ . \ --4 
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We halted for a day at Barake Ghat for the doubfe purpose 
of enabling me to make put my report for the Maharajah^ and to 
observe tlie natnre of the ferry and the extent of traffic that passed ^ 

■ 

" The Village of Barake is a large Dogar settlement, divided in- 
to three hamlets, called Ohyneke, Syteke and Barake Khas ; they 
are situated at intervals of about half a mile from one another, but 
the lands of ail are in common ; five thousand acres may be the 
area, half in the Kadir^ half in the high ground ; the latter por- 
tion has six or eight vreils, around each of which a few acres are 
eultivated, and perhaps five hundred acres of the low land may be 
loosely so, but no care or labour is expende d, the ground be- 
ing merely scratched up, and the seed then thrown in to take its 
chance ; the produce conseq^uently is seldom above ten or twelve 
" maunds, when it might he twenty or even thirty, and no such thing 
is known as raising a second crop in the year on the same ground. 

The population of the three hamlets may be five hundred Do- 
gars, Machis and Mallahs^ the latter as their name denotes are 
boatmen, they also fish, one division of them with nets, another 
only mth hooks. The Machis are mo^e agricultural and domestic, 
working as servants, cooks and labourers ; the lordly Dogurs, who 
form the majority, sit, smoke, deep and talk during the day under 
the half dozen meagre Barkaen trees that adorn their villages, and 
sally out at night to avenge their real or fancied wrongs, to carry 
off ffieh^oiiighhoTO * ^ 'of course 

lose as much as they gam'bySsuch'practice^Vfbt thetiackers of the. 
country are expert, and for one cow or buffalo that they steal, they 
are liable in retaliation to lose a flock ; they, are the village rnalU'^ 

>and for some miles along the river on 
either side, and eke out their means by their hereditary right to a 
third of the village produce, and by the ^/d and milk from their 
large flocks ; but as I have said, their loved pursuit is plunder, 
even though they^inust know it is little productive. They follow 
foritf^excitemen^^ and are known tp undergo more 
danger and their unlawful enterprises than in more legi- 

rimate pursuits;, woul| gain them a feir competence ; their common 
weapon is . the sword and shield, and in their raids they are gene- 
rally accompanied by another class whom I omitted before to men- 
the scavengers of fee village, here called 
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^Isewiere known as kalalkhor^kkakroh^ and all over India em- 
|>Ioyed asguidesjWatclinien, and carriers. In tliis parfc of t!iecoant« 
ry tkey are a peculiarly hardy and bold race, they profess no particn- 
iar religion, pursuing at a hnmble distance the rites of the Mnsal- 
nian, Hindu or Sikh, according to the leading tenets of the village 
they inhabit, or rather of the suburb they are permitted to defile ; 
they are to all intents slaves here ; and indeed thr oughont India, 
they are the property of the village or of the liege Lord, just as so 
many cattle, are scarcely better cared for, and nmch worse 
thought of ; their only safeguard, indeed, be ing the facility with 
which they can move to a neighbouring or hostile territory, in which 
case their secession, or abduction is looked on quite in the light of 
no many head of oxen being stolen ; as I passed by more than one 
place in my late ride, I found the inhabitants %varm on the loss, by 
mch means, of a portion of their hereditary bondsmen."' 

Strange as it may appear, under 'such ntuture, scantily fed and 
clothed, and from infancy lookedion and treated as vermin, these 
people (Chulahs) Are hnrdy, bold, and enterprizing ; like wolves 
they are from childhood, put in* a defensive position, if they are 
starved t>y their village masters, they must, in self-defence, steal 
with them or from them, plunder the crop they are set to watch,, 
or Eve jollily on the enemy in their excursions with their masters, 
who in their raids seldom touch grain, or eatables, or indeed any- 
thing, but cattle and coin. 

The Ghulah weapon is a light, short spear, or more frequently 
a heavy, iron-headed latkie ; the. latter, • though formidable in 
appearance, is really effectiTe than a lighter and more handy 
fetick, being top heavy and requiring great strength to wield it 
with effect ' 

; But I have quite run away from the gMM „to thA'i>Srake loca- 
tions, which are about a mile and half from it ; the ferry is just- 
below the termination of a newly formed Island, five miles long, 
and averaging half a mde broad ; this Island is covered with high 
rank grass, and is frequented by tigers, who feed upon hog-deer, 
and on the cattle driven there from both sides for pasturage ; 
the ferry at this time, (early in November,) was three hundred 
yards wide, but in the rainy season the stream is not less than two ' 
loaiies broad, and 'rtos' with a force of not less than five miles an 
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lionr ; now it is sluggish, the passage to an'd fro in the rains cloe^ 
not take less tlian six hours, now half an hour is suihcient. 

Barake had been wrested from the Firozpur Estate, its ruler 
therefore lost the valuable transit duties, which are now divided, 
or contested by the Kassur and the Kliye Chiefs ; the right of the 
latter I cannot understand, as no part of Ms territory here touches 
the river, the village of Barake having been seized by the Kh'^ of 
Mumdot, however such is the case at present, and a valuable per- 
quisite it is, to be able to levy from five annas to' as many rupees 
on every camel-load passing ; cloths, paskminahs^ and groceries 
pay the higher rates, grain the lower ; every different article pay- 
ing a distinct duty. 

This ghat is still a considerable thoroughfare, but it labours 
under several disadvantages, not the least being the heavy drag of 
deep sand for two miles on the Firozpur side ; many an inroad has 
been made at this passage where, by crossing at the Island, or at a 
point just below, a bold Cavalry will, for three months in the year, 
find no difficulty in crossing, as the cattle stealers indeed do through- 
out the year ; Pak Patau, however, about one hundi’ed and twenty 
miles below by the river, was the gresd; thoroughfare of the older 
invaders of India, as Hurriki, thirty miles above, has been of later 
||fimes ; the latter is now the chief mercantile passage, employing 
from twenty to thirty fiat-bottomed boats, being three times the 
.nup^ber in use at B^me. \ ■ 

' '""''But 'ifijr 'reader tirade 

on robbers, and on their haunts and rohles ; she begged me more 
,than once to put domi my pen and talk to her, hut I put on one 
of my winning smiles and told her I was writing of her, of what a 
good httle^ Wife she is, and how she is already able to act as my 
Secretary, and is better to me than Mohafiz daftar ; she smiled 
a real sunny smile, and told me not to banter my little wife : but 
I was, and told her I was, quite in earnest ; and as "evening ap- 
proached, we ascended the choppered roof of our boat, on the top 
of which had been prepared, by the oM faqir^s care, a nice platform 
of planks with a surrounding railing. There we sat for hours, eating 
the firesh breezes of evening, watching the sun touching the hori- 
zon, apd then counting stair' "after star as 'it arose; the names’ of 
many were not uiiknown to Mahtah, and I loved to teach her the 
litfle I knew, and explain how they are applied by Europeans to 
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«alre so many interesting questions of our own, limited spliere ; 
tlie dear creature would press closer to me and say^ and sHail 
we, my own husljand, inhabit one of those ^bright spots together ? 
shall we there know no cares, no fear 

Perhaps so, darling,” said I, as I drew her closer up tome, 
but it matters little for the locality ; if through him in whom 
w^e helieTe, we are received into his own abode, we know that w'e 
shall have perfect peace, purity, and lore ; will not that be hap- 
piness ?” 

Yes, .my liushand, and when we are harassed by parting, and 
the fear of it, I love to think of heaven, and of that blessed assur- 
ance in the book you taught me, they shall go no more out thence.” 
She looked upwards, and then said, I try not to let distrust and 
fear darken our present happiness, but I cannot always banish the 
foreboding that tells me I must soon leave you. Oh, how I have 
dwelt on the thought of having your child laid in my bosom, of first 
hearing its voice, of shewing it , to you 

And so it ,,wyi be^ -I trust dearest, why should it not 
i know not' why, I suppose it is only bodily weakness that 

' « Try my own Malitab, to trust in the most Merciful, that al! 
will be well r 

Yes, dearest, all wi^^ ^ know, whatever the re- 

sult. Without this assm-ance, could I keep my senses for a 
day, when I think of the peril and anguish that await me f 
Does not our book call this hope the anchor of the soul ?” 
And her lovely face beamed with faith .and love. She then 
added more composedly,. A short time will now realue my 
fears, or disperse them ; and in the mean time, my love, 
mj Ufe^ let us be together ; only let us be together ^ and my 
human fears will not then, I hope, interfere witl|.njj heavenly 
triiiSt.” There wns a piteousn ess in the tones of Mihtab, but there 
was more of love and devotion in her sweet face, than even her words 
expressed ; I kissed away her team, bade her be comforted, and 
told her that whatever should separate us, it w'^ould not be of my 
seeking, or without her consent. Thus did we talk, and while 
away the time, the bright smile again came to her brow, and she 
.bade me tell of my own land, of my own people : I am buta 

foolish girl, and cannot help that these weak thoughts should come 
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over me, now that I have so miich to live for so nmcli to love, it 
relieves mj heart to tell you all ; and oh, perhaps it may he sOy 
that quieter times may come, and that we may live to see your 
home, and that your sisters will receive the wild mountain girl/'' 
That they will, my M^htAb, and be proud to do so ,* would 
they not, they should be no sisters of mine and then I would tell 
of that home I had left as a boy, that I had returned to as a man, 
just to see it before it became desolate, its members all seatteredf 
with new” ties, new cm’es, the head of it in the dust ; the mother 
stiii the centre of her scattered family with her children's children 
in every quarter, but still a lonely, almost a desolate being ; yes, 
what is life, its gains and pleasures ? we bring up our children, 
pray that they may be spared to us — for what ? to leave us before 
we are well become acquainted, and to be consequently strangers 
to us for life, looking on father and mo ther, not as loved friends, 
but as persons to pay their way, and to accompany light remittanc-- 
es 'with heavy advice* ' , ' ' ' ' . . 

I did not trouble Mahtab with all these profound refiections, 
but in intervals of silence, my thoughts involuntarily took suck 
turn ; and what is uppermost will out, so gentle reader you must 
be the victim. ’ 

The night was well worn before we left the roof of our boat 
and I was scarcely asleep before I was somewhat rudely disturhecl 
by a special messenger jfrom the Maharajah ; accustomed to suck 
molestariort. I^took n^ideir _tpif "pillow. 


again turned myself to reiiY'bhri Val n'bt to he’s'o 'p^^^ 
and for a time was kept awake by the repeated and sm-ij 
applications of the Bhaya for an answer; I desired that he 
to.'^^feep ,as I was doing, and that in 
the morning he should receive his orders ; the fellow was loud 
and saucy, and I could hear him tell my peskkMdmat that he 
was not used to deliver his credentials to servants, and that he 
would put up with the fmangi airs, even though I might be a 
favou^te ; I affecte<4^only to know that the man wanted an answer 
and called out good Ipnourediy, give him a good khana^ some 
liquor, ^d,a comfortable charpdiy and hell be in a better humour 
in the morning f , the soft word had the usual- effect : “ Salm 
in dulcet tones was the reply, and once more I turned round 
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. Betimes I was stirring, and what was: my surprise on, 6'p0tiing 
the despatch to read, The Mairkhwaki of the good Bellasishas 
not heen unobserved, the royal tongue acknowledges it, and it is 
registered in the archives of the State : under his Highness's rule, 
worth never goes unrewarded ; and it is his pleasure to honour 
those w^ho have been obedient and faithful ; and who has heen 
more so than the wise and valiant SdMb now addressed f* What 
comes next ? thought I, surely some mischief, after all this palaver ; 
and I continued to read ; Hasten to Laixto to report ; the royal 
camp will reach the capital on the 20th November, when his High- 
ness will expect an account of your proceedings ; and purposes then 
to invest you with a kkillai of General, and the command of seven 
thousand men, at the head of whom you will proceed into the 
raj^t, and arrange the whol^ border from MultSn to Peshawar ; 
the frontier is at all times trouhlesome, and just now unusually so, 
which is the reason that you are deputed to tranquillize it ; perfect 
confidence is placed in you, your powers will be plenary ; the Go- 

Gh^zi Kh4n,as well as of Multan will be placed under your orders.” 

Your head has been exalted ; the proudest and the ablest 
of the Sarddrs have long sighed for the appointment, which the 
Maharajah has hesitated to confer on any but yourself ; be not 
elated beyond prudence, nor forget the practices that won you fa- 
vour. The prayers of the subject are blessings to the King, and 
they can only be obtained through the instrumentality of faithful 
Agents — ^know the secret of your promotion, and respect the orders 
of the Maharajah.” . 

was in the hand- writing, and bore the 

Maharajah's sign manual ; a cipher slip was enclosed, which, after 
compliments, was to the following effect : The hea®t of the poor 
faqir is heavy at the separation from his friend ; his thoughts are, 
however, with tlie noble Bellasis- My friend, I have talked much 
with the Maharajah regarding you ; he says you are the pearl of 
the age, the one honest man in Ms kingdom ; I replied, that you 
were all and more than his Highness believed, and I suggested 
that Kashmir would be a proper place for you. 

I have thought of it,” replied the Maharajah, but the Ma- 
jail does not think Mm equal to so difficult a government f this 
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tras said in a mgmficaat aad uBidettone ; and tlieii aBmptl j and 
more directlj addressing me, ie said, I. hare i%fa.qir i He stall 
he maiik of the Western border,; anr I not daily pestered wltb 
* tales of t|e Munis, the Kutuks and the Afridees ? Bellasis is a 
bold fellow, and 221 sooth Ms pluck shall be tried ; tell liim that for 
every lehel leader'ei head that he brings in, he shall have a lidht ; 
ah, he is just the man for the work V and his Highness seemed to 
enjoy having hit upon so good a project ; he then musingly con- 
tinued, bnf ’ (and the name missed mj ear, it may how- 

ever be guessed,) will be offended ; let him, liis anger cannot 
harm me^ and will keep Bellasis stirring. Yes, faqirji^ pi’oduce 
jdur kalmnddn^vidW'-^disxd the paricannak^ as enclosed, w^as 
“^ictatedf 

Now’', my friend, refuse not the ilaharajah's free gift ; it is 
better than a principality to you, it makes you Euler over Princes. 
Bear in mind I pray you, our conversations at Eupar; put away 
from you all thoughts of abandoning so good a service, so kind a 
Monarch ; trust poor friend, and hearty well-wisher, who will 
not only watch your interests, but be as your own FaqilM court ; 
und as for the lady the honored Kowru', for a moment I did think 
she might be a hindrance, but his Highness knew better, and chid- 
ing me, remarked, she is not a pale-face ; is she not one of our-. 
)^rp 8 though mow Ms wife,'? and what is to prevent Bellasis taking 

as/t^ual was right, 'but it has 
struck me lhalpu’wbtldfttfee'io"‘M '^oaMe you. 

to retain your boats, and perhaps send the excellent lady by water 
to Mithenkot* 

.• . istobe ftiesam^usTentuxa^sand AllardY Hoping 

for a happy meeting before the expiration of many days ; consider 
me as ever your warm friend. To say more would be needless, 
and unnecessarily prolong this already lengthy though friendiy 

, , thedetters %r^J wife, and explaining the meaning, ask- 

■ed whh^ i'spiy I should give ? 

Take the office my love, it is one of honour, and Ylo not let* 
me be a hindrance to few plans ; I was wrong last evening, 
don't mind me, dearest, act as if I had no wishes on the subject." 

Like my M^htab, but look not sad, my oto bird.,; this 
scheme, if it separate us for a week or two, will ensure a preven- 
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^ tlon to further and future- sepamtiou; can jou act the trooper 
^weetestj will you ride by my side along the wild Affghfiu bor- 
der ?'* and I tapped mj wife's smooth sweet &ce. 

Gau I not ? and what would I not do that we may^ be^ toge- 
ther I and what should I fear-, -while you are my guide and guard I** 

I am but half, in' earnest mj own wifej and dream not of 
partings but I was thinking that if I am to be keeper of the- bor- 
dei-j I should save myself much after trouble, if I could first, ^uiet- 
ly and unknown to all, ride along the whole line ; in one month I 
should thus hear azxd see more than Would reach me in years of 
more open investigation." 

Oh yes, let us go," was her reply, “ my ambling gkwnt and 
my little Arab will carry me without fatigue from one end of the 
country to the other ; let us go ; I'm sure you wish it, and you 
will not find me in the way." ■ 

Not willingly I am sure ; but’ you little know the difficulties,, 
nay, dangers, of the route aud plan I propose ; the berth will be a 
Stirring one." ^ 

If there is to be danger to you, then indeech I should be 
there ; for who uill care for you, who watch and tend you in the 
absence of your MMrtab \ and as to a stirring berth, would not any 
you could get, be so ?" 

« We will talk all this over in the evening, but now I must an- 
swer these letters, for I hear the Bhaya beginning to grum- 
ble f and so I took out my portfolio, while my wife seated herself 
on a. small rug close to me, to pursue her English studies, and 
wrote my despatch. 

(a) Lachman Kowr might well prefer the banks of Jamnt to those of the 
Sutluj. Her father^'s Estate of Booria and J agadrl on the Jamnaisoneof 
the finest in the protected Sikh states. The bamboo fence, better than an em- 
battled wall, around Jagadrl is alone well worthy of the travellers' visit. 

As proof that the Sikhs were not all and always barbarians, I may say that 
Lachman Kowr’s father, fifty years ago, found Jagildri a mean village, and left 
it at his death a commercial city of considerable consequence. 

His bamboo fence protected the inhabitants from sudden inroads, and his 
jjharacfcfiir gave confidence to settlers against oppression. He made some few 
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rode laws and enforced tliem; one was for the preservation of the bamboo fence j 
fee penalty against cutting a single branch being the splicing of the ojEfender’s 
feger. The plantation accordingly soon became a thick jungle, so thick that it 
was impervious to all, but beasts of prey who shared its haunts with the wild 
peacock s a tiger has been known to take refuge within it ; but in those days 
fee country around was a grass jungle; it is now for miles in every direction 
one broad sheet of cultivation, and of splendid mangoe groves. 

(d) let me not by this be thought that I advocate the system that has been 
aptly called that of the strurapetocracy. The Sikh states suffer too much by 
female rule, for any one who has witnessed its consequences to do other than 
; reprobate the 'system. 

For one Lachman Kowr that may be found, we will meet a hundred Em® 

Cathaiinesi 





" Ob Love I in such a wilderness as this, 

Where transport and security intwiae t 
Here is the empire of thy perfect bliss, 

And here thou art a God, Indeed divine I” 

CamphelL 

Looking back on what I have written, it strikes me as just pos- 
sible that, because my adventures are not precisely those which they 
think an Adventurer in the Panjdh'* ought to have met with, 
some people may actually doubt the reality of my acts and writmgs. 
But, gentle reader^ surely, you must by this time see that I have a 
way of my own, be it right or wrong, of working out my purposes ; 
and that, although I have neither been as authorative nor as servile 
as others in my situation have been and would be, it is just possible 
that an Adventurer in the Panjab may be only a moderate mon- 
ster, avoiding extremes, and acting up to what he deems right. 

But I must answer the Royal mandate ; accordingly, putting on 
the robe of prudence and the etceteras of plain-dealing and straight- 
forwardness, I wrote that 1 had been acting according to my in- 
structions, and that I was prepared with a full report of proceed- 
ings, wliich should be presented at coit. without delay : and in 
reference to the Maharijah’^s intentions regarding the Western 
border, I stated that I am the servant of the M^arajali ; he ex- 
alted me, and it was his pleasure to degrade me ; but as I have 
eaten of the SarJmr's salt, so amireadyto devote myself to his will, 
on the terms that the details for carrying , out his orders be left en- 
tirely to myself. To petition further would be disrespectful/" 

‘ To AzB-h-dmT wrote, To the IrnUm of the age, the wise' in 
darhdr, the trusty in need, the kind and considerate father. Thy 
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pleasui'e-giving epistle warmed the heart of thy -well-wisher, and 
caused a ray of gladness to rise on his clouded soul : my friend^ as I 
represented to you, I have no particular wish to remain in the Pun- 
jab ; I am still young ; I have health and character, with good 
connezions in my own land ; I was therefore in earnest in stating 
that hut one tie held me to this country r'^the Maharajah^ however, 
has been kind, and has again exalted me above my expectations ; 
and in you I feel that I have a real friend ; my life is therefore 
again at the disposal of the Sarkar, and wherever it is his High- 
ness's pleasui-e to send me, there will I cheerfully go. My friend, 
arrange for me that I shall have good regiments, and effi- 
cient Commandants ; if I have not, it is needless my going ; 
let as many Hindustanis as possible he sent ; and above all^ 
urge on the Maharajah the necessity of Iceeping my appoint- 
ment secret, until such time as, when on the border, I may 
iind it convenient to assume command. Let brigades, as if to 
strengthen the frontier, be sent under Sheikh Alihaksh> Mehman 
Singh, and Dildar Khan, and by the Maharajah's permission, I will 
communicate to them ffiy orders. If his Highness has no objection 
to the scheme, I propose to proceed by water to Multan as if on 
leave of absence to Bombay for six months ; from Multan, after 
having made, my enquiries^ and then disclosed myself or otherwise 
arranged with Sawan Mai as most expedient, I would wish to ride 
Herajit border to Peshawar, arriving^there as 8003g,as, if 
not before, 

many honest opinions, and much real information as to the frontier. 
My friend is aware how difficult it is for a man in authority to hear' 
the truth ; how every view, comes to him tlixough a distorted me- 
difoii.;’ control hpH freely every thing is comipunicat- 

ed to the poor traveler ; how he has nothing to do, but be civil 
and liberal of his kukah^ say little and keep his ears open. 

Oni oth^ point I have to mention. The Maharajah ordered in 
the pfmmmmh wri^n by your friendly hand, that I should be as- 
gfflre’d Bbad of eveiry chief I bring in. His High- 

ness intended, PpHii^me, to be’ jocose with Ms servant ; but, to 
prevent mistake, tel our common master that while no exertion 
’f be spared to piif ‘down his enemies, ■ hd must e;is:peet no ‘such 
as he alludes t'o from me ; lor in my country, while- are 
toghth3^,itt»et are equally enjoined 


|iect iiis corpse, and to bind up his wounds ; all mutilations tliere« 
fore are in pur e3’’es barbarous ; my friend will explain this point/" 

All that remained was, to read the letters to my wife, and send 
them off the Bhja. She listened, holding mj hand with far 
more ioTfe and dev^otion as my wedded wife, than she had ever 
done during the exciting and romantic days when she was mj be- 
trothed, and with the same sweet, artless coimtenance that she 
shewed in childhood, when it was happiness enough to gaze on me, 
and anticipate my every wish. 

It was my desire, as I told the fuqir^ to reach Multan in the 
guise of a private traveller ; I therefore resolved to retain the two 
boats I had on the river, and merely to run across to Lahaur, re- 
ceive my credentials, return to the river, and embarking there, 
drop down to Mithankot, whence I could easily ascend the Chenab 
to Multan. Mahtab begged to accompany me to the capital ; that 
terrible time you left me at Eupar/" she said, gave me a feel- 
ing I never had before, ^nce being your wdfe, I had never been 
a whole day without you till then ; and when day after day passed 
m solitude, I felt the sad possibility that we might live asunder. 
Till then, I never thought of existence apart from my husband/* 

I would fain have “ bid the heart be still, that beat too warmly 
for its peace/’ yet I would not have had her feel less acutely, so I 
promised that she should accompany me, and I managed to lay a 
doU dak to Lahaur, for us both. 

My route lay through the old city of Kasur, %vhere as usual, I 
claimed admittance, on the ground of the Eoyal par^mannah I 
bore ; hut Bhahi Singh was too tenacious of his own position to 
thus recognize rny authority, and simply sent me a message to say 
that there was no 'entrance for uninvited strangers within his wails. 
It was not my msh to delay, nor the Maharajah's that I should 
come in hostile contact with those I visited. I therefore sent a 
polite reply, that the question should be referred ' to the darbar^ 
and proceeded on my way. 

I a-rrived at the capital a few days after the Maharajah liim- 
self, who had, on leaving Bupar, made a rapid sweep along the 
Eastern Mils, where he was least expected. Avoiding beateU 
roads, he had studiously sought out the castles and villages of those 
who least looked for such .a visit. To some few, the royal move- 
ment proved a blessing, but to the majority, and especially to those 
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* least able to bear the burthen, the camp and court, as do all camps 
and courts, brought a corse and a plague. During this short tour 
some few ja^lrs were resumed, and nazamuahs^ to a considerable 
amount, were received, but it was the higaris and the poorer hus- 
bandmen w’-ho suffered most ; the former driven with heavy bur- 
thens, like beasts from stage to stage, unremunerated, and uncared 
for, and the latter, daily and hourly plundered of their grain and 
fodder, and too thankful if not also seized as higaris. Nor were 
such scenes unknown in my own camp ; and all I could do, and 
all I could say,, did not altogether prevent the practice, even under 
my own eyes. Once, on my travels, I saw the brother of a chief 
of high standing, and owner of a territory of several lakhs of yearly 
revenue, holding the horse .. of a common MunsM of mine as he 
dismounted ; and on another occasion, witnessed the same Sardar 
assisting the other in climbing up a ladder : the inference being 
that {^ny man in authority can hardly prevent his , followers going 
through the land as a pestilence. The , chiefs and officials so well 
understand the system, or rather so little intelligible does any 
other appear to them, that, on thei^ own lands, when the plague 
comes, they just look at it as a visitation of Pjcovidence ; thank 
their stars they too have had their day, or may have, and 
just grin and bear the passing evil ; heaping all personal civilities 
on the visitors, while possibly th§y are exerting themselves to keep 

ba^^te^ \ supplies,,^. or ^ to thro^he onm of supplying tie rasad 




I was soon summoned to tlie presence, ^s'irgtfeived most 
graciously ; as desired by me, no notice was taken of my proposed 
deputation to^ the frontier, .,vbTit his Highness carelessly observed, 
that.,; pay Ip^onths' leave of absence was complied 

with, and it was only^iiecess ary that I should report myself month- 
ly to the faqir. , I thanked his Highness for his kindness, and 
then presented a report of my late deputation. Foijir Aziz-ud-diii 
w^'as desired to read it, which he did in his usual cl^ar and business 
like style :'attentivelyl|ptening to the end the Maharajah observed, 
Ah ! Beliasis, so Shai^ Singh would not let you in 1 he is ruf- 
fling his feathers on the founds of our approaching alliance with 
his house, but well teach him to respect om parwdnak” The 

Sardar is a hhair Wmak^ faithful and brave,” was responded by 
many voices, and T, unwilling to tmnecessarily embroil myseh. 
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pleaded for pardon for tlie offender* Yon are a strange person 
Bellasis, itliej tell me you are hot, and I too hare seen your blood 
boil, but in this and other cases you seem to possess more of the 
Iamb than the lion.” 1 replied smiling, I would reserre my 
strength and iny anger for the enemies of the raj, but Sardar 
Sham, Singh is a faithful servant, eren though the royal favor may 
have spoilt him.” At my so unexpected interference in behalf of 
the offender, many were the waks /” and loud the exclaniations 
from the hangers-on, in my favor : the friends of Sham Singh es- 
pecially trumpetted my merits, and declared that there must- 
have been a mistake, that on my own account the 6'ardftr 
would have felt honored by my presence, and as bearer of a royal 
mandate the gates must have been and surely were thrown open 
tome.,', 

The Maharajah was by no means deceived by' the outcr;}^, how- 
ever he permitted himself to be softened by the interest taken 
in the offender ; he therefore ; exclaimed, Such an example 
must not go unpunished, and but that I remember the father's ser- 
vices, his son should not have smother opportunity to shut the gates 
of Ka&sur against his >Sovereign; but taking all things into consider- 
ation, we “will on this occasion simply fine Sham Singh fifty thou- 
sand rupees : Eh, Dena N*ath, note the jurimanah^ and see that 
it is realiaied.” Murmurs and further remonstrances arose, but the 
Maharajah silenced the speakers with, the order is given, 

well hear no more on the subject, and Sham, Singh may thank mj 
clemency.” The business of the d^y then proceeded, and there 
waa, filial '' stwugc, mixture ^of accounts and of politics, of fines 
and maimings with speeches on mercy and forbearance: in due 
course the darhar broke up and I returned to my dwelling. 

In thus sketching off these my reminiscences, I fee! that, tak- 
ing them in the lunip, they’-wEl not be^-fcruMny ; |[iat they am 
not only patchy ; but that they appein* to give different views at 
different times of the Maharajah and of his people. But, trilling 
as are my notes, their inconsistency lies less in ray shewing than 
in my Hero's acting ; fbr who that ever saw him or witnessed his 
acts, but must have pronounced Banjlt Singh to be the wisest and 
most foolish of monarchs? the gentlest and purest, as well as tbe 
most ferocious and debased of kings ? Writing then, simply 
TThat I s£iw and heard, I mtkpx- report facts and impressions than 




f58 PASSAGES m I'HE LIFE OF 

laj down matured opinions ; wiicii latter remain for tlie liistoiian 
to fonn, wlien the subject has passed ft-Om the stage, and when^ 
taking him as a whole, mth Ms lights and shadows, his opportn- 
nities and adrantages, and then considering the times m which lie 
Ered ; a fair estimate of his character may be formed, placing 
him in a niche, at leasts parallel with the pretended Eegenerator of 
Egypt ; the wholesale Butcher ; the merciless Slave Dealer ; who 
can talk of civilization, of rights, and of justice in a manner that 
the more unsophisticated Euler of the Paiijab w^ould neter have 
thought of doing. If the latter, then, had less vigor, he had less 
hypocrisy ; if his views were more confined, it was the result of 
circumstances ; and, with far less opportunity of Joiowing the truth 
and judging rightly, his career ’was much less marked with blood 
than that of Muliammed Affi, and the whole system of his govern- 
ment was spotless, as compared with that of the massacrer of tjio 
' Blamelukes^ Enough, however, has been sheWM in these pages to 
prove, that though not altogether a pandemonium, still the Panjab 
is not tlie country in which an honest man should choose to serve-^ 
most true— ^Hhen how,'^ itmny be ^ked, do you, Colonel BeliasiS, 
professing morality and all uprightr^, reconcile to yourself your, 
having sought such service and youf still continuing in it The 
<][ue6tion is easier to ask than answer ; and in reply I m%ht ask 
the soldier, the lawyer, the trader, in any country, how he can 
' act to Ms tjoBScience t.aa^'imther I may say, 

'of slavery than perhaps in any EuropeatfUmiy atid that I was 
less likely to have to act against my conscience than if serving wdth 
more civilmed powers. Despotism is good, if it cah be pure and 

Paiyab is a'^despot ; I was one i 
and if my ability could h^te equalled my intention, I might, dur- 
ing even mj short career, have effected much good ; but in Rus- 
sia, Prussia, Austria, France or England, wdiat could a soldier of 
fortune have hoped for ? At best, as a hoary Suh|ltem, to slay or 
be slain by Circassians, Poles, or Italians, righting for their liberty, 
or to waste the morning, ay, aiid iioon of life , on the coast of Af- 
rica, or the West Indies ; as a subordinate engaged in the most re- 
volting duties I tP'iiye uncared for^ and' to die uhpitied ! But, in 
such a service as that I had sought and gsiined, there was at least 
excitement and quick promotion ; and above all, opportunity of 
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following, the bent o£ one's heart -whether for good or for evil. 
It is not then the office, in the P^nj,a,b, more than elsewhere, that 
either ennobles or degrades. I am thus diffuse because I know 
•that many, who will begin by despising me -as an AnvjBNXtjnBR at 
all, will take especial offence at an AnvENruBER in. xhe Pan- 
rAB," while the , same persons would, on the strength of a bit of 
parchment from, their own sovereign^ their lire on their own 
countrymen, or would unhesitatingly serve as contingents, to put 
up any tyrant, or crush any struggle for liberty. 

I made the preparations for my expected trip, quietly and can- 
tiously, assisted only by my friend the fagir and his brother, my 
old acquaintance, Nur-u-din. The Khalifa though very inferior to 
his eider brother; is, still, a most useful servant to ffie State : his 
appointment combines, as nearly as possible, the; European offices, 
of -Sommissary Oeneral and head Store-keeper ; he also assists^ 
Ms. brother in communicating with Europeans, is supposed to un- 
derstand their temperament, and not to be too touchy about their 
neglect of forms., i. need hardly note that many Europeans, low- 
born, low-bred, and io|v-mindad, think fft to lord, it aver all- Asi- 
atics, and to shew their own dignity by refusing the usual civilities 
to those in every wsLf entitled to them, whose feelings are hurt, 
and position, among their own. countrymen, is lowered,, by such 
rough contact with overbearing foreigners. Clever, su])ple charac- 
ters, therefore, the willows rather than the oaks, are selected at na- 
tive courts to deal with Europeans, and none perhaps ever did their 
work mwe ^dextwously tlTO;tlmse..iwo^\bi:,qther^^ A^-u-dini; 
have already noticed, as the eloquent' mouth-piece of his master ; 
he is also the sole channel of communication with the English Gro- 
vernment, and to his good sense and adroitly administered advice, 
may be attributed the long subsistence of friendly relations between 
Hie two powers* Like his master, (or rather, Mke all mankind,) 
the fagir is inconsistent ; but I. look oh him as by far the best 
man in the PanjAb, the one who, with, greatest temptations, has 
run through a long career with least reproach. He is perhaps the 
only one of the Labour courtiers, who has not a blood-feud to 
maintain, or w:ha.has not enemies seeking his destruction ; conse- 
quently, in. any outbreak, his life would, be safer than that of any 
other man in the court. 

Short as was my stay this time at Lahaur, I saw fresh instaa- 
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ees of those chatacteristics which struck me on my first aaiiyalj* 
and one I record as illustrative of national manners. 

It was about noon that I was retu ruing one day from darhar^ 
and riding at a smart trot, with only two orderlies, along the su- 
burbs of Lahaur ; suddenly I was met by a crowd of people, weep- 
ing, tearing their Imir, and making violent gestures. This I should 
not much have noticed^ such being the usual expressions of grief, 
but four of the party bore huge ligh ted torches, which glared even 
in the strong sunlight. 

My readers may be aware that this is the oriental mode of ex- 
pressing the absence of the light of justice, and the darkness of the 
mler's eyes. The plan frequently sue ceeds ; a blazing torch can 
be held up, ivhere a poor petitioner dare not approach the Govern- 
or, amf tlxe appeal perchance attracts attention and obtains redress. 
Before I knew where I was, the crowd I met had recognised^mej, 
and shouted, it is ilnefarangi favourite, B^asis I — ^make him go 
with us 1 — ^the dedri will not be closed against him 1” and, on the in- 
staat,..tw "0 fellows seized my rCins^ I was so irritated that X struck 
Chandha severely in the loins, andDfhe ho^se, to disengage himself 
from his forward load, reared straight on end, throwing my tor- 
mentors on their hacks, and nearly transfixing me on the spear 
points of some of the party behind. A pause followed, and then 
the crowd selected two spokesmen, who apologized for the violence 
' of the rest, and entreated me to accompany them to the presence, 
and he I recom- 

mended tire plaintiffs not to try a tumultuary appeal, but to come 
the next day to me, and state their grievances, promising to do my 
best for them. After some little demur, my counsel was. adopted, 
and fbe crowd dispersed, with blessings and acclamations. 

I need not trouble my reader with the details of the case ; 
luckily it was one easily adjusted, and I had the pleasure of sendr 
ing back the deputies, well-contented, 
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©mipmiSB ■ 


: >C0ilT3SS{TS,> . . 

The Lamp is extinguhhed* 


, " It is a fearful thing, 

love what Death may touch — a fearful thing 
That Love and Death may dwell in the $ame vmrld 
’"I"'' ■■'■.;■ 
« I know thou art gone, where thy forehead is starred, 

;v:^' Vi'ith;:the^he^^^||^ that i» ■' thy,, soul; 

■Where the light, mf thy loveliness cannot be marred, 

Jfor thy heart be flung back from its goal I 
I know thou hast drank of the lethe that flows, 

Through a land where they do not forget, 

That sheds over memory, only repose, 

And takes from it, only regret T' 

If I could keep thee as thou art, 

All cold, and all serene, 

I still might press thy lifeless heart. 

And where thy smiles had been I , ' 

Evfi«|(Hblle thy cold, bleak cor|j«o|-*h$ve, h. , 

'' ' '4;* V; ; . ‘TOiu seepaeat etil my»owu-^^ ' ’ 

But there I lay thee in . the grave — 

And am indeed alone 

My bixsmesjs did not detain me^more^tjbaa a" week at Lahliiji: 
aad we lost no time ia at Bireki, or rather 

at Gandasiugwala, the Tillage oa i the Panji.l> side of the 
where our boats lay. 

Let me be forgiveu if I linger over those days, every event of 
which is burned into my memory ; and which now, when I look 
back on them seem to have comprised an age. They have left me 
the withered being that I am ; perhaps more fondly and fancifully 
tenacious of my sorrow than Lever was of my liappmess* 
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Once on a time,. 

I saw a stately forest tree 
That spread abroad in summer time 
His branches free; 

And if the storm some boughs had snappedjr 
His roots were but more firmly wrapped 
His stem more strong tQJsee. 

There came an hour 

When one sweet plant around him threw 
Her tendrils soft, and closely grew, 

His own dear flower 1, 

Wove round each branch her fingers slight,^ 

And brought of beauty and delight 
A precious dower. 

I loved to trace 

How that rough tree was fondly graspedj^ 

And how, while love his branches claspedjf^ 

In close embrace, 

All lovingly he lent 

To prop and feed the / ‘ 

■' , That gave him grace . 

Till not one twigi or leaf, spray, 

Of all the. forest kin^^s array, 

Hut was with its own tendrils curled, 

' ' ’ f Aiid %lth its own sweet blossoms pearled, 

A flame wi&in tM' forest S‘^rung ' 

On burning wings it swept along, 

Heaving the traces of its wrath, 

Blackness and ^hes in its path. 

It breathed upon the tree 

4' ''r'-i'' 'I * r; *:•' prleduphisvmdSntdeaves-andshoots,: 

* But ^erbwS ' V ' '' '' 

The lovely flower that round him grew. 

And from his breast her life blood drew ; 

Whose tendrils, till in death grown cold, 

- - ,„H8dniC#rrolwd thwfeying hold, 

-H , *,■ tbw oa the gw^S^^as ‘laid ! 

The naked ' 

Blackened and bare, still braved the storra^ 

Unchanged his stature and his form^ 

But reft of every gem. 

He asked no other flower to come, 

And twine aroltnd his leafless home— 

The circling mouths that oWhim flew, - 
Bathing his withered boughs with dew 
Sunshine, and jsain, and breeze might brings 
But broi^ight to him no second spring. 

Before we resiwaed voye^e dewu the river, I paid eaothes swt 
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to Kasur, where mj reception was very different from thaj: I had 
met a few days before. Shim Singh had received a royal partcan^' 
wM, and could no longer refuse me admission^ haraig also had 
proof that the Maharajah would not be trifled with ; the Chief felt 
that it behoved hiiUj by a double por tion of assiduity, to make up 
for his former churlishness. Still, he could not conceal how irk- 
some my presence was, and I did not feel inclined to remain long 
wixere I was an unwelcome guest. 

During this visit, I gleaned some particulars of a place that 
contains much to interest the traveller ,* the impression left 
by my first hasty survey of the town and country was confirm- 
ed on closer inspection; I how ascertained that, of a fertile 
and extensive territory, but a small proportion is cultivated, and 
that the whole is sub-let by Shim Bingh to a femeir, for less than a 
third of the revenue it might easily yieh|* population is much 
like that described in the last Ohapter^ bht one, as inhabiting Firos:- 
pfir : in both places the same c^es have W'orked the same effects ; 
constant aggressioih continual rhids made or suffered, insecurity . of 
life and property Have made Kasfir even more a desert than the 
neiglihouring estates ; and where in the Panjab can real good cul- 
tivation be found ? or where the old and hereditary cultivators and 
village Chiefs ? No where— every thing is done loosely, and as by 
people fed from hand to mouth, while the rural population will a.ll 
tell you that they are settlers, that they have come from the West 
and South West, allured by promises of rich lands and liberal 
terms ; they <^me and fomrd a country waited and desolated by 
the PerBiauB, ’A ' Mahrlthts, Affgkfas,. ' ^ the Sikhs. One 

part or other of Northern Hindustan has been con^nualiy exposed 
to the sword, but all the invaders passed through the Paiijah ; it 
has therefore suffered the most, and bears to this day in almost 
every charter, testimony to the blight^g. effect of war, and its train 
of ills, pestilence and famhm among them* 

Though this is not the place to enter into either the statistics, 
or the romance of Kasur and its territory, they have too many in- 
teresting recollections attached, for us thus summarily to pass by 
this city of the dead, this mighty mass of ruin. 

The present town occupies the enceinte of one of the twelve 
Pathan forts of modem days> while the reimns of the ancient city 
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lie In massiTe rains for mtiles to the North and East* The Kasur 
territory being opposite the Barake of Ferospur and between 
the other great thoroughfares of invasion, Hiireki and PAk 
I:\xtan, suiered perhaps more than any other portion of the fron- 
tier except .Ferozpur from predatory inroads ; what man failed to. 
do, nature completed* The Sutluj in its wanderings, though it has 
perhaps increased the Kashr lands, has, by throwing up beds of 
sand, destroyed many rich locations, while the Byj^s, a river that 
improves instead of deteriorates the lands on its banks, has com- 
pletely forsaken the Kasur territory, an d instead of, as of old, unit- 
ing with the Sutluj at Kastir, now does so some thirty miles high- 
er up at Unreki. 

As the traveller approaches Kasdr from the Khadar of the Snt- 
luj, his eye is attracted In*, the fer distance by the high kankery 
bank of what must have been the old pf.the Byas, rising two 
hundred feet above the KhMer, sprinkled da te trees, and the 
highest cliff capped by tukiya close to the ruins of an an- 

cient tower ; the last remnant of the. castles of the old Rajput lords, 
when Kasfir was a Plindu principality ; and when, as history, or 
rather as local legends, say, a Krtig of Delhi came, wooed and won 
the daughter of the Prince, and by degrees conv erted his bride, her 
father, and subjects to the tenets of Mahoru t*d. It was not always 
thus persuasively that Islam gained her converts. The legend is 
probably correct,,for ail along this border, and indeed from the JFani- 
nE <^f c onTjerfcfA.jIBltdto 

bearing their old Pagan their 

prejudices and customs ; the same village often containing Hindu 
and Mahommedan, Rajputs, &c., calling each other brethren, 
and on.cer^n snd even sometimes . int«imar- 

ijing. 

The Rajput dynasty fell under an inroad of Affgh^ns and their 
descendants, the PatMn Chiefs were as already narrated, diiren out 
by the Sikhs. The many forts still in repair with the many others of 
the PathAn times now crumbling to the dust, tell of th^ troubles and 
insecurity of their day, and the desolation of the whole coioitry for 
miles around tell the same tale as does Sirhind and old Lahaur. 

Had time permitted, I would gladly have prolonged my stay at 
- ‘/‘4^;||'p1ac6f,^ full of tradition, and presenting such peculiarities of eJA- 
' ahdjpha^cter ; hut" we had a long trip before us, and the pdi 
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weatlieTj tliat golden season in Hindustan, was slipping We, 
therefore, resoiTed to continue our course down the riyer, and 
started for Bareke, our little fleet gliding down the stream, at the 
rate of ahoiit three-and-a-Iialf miles an hour. Thirteen miles from 
Bareke w^e came* to Memdot, a Bikh dependency, the name of 
'which has already been brought , before the reader in Chand 
Khaifslist of disaffected .States. ■ The Khan is. a reluctant ms- 
sal of Laliaiir ; but considering me as a Sdliib in the Mahara- 
jah's faTour, Jamhl-u-din Khan thought it worth while to be on 
the liyex bank wdth his brother and son, and ail he could muster of 
Ms retainers, some fifty foot and half as many horse, to do me, ho- 
nour, and invite me to his castle. I declined the invitation on the 
plea of haste, but .received him. with, respect ; and, under a h-emiar- 
nah hastily .pitched, talked for an hour with the Chiefr He is a 
fine-looking man, of good and manly features; a sportsman and 
liking all Franks, or, at least, professing to do so, he asked me for a 
chit, w’-hich I gave, not exactly to the effect he desired, but such as 
in reason I could give ; he produced very many for my inspection, 
some of them pretty considerably absurcl, and watched my counte- 
nance wMIe I read them, which fortunately I observed, or I might 
have hurt his feelings by the amusement that I could with dfecuir 
ty conceal. 

The town of Memdot is a miseralile collection of huts ; the fort 
is an old,, imposing-looking place, but of no strength,, and fast 
crumbling to pieces ; they are on the edge of the Kadir, and run 
a fai^, chance by a fr eak of the livery to be soon bodily carried away. 

.,What 'ltas',b#iiu aid of misrule h-'t JKasfrr 'AiiS Elsewhere,' may, to 
the full extent, apply to Memdot : indeed more amply ; for, instead 
of attemptii^ to irrigate his extensive and rich lands bordering on 
the river, Jamal-u-din Khan has tried to increase his, revenues by 
resuming tbe rights of the village head men ; he^ has consequently 
very much lessened his* income; decreased Ms population, and ren- 
dered those who remain thoroughly discontented- 

Jumal-u-din Khan's territory yields to him, one way and ano- 
ther, fines, one-half of ail crops, transit duties, and adMa% the 
yearly sum of fifty thousand rupees ; and tins from a tract of coun- 
try not less than sixty miles long, bordered all the way by the Sutluj, 
and capable, in all its breadth, of being irrigated from that river. 
About eight miles' below 'B^raki, we entered the Bahawal-, 
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piir temtory oii our left ; the Maharajah’s doiuimout still oontmu- 
iug on our right ; the former, though still in many places covered 
with deep forests of tamamsk, shewed symptoms of more culti?a« 
tioH and of better government than the neighbouring country on 
either bank. 

All wnt smoothly until we arrived near Eak Patau, f a coni- 
siderable town about six miles from the river ; already mentioned as 
the high road of the early invaders of Hindustan, but more famed 
for its annual fair. Wishing to see a place I so often heard of, I 
determined to halt the next day, and ride over to Plik Patan, and 
gave orders accordingly. Afahtib, in her weak and nervous state, 
dreaded even a few hours’ separation ; but she tried, to laugh olf 
her own misgivings. The weather was heavenly ; nothing could 
be more delightful; the ^ys cool, the mornings and evenings 
bracing. That evening as we sat on the roof of our boat, and saw 
no symptom of life aground, except the other four boats of our fleet, 
containing our serv^ts, baggage, and guard, we agreed that in 
such calm traii<|uillity, thus left to ourselves, we could have no- 
thing to wish, no desire to gratify. 

As iisual it was late before we retired ; fearing no ill, I had left 
the arrangement of the night guard to Aliverdi Khan, who simply 
planted a sentry opposite to each boat, as a matter of form, not as 
“ considering any necessary; I dreamt not of misfortune but my pre- 
cious v^e beft^ descending from the roof exclaimed, and is it 
the last time 

you, to-inon*ow, liiy husband The dear girl was so overwhelmed 
by her feelings that she could give no reason for her fears, except the 
Repression of spirits induced by bodily weakness, and, as I pointed 
out to her, the natural result of the terrors and excitement she had 
undergone, I tried to calm and comfort her ; and had scarcely 
succeeded in so, doing, and seen her sink into a sweet sleep, when 
T was roused mth cries of “fire !” and the voices of my servants, 
exclamfing that the. baggage boat was in flames. I started from my 
couch, and remembering that the few goods I had in the world 
were contained m that boat, I pulled on a dressing gown, 
and telling my frightened wife to remain quiet, I rushed out 
to see what could be done; the boat wns about a hundred 
yards from the one we occupied, and I. had scarce reached it when 
I hea^d from the spot I had just left a rush of men, a few drop- 
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pmg sliotSy amS onfe piercing slmek; thd voicfe B^as hers, I mshed 
back^ hut _ was receiveclia the arms ‘of seTera! stout ruffians, who . 
bound my hands behind mj back, and threw me on the ground ; 
the agony of body I .then suffered was great, mj arms wdre all but . 
dislocated, hut what was it to the racking of niy mind ? I called in 
my despair to alt Und every one of my people, but so well had the 
attack heeii arranged, and so completely were we surprised that all 
able and wHiing to strike ■ in my behalf were' Cither cut 
clown c>r served as' myself* No- further violence, however, was 
offered, and as I lay in this state of fearful helplessness, 

I perceived that the hand of ruffians quietly dispersed, seem- 
ing either to have effected theif object, or been baffled in it An . 
^Oppressive sEence followed the late shrieks and clash of arms ; 
sometimes' i ffioan ffom one of those bound Mke . myself, or a deep 
breUth from oUe of the wounded beside,, the only sound* 

1 listened in vain for the voice I wanted to hear, stnd %vhen I called 
but my wife^s name, my Mdbd'- vte curdled by the .vacant silence 
into which my wde'e died away;-: ,, At '.length morning ^ dawned ; I 
had'cb&bd to straggle, from .eheer ■' exhaustion,' and probably tie 
cold 'air of the morning reduced the ■.swelling ip limbs ; I .found- 

that I cduld; work m'y right hand -‘but rof -Its fastenings, add soon xe-« ■’ 
leased myself entirely*- lit the^m' light I sprang into ^th'e accom** 
modatiott'^bdat, and’ for the first moment could distinguish no object.? 
groping along I stumbled over a dead body, which I soon recog* 
nised as that of one of the female attendants ? and then a feeble 
foice 'hC0o|ght. fqr the love^ of Alla’; a ’iitlBkl I 

brought td'tiie^pbof sufferer,” 'anoth^^ bf'^iiiy' wife's' women,' , i 

and wlien she had drunk it, bid her tell whefe was her mistress; ^ 

she pointed to’ the cabin window* Now I understand it all!’* I 
bjaculateJ, she threw herself into the river ■ IJbb.vWOJUaa mo*’ 
tioned that I was right; I- left the poor crealwre' to her fate, and 
rushing out, loudly called to my people, some few who, like my- 
self, had broken their bonds, approached: no one knew any thing 
of their mistress, I dragged the river in, all directions,, for a quarter 
bf^a mile, but' that day of despair closed, on me .without a clue to: ’ 
mJ- lost one’s fate: I found that seven of my people had been 
MUed, ten wounded, and two carried away by a band of horse and 
footmen, said to have been not less, than t\vo hundred in number ; 
all agreed that they were no common robbers that we had been 
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watclied and tracked ; that the 'firing of the baggage boat 'was a 
mere mse to draw me away from Mahtab, who was the object of 
the attack ; it was moreover said that none of the assailants struck 
but in self-defence, and that they seemed to have been anxious to 
execute their purpose without doing bodily injuiy to me or mj fol« 
lowers, , ■ ■ 

They had carried off theit own wounded and killed, so that 
we were unable to gain any immediate clue as to who, 'or ’what they 
were ; .from the tracks of their feet they appeared to have separat- 
ed into twos and threes immediately they got into the long grass 
jungle out of sight of the boats : all my people agreed that their 
mistress had not been carried off, so the cniel alternative remained 
that in attempting fb' likely in the hope of reaching * 

me, she had fallen into the tiver . and was drowned. 

Ail that day, I have said, we searched, and wMle thus occupied, 
the fever of iny brain vras still, but when night again came, then 
indeed I felt the full desolafion of my condition, all the bitterness 
of my lot ; my people watched, me with affectionate solicitude/ and 
I was averse to act the'woman" .before them ; that night again no 
sleep came to my eyelids, and before dawn we were al again out, and 
with the aid of the Chief of Pak Fatan, (who, alarmed at such an 
occurrence in his district, offered zealous assistance,) we searched 
high and low for several miles below our anchoring ground, when 
at eyeping at no great distance from the boatS' we 

hooked •" 

The sight of her, still beautiful in death, still uneoiu'upted, quite 
overcame my frame already worn to exhaustion ; 1 sunk faintingly 
beside her, and it was long before I could be brought to under- 
stand where I was and what had occurred : my senses, however, 
came too soon, I took my loved one in my arms and bore her for 
the last time to her couch ; there I myself laid her out, attired her 
as if in mockery in her wedding garments, and yratched her during 
the night ; while my servants by breaking up some large boxes^ 
nailed together a rude coffin/ The sound of the hammering dur- 
ing the night camb on my soul as the knell of her departing spi- 
rit ; it was anguish to look on her, and yet I could not withdraw 
my eyes ; before morning a change had come over her counte- 
nance, the same calm, sweet smile was there, but the colour was 
changed, corruption was doing its work, the canker worm was 


AN A0VEKTOKEE IN THE FANJAB* 


269 


already at play. At sunrise the coiEn and the grave were reported 
ready, the former was brought into the cabin ; once again I kissed 
my wife, I threw myself beside her corpse, and prayed that I could 
have died for her ; my attendants had retired, but fearing something 
•wrong from my long delay, they again entered and gen% roused 
me to exertis^n ; as calmly as I could, I took her in my arms, and 
placing her in her last cold narrow abode, I wrapped the snow 
wliite cloths around her, and for ever in this world bade adieu to her 
who had been the light of my eyes, the darling of my soul. 

While the lid was being fastened down, there I sat, watching 
the movements of those who struck the nails, as if every blow was 
aimed at her, and surely as if every nail entered my own soul. 

. They carried her out, and seldom has young mfe been carried 
and followed to her grave by more sympathizing mourners than 
was Mahtab Konwar. attended by but her husband. 

But why should I thus . dilated why harrow my own soul, and 
again open ou|^<ihe^ '^otinds that time has softened though not 
read our beautiful funeral service over all that, was 
dearest to me on earth, I felt that though she could not come to me, 
I should go to her, and thatposssibly she was then lodkmgonme,and 
watching, with affectionate sympathy^ the genuine outpourings of my 
brokeJi heart. 

I stopped at the ^/^a^ for a we ek ; and enclosed the tomh^ 
planting wild dowers over it, and a girdle of evergreens around ; 
she was-»^sii:^’s,owii child, as pure, as uncoirupted ,as natiire's selj^ 
and- theiefe’ 8!^l5ifjs'''her I^it sleep, 'Unmolested, in no 

burial ground of man, but in the broad plain of Pdfc Patan ; the 
heavens for her canopy, all nature for the bounds of her domain. 

The last time I visited the spot of my angeTs earthly slumber, 

I was sitting alone on the ground, in the diisk of the evening : I 
felt something touch my face, and, in the more than woman's 
weakness to which I was reduced, I started, and even trembled. 
The next moment I saw a beautiful butterfly, which has just 
emerged from its chrysalis ; and this trifling incident, bringing 
thus palpably before me the most vivid tjrpe of our o^vn resui-rection, 
did more to release my heart from the giave in which it was buri- 
ed, and to carry my thoughts towards a glorious hereafter, than 
perhaps any thing else could huTO done. 
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Glorious crea^ttire of the spring ! 

Floating life ! embodied joy I 
From thy rainbow- tinctured wing(d)| 

Breathing bliss without alloy ! 

Chill is their heart, their bosom cold^ 

And dim their eye to see, 

"Who in the heavenly form behold;, 

A type of fluttering vanity ! ^ 

Kfrerent far the a 
With which to me thou speakest. 

When, mounting upward to rejoice 
Thy cold, dark tomb thou breakest I 
** Sown in corruption” but a worm, 

On earth’s dark breast t o perish ; 

♦Mu glory raised” a beauteous form, 

For Love and Light to cherish ! 

I could iiare lingered for er^r b eside tbe place where my hopes' 
lay buried, but I remembered I had srill duties to perform, and 
that an unmanly yielding to sorrow was not the way to shew thank- 
fulness for the treasure that had been lent me, and for the hope 
given by Christianity, I roused therefore, and tried to employ my- 
self, but soon found that if I could ever regain my elasticity of 
mind, it would .not he while occupied in pursuits, so closely as- 
sociated mth my last one. Indeed, as I had told tAe faqir^ but 
one tie bound me to Asia, and that one being severed, I resolved 
to seek a different land, I therefore at once w’lrote suitably to 
Aziz-u-diri, a;ni| tendered my resignation ; begging for permission 
to continue* mv ’ 
In due course I reached Bahawaipur, and there received an- 
swers to my letters ; the faqir was kind in the extreme, nothing 
could have been more so, had I been his son, he could not have 
shewn more real commiserUtioh, The answer, however, to my re- 
quest for rtiMsaf was in different sort ; it certainly expressed a 
proper feeling for my misfortune, but informed me that mj mar- 
riage was an arrangement of my own, and one w^hich in no way con- 
cerned the Sarkar; that I, and not my wife was the servant of the 
state, aiid I was told plainly that my request should not be granted* 
Had i not felt that Aziz-ii-din was in a measure my security, 
and would probably suffer by lUj secession, I should without cere- 
mony have decamped, for I felt that while I had acted in every. 
Way honorably and openly, I had neither been treated fairly no^ 
courteously, I therefore declined the m&iam kurm offerings sent by 
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tlie Ma-harajali, and replied distinctly, tliongK respectfully, that as I 
had engaged to perform a certain, duty, I would do it ; although I 
had neither received my <2 of installation, nor had my 
instructions ; hut that after I had inspected the border, and done 
what lay in my power for its security, I should then tender my 
resignation ; and I hinted that I meant, if refused leave, to talce it, 

I mote in still plainer terms to the faq ir, telling liim that my 
mind was irrevocably made up, and that nothing should detain me 
longer than six months in the country unless it was to be avenged 
on Mahtab's murderers, of which I saw little chance ; though at 
the same time I caused to be proc laimed a reward of ten thousand 
rupees for the simple disclosure, with i>roof, of the instigator of the 

My pen has lost its fluency, and I feel that my task is already 
ended, though should wish for consistency's sake to finish my ca- 
reer with credit, to fulfil my engagement and to tell my readers 
how I did so, ' ^ ^ 


In reading the foregoing pages, let it be remembered, that they 
are not written to-day; in fact that it was duxiug the year 1840, 
they first 4ppeafe4:m Ac €f^^etiSk . , 

' * Some of the prophecies given by Bellasis have been realized, 
some falsified, by the events that have since occurred; but on the 
whole, the Abyenturer has reason to*be satisfied with the extent 
to which his prognostics have been fulfilled. 

The Parijab has been troubl ed,-— mightily so, — and has only 
been saved from wreck by the good faith of the powerful neigh- 
bom- ;~two, nay three, dynasties have passed away, Eunjeet Singh, 
his son, and his grandson have, all been gathered to their fathers, 
and the man who in the Adventurer's opinion had hardly a 
chance of succeeding to the throne, now reigns with the brother 
Eajahs as Ms vassals and ministers; ■ with the brother faqh% as 
©.Ciually Ms humble, serrants,, , : 
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WitMn tliree short years hare all these events occniTed ; to do- 
Telope their causes, and to trace out the effects in all thexr tia?- 
gic coarse, may furnish an interesting chapter in Panjah liistery, a 
chapter more startling and more romantic in its- realities, than fan?- 
cy could paint, or imagination conceive. The AnvENTUHER- how^ 
ever deals rather with the past than with the present and indeed 
would as seldom as possible intrude into the path of the Instoriao,; 
satisfied with the humbler, though not less useful, task oi noting 
the springs of men's actions, and, by glances at the back scenes of 
the Panjab society, account in a measure for the peculiarities and 
apparent inconsistencies of Sikh character. 

Jrlistory gives ^ mass of events, historical romance only offers 
pictures of men and manners, and seeks rather to sketch the intc- 
rioT scenes of life, the details, as regards the Paiij^b, that seldom 
come before Europeans, than to chronicle events that are already 
^recorded in the Indian Ukhbars, and other papers of . the day* 

Since this first part of the w ork wns written, the* Adventueeb 
has had opportunity of personally testing the correctness of many 
descriptions and opinions here giv en : many apologies are due for 
the incompleteness and patchiness of the work as it now stands, 
and it did occur to him to re-write the whole, with, the advantage 
of Ms further experience and observations. But not haring de- 
tected any material eiTor in what was already puf forth, and not 
having more time at command than he can otherwise dispose of, 
he ventures 

Suffice it to add, that in obedience to the commands of Raiijit 
Singh, the Adventueer continued his progress from Pak Patanto 
Mult^, and thence " risked the Derajat and the whole Western 
border up to PeshEwar ; the of the Lahaur Ruler 

then drove Mm through one of the psses in the Sulimani range 
into Affghanistan, just at the time that Shah Sujah. was makimr 
that effort for Ms throne, which ended in hS defeat at the battle of 
Kandahar in wMch Bellasis took a part. That Ms fortune after- 
wards led him to Kabul and JMfiiabM, and that in ther neutral 
ground of the Khaibar and Peshawar, he experienced soihe adven- 
tures, which, if the reading public give encouragement, may -here- 
after be laid before them. 



AN ABTBNTUKEE 


IN fllE EANJAB, 


{a) Fuian'^^ *® fJie intrartce of or ** llie lioJ j, gali‘ !” jmls/’ 

j.we ; ** X'atai),” mii‘/G7^ce.) At this j'.laee ibere Ib an annual falrj on vlilcli 
occasion a small, low gateway' as opened, only Idgls enongli to admit of a perBon 
creeping in : on these occasions numbers do resort to the spot, as etery one wbo 
crawls tisiougli, thereby secnres an cntrance^ into paradise# Such was the legend 
I heard near the spot, bnt 1 do not know its origin. 

(&) From thy heavenly tinctured wing^ _ ^ ' 

Breathing bliss without alloy.**’ 

'The wing is the organ of respiration with bnttei d|gj9*“^^ieire Ss a beantifnl Irish 
superstition, that the sight of a white bntto|pf^»'ilie lime of ©person’s deaths 
betokeas the happiness of a depart^^^l^^ 




PASSAGES IN THE tlEE OP 

additional notes. 


to Chapter 23, continuation of the first note, page 28, on the 
lakittg of Avitable, the note goes onj 

g'paiiatci lilmhelf with the Bri- 
•, by’ Ills' bouadless and princely.' 
3 to the faults of a man 
lit , half-barbaronB fea'st's, ; 
dUzationj). and a, Jnster . pictttre;Of 


, difthreat statQp"-“h<^ has iujJ 

ve passed through Peshawarj ^ 
perhaps excusable to shut their eye> 
i eaten. cordial participation 

iwt of itself constitute cm:"_ 

n to some more becoming .English oilcers. , . 

t view that can be taken of General Avitable is, to consider 

orlty over savage aiiimak—iiot as a ruler over reasonable be- 
■u a race, who bear the yoke with about as good a grace as a 
arid who, catching their ruler for one moment asleep, would 
govern^. Bat it is to his disgrace that he *^scts as a savage 
" instead of sheWing them that a Christian can wield the iron 
.ning it by needless cruelty ot personal vice ; without follow- 
orst fashions of his worst neighbours. General Avitable has 
ifriags to the native catalogue of punishments, and not a bad 
properly used; but the ostentation of adding two or three to 
id from his gibbet, on special days and festivals, added to a 
;aai carelessness of life, lead one to fear that small pains are 
bt between innocence and guilt, and that many a man, ignorant 
e, pays with his life the price of blood, for it is the General a 
ftea happens, a Sikh, or any other of his own men, disappears 
ge in the FeshSiW^r territory, to fine that village, or to make 
lirderer or murdeiers ; the latter is the cheapest plan, a victim 


AN ADVBNTCRER IN THE PANJAB. 275 

(Addiifona! note to Chapter 3rd, page S6, after tlie words, Tlio Gwrtt Teg 
Bahadur was put to death^’) 

This name Bigaifies Lard of the Sword f m appeiiatloo wlilcli gave of-* 
fence to Aurangzeb, who desired the Guru to adopt some other name. The 
leader refused, saying, You will fiad that my son will verify the title, and con- 
quer by the sword.** And ' so he did, transforming the meek and oppressed 
Bikhs into the bold and oppressive Sin^iks, 

[Additional note to Chapter .3rd to come in after the words Most are child-' 
less, and a Urge family is never found,” page 37. J 

A carious illustration of this remark is, that Eajah Sachet Singh has been 
three times married, and has no children ; while his brothers, who have each 
been four times married, have each but two sons : tliose of Dhyati Siagli being 
the .well , known ' Hera Singh, and , Jo waliir. Singh, those .of .Gulab . Singh were' 
ITdam, Singh, killed by the fall of a .gateway when Nao. Niha,i also perished,- and' .. 
Jowahir Singh, now ulive. Bhyan Singh, indeed, is said to have had more 
than one daughter, who, according to the laws of his tribe, perished immediately 



